
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



1 ' ' (jPOi 






THE 

HISTORY 

OF THE 

LIFE 

OF 

Marcus TuUius Cicero. 

In THREE VOLUMES. 












Marcus T'ullnjs t'jcero. 






i)y C o X Y E R !^ M i :^ o i h r c i\ . D Jh 
Principal Library- keeper ol the Uaiv<;f City 0'\''.:u'''2l>'sd;(e^ 

V O L. L 

The Eighth E d i t i ^ ^: . 

L O N D N: 

Printed for W. Strahan, J. Rivixcrorr, F Baa.ovvi - 
R. HoRsriiLD, W. Johnston, C\ Ri'.'j.v'jton, V. 
Davi£$5 and J, Knox, 

MDCCLXVi; .v^ 



S7H 

C1& 



..V 



*ro the Right Honorable 

JOHN Lord HERVEY, 

Lord Keeper of His Majcfty's Privy Seal* 

MVLo&l>> 

THE public will naturally exped!t, that 
in chufing a Patron for the Life of 
Cicero, I fliould addrefs myfelf tofomeper- 
fon of illuftrious rank, diftinguiflied by his 
parts and eloquence, and bearing a principal 
ihare in the great aflfairs of the Nation ; who, 
according to the ufual ftile of Dedications, 
might be the proper fubjeft of a comparifon 
witn the Hero of my piece. Your Lord- 
fliip's name will confirm that expeftation, 
and Your charadler will juftify me in run- 
ning fome length into the parallel 5 but my 
experience of your good fenfe forbids me 
the attempt. For Your Lordfhip knows 
what a difadvantage it would be to any cha- 
raftcr, to be placed in the fame light with 
that of Cicero 3 that all fuch comparifons 
{ muft be invidious and adulatory; and, that 
the following Hiftory will fuggeft a reafon 
in every page, why no man now living can 
juftly be compared with him, 

A3 I DO 
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I DO not impute this to any fuperiority of 
parts or genius, peculiar to the Ancients ; for 
numan nature has ever been the fame in all 
ages and nations, and owes the difference of 
it s improvements, to a difference oncly of 
culture, and of the rewards propofcd to it's 
induflry : where thefc are the moft a^ply 
provided, there we (hall always find the moft 
numerous and ihining examples of human 
perfection. In old Rome^ the public honors 
were laid open to the virtue of every Citi- 
zen ; which, by raifing them in their turnS 
to the command of that mighty Empire, 
produced a race of Nobles, fuperior even t6 
Kings. This was a profpedt, that filled the 
foul of the ambitious, and roufed every fa* 
culty of mind and body, to exert it's ut- 
mofl force : whereas in modern flates men's 
views being ufually confined to narfoit 
bounds, beyond which they cannot p^^ 
and a partial culture of their talents being 
fiifficient to procure every thing, that their 
ambition can afpire to, a great genius has 
feldom either room or invitation to flretch 
itfelf to it's full fize. 

You fee, my Lord, how much I truft to 
your good nature, as well as good fenfe, when 
in an Epifile dedicatory^ the proper place of 
Panegyric, I am depreciating your abilities, 
inflead of extolling them : but I remember, 
that it is an Hiflory, which I am offering to 
Your Lordihip, and it would ill become me, 
in the front of fuch a work, to expofe my 

veracity 
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Veracity to any hazard : and my head indeed 
is now fo full of antiquity, that I could wilh 
to fee the dedicatory ftile reduced to that 
daffical fimplicity, with which the ancient 
Writers lifed to prefent their books to their 
Friends or Patrons, at whofe defire they were 
Written, or by whofe authority they were 
publifhed : for this was the firfl ufe, and the 
fole purpofe of a Dedication ; and as this alfb 
is the real ground of my prefent addrefs to 
Your Lordfhip, fo it will be the bcft argu- 
ment of my Epiftle^ and the moft agreeable 
to the charaifter of an Hiftorian, to acquaint 
the public with a plain fad, that it was Your 
Lord(hip, who firft advifed me, to undertake 
the Life cf Cicero ; and when from a dif* 
fideilce df rtiy ftrength^ and a nearer view of 
the tafk, I b^gin to think myfelf unequal to 
the weight of it, YourLordftiip ftill urged and 
exhorted me to perfift, till I had moulded it 
into the form, in which it now appears. 

Thus far your Lordftiip was carried by 
ibat love for CiCERO, which, as one of the 
ieji Critics df antiquity aflures us, is the un- 
doubted proof of a true taft. I wilh onely, 
that the favor, Which you have fince (hewn 
to my Engli/h CiCEko, may not detradt from 
that pralfe, which is due to Your love of the 
Roman : but whatever cenfure it may draw 
upon Your Lordftiip, I cannot prevail with 
myfelf to conceal, what docs fo much honor 
to my work; that, before it went to the 
Prcfs, Your Lordftiip not onely faw and ap- 
A 4 proved. 
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proved, but as the fincereft mark of Your 
approbation, corredted it. It adds no finall 
credit to the Hiftory of Polybius, that he 
profcffes to have been aflifted in it by SciPio 
^nd L-ffiLius; and even Terence's ftilc 
was made the purer, for it's being retouched 
by the fame great hands. You muft pardon 
me therefore, my Lord, if, after the exam^ 
pie of thofe excellent Authors, I cannot for- 
bear boafting, that fome parts of my prefcnt 
work have been brightened by the ftrokes 
of your Lordftiip's pencil. 

It was the cuftom of thofe Roman NoblcSj 
• to fpend their leifure, not in vicious pleafurcs^ 
or trifling diverfions, contrived, as we truly 
call it, to kill the time -, but in converfing 
with the celebrated Wits and Scholars of the 
age : in encouraging other people's learnings 
and improving their own : and here Your 
Lordfliip imitates them with fuccefs, and for 
love of letters and politenefs may be compared 
with the Nobleft of them. For your houfe, 
like theirs, is open to men of parts and me- 
rit ; where I have admired Your Lordfhip's 
agreeable manner of treating them all in their 
own way, by introducing queftions in litera-* 
ture and varying them (o artfully, as to give 
every one an opportunity, not onely of bear- 
ing a part, but of leading the converfation 
in his turn. In thefe liberal exercifcs You 
drop the cares of the Statefman ; relieve Your 
fatigues in the Senate ; and ftrengthen Your 
mind, while You relax it. 

Enco- 
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r Encomiums of this kind, upon perfonsbf 
Your Lordfhip's quality, commonly pafs for 
words of courfe, or afafliionable language to 
the Great, and make little impreflion on men 
of ienfe, who know learning, not to be the 
fruit of wit or parts, for there Your Lord- 
ibip's title would be unqueftionable, but an 
^quifition of much labor and ftudy, which 
the Nobles of our days are apt to look upon, 
as inconfiilent with the eafe and fplendor of 
an elevated fortune, and generally leave to 
men of profeffions and inferior life^ But 
Your Lordfliip has a difl?ercnt way of think- 
ings and by Your education in a public 
School and Univerfity, has learn.t from Your 
earlieil youth, that no fortune can exempt a 
man from pains, who defires to diftinguifli 
himfelf from the vulgar : and that it is a folly 
in any condition of life, to afpire to a fuperior 
charad:er> without a fuperior virtue and in- 
duftry to fupport it. What time therefore 
others beftow upon their fports, or plcafures, 
or the lazy indolence of a luxurious life. 
Your Lordfhip applies to the improvement 
of Your knowledge; and in thofe early 
hours, when all around You are hufhed in 
fleep, feize the opportunity of that quiet, as 
the moft favorable feafon of ftudy, and fre- 
quently ipend an ufefuU day, before others 
begin to enjoy it. 

I AM faying no more, my Lord, than 
what I knowy from my conftant admiffion 
to Your Lordfhip in my morning vifits, be- 
fore 
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£6re good manners would permit me to at- 
tempt a vifit any where clfe i where I havS 
found You commonly engaged with the 
Claflicai writers of Greece or Rofne i and 
converfing with thofe very dead, with whom 
SciPio and L:ffiLius ufed to converfe fo fa- 
miliarly when living* Nor does Your Lord-i 
fliip aflume this part for oftentation dr amiife- 
tnent onely, but for the real benefit both of 
Yourfelf and others ; for I have feen the fo- 
lid effects of Your reading, in your judicious 
refiedlions on the policy of thofe ancient 
Governments, and haVe felt Your weight 
even in controVerfy, on fome of the moil 
delicate parts of their Hiftory. 

There is another circumftancc peculiar 
to Your Lordfliip, which makes this taflt of 
Study the eafier to You, by giving You not 
onely the greater health, but the greatef 
leifure to purfue it; t mean that fingulat 
temperance in diet, in which Your Lord-^* 
fliip perfeveres with a conftancy, fuperior td 
every temptation, that can excite an ap- 
petite t6 rebel ; and fhews a firmnefs df 
mind, that fubje<9ts every gratification of 
fenfe to the rule of right reafon* Thus 
with all the accomplifhments of the Noble- 
man, You lead the life of a Philofopher i 
and while You fliine a principal ornament 
of the Court, You pradtife the difcipline of 
the College. 
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In old Rome there were no hereditary 
honors ; but when the virtue of a family 
was e:xtin<3:^ it's honor was extinguifhed too ; 
fo that no man, how nobly foever born, could 
arrive at any dignity, who did not win it by 
his perfbnd merit: and here again Your 
Lordfliip feems to have emulated that ancient 
^irit ; for though born to the firft honors 
of Your country, yet difclaiming as it were 
Your birthright, and putting Yourfelf upon 
the foot of a Roman, You were not content 
with inheriting, but refolved to import new 
dignities into Your family ; and after the ex- 
ample of Your Noble Father, to open Your 
own way into the fupreme Council of the 
Kingdom* In this auguft Affembly, Your 
Lord(hip difplays thofe (hining talents, by 
which You acquired a feat in it, in the de- 
fence of our excellent Eftablifliment ; in 
maintaining the rights of the people, yet 
averting the prerogative of the Crown ; mea- 
furing them both by the equal balance of the 
laws ; which by the provident care of our 
Aficeftors, and the happy fettlement at the 
Revolution, have fo fixed their juft limits, 
and moderated the extent of their influence, 
that they mutually defend and preferve, but 
can never dcftroy each other without a ge- 
neral ruin. 

In a nation like ours, which from the 
natural effedt of freedom, is divided into op* 
pofite parties, though particular attachments 
to certain principles, or friendibips, with cer- 
tain 
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tain men will fometimes draw the beft Citi< 
zens into meafures of a fubordinatc kind, . 
which they cannot wholly approve; yet 
whatever envy Your Lordfhip may incur on 
that account. You will be found, on all oc- 
caiions of trial, a true friend to our conftitu- 
tion both in Church and State : which I have 
heard you demonftratc with great force, to 
be the bulwark of our common peace and 
profperity. From this fundamental pointy 
no engagements will ever move, or intereft 
draw You ; and though men inflamed \s\ 
oppofition arc apt to charge each other witfi 
defigns, which were never dreamt of per- . 
liaps by either fide, yet if there be any, whd 
Jcnow fo httle of You, as to diflruft Your 
principles, they may depend at leaft on Yout 
judgement, that it can never fuffer a perfbnof 
Your Lordfhip's rank, born to fo lafgc a 
ihare of the property, as well as the honors 
of the nation, to think any private intereft 
an equivalent, for confenting to the ruin of 
the public. 

1 MENTION this, my Lord, as an addifia- 
nal reafon for prefenting You with the Lift 
of Cicero : for were I not perfuaded of Yout 
Lordfliip's fincere love of liberty, and zeal 
for the happinefs of Your fellow citizens, it 
would be a reproach to You fo put into 
Your hands the Life of a man, who in all 
the variety of his admirable talents, does not 
{hine fo glorious in any, as in his conftant 
attachment to the true interefts of his coun- 
try. 
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liy, iand the noble ftruggle that he fuftained, 
at thcexpcnce even of his Life, to avert the 
impending tyranny, that finally oppreffed it. 
Bu T I ought to afk Your Lordfliip's pardon 
fyt dwelling fo long upon a chara<Ster, v^rhich 
is kpown to the whole Kingdom, as well as 
to myfelf ; not onely by the high Ofiice, 
which You fill, and the eminent dignity 
|that You bear in it, but by the fprightly 
compofitions of various kinds, with which 
Your Lordfliip has often Entertained it. It 
would be a prefumption, to think of adding 
apy honor to Your Lordfliip by my pen, 
after You have acquired fo much by Your 
own. The chief defign of my Epiftle is, to 
give this public teftimony of my thanks for 
the fignal marks of friendfliip, with which 
Your Lordfliip has long honored me ; and to 
interefl Your name, as far as I can, in the 
fate and fuccefs of my work ; by letting the 
world know, what a fliare You had in the 
production of it y that it owed it's being to 
Your encouragement; corrednefs to Your 
pencil ; and what many will think the mofl; 
fubftantial benefit, it's large fubfcription to 
Your authority • For though, in this way 
of publifliing it, I have had the pleafure to 
find myfelf fupported by a noble lift: of ge- 
nerous friends, who without being foUicited, 
or even aflced by me, have promoted my fub- 
fcription with an uncommon zeal, yet Your 
Lordfliip has diftinguiflied Yourfelf the mofl: 
eminently of them, in contributing not onely 

to 
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to the number, but the fplendor of the 
names, that adorn it. 

Next to that little reputation, with which 
the public has been pleafed to favor me, the 
benefit of this fubfcription is the chief fruit, 
that I have ever reaped from my ftudies. I 
•m indebted for the firft to Cicero, for the 
fccond to Your Lordfhip : it was Cicero, 
who inftrudcd roe to write ; Your Lord(bip> 
who rewards me for writing : the fame mo- 
tive therefore, which induced me to attempt 
the hiftory of the one,- engages me to dedi- 
cate it to the other ; that I may exprefs my 
gratitude to you both, in the moft effeftual 
ihanner that I am able, by celebrating the 
memory of the dead, and acknowledging 
tb* genercfity of my living Benefadlor. 

I HAVE received great civilities, on feveral 
occafions, from many Noble perfons, of 
which I ihall ever retain a mqft gratefull 
fcnfe : but your Lordfhip's accumulated fa- 
vors have long ago rifen up to the charadter 
of obligations, and made it my perpetual 
duty, as it had always been my ambition, to 
prot'efs myfelf with the greateft truth and 
reipect. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfliip's 

Moft obliged and 

Devoted Servant, 

Conyers Middletoii* 
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PREFACE. 

CjT'HE RE is no part of Hiftoty^ which feems ca- 
^ pablt of yielding either more inftruSion or etUer- 
tpSatment^ than that which offers to us the feleft lives 
ef great and virtuous men^ who have made an eminent 
fyure on the public fiage of the world. In thefe we 
fae at one view^ what the annals of a whole age can 
afftnrd^ that is worthy of notice, and in the wide 
/eld of univerfal Hifiery^ fi^ippitig as it were aver 
the barren places, gather all it^s flowers, and pojfefs 
ourfehes at once of every thing that is good in it. 

Bui there is one great fault, which is commonly 
^ferved in the writers of particular lives ; that they 
are apt to be partial and prejudiced inftwdr of their 
fifbjea, andto^give us a panegyric, inftead rf a Hi* 
fiary. They work up their cbaraSters, as Painters 
do their Portraits ; taking the praife of their art to 
m/ift, not in coping, but in adorning nature ; not in 
drawing a juft refemblance, but in giving a fine pic-* 
ture ; or exalting the man into the Hero : and this 
mdeed feems to flow from the nature of the thing it- 
filf', where the very inclination to write is generally 
ffrmnded on a prepofefflon, and an affeSlion already 
umtraSed for the perfon, whofe hiftory we are at- 
tempting ; and when we Jit down to it with the dif- 
fpfition of a friend, it is natural for us, to caft a 
jbade over his failings ', to give theftrongeft coloring 
to his virtues ; and out of a good char alter, to endea- 
vour to draw a perfeS one. 

I am fenjible^ that this is the common prejudice of 
Biographers, and have endeavoured therefore to diveft 
myfelf of it, as far as I was able ; yet dare not take 
upon me to affirm, that I have kept wyfelf wholly 
clear from it ; but JhaU leave the decifton of that point 
to the judgement ^' the reader: for Imuft be fo inge- 
' * nuous 
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bdrn to trample on their feUotv creatures ^ without re^ 
fleSirtg on the numerous evils ^ which are neccjfary to 
the acquijition of a glory ^ which is built upon thefub* 
verfion of nations^ and the deJlru£iion of the human fpe-^ 
ties. Tet thefe are the only perfons^ who are thought 
to jbine in Hiftory^ or to merit the attention of the 
reader : dazzled with the fplendor of their victories ^ 
end the pomp of their Triumphs^ we conjider them as the 
pride and ornaments of the Roman name ; while the 
pacific and civil charaSler^ though of all others the moft 
beneficial to mankind^ whofe fole ambition is^ to fup-- 
port the laws^ the rights and liberty of his Citizens, .is 
looked upon as humble and conte}nptible on the com^ 
farifon^ for being forced to truckle to the power of thefe 
Opprejfors of their country. 

In the following Hiftory therefore^ if I have hap- 
pened to affirm any things that contradiSs the common 
opinion^ attdfhocks the prejudices of the reader^ I mujl . 
defire him to attend diligently to the authorities on which 
it is grounded ; and if thefe do not give fatisfaSiion^ to 
fufpend his judgement Jiill to the etui of the work ; in 
the progrefs of which ^ many falls will be cleared up^ 
that may appear at fir ft perhaps uncertain and precari^ 
ous : and in every thing efpecially^ that relates to Ci- 
cero^ I would recommend to him^ to contemplate the 
V)hole character ^ before he thinks himfelf qualified to 
judge of it*s feparate parts^ on which the whole will 
always be found the fureft comment. 

QuiNTiLiAU has given us an excellent rule^ in 
the very cafe ; that wefhould be modeft and circum- 
fpeft, in paffing a judgement on men fo illuftri- 
ous, left as it happens ^^to the generality of cen- 
furers, we be found at laft to condemn, what wq 
do not underftand \a\ Inhere is another refteSlion 

[n] Modeil« tamen h cir- qaod plcrifque accidit ; dam- 
camfpe6to jodicio de tantis nent, quae non incelliganc. 
viris pronuqciandiim c0| ne, Quiocil. Inilit. x. i. 

Vol. L a Ukewife 
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Ukewife very obvious^ which yet feldom has it's due 
weight -, that a writer en any part of Hijlory^ which 
he has made his particular Jtudy^ mdy be prefumed to 
be better acquainted with it^ than the generality of his 
readers ; and when he afjeris a fatl^ that docs not 
feem to be well grounded^ it may fairly be imputed^ 
till a good reafon appears to the contrary ^ to a more 
extcnfive view of his fubjeSi ; whichy by making it 
clear to himfelf is apt to perfuade him^ that it is 
equally clear to every body elfe ; and that a fuller ex- 
plication of it would confequently be unneceffary. If 
thefe conjiderations^ which are certainly reajonable^ 
have but their proper influence^ I flatter myfclf^ that 
there will be nojujl caufe to accufe me of any culpable 
hiafs in my accounts of things or perfons^ or of any 
other favor to the particular character of Cicero^ than 
what common humanity will naturally beftow upon every 
charaSter^ that is found upon the whole to be both 
great and good. 

In drawing the chara£lers of a number of perfons^ 
who all lived in the fame City, at the fame time ; 
trained by the fame difcipline, and engaged in the fame 
purfuits ; as there muft be many Jimilar Jirokes^ and a 
general refemblance in them all^ fo the chief difficulty 
will be ^ to prevent them from running into too great 
an uniformity. This I have endeavoured to do, not 
ly forming ideal pictures, or fuch as would pleafe or 
furprize; but by attending to the particular faSis, 
which hifiory has delivered of the men, and tracing 
them to their fource, or to thofe correfpcndent affec- 
tions, from which they derived their birth : for thefe 
are the dijiinguifhing features of the fever al perfons ; 
which, when duly reprefented, avd placed in their 
proper light, will not fail to exhibit that precife dif- 
ference, in which the peculiarity of each charaiier 
confijls. 

I . As 
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As to the nature of my work^ though the title of 
It carries nothing more^ than the Hiftory of Cicero's 
Life, yet it might properly enough be called^ the 
Hiftory of Cicero's Times : Jince from hisfirji ad^ 
vancement to the public Magijlracies^ there was not 
(Oiy thing of moment tranfa£ied in the Jiate^ in which 
he did not bear an eminent part : fo tkat^ to make the 
^hole work of a piece^ I have given afummary account 
af the Roman affairs^ during the time even of his mi- 
mrity \ and agreeably to what Ipromifed in my propo- 
fdsj have carried on a feries of Hijlory^ through a 
period of above fixty years, which for the impor- 
tance of the events y and the dignity of the perfons con- 
ttrned in them^ is by far the moji inter ejling of any in 
tbe Annals of Rome, 

In the execution of this deftgn\ I have purfued^ as 
tkfefy as I could y that very plan^ which Cicero himfelf 
hdfketched out^ for the model of a complete Hiftory i> 
Whire he lays it down as a fundamental law^ " that 
*' the writer fhould not dare to affirm zvhat wax 
"/^^> ^^ to fupprefs what was truey nor give any 
^^ fufpicion either of favor or difaffe£lion : that in 
** the relation of faElSy he fhould obferve the order 
** oftimCf andfometimes add the defcription of places ; 
•* fiouldfirfi explane the counjils ; then the a£ls ; and 
** laftly the events of things : that in the counjils^ he 
•• Jhould interpofe his own judgement on the merit of 
*' them ; in the a£ls^ relate not onely what was done^ 
" hut how it was done j in the events^ fhew what 
" Jbare chance^ or rafhnefs^ or prudence had in them : 
** that he fhould defcribt likewife the particular cha- 
** raSers of all the great perfons^ who bare any con- 
^ fiderable part in theflory \ and fhould drefs up the 
" whole in a clear and equable fiile^ without affeSl-^ 
*' ing any ornament y or feeking any other praife but 
" ^f perfpicuityy Tbefe were the rules that Cicero '^ 

hd drawn up for himfelf^ when he was meditating 
a 2 a gc-* 
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a general Hiftory of his Country, as 1 have taken 
occdfion to mention more at large in it's prefer 
place. 

But as I have borrowed my plan^ fo I have dratvn 
my materials alfo from Cicero : wboje works are the 
fnojl authentic monuments that remain to uSj of all the 
great tranfaSlions of that age ; being the original ac- 
counts of one^ who himfelfwas not only a fpe£iator^ but 
a principal aSlor in them. There is not a Jingle part 
of his writings^ which does not give fome lights as 
well into his own Hiftory ^ as into that of the Republic : 
hut his familiar Letters, and above all thofe to /itti- 
cusy may juftly be called the memoirs of the times ; 
for they contain^ not only a diftinSl account of every 
memorable events but lay open thefprings and motives^ 
whence each of them proceded \ fo that^ as a polite 
writer^ who lived in that very age^ and perfeSily 
knew the merit of thefe Letters^ fays^ the man who 
reads them, will have no occafion for any other 
Hiftory of thofe times [b\ 

Myfirft buftnefs therefore^ after I had undertaken 
this tajky was to read over Cicero^s works^ with 770 
other view J than to extraSl from them all the pajfages 
that feemed to have arry relation to my dejign : where 
the tedioufnefs of colleSling an infinite number of tefti- 
monies fcattered through many different volumes ; of 
for ting ' them into their claffes^ and ranging them in 
proper order ; the neceffity of overlooking many in the 
firft fearch, and the trouble of retrieving them in a 
fecond or third -^ and the final omiffion of fever al 
through forgetfulnefs or inadvertency ; have helped 

\U\ Sexdecim Volumnia temporam. Sic enim omnia 

Epiflolarum ab Confulatu ejus de Audiis principum, vitiis 

ufqiie ad extremu^i tempus ad ducum; ac mutationibus Rei- 

Auicum mifTarum ; qase qui pub. perfcripta func, ut nihil 

jegat, non muhum defideret in his non appareat. Corn. 

hiiloriam contextam coram Nep. in vit. Atcici. 16. 

to 
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/^ abate that wonder^ which had often occurred to fne^ 
why no man had ever attempted the fame work before 
mcy or at leaft in this enlarged andcomprehenjiveform^ 
in which it is now offered to the public. 

Inntfufe of thefe materials^ I have chofen to in- 
fert as many of them as I could ^ into the body of my 
work \ imaginings that it would give both a lujlre Mid 
authority to a fentiment^ to deliver it in the perfcn 
and the very words of Cicero: ejpecially^ if they could 
be managed fo^ as not to appear to be fewed on like 
fplendid patches, but woven originally into the text^ 
as the genuin parts of it. With this view 1 have 
taken occafion to introduce feverat of his Letters^ with 
large extraSis from fuch of his Orations^ as give air; 
particular light into the faRs^ or cufioms^ or charac- 
ters defcribed in the Hijlory^ or which feemed on any 
other account to be curious and entertaining. The fre- 
quent introduSion of thefe may be charged perhaps to 
lazinefs^ and a dejign of fhortening rny fains ^ by fill- 
ing up my Jlory with Cicero'* s words inflead of my 
own : but that was not the cafe ; nor has this part 
of the tajk been the eafiefi to me ; as thofe will readily 
believe, who have ever attempted to tranflate the 
daffical writ&s of Greece and Rome : where the diffi - 
culty is^ not fo much to give their fenfe^ as to give 
it in their language ; that is, in fuch as is aymlogons 
to it^ or what they might befuppofed to fpeak^ if they 
were living at this time ; fince a fplendor of flyky as 
mil as of fentiments^ is neceffary to fupport the idea 
of a fine writer. While 1 am reprejenting Cicero 
therefore as the mofi eloquent of the ancients^ flowing 
with a perpetual eafe and delicacy y and fullnefs of ex^ 
preffionj it would be ridiculous to produce no other fpe- * 
dmenofit^ but what was ftiff and forced^ andoffen- 
Jive to a polite reader : yet this is generally the cafe of 
our modern verfions ; where thefirfl wits of antiquity 
(tre made to fpettk fuch Englifh^ as an, EngU/hman of 
a 3 
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tajl would be ajhamtd to write on atrf original fubjeSl^ 
Verbal tranjlations are always inelegant [r], anJ^ 
necejjarily dejlroy all the beauty of language ; yet by 
departing too wantonly from the letter^ we are apt to 
vary the fenfe^ and mingle fomewhat of our own ; 
franjlators of low genius never reach beyond the firfi \ 
hut march from word to 'ivord^ without making the 
leajl excurjton^ for fear of lofing themfelves \ while 
men offpirit^ who prefer the fecond^ ufually contemn 
the mere tajk of tranflating^ and are vain enough to 
think of improving their Author. I have endeavour- 
ed to take the middle way ; and rnade it my firfl care 
always^ to preferve the fentiment -, and my next^ ta 
adhere to the words^ as far as I was able to exprefs 
them^ in an eafy and yiatural fiile \ which I have va- 
ried Jli II agreeably to the different fubjeSly or the kind 
of writings on which I was employed : and I perfuad$ 
myfelfy that the many original pieces^ which I baive 
tranjlated from Cicero^ as they are certainly the mofi 
fhining^ fo will be found alfo the mofi ufeful parts of my 
work^ by introducing the reader the oftener into the 
company of one^ with whom no man ever converfed^ as 
a very eminent writer tells uSy without coming away 
the better for it [d]. 

After I had gone through my review of Cicero^s 
writings^ my next recourfe was to the other Ancients^ 
both Greeks and Romans^ who had touched upon the 
affairs of that age. Thefe ferved me chiefly^ to fill 
up the interfaces of general Hifioryy and to illujlrat^ 
feveral paffages^ which were but fiightly mentioned by 
Cicero ; as well as to add fome ftories and circum^ 
fiancesy which tradition h(id prefexved^ concerning 

{c] Nee tamen cxprimi [^] Qpis aqtem fumpfit 

verburo e verbo neceffe erit» hujus libros in manuxn, quin 

lit interpretes indiferti folent. furrcxerit animo Tedatiore? 

Cjc. de Finib. 3,4. ^^rafm. £p. ad Jo. Uiatten.r-? 
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^tber Cicero bimfelf^ or any of the chief aElors^ whofe 
characters I had delineated. 

But the Greek Hijlorians^ who treat profejfedly of 
thefe times^ Plutarch^ Appihn^ Dio^ though they are 
all very ufefull for illufirating *many important fa£i$ 
of ancient hiftory^ which would otherwife have been 
lofty or imperfeStly tranfmitted to us^ are not yet to be 
read without fome caution ; as being ftrangers to the 
language^ and cuftoms of Rome ^ and liable to frequent 
miftakesy as weU as fubje^l to prejudices in their re^ 
lation of Roman affairs. Plutarch lived from the 
reign ef Claudius ^ to that of Hadrian ; in which he 
died very old^ in the poffeffton of the Priefthood of 
the Delphic Apollo: and though he is fuppofed to 
have refided in Rome near forty years at different 
times ^ yet be never feems to have acquired a fufficient 
fkillin the Roman language, to qualify himfelf for 
the compiler of a Roman Hiftory . But if wefhould 
allow him all the talents requifite to an Hiftorian^ yet 
the attempt of writing the Jives of all the illuftrious 
Greeks and Romans, was above the ftrength of any 
jingle man J of what abilities and leifure foever ; much 
more of one^ who, as he himfelf tells us^ was fo en- 
gaged in public bujtnefs^ and in giving leSlures of phi- 
lofopby tjo the great men of Rome^ that he had not 
time to make himfelf mafterof the Latin tongue ; 
nor to acquire any other knowledge of it*s words, 
than what he had gradually learnt by a previous 
ufe and experience of things \e\ : his work tberi' 
fort, from the very nature qfit^ mujl needs befuper- 
ficial and imperfeiij and the fketch rather than the 
completion of a great defign. 

This we fif^ to be aSually true in his account of 
Cicero's life, where bejides the particular mijtakeSy 
that baive been charged upon himiy other writers ^ we 

[e] Vid. Platarch. in vie. Demofthen. ipic &vit. Plutar- 
cU per Raaddum. c« 14. 
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fee all the marks of haji^ inaccuracy ^ and *xant of due 
information^ from the poverty and perplexity of the 
whole performance. He huddles over Cicerfs great eft 
aSs in a fummary and negligent manner^ yet dwells 
upon his dreams and'his jelts, which for the greaieft 
part were probably fpurious ; and in the laft Jcene of 
his lifCy which was of all the moft glorious^ when 
the whole counftls of the Empire^ and the fate and 
liberty of Rome rejied on his fhoulders^ there he is 
more particularly trifling and empty ; where he bad 
the fair eft opportunity of difplaying his char alter to 
advantage^ as well as of tlluftrating a curious part 
cf Hiftcry^ which has not well been explaned by any 
writer ; though there are the ampleft materials for 
it in Cicero's Letters and Philippic Orations, of 
which Plutarch appears to have made little or no 
ufe. 

AP PI AN florifhed likewife in the reign of Ha- 
drian [/], and came to Rome probably about the time 
: ' of Plutarch's deaths while his works were in every bo^ 

dy^s hands ; which he had made great ufe of^ andfeems 
to have copied very clofeiy in the moft conftderable paf- 

fages of his hiftory. 

DIO C ASS lUS lived ftill later, from the time 
of the Antonines to that of Alexander Severus ; and 
Ifeftdes the exceptions j that lie againft him in common 
with the other two, is obferved to have conceived a 
particular prejudice againft Cicero -, whom he treats 
on all occajions with the utmoft malignity. The moft 
obvious caufe of it feems to be, his envy to a man, 
who for arts and eloquence was thought to eclipfe the 

fame of Greece \ and by explaning all the parts of 
Philofophf to the Romans in their own language, had 

fuperfededin fomemeafure the ufe of the Greek learn-- 
ing and le£lures at Rome, to which the hungry wits 

[/] Vid. App, de Bell. civ. 1, 2. p. 4.81. 

of 
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if that nation owed both their credit and their bread. 
Another reafon^ not lejs probable^; may be drawn 
likewife from Dio^s charaRer and principles^ which 
were wholfy oppojite to thofe of Cicero : he florifhed 
under the moft tyrannical of the Emperors^ by whom 
be was advanced to great dignity ; and being the 
creature of defpotic power^ thought ^ it a proper com^ 
pHment to it^ to depreciate a name^ fo highly revered 
for it^j patriotifm-y andwhofe writings tended to re^ 
vive that ancient zeal andfpirit of UberJy^ for which 
the people of Rome were once fo celebrated: for we 
find him taking all occafions in his Hiflory^ to prefer 
an abfoluce and monarchical govern n^ent, to a free 
and democratical one, as the moft beneficial to the 
Roman ft ate [^], 

^hefe were the grounds of Bio^s malice to Cicero^ 
which is exerted often fo abfurdly^ that it betrays and 
confutes itfelf. Thus in the debates of the fenate about 
Antony^ hedreffes up afpeechfor Fufius CalenuSj filled 
with all the obfcene and brutal ribaldry againft Cicero^ 
that a profligate mind could invent j as if it were pof- 
ftble toperfuade any man of fenfe^ that fuch infamous 
Stuff could befpoken in the Senate^ at a time^ when Ci- 
cero had an intire afcendant in it^ who at no time ever. 
Offered the leaft infult upon his honor ^ without chaftif- 
ing the aggreffor for it upon the fpot : whereas Cicero's 
Jpeeches in thefe very debates^ which are ftill extant^ 
fhtw^ that though they were managed with great 
warmth of oppojition^ yet it was always with decency 
of language between him andCalenus-^ whom while he 
Tiproves and admonifhes with his ufual freedom^ yet he 
treats with civililyy and fometimes even with compli- 
ments [h}. 

But 
[g\ Vld. Dio, 1. 44* inie. agere fateor ; iracande nego : 
{h'] Nam qaod me tecam omnino irafci amicis non te* 
iracunde agere dixiili folere, mere foleOynefimerentarqui- 
Don eft iu. Vehemei^ter me ., dem. Itaqoe fine verborum 

contu- 
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But a few pajfages from Bio himfelf will 
evince the jujiice of this cenfure upon him : ^^ he 
•* calls Cicero* s fat her ^ a Fuller ^ who yet got his 
' *' livelihood^ he fays, ly drejjing other people* s 
*' vines and olives ; that Cicero was born and 
*' bred amidji the fcourings of old cloaths^ and the 
*« filth of dunghills ; that he was mafter of no 
** liberal fciencCy nor ever did a Jingle thing in his 
** life^ worthy of a great man^ or an Orator: 
** that he projiituted his wife\ trained up his fon in 
** drunkennefs\ committed inceft with his daughter *^ 
•* lived in adultery with Cerellia ; whom he owns 
** at the fame time to be feventy years old [i] :'* 
all which palpable lies^ with many more of the 
fame fort^ that he tells of Cicero^ are yet full 
as credible as what he declares afterwards of him- 
felf^ that he was admoniflied and commanded by 
a vifion from heaven, againji his own will and in^ 
clination^ to undertake the tajk of writing his Hijio- 

Upon thefe colleSlions from Cicero and the 
ether Ancients^ I finifhed the firft draught of my 
Hijioryy before I began to inquire, after the modern 
writer Sy who had treated the fame fubjeSl before 
mej either in whole or in part. I was unwilling 
to look into them fooner^ left they fhould fix any pre- 
judice infenftbly upon me, before I had formed a 
diftinS judgement on the real ft ate of the faSls^ as 
they appeared to me from their original records. 

contamelia a te difTentire pof- quo jadicare debetis me non 

fum, fine animi fummo dolo- cum homine folere, fed cam 

re non pofTum. [Phil. 8. 5.] caufa diffidere. Icaque non 

Satis multo cum Fufio, ac aflendor fo]um» fed etiam 

£ne odio omnia; nihil fine gratias ago Q^-Fufio, &c. 

dolore. [lb. 6.] Quapropter Fbil. xi. o. 

, lit invittts fxpe difienfi a Q^ [1] Vid. Dl6. 1. 46. p. 

Fufio, ita fum iibenter af- 295, kc, 

^nfu9 ejus fentCHHias : cx [ij Ibid. L 73. p. 828. 

For 
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For in writing Hijiory^ as in Travels^ injiead of ' 

franfcribing the relations of tbofe^ who have trod- 
den the fame ground before us^ we fhould exhibit a 
feries of obfervaiions^ peculiar to ourfelves ; fuch as 
the faffs and places fuggejied to our own minds from 
(in attentive furvey of them^ without regard to 
what any one elfe may have delivered about them: 
(ind though in a produSHon of this kindl '^here 
the fame materials are common to all^ maty things 
muft neceffarily be faid^ which had been obferved al- 
ready by others ; yet if the author has any genius^ 
there will always b^ enough of what is newy to 
diftinguifb it ^s an original work^ and to give kifn 
(i right to call it is own^ which I flatter nryfelf 
will be allowed to me in the following Hiftory. 
In this inquiry after the modern pieces^ which had 
gny connexion with my argument^ I got notice 
frefently of a greater number than I ^xpeSed^ 
which bore the title of Cicero^s life ; but upon 
funning over as many of them as I could readily 
fneet witb^ 1 was cured of my eager nefs for hunting 
out the reft \ Jince 1 perceived them to be potbing 
fife but either trifling panegyrics on Cicero's general 
iharaSler^ or imperfect abftraSls of his principal a ffs, 
thrown together within the compafs of a few pages in 
duodecimo^ 

There are two books however ^ which have been 
pf real Hf^ ^o me^ Scbaftiani Corradi Quseftura, 
and M. T. Ciceronis Hiftoria a Francifco Fabricio : 
the firft was the work of an Italian Critic of emi- , 
fient learnings who fpent a great part of his life in 
explaning Cicero* s writings \ but it is rather an 
apology for Cicero, than the Hiftory of his life ; 
ifs chief end being to vindicate Cicero's charaSler 
from all the objeSions^ that have ever been made to 
. // ; and particularly from the mifreprefentations of 
flufarcb^ and the caltfmnies of Dio. fhe piece is 

learned 
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learned andjngenious^ and written in good Latin ; yet 
the dialogue is carried on with fo barjh and forced an 
Allegory^ of a S^uafior or Treafurer producing thefe- 
veral teflimomes of Cicero* s aSls^ under the form of 
genuin money, in oppofition to the fpurious coins of 
the Greek Hifiorians^ that none can read it with 
pleafure^ few with patience : the obfervations however 
are generally juft and well grounded, except that 
the Author* s zeal for Cider o*s honor gets the better 
fomeiimes of his judgement^ and drarjos him into a 
defence of his conduit^ where Cicero him f elf has eroen 
condemned it. 

FABR IC IUS*s Hiftory is prefixed to feveral 
editions of Cicero* s works^ and is nothing more than 
a hare detail of his a£ls and writings^ digefted into 
exaS order J and di/lingui/hed by the years of Rome 
and of Cicero's life, without any explication or 
comment, hut what relates to the fettlement of tie 
time, which is thefole end of the work. But as this 
is executed with diligence and accuracy, fo it has 
eafed me of a great fhare of that trouble, which I 
muft otberwife have had^ in ranging my materials into 
their proper places j in which tafk however I have 
always taken care to confult alfo the Annals of 
Pighius. 

I did not forget likewife to pay a due attention to 
the French Authors, whofe works happened to 
coincide with any part of mine*, particularly^ 
the Hiftory of the two Triumvirates; of the 
Revolutions of the Roman Government ; and 
'of the Exil of Cicero — which are all of them 
ingenious and ufefulh, and have given a fair ac- 
count of the general ftate of the faSts, which th^ 
profefs to illu/lrate. But as I had already been at 
the fountain head, whence they had all drawn their 
materials, fo the chief benefit, that I received from 
them, was to make me review with ftriSler care 

th^ 
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the particular pajfages^ in which I differed from 
them I as well as to remind me of fome few things^ 
which I had omitted^ or touched perhaps more 
flightfy than they deferved. But the Author of the 
Exil has treated his argument the mofi accurately of 
them, by fupporting his fiory^ as he goes along^ 
with original teftimonies from the old authors \ 
which is the onely way^of writing Hiflory that can 
give fatisfaSlion^ or carry conviSion along with it^ 
by laying open the ground on which it is halt ; with^ 
out which Hiflory affumes the air of Romance^ and 
makes no other impreffton^ than in proportion to 
our opinion of the judgement and integrity of the 
Compiler. 

There is a little piece alfo in our own Ian- 
guage^ calledy Obfervations on the life of Ci- 
cero ; which though it gives a very different ac- 
count of Cicero^ from what I have done^ yet I 
could not but read with pleafure^ for the ele- 
gance and fpirit with which it is written^ by 
one who appears to be animated with a warm 
love of virtue. But to form our notions of a 
great man^ from fome flight paffages of his writ- 
ingSj or feparate points of conduSl^ without 
regarding their connexion with the whole ; 
or the figure ^ that they make in his' general cba* 
ra£ler^ is like examining things in a microfcope^ 
which were made to be furveyed in the grofs : every 
mole rifes into a mountain^ and the leafi fpot into 
a deformity ; which , vanijh again into nothings 
when we contemplate them through their proper 
medium^ and in their natural light. Iperfuade my- 
felf therefore^ that a perfon of this writefs good 
fenfe and principles^ when he has conjidered Cicero^s 
whole Hiflory y will conceive a more candid opinion 
of the man, who after a life fpent in a perpetual 

firuggk 
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firuggU againjl vice^ faSion and tyranivf^ fell a Martyr 
at loft to the liberty of his country. 

As 1 have had frequent occafton to recommend 
the ufe of Cicero's Letters to Anticus, for their 
giving the ckarefi light into the Hiftory of thofe 
times ; fo I mujl not forget to do jujlice to the 
pains of one^ who by an excellent tranflation and 
judicious comment upon them^ has made that ufe 
more obvious and acceffihle to all: I mean the leam-^ 
ed Mr. Mongault-, who not content with retail- 
ing the remarks of other Commentators^ or out of 
the rubbifh of their volumes^ with feleSling the 
beft^ enters upon his tafk with the fpirit of d 
true Critic y and by the force of his own genius^ has 
happily illuftrated matr/ paffages^ which all the in- 
terpreters before him had given up as inexplicable. 
But Jince the obfcurity of thefe Letters is now in 
great meafure removed by the labors of this Gentle^ 
man, and efpecially to his own Countrymen^ for 
whofe particular benefit ^ and in whofe language he 
writes \ one cannot help wondering^ that the Jefuits^ 
Catrou and Rouille^ fhould not thinf: it worth while^ 
by the benefit of bis pains^ to have made themfelves 
' better acquainted with them ; which ^ as far as I am 

Me to judge from the little part of their Hijlory^ 
that I have had the curioftty to look tnto^ would have 
prevented feveralmiftakeSy which they have commit ted^ 
with regard both to the fails and perfons of the Cice^ 
ronian age. 

But injlead of snaking free with other peo" 
ple*s mijiakesy it would become me perhaps better t6 
befpeak fome favor for njy own. An Hiftorian, 
* fays Diodorus Siculus, may eafily be pardoned 
for flips of ignorance, fince all men are liable to 
them, and the truth hard to be- traced from paft 
and remote ages : but thofe, who negleft to in- 
form themfelves, and through flattery to fome^ 

or 
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or hatred to others, knowingly deviate from the 
truth, juftly deferve to be cenfured. For my 
parfy I am far from pretending to be exempt from 
errors : all that I can fay ^ is^ that I have commit- 
ted none willfully^ and ufed all the means^ which 
occurred to me^ of defending myfelf againft them : 
but Jince there is not a Jingle Hijiory^ either ancient 
or modern^ that 1 have confulted on this occajion^ 
in which I cannot point out feveralj it would be 
arrogant in me. to imagine^ that the fame inad- 
vertency^ or negligence^ or want of judgement, may 
not be difcovered alfo in mine : if any man there- 
fore will admomfb me of them with candor, I fhaU 
think myfelf obliged to him, as a friend to nay work^ 
for ajjifting me to make it more perfect, and confequent-' 
ly more ufefull : for my chief motive in undertaking 
it was, not to ferve any particular caufe, but to da 
a general good, by offering to the public the ex* 
ample of a character, which of all, that I am 
acquainted with in Antiquity, is the moji accomplifhed 
with every talent, that can adorn civil life ; and the 
beji fraught with leffons of prudence and duty for all 
Conditions of men, from the Prince to the private 
Scholar. 

If my pains therefore fhould have the effeSly 
which I propofcy of raijing ' a greater attention to 
the name and writings of Cicero, and making 
them better underftood and mare familiar to our 
youth ; / cannot fail of gaining my end : for the 
next flep to admiring, is, to imitate ; and it is not 
poffible to excite an affeSion for Cicero, without 
in^ilUng an affeHion at the fame time for every 
thing that is laudable : fince how much foever peo- 
ple may differ in their opinion of his conduit, yet all 
have confiantly agreed in their judgement of his 
works-, that there are none now remaining to us 
from the Heathen worlds that fo beautifully difplay, 

and 



xxxu The PREFACE. 

andfo forcibly recommend all thofe generous princU 
pksj thai tend to exalt and perfeSi human nature i 
the love of virtue^ liberty^ our country^ and of all 
mankind. 

I cannot fupport this refleSlion by a better author 
rityy than that of Erafmus^ who^ having con-^ 
traSed fome prejudices againft Cicero when youngs 
makes a recantation of them when oldy in the foU 
lowing faff age of a Letter to his friend Ulatte- 
nus [/]. 

** When I Wat a boy^ fays hCj / was fonder of 
«* Seneca y than of Cicero ; and till I was twenty 
** years old^ could not bear to fpend any time in 
•' reading him ; while all the other writers of An- 
** tiquity generally pleafedme. Whether nry judge- 
*' ment be improved by age^ I knoiv not \ but am 
*' certain that Cicero never pleafed me fo much^ 
•• when I was fond of thofe juvenile jludies^ as he 
•' does nowy when I am grown old ; not onely for 
" the divine felicity of his ftile^ but the fanSlity 
** of his heart and morals : infhort he has infpired 
** my fouly and made me feel myfelf a better man. 
** / make no fcruple therefore^ to exhort our youth ^ 
" to fpend their hours in reading and getting his 
'* books by hearty rather than in the vexatious 
" fquabbles and peevifh controverftesy with which 
*' the world abounds. For my own party though 
*' / am now in the decline of life^ yet as foon as 
** / have finifhed what I have in handy IJhall think 
" // no reproach to mCy to feek a reconciliation with 
** my CicerOy and renew an old acquaintance with 
•* himy which for many years has been unhappily in^ 
•^ termitted.^^ 

£/] Erafm. Ep. ad Jo. Ulat, in Cic. Tufcul. Qgaeft- 
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Before I conclude this Preface it will not be im-- 
proper to add a fhort abftraS^ or general Idea of 
the Roman government, from ifs firfi infiitution 
by Romulus^ to the time of Cicero*s birth ; that 
tbofe who have not been converfant in the affairs of 
Rome J may not come intire fir angers to the fubjeS 
of the following Hijlory. 

The Conjlitution of Rome is very often celebraied 
by Cicero^ and other writers^ as the moft perfeS of 
all governments ; being happily tempered and com^ 
pofed of the three diflferent forts, that are ufually 
dtfHnguifhed from each other -^ the Monarchical,, 
the Ariftocratical, and the Popular [m^. Their 
King was eleSed by the people^ as the Head of the 
Republic ; to be their leader in war, the guardian 
of the laws in peace : the Senate was his council^ 
chofen alfo by the people, by whofe advice he was 
obliged to govern himfelfin all his meafures: but 
the faverdgrUy was lodged in the body cf the Citi- 
zens, or the general fociety ; whofe prerogative it 
waSy to enadt laws, create Magiftrates, declare 
war [»] ; and to receive appeals in all cafes both 
from the King and the Senate. Some writers have 
denied this right of an Appeal to the people : but 
Cicero exprefsly mentions it among the Regal confti- 
tutions, as old as the foundation of the City [<?] ; 
which be had demonfirated more at large in bis 

[»] Statao efle optime Legib. 2. lo. Polyb. 1. 6. p. 

ConftitQtain Rexnpub. quae ex 460. Dioo. Hal. 1. 2. 82. 

trlbus generibas illis, regali» [fi] Dion. Hal. 1.87. 

optimoj & popularly confafa [0] Nam cum a primo 

jnodice. — Fragm.de Rep. 2. Urbis orta, regiis infticutis. 

Cam in illis de Repub. li- partim etiam legibus, aafpi- 

bris perfnadere videatur A- cia, cxremonise. Comitia« 

fricanus, omnium Rerum frovocationes ^divinitus cf- 

publicarom noflram TCCerem fent indituta. Tufc. Qued. 

illam fuiHe optimam. De 4. i. 

Vol, I; b Treatife 
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^reatife on the Republic j whence Seneca has 
quoted a pajfage in confirmation of it ; and intimates^ 
that the fame right was declared likewife in the 
Pontifical books [/>]• Valerius Maximus gives hs 
an injiance of it^ which is confinned alfo by Livy^ 
that Ho^atius being condemned to die by King 
Tullus, for killing his filler, was acquitted upo;i 
his appeal to the people [^J. 

Tins was the original conjlitution of Rome^ e- 
ven under their Kings : for in the foundation of a 
JiatCy where there was no jorce to compel^ it was 
neceffary to invite men into it by all proper encou- 
ragements i and none could be fo effe5lual\ as the 
affurance of liberty^ and the privilege of making 
their own laws [rj. But the Kings y by gradual 
encroachment^ having ufurped the whole admini- 
ftration to themfelves^ and by the violence of their 
government^ being grown intolerable to a City^ 
trained to liberty and arms^ were finally expelled by 
a general infurreHion of the Senate and the People. 
This was the ground of that irrvincible fiercenefSj 
and love of their country in the old Romans^ by 
which ^ they conquered the world: for the fuperio- 

[p] Cum Ciccronis libroa government of Athens, as it 

de Rcpub. prehendit no- was inllituted by Thefeus ; 

tat, Fro<vocatiQnem ad popu- who prevailed with the dif- 

lum etiam a regibus fuilTe. perfed tribes and famiJies of 

Id ita in Pontijicalihus libris Attica to form themfelves 

aliqui putant & Feneftella. into one City, and live with- 

Senec. Ep. 108. in the fame waifs, under a 

[y] M. Horatius inter- free and popular govern - 

fedai fororis crimine a Tullo ment ; diftributing it's rights 

Rege damnatus, ad populum and honors promiicuoufly to 

provocaio judicio abfolatus them all ; and referving no 

eft. Val. Max. 1. 8. 1. vid. other prerogative to hinifelf, 

Liv. I. 26. but to be their Captain gt^ 

[r] Romulus feems to war, and the Guardiuti of 

have borrowed the plan of their laivs, &c. vid. Plutarch. 

his new ftatc from the old in Thefeo. p. xi. 

rity 
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rity of their civil right Sy naturally infpired a fupe^ 
rior virtue and courage to defend them j and made 
them of courfe the bravejt^ as long as they continued 
thefreejiy of all nations. 

By this revolution of the Government^ their old 
conftitution was not fo much changed^ as refiored to 
it^s primitive Jlate : for though the name of King 
was abolifhed^ yet the power was retained \ with 
this onely differ ence^ that inftead of a fingle perfon 
chofen for life^ there were two chofen annually'^ 
whom they called Confuls ; invejled with all the 
prerogatives and enfigns of Royalty ^ and prejiding 
in the fame manner in all the affairs of the Repub- 
lic [j]: when to convince the Citizens ^ that no- 
thing was fought by the change^ but to fecure their 
common liberty -y and to ejlablifh their fovereignty 
again on a more folid bafis ; one of the firft Confuls^ 
P, Valerius Poplicola^ confirmed by a new laWy 
their fundamental right of an appeal to them in 
all cafes; and by ajecondlaw^ made it capital for 
any man to exercife a Magiftracy in RomCy with- 
out their fpecial appointment [/] ; and as a public 
acknowledgement of their fupreme authority^ the 
fame Conful never appeared in any affembly of the 
people^ without bowing his fafces or maces to 
. them \ which was afterwards the conjlant practice 
of all fucceding Confuls [«]. Thus the Republic 
reaped all the benefit of a Kingly Government^ with- 
out the danger of it ; Jince the Confulsy whofe reign 

[j] Sed quoniam regale Magiftratibus imperabit. De 

civitatis genus, probatum Legib, 3.7. 

qaoQdaiDy non tain regni, [/] Dionyf Hal. 5. 292, 

quam regis viciis repudiatum [u] Vocato ad concilium 

eft ; nomen tamen videbicur populo, fummidis fafcibus in 

regis repudiatum, res mane- concionem afcendit. Liv. 

bit, fi unus omnibus reliquis 2. 7. 

b 2 was 
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was lut annual and accountable ^ could have no ep^ 
portunity of invading it^s liberty^ and ereBing them" 
felves into Tyrants. 

By the expulfwn of the Kings , the City was di- 
vided into two great parties^ the Ariftocratical 
and the Popular ; or the Senate and the Plebei- 
ans [x] ; naturally jealous of each other*s power^ 
and defirous to extend their own : but the Nobles or 
Patricians^ of whom the Senate was compofed^ 
were the moji immediate gainers by the change^ and 
with the Confuls at their heady being now tbefirfi 
movers and adminijirators of all the deliberations 
of the ftate^ had a great advantage over the peo- 
ple ; and within the compafs of Jtxteen years be- 
came fo infolcnt and oppreffive^ as to drive the body 
of the Plebeians to that fecefTion into the facfed 
Mount, whence they would not corfent to return^ 
till they had extorted a right of creating a new or^ 
der of MagiJlrateSj of their own body^ called Tri- 
buns, invejted with full powers to proteSi them 
from all injuries^ and whofe perfons were to be fa- 
cred and inviolable \y\ 

The Plebeian party had now got a head exaSi- 
ly fuited to their purpofe ; fubjedl to no controul ; 
whofe bujinefs it was to fight their battles with the 
Nobility ; to watch over the liberties of the Citi- 
zens \ and to diflinguifh themfelves in their annual 
office^ by a zeal for the popular intereft^ in oppo- 
Jition to /i&(? Ariftocratical : who^ from their firft 
number five, being encreafed afterwards to ten, ne^ 

[x\ Duo genera femper lebant, populares; qui aa- 

in hac civitate fuerunt,— — tem ica fc gerebant, at faa 

ex quibus alteri fe populares, coniilia optimo caique pro- 

alreri optimates & haberi & barent opcimates habebantur« 

cfle voluerunt. Qui ea, quae Pro Sext. 45. 
faciebant, quagque dicebant, [y\ Dion. Hal. 6. 410. 
jucunda muititudini ^Kq vo- 
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ver left Seizing the Senate with frejh demands^ till 
they had laid open to the Plebeian families^ a pro^ 
mifcuous right to all the Magijlracies of the Re- 
public^ and by that means a free admijjion into the 
Senate. 

Thus far they were certainly in the rights and 
aSed like true Patriots ; and after manyfharp con-' 
tefts had now brought the government of Rome to it*s 
perfeS Jiate ; when it*s honors were no longer con- 
fined to particular families y but propofed equally and 
indifferently to every Citizen ; who by his virtue and 
firzifceSy either in war or peace^ could recommend 
himfelf to the notice and favor of his Countrymen : 
while the true balance and temperament of power be- 
tween the Senate and People, which was generally ob- 
ferved in regular times, and which the honejl wifbed 
to eftablifh in all times, was that the Senate fbould 
he the Authors and Advifers of all the public counfils, 
hut the people give them their fanSiion and legal f or ce^ 

The Tribuns however would not flop here ; nor 
were content with fecuring the rights of the Com- 
mons without dejiroying thoft of the Senate \ and 
as oft as they were difappointed in their private 
views, and obJiruSied in the courfe of their ambi- 
tion, ufed to recur always to the populace ; whom 
they could eajily inflame to what degree they thought 
fit by the propofal of faSiious laws for dividing 
the public lands to the poorer Citizens ; or by 
the free diftribution of corn •, or the abolition of 
all debts; which are all contrary to the quiet, and 
difcipline, and public faith of fodeties. This abufe 
of the Tribunkian power was carried to it^s greateji 
heigth by the two Gracchi, who left nothing unat- 
tempted, that could mortify the Senate, or gratify 
the People [z] ; //// by their agrarian laws, and 

\%\ Nihil immetunii nihil denique in eodem ftatu relin- 
traDC[Qilluin, nihil quictam queb^t^ &c. Veil. P. 2. 6. 

other 
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ether feditious a£ls^ which were greedily received hj 
the City^ they had in great meajure overturned that 
equilibrium cf power in the Republic ^ on which it's 
peace and profperity depended. 

But the violent deaths of thefe two Trihuns^ and 
of their principal adherents^ put an end to their fe- 
dition\ and was the firfl civil bloody that was fpilt 
in the flreets of Rome, in any of their public dif 
fenfwns\ which till this time had always been com- 
pote d by the rnHkods of patience and mutual con- 
ceffmns. It mujl jeem fa'ange to obferve^ how thefe 
two illultrlous Brothers, who^ of all men^ were 
the deareft to the Roman people^ yet upon the firji 
refort to arms^ were feverally dtferted by the muU 
titudcj in the very heigth of their authority^ and 
fuffered to be cruelly maffcicred in the face of the 
whole City : which fhews^ what little ftrefs is to be 
laid on the afjijlance of the populace^ when the dif 
pute comes to blows ; and that f edition^ though it 
may often fhake^ yet will never deflroy a free fiate^ 
while it continues unarmed^ and unfdpported by a 
military force. But this vigorous conduSi of the 
Senate^ though it feemed neceffary to the prefent 
quiet of the City^ yet foon after proved fatal to it \ 
as it taught all the ambitious y by a mojl fenfible ex- 
periment^ that there was no way of fupporting an 
ufurped authority^ but by force : fo that from this 
time J as we fhall find in the following fiory^ all thofe 
who afpired to extraordinary powers^ and a do- 
minion in the Republic^ feldom troubled themf^lves 
with what the Senate or people were voting at 
Rome, but came attended by armies to enforce their 
pretenJionSy which were always decided by the longejl 
fword. 

The popularity of the Gracchi was grounded an 
the real affe^ions of the people^ gained by many 
extraordinary privileges^ and fubjtantial benefits 

conferred 
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conferred upon them: but when force was found ne- 
cejfary to controul the authority of the Senate^ and 
to fupport that interefty which was falfely calkd 
popular^ injiead of courting the multitude by real 
jervicesj and beneficial laws^ it was found a much 
porter way^ to corrupt them by money ; a method 
wholly unknown in the times of the Gracchi -, by 
"ivhich the men of power had airways a number of 
mercenaries at their devotion^ reedy to fill the Fo- 
rum at any warding \ who by clamor and violence 
carried all before them in the public affemblieSy and 
came prepared to ratify whatever was propofed 
to them [a] : this kept up the form of a legal pro- 
ceding j while by the terror of arws^ and a fuperior 
force^ the Great could eaftly fupport ^ and carry into 
execution^ whatever votes they had once procured in 
their favor by faction and bribery. 

After the death of the younger Gracchus^ the 
Senate was perpetually laboring to refcind^ cr to 
moderate the laws^ that he had enabled to their pre- 
judice \ efpecially one that affeblcd them the mojl 
fenfibly^ by taking from them tLc right of judica- 
ture ; which they had exercifed from the founda- 
tion of RomCy and transferring it to the Knights. 
This a£l however was equitable j for as the Se?iators 
poffeffed all the Magtjtracies and Governments of 
the Empire^ fo they were the men whofe opprefiions 
were the moft feverely felt^ a7td moji frequently com- 
plained of \ yet while the judgement of all caufes con- 

[^] Itaque homines fedici- dire vidcantur. Num vos cx- 

ofi ac lurbulentl — condudas iliimatis, Gracchos, aut Sa- 

habent condones. Ncqueid tursinum, aut quenquam tl- 

agunt, utea dicant (^ fcrant, lorum veterum, qui popu* 

qu£ illi velint audire, qui in lares habebantur, ullum un- 

condone funt : fed pretio ac quam in concione habuifTe 

mercede perficiant, uc, quic- condudlum ? Nemo habuic 

quid dica^ti id iUi velle aa- Pro Sext« 49. 

tinued 
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tinued in their hands ^ it was their common praSice^ 
to favor and abfolve one another in their tumSy to 
the general fcandal and injury both of the fubje^s 
and allies ; of ivbicb fome late and notorious in- 
fiances bad given a plauftble pretext for Gracchus*s 
law. But the Senate could not bear with patience^ 
to befubjeSied to the tribunal of an inferior order ^ 
. ivbicb bad always been jealous of their power ^ and 
was fure to be fevere upon their crimes : fo that^ 
after many fruitlejs flruggles to get this law re- 
pealed^ j^ Servilius Capio^ who was Conful about 
twenty-five years after ^ procured at laft a mitigation 
of ity by adding 2l certain number of Senators to 
the three centuries of the Knights or Equeftrian 
Judges : with which the Senate was fo highly 
pleafed^ that they honored this Conful with the title 
of their Patron [b]. Caepio's law was warmfy 
recommended by L. Craffus^ the moft celebrated Ora- 
tor of that age^ who in afpeech upon it to the peo- 
ple^ defended the authority of the Senate with all the 
force of bis eloquence : in which Jlate of things^ and 
in this very year of Capio^s Confulfhip^ Cicero was 
bom: and as Craffus's oration was publifhed^ and 
much admired^ when be was a boy^ fo he took it^ as 
he afterwards tells us^ for the pattern both of his 
eloquence, and his politics \c\ 



[^] Is — confulatus decorc, praeflabat. lis cnim Confa- 

maximi pontificacus facerdo- libus earn legem fuafit, qai- 

tio, at Senatus patronus di- bus nos nati ftimus. [Brut. p. 

ceretur, aflecucus. Val. M. 274.] Mibi quidem a pue. 

6. 9. ritia, quafi magiftra fait ilia 

[r] Suaiit Serviliam legem in legem Cacpionis oratio : 

CrafTus — fed hscc Cralli cum in qua & audtoritas oirnatur 

edita eft oratio — quatoor & Senatus, pro quo ordine ilia 

triginta turn habebat annos, dicuntur— ib. 278, 
totidemque annic mlhi aetate 
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S E C T. I. 

MARCUS TuLLjus Ci,cERO wofi bom Coff. 
on the third of January [a\, in thcQi ^prvim^ 
fix-hundrcd-forty -feventh year of Rome, ^ ^^]l]^\ 
about a hundred and feven Years beforeCHRisx [^J.StR^Aijya, 
His birth, if we believe Plutarch, was attended, 
ly prodigies, foretelling the future eminence and 
luftreof his charafter, which might have pajfed^ he 
fays, for idle dreams^ had not the event foon confirmed 
the truth of the predi£iion : but fince we have no 
hint of thefe prodigies from Cicero himfelf, or 
liny author of that age, we may charge them to 

[a] III Nonas Jan. natali three years later than it ough^ 

meo. £p. ad Att. 7. 5. it. 13. to be. Pompey the Great 

4;^. was born alio in the fam^ 

[h] This computation fol- year on the laft of Septem- 

}ow8 the common /Era, of ber. Vid. Pigh. Ann. Plin. 

Chrtd's birth, v^hich is placed 37. 2. 

Vol. L B the 
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the credulity, or the invention of a writer, who 
loves to raife the folemnity of his ftory by the in- 
troduftion of fomething miraculous. 

His mother was called Helvia; a name, menr 
tioned in hiftory and old infcriptions among the 
honourable families of Rome. She was rich, and 
v/ell dcfcended, and had a filler married to a Ro-' 
man Knight of diftinguiflied merit, C. Aculeo, an 
intimate friend of the Orator, L. Craffus, and 
celebrated for a Angular knowledge of the Law ; 
in which his fons likewife, our Cicero's coufin-ger- 
mans, were afterwards very eminent \c']. It is 
remarkable, that Cicero never once fpeaks of his 
mother in any part of his writings ; but his younger 
brother Qiiintus has left a little ftory of her, which 
feems to intimate her good management and houfe- 
wifery J hov; Jhe ufed to fed all her wtne-cajhs^ the 
empty as ivellas the fulU that when any of them were 
found empty and unfealcd^ fhe might know them to 
have been emptied by fiealth ; it being the moft 
ufual theft among the Slaves of great families, to 
fteal their matter's wine out of the veflels \d\. 

As to his father's family, nothing was delivered 
of it, but in extremes [^] : which is not to be won- 
dered at, in the hiftory of a man, whofe life was 
fo expo fed to envy, as Cicero's, and who fell a ^ 
vidlim at laft to the power of his enemies. Some 
derive his defcent from Kings^ others from mecha- 
^i^^ [f] > but the truth lay between both ; for 
his family, tho' it had never born any of the great 

[f] DeOrat. 1.43.2. i. Et figno Ixfo non infanire 

[^] Sicutolim matremme- lagense. Hor. 

am faccre memini, quae lagc [e] See Plutarch's Life of 

nas etiam inanes obfignabat, Cicero. 

ne dicercntur inaues aliqu« [/] Rcgia progenies ^ 

fui^e, qune furtira efTent ex- TuUo fanguis ab alto. Sil. 

ficcata;. E]}. fam. 16. 26. Jtal. 

poiiet qui ignQfcerc 

fervis, 0|Ii^^3 
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offices of the Republic, was yet very ancient and ho^ 
norable [g"]'^ of principal diftinftion and nobility 
in that part of Italy, in which it refided ; and of 
Equejirian rank [i&], from it's firft admifHon to 
the freedom of Rome. 

Some have infinuated, that Cicero afFecled to 
fay but little of the fplendor of his family, for the 
fake of being conftdered as the founder of it ; and 
chofe to fupprefs the notion of his jR^^^/ ex trad ion, 
for the al^erfion that the people of Rome had to 
the name of King \ with which however he was 
fometimes reproached by his enemies [/]. But 
thofe fpeculations are wholly imaginary : for as oft 
as there was occafion to mention the charafter and 
condition of his Anccftors, he fpeaks of them al-r 
ways with great franknefs, declaring them to have 



[g\ Hinc enim orti ilirpe 
antiqaifliina : hie facra, hie 
geoas» hie majorum multa ve- 
ftigia. De Leg. 2. i, 2. 

[h\ The Equeftrian digni 
tj, or that Order of the Ro- 
man people, whieh we com* 
nonly call Kniglfj, had no- 
thing in ic analogous or fimi- 
lar to any order of modern 
Knighthood, but depended 
cndrely upon a cen/uf, or va- 
laation of their eftates^ which 
was ufaally made every five 
ye^Ts by the Cetifors^ in their 
Lufirumf or general review of 
the whole people : when all 
tbpfe Citizens, whofe intire 
fortunes amounted to the 
value of four hundred Sefter- 
tia, that is of 3229/. of our 
money , were enrolled of courfe 
in the lift of Equites or Knights ; 
who were coniidered, as a 
piddle order between the Se- 
Mtorsj 9nd the common peo 



pie, yet without any other 
diftindlion, than the privilege 
of wearing a gold ring, which 
was thepeculiar badge of their 
order. [Liv. 23. 12. Plin, 
Hift. 33. I.] Tbecen/us, or ef- 
tate neceflary to a Senator, was 
double to that of a Knight : 
and if ever they reduced their 
fortunes below that Standard, 
they forfeited their rank, and 
were ftruck out of the roll of 
their order by the Cenfors. 

Si quadringentis fex feptem 
millia defunt. 

Plebs eris 

Hor. Ep. I. I. 57. 

The Order 0/ Knights there- 
fore included in it the whol^ 
Provincial Nobility and Gen- 
try of the Empire, which had 
not yet obtained the honor 
of the Senate. 

[/] Vid. Sebaft. Coirad. 
Qu«ftura, p. 43, 44. 
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hem contend with their paternal fortunes^ and thepri- 
vate honors of their own City^ without the ambition 
of appearing on the public ft age of Rome. Thus 
in a fpeech to the people upon his advancement 
to the Confullhip ; I have no pretence^ fays he, /^ 
enlarge before you^ upon the praifes of my Anceftors \ 
not hut that they were allfuch as myfelfy who am de- 
fcendedfrom their hlood^ and trained by their difdpline \ 
hut becaufe they lived without this applaufe ofpapidar 
fame^ and the fplendor of thefe honors^ which you 
confer [k]. It is on this account therefore^ that 
we find him fo often called a New man ; not that 
his Family was new or ignoble, but becaufe he 
was tlie iirft of it, who ever fought and obtained 
the public Magiftracies of the State. 

Th£ place of his birth wasArpinum; a City 
anciently of the Samnites, now part of the King- 
dom of Naples ; which, upon it's fubmiflion to 
Rome, acquired the freedom of the City, and was 
inferted into the Cornelian Tribe. It had the honor 
alfo of producing the Great C. Marius ; which 
gave occafion to Pompey to fay in a public 
fpeech, That Rome was indebted to this Corporation 
far two Citizens^ who had^ each in bis turn^ pre* 
ferved it from ruin [/J. It may juftly therefore 
claim a place in the memory of pofterity, fof 
giving life to fuch worthies, who exemplified 
the charaftcr which Pliny gives of true glory* 
iy doing what dsferved to be written^ and writing 
what deferved to he read ; and making the world 
the happier and the better for their having lived 
in it [nt]. 

The territory of Arpinum was rude and moun** 
tainous, to which Cicero applies Homer's dc-- 
fcrjption of Ithaca ; 

[/(] De lege Agrar. con. Maxim. 2. 2. 
Rull. ad Quirites. i. [«] Plia. Ep. 

[I] De Lcgib. z. 3. Val. ^ 
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•yij r^^i& />^^i, j^^/ ^^^^ a generous race/ \n\ 

The family feat was about three miles from the 
Town in a flcuation extremely pleafant, and well 
adapted to the nature of the climate. It was fur- 
rounded with groves and (hady walks leading from 
the houfe to a river, cMcd Fiirenus -, which was 
divided into two equal ftreams^ by a little IJlandj 
covered with trees and a portico^ contrived both for 
fludy and excrcife, whither Cicero ufed to retire^ 
when he had any particular work upon his hands. 
The clearnefs and rapidity of the ftream murmuring 
tbro^ a rocky channel ; the Jhade and verdure of ifs 
hanks, planted with tall poplars \ the remarkable 
coldnefs of the water ; and above all^ it^s falling by a 
cafcade into the nobler river Uris^ a little belo-w the 
yiand^ gives us the idea of a mcjl beautiful fcene^ as 
Cicero himfelf has dcfcribed it. When Atticus 
firft faw it, he was charmed with it, and wondered 
that Cicero did not prefer it to all his other houfes ; 
declaring a contempt of the labored magnificence^ 
marble pavements^ artificial canals, and forced fireams 
of the celebrated Villa's of Italy, compared with the 
natural beauties of this place | (?]. The houfe, as 
Cicero (ays^ was but fmall and humble in his Grand^ 
. father^ s time, according to the ancient frugality^ like 
the Sabine farm of old Curius -, till his father beauti^ 
^d and enlarged it into a hand/cm andfpacious habi* 
Nation. 

But there cannot be a better proof of the de- 
lightfulnefs of the place, than that it is now pof- 
fcffed by a Convent of Monks, and called the Villa 
^f St. Dominic [p]. Strange revolution 1 to fee 

' Cicero*s 

M Ad Att. z. xu Odyff. [o] De Legib. 2. i, 2, 3. 

9.?7. [/>J Apprelfo la Villa di S. 

B 3 Dome-- 
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Cicero^ s porticoes converted to Monkijh cloijlers ! the 
feat of the moft refined reafon, wit, and learning, 
to a nurfery of fuperftition, bigottry, and enthu- 
fiafm ! What a pleafure muft it give to thefe Do- 
mnican Inquifitors^ to trample on the ruins of a 
man, whofe writings, by fpreading the light of 
reafon and liberty through the world, have been 
one great inftrument of obftrufting their unwea- 
ried pains to enflave it. 

Cicero, being the firft-born of the family, 
received, as ufual, the name of his Father, and 
Grandfather, Marcus. This name was properly 
* perfonal, equivalent to that of Baptifm with us, 
and impofed with ceremonies fomcwhat analogous 
to it, on the ninth day, called the lujirical, or da;^ 
of purification [y] ; when the child was carried to 
the Temple, by the friends and relations of the 
family, and before the altars of the Gods, recom- 
mended to the proteAion of fome tutelar Deity. 

TuLLius was the name of the family •, which 
in old language fignificd flowing ^r^^jwj, ox- du5is 
ofwatef\ and was derived therefore probably from 
their ancient fituation, at the confluence of the 
two rivers [r]. 

The third name was generally added on account 
of fome memorable adtion, quality, or accident, 
which diftinguifh the Founder, or chief perfon 
of the family. Plutarch fays, that the furname of 
Cicero was owing to a wart or excrefcence on the 
nofe of one of his Ancefiors^ in the fhape of a vetcby 

Doineako ; bora co(i nomi- rum Dta^ a nono nafcentiam 

nato quedo luogo, ove nac- die nuncupata, qui luftricus 

que Cicerone, come dice Pie- dicitur; eft aucem dies luftri- 

tro Marfo, laquale Villa e dif- cus, quo infantes luftraniur & 

coda da Arpino da tremiglia. nomen accipiunt. Macrob« 

Vid. Leand. Alberti difcrit- Sat. i. i6. 
•tione d'ltalia, p. 267. [r] Pompeius Feftus in vo- 

[q\ Eft NundinaKom^TiO' ccTut/iut, 

wbfcb 
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wind the Ramans called Cicer [j] : but Pliay tells 
us more credibly, thai allthofe names ^ which had a 
reference to any /pedes of grain, as the Fahii, Len - 
/«/?, £ff r. were acquired by a reputation of being the 
befi hufhandmen or imp-overs of that fpecies [/]. 
As Tullius therefore, the family name, was derived 
from the Jituation of the Farm, fo Cicero, the fur- 
name, from the culture of it by vetches. This, 
I fay, is the moft probable, becaufe Agriculture 
was held the moft liberal employment in old 
Rome, and thofe Tribes, which refided on their 
farms in the country, the moil honorable ; and this 
very grain, from which Cicero drew his name, 
was, in all ages of the Republic, in great requeft 
with the meaner people; being one of the ufual 
hrgeffes beftowcd upon them by the rich, and fold 
every where in the Theatres and Streets ready 
purched or boiled for prefent ufe \u\ 

Cicero's Grandfather was living at the time of 
his birth, and from the few hints, which are left 
of him, feems to have been a man of bufinefs and 
intereft in his country [x]. He was at the head 
of a party in Arpinum, in oppofition to a bufy tur- 
bulent man, M. Gratidius, whofe fitter he had 
married, who was puQiing forward a popular law, 
to oblige the town to tranfadl all their affairs by 
hallot. The caufe was brought before the Copful 

[i] This has given rife to [/] Hid. N^t. i8. 3. i. 

a blunder of fome Sculptors, \u\ In cicere atque faba, 

who, in the Bujis of Cicero^ bonatu perdafq; lupinis, 

have formed the refemblance Latus \xt in Circo fpatiere 

of this 'vetch on his nofe ; & aeneu^ ut des. 

cot refle^ing, that it was Hor. Sat. L 2. 3. i8ir. 

the name onely, and not the Ncc fiquid fridli ciceris 

*vitcb itfelf, which was tranf- probat & nucis emtor. 

Bsttted to him by his Ancef- Art. poet. 249. 

tors. [x\ De Legib. z. i. 

B 4 Scaurus^ 
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Scaurus ; in which old Cicero behaved himfclf (b 
well, that the Conful paid him the compliment to 
wifh, tba^ a man of kis fpirit and virtue WBuld ctntU 
and ail with tbtm in the great Theatre of the -R^* 
public^ and not confine bis taUtits to the narrow fphere 
of bis orvn Corporation [y]. There is a faying 
likewife recorded of this old Gentleman, that the 
men ofthofe times wve like t be Syrian Jla^es \ the more 
Greek tbey knew^ tbe greater krurjes tbej ix:ere \%\ : 
which carries with it the notion of an old Pa- 
. triot, fevere on th*? importation of foreign arts, 
as deftruftive of the difcipline and manners of his 
country. This Grandfather had two fons \ Maraus 
the elder, the father of our Cicero; and Lucius, a 
particular friend of the celebrated Orator M. An- 
tonius, whom he accompanied to his government 
of Cilida [^ ] ; and who left a fon of the fame 
name, frequently mentioned by Cicero ; with great 
aflfeftion, as a youth of excellent virtue and ac* 
compliftiments \b\ 

His father Marcus alfo was a wife and learned 
man, whofc merit tecommended him to the fami- 

[y\ Ac nodro qDidem hdic> Delos, aod fold them there 
cum res eflet ad fe delata, to tht Greeks, thro* whole 
Conful Scaarus, utinam, in- hands they ufoally pafTed to 
quit, M. Cicero, ifto animo Rome : thofe Slaves there- 
atqae virtu te, in fomma Re- fore, who had lived the long- 
pub, nobifcom verfari, quam eft with their Grecian maf- 
in municipali voluifles ! Ibid, ters, and confequently talked 
3.16. Greek the bed, were the moft 

\%\ Noftros homines iimi- pradifed in all the little tricks 

!es t^t Syromm venalinm \ and craft that fervitude nata- 

ut quifque optime gra^ce fci- rally teaches ; which old Ci- 

ret, ita t%t nequifiimum. De cero, like Cato the Cenfor, 

Orat. 2. 66. imputed to the arts and man- 

M B. A great part of the ncrs of Greece itfelf. Vid. 

Slaves in Rome were Syrians; Adr. Turneb. in jocos Cice* 

for the Pirated of Cilicia, ron. 

Who ufed to infeft tbe coafts {a\ DeOrat. 2. i. 

of Syria, tarried all their \h\ De Finib. 5. t^ ad 

Captives to the Market of Att. 1. 5. 

Itaritjf 
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liarity of the principal Magiftratcs of the Re- 
public, cfpccially Cao, L. Craffus, and L. Cac- 
far [c] 5 but being cfan infirm and lender conjiitn- 
tm, he fpeni bis life chiefly at Arpinum^ in an ele* 
gant retreiU and thejludy vf polite letters [d]. 

But hi» chief employment, from the time of 
his having Sons, was to give them the beft educa- 
tion, which Rome could afford, in hopes to excite 
in them an ambition of breaking thro' the indo- 
lence of the family, and afpiring to the honors of 
the State. They were bred up with their Coufins^ 
the young AcuUo^s^ in a method approved and direlied 
iy L Crajfus \ a man of the firft dignity, as well as 
the firft eloquence in Rome, and by thofe very I 
mfters^ whom CraJJus him/elf made ufeof[e]. The / 
Romans were of all people the moft careful and / 
cxaft in the education of their children: their/ 
attention to it began from the moment of their' 
birth ; when they committed them to the care of 
fome prudent matron of reputable charafter and 
condition, whole bufinefs it was to form their firft^ 
habits of a^ng and fpeaking \ to watch their 
growing paffions, and dired them to their pro- 
per objeds ; to fupcrintend their fports, and fuf- 
fer nothing immodeft or indecent to enter into 
them ; that the mind preferved in it's innocence, 
nor depraved by a taft of falfe pleafure, might 
be ac liberty to purfue whatever was laudable, 
and apply it's whole ftrength to that profeffion in 
which it defired to excell [/]. 

It 

[c] £p. fam. 15. 4. de O- CrafTo placerent, 8c ab lis 

rat. 2. I. dodtoribus, qaibas ille utere- 

[/| Qui cum eflet infirma tur» erudiremur. De Orat. 

valetodine, bic fere xtatem 2. i. 

cgit in Uteris. De Legib. 2.1. [/] Eligebatar autem aliqua 

[e] Commie nos cum con- major natu propinqua, cujas 

ibbrinis noftris, Aculeonis probatis, fpe£tatifque mori- 

filiis, & ea difceremus^ quae busiomnis ciijufpiamfamilias 

foboles 
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It was the opinion of fomc of the old Matters, 
that Children Jhould not be inJiruSed in letters^ till 
they were /even years old ; but the beft judges ad- 
vifed, that no time of culture Jhould be loji^ and that 
their literary inftruSion Jhould keep pace with their 
moral ; that three years onely Jhould be allowed to the 
nurjes^ and when they Jirjl began to Jpeak^ that they 
Jhould begin aifo to learn [^]. It was reckoned a 
matter likewife of great importance, what kind of 
language they wer$ Jirji accujiomed to hear at horne^ 
and in what manner not onely their nurfes^ but their 
fathers and even mothers /poke i fince their firft ha- 
bits were then neceffarily formed, either of a pure 
or corrupt elocution ; thus the two Gracchi were 
thought to owe that elegance of fpeaking, for 
which they were famous, to the injiitution of their 
mother Cornelia : a woman of great politenefs, 
whofe epijiles were read and admired long after her 
death for the purity of their language [i6]. 

This probably was a part of that domejiic difci- 
plincj in which Cicero was trained, and of which he 
often fpeaks ; but as foon as he was capable of a 
more enlarged and liberal inftitution, his father 
brought him to Rome, where he had a houfe of 
his own [/], and placed him in a public fchool, un- 
der an eminent Greek matter, which was thought 
the beft way of educating one who was defigned 
to appear on the public ftage, and who, as Quin- 
tilian obferves, ought to befobred^ as not t^ fear the 

foboles committcretur, &c. 319. edit. Sebaft. Corradi. 
qua? difciplina tc fevcritas co [»] This is a farther proof 

pertinebat, ut iiDcera ^ inte- of the wealth and florilhing 

gra &: nullis pravitatibus de- condition of his family ; (ince 

torta uniufcujofque natura, the rent of a moderate hoafe 

loco Hatim peQore arnperet in Rome, in a repuuble part 

artcs honcllas, &c. Tacit, of the City, fit for one of 

Dial, de Oratorib, 28. Eqncftrian rank, was aboat 

Lc] Q!?intiK I. I. /w humind f9msds SttrUnz 

\l] Ibid. it. in Bnit. p* per aniu 
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^bt of men ; Jince that can never he rightly learnt in 
folitude^ which is to be produced before crowds [k]. 
Here he gave the firft fpccimen of thofe fliining 
abilities which rendered him afterwards fo illuf- 
trious ; and his fchool- fellows carried home fuch 
ftories of his extraordinary parts and quicknefs 
in learning, that their pafents were often induced 
to vifit the fchooly for the fake of feeing a Youth 
af fuch furprijing talents [/J. 

About this time a celebrated Rhetorician, 
Plotius, firfi fet up a Latin fchool of eloquence in 
Rome^ and had a great refort to him [m] : Toung 
Cicero was very defirous to be his fcholar, but 
was over- ruled in it by the advice of the learned, 
who thought the Greek mafters more ufeful in 
forming to the Bar, for which he was defigned. 
This method of beginning with Greek is ap- 
proved by Quintilian ; becaufe the Latin would 
cGtne of itfelf and itfeemed moji natural to begin, from 
the fountain^ whence all the Roman learning was de- 
rived: yet the rule^ he fays, muft be praiHfed with 
fome reJiri£iion^ nor the ufe of a foreign language 
pjhed fo far to the negle£i of the native^ as to 
acquire with it a foreign accent and vicious pronuncia- 
tion [»]. 

Cicero's Father encouraged by the promifing 
genius of his Son, fpared no cod nor pains to im- 
prove it by the help of the ableft Mafters, and 
among the other inftrudtors of his early Youth, 
put him under the care of the Poet Archias. who 
came to Rome with a high Reputation for learn- ^ 
ingand poetry, when Cicero was about five years old^ 
and lived in the family of Lucullus [d?] : for it was 
the cuftom of the great in thofe days to enter- 

[^] L. I. 2 toribus, c. 2. 

[/] Plutarch in his life. [»] L. i, i. 

[w] Saeion. de Claris Rhc- [«] Pro Archia. i. 3. 

tain 
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tain in their houfes the principal Scholars and Phi^ 
lofophers of Greece, with a liberty of opening a^ 
School, and teaching, together with their owa 
children, any of the other young nobility and 
gentry of Rome. Under this Matter, Cicero 
applied himfelf chiefly to poetry, to which he 
was naturally addicted, and made fuch a proficien* 
cy in it, that while he was ftill a boy, he com- 
pofed and publifhed a Poem, called Glaucm Pon- 
iius, which was extant in Plutarch's time [j>]. 

After finiftiing the courfe of thefe puerile. ftu- 
dies, it was the cuftom to change the habit of the 
boy, for that of the man, and take what they called 
the manly gown, or the ordinary robe of the Citi- 
zens : this was an occafion of great joy to the young 
men ; who by this change pafTed into a ftate of 
greater liberty and enlargement from the power of 
their Tutors [q]. They were introduced at the 
fame time into the Forumj or the great fquare of the 
City, where the Aflemblies of the People were 
held, and the Magiftrates ufed to harangue to them 
from the Rojlra^ and where all the public pleadings 
and judicial proceedings were ufuaJly tranfaded : 
this therefore was the grand School of bufinefs and 
eloquence ; the fcene, on which all the affairs of 
the Empire were determined, and where the foun- 
dation of their hopes and fortunes were to be laid : 
fo that they were introduced into it with much fo- 
lemnity, attended by all the friends and depend- 

[p] Plutarch, — This vogue with all Seamen ; and 

Glaucus was a fifherman of the Hory furnilhed the argu- 

Anthedon in Boeotia ; who, ment to one of iElchylus^s 

upon eating a certain herb. Tragedies. Paufan. Boeot. 

Jumped into the Sea, and be- c. 22. 
came a Sea-God : the place [q] Cum primum pavido 
was ever after called Glau^ cullos mihi purpura ceffit. 
ats^s leap; where there was Perf. Sat. 5. 30. 
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ents of the family, and after divine rites per- 
formed in the Capitol^ were committed to the 
fpecial proteftion of fome eminent Senator, dif- 
tinguifmd for his eloquence or Knowledge of 
the laws, to be inftrufted by his advice in the 
management of civil affairs, and to form them* 
felves by his example for ufeful members and 
Magiftrates of the Republic* 

Writers are divided about the precife time 
of changing the pumle for the manly gown : what 
items the moft probable, is, that in the old Re* 
public it was never done till the end of the fc^en^ 
teentbyear ; but when the ancient difcipline be- 
gan to relax. Parents, out oi indulgence to their 
children, advanced this aera of joy one year ear- 
lier, and gave* them the gown at Jtxteen^ which 
was the cuftom in Cicero's time. Under the 
Emperors, it was granted at pleafure, and at any 
age, to the great or their own relations; for 
Nero received it from Claudius^ when bejuji enter^ 
edinto bis fourteenth year ^ whichy as Tacitus fays, 
was given before the regular feafon [r]. 

Cicero, being thus introduced into the Fo- 
rum, was placed under the care of Q^^ucius 
Scasvda the Augur ^ the principal Lawyer as well 
as Statefman of that age who had pafled thro' 
all the offices of the Republic, with a Angular 
reputation of integrity, and was now extremely 
old : Ocero never Jiirred from bisjide^ but carrfully 
treafured up in his memory all the remarkable fay- 
ingSy which dropt from bim^ . as fo many lejfom of 
prudence for his future conduS [j] ^ and after his 
death applied himfelf to another of t]ie fame 
family, Scavola the Higb-prieft^ a perfon of equal 

[r\ Ann. iz. 41. Yid. Auguil. 8. & Notas Piufci. 
Norris Cenotaph. Pifan. [j] Pe Amicit. i. 
Pifler. z. c. 4, it. Sucton. 

charaiSer 
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charaftcr for probity and Ikill in the law ; who, tho* 
be did not profefs to teacb^ yet f reefy gave bis advice 
to all the young ftudents^ who eonfultedbim [/J. 

Ukder thefe mafters he acquired a complete 
knowledge of the laws of his country ; a foun* 
dation ufeful to all who defign to enter into 
public affairs ; and thought to be of fuch confe- 
quence at Rome, that it was tbe commen exercife 
of boys at fchooly to learn tbe laws of tbe twelve 
tables by beart^ as tbey did tbeir Poets and Clqffie 
autbors [«]. Cicero particularly took fuch pains 
in tnis (ludy, and was fo well acquainted with the 
mod intricate parts of it, as to be able to fuftain 
a difpuce on any queflion with the greateft Law- 
yers of his age [x\ : fo that in pleading once a- 
gainft his friend S. Sulpicius, he declared by W2if 
of raillery, what he could have made good like- 
wife in fad, tbat if be provoked binty be would 
profe/s bimfelfa Lawyer in three days time [jr]. 

The profeffion of the law, next to that of 
arms and eloquence, was a fure recommendation 
to the firft honors of the Republic [2], and for 
that reafon was preferved as it were hereditary 
in fome of the nobleft families of Rome \a'\ ; 
who, by giving their advice gratis to all, who 
wanted it, engaged the favor and obfervance of 
their fellow Citizens, and acquired great authori- 
ty in all the affairs of flate^ Ic was thp cuftom of 
thefe old Senators, eminent for their wifdom and 
experience, to walk every morning up and down 



[/] Brut. p. 89. 
6eb. Corradi. 

DeLegib. 2. 23. 
Ep. fani. 7. 22. 
y\ ProMurana, 13. 
2] Ibid. 14. 

Quorum vcro pa;re» 



Edit, aut inajores ali^ua gloria 
prasftiterunt, ii ftudent plc- 
rumque in eodem gener^ 
laudis exccUere : ut (^ Mu» 
tius P. filius, in jure civili, 
OfF. I. 32. 2. 19, 
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the Forum^ as a fignal of their offering themfelves 
finely to all, who had occafion to confult them, 
not onely in cafes of law, but in their private and 
domeftic affairs [b"]: But in later times they 
chofe to fit at home with their doors open, in a 
kind of throne or raifed featy like the Confeflbrs 
in foreign Churches, giving accefs and audience 
to all people. This was the cafe of the two Scas- 
vola's, efpecially the Augur^ whofe houfe was 
called the Oracle of the City [r ] ; and who, in the 
Marjic war^ when worn out with age and infirmi^ 
iieSt g^^^ fr^^ admijfton every day to all the Citi- 
wis^ as foon as it was lights nor was ever feen by 
mfin his bed during that whole war [d\. 

But this was not the point that Cicero aimed 
at, to guard the eftates onely of the Citizens : his 
views were much larger ; and the knowledge of 
the law was but one ingredient of many, in the 
charafter which he afpired to, of an univerfal Pa^ 
troUy not onely of the fortunes, but of the lives 
and liberties of his countrymen : for that was the 
proper notion of an Orator or Pleadtr of caufes i 
whofe profeffion it was, to fpeak aptly ^^ elegantly^ 
and copotifly on every fubje£l which could be offered 
tdbim^ and whofe art therefore included in it all other 
arts of the liberal kindj and could not be acquired to 
aiTf perfeSlioHj without a competent knowledge of 

[ij M' vcro Manilium nos [c] Eft enim fine dubio 

etiam vidimus tranfverfo am- domus JurifcpnTulci totius 

bulantcm foro ; quod erat in- Oracolum civitatis. Teftis 

figoe, eom, qai id faceret, eft hujufce Q^Mucii janaay 

facerecivibus omnibus confilii & veftibalum, quod in ejus 

All copiam. Ad quos oHm & infirmiftima valecudine, affec- 

ica ambulantes & in folio fe- taque jam scare, maxima 

dentes domi ita adibatur, non quotidie frequencia civium, ae 

folam otde jarecivili ad eos, fummorum hominum fplen* 

verum etiam de filia collo- dore celebratur. De Orac^ 

canda — de omni denique aut 1.49. 

officio aut negotio rcfcrxetur. [/] Philip. 8. x. 
Dc Orat. 3. 33. 

I whatever 
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whatever was great and laudable in the Unherfe. 
This was his own idea of what he had under- 
taken [^] \ and his prefent bufinefs therefore was^ 
to lay a foundation fit to fuftain the weight of this 
great character : fo that while he was ftudying the 
. law under the Scasvola's, he fpent a large fliare of 
his time in attending the pleadings at the bar^ 
and the public fpeeches of the Magiilrates, and 
never paffed one day withotU writing ami reading 
fometbing at homey conftantly taking notes, and 
making comments on what he read. He was fond, 
when very young, of an exercife, which had been 
recommended by fome of the great Orators before 
him, of reading over a number of verfes of fom 
e/leemed Poety or a part of an Oration fo carefulfyi 
as to retain thefubjiance of them in bis memory ^ and 
then deliver the fame fentiments in different words^ 
the mofi elegant that occurred to him. But he fbon 
grew weary of this, upon reflcding, that his au- 
thors had already employed the beft words which 
belonged to their fubjedl j fo that if he ufed the 
fame, it would do him no good, and if dific- 
rent, would even hurt him, by a habit of Ufing 
worfe. He applied himfelf therefore to another 
tafk of more certain benefit, to tranflate into Latin 
thefeleSi fpeeches of the beji Greek Orators^ which 
gave him an opportunity of oblerving and employ- 
ing all the moll elegant words of his own language, 
and of enriching it at the fame with new ones^ 
borrowed or imitated from the Greek [/]. Nor did 
he yet negled his poetical ftudies ; for he now 
tranQated Aratus on the PL-enG-mena of the heavens^ 
into Latin verfe^ of which many fragments are ftill 
extant; and publiflicd alfo an original Poem of 
the Heroic kind^ in honor of his Countryman C. 
Marius. This was much admired and often reai 

[f] De Orat. j. 5. 6, 13, [/] Dc Orator, i. 34, 
16. 
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hy AtticHs \ and old Scsevola was fo pleafed with it, 
that in an Epigram, which he feems to have made 
upon it, he declares, that it would tive as long as 
the Roman name and learning fubjified [^] : there re- 
mains ftill a little fpecimen of it defcribing a mc^ 
morahk omen given to Marius from the Oak of Ar^ 
finum, which from the fpirit and elegance of the 
defcriptioa (hews, that his Poetical gpnius wa3 
fcarce inferior to his Oratorial, if it had been cul- 
tivated with the fame diligence [b]. He publithed 
another Poem alfo called Umon ; of which I>ona« 
tus has preferved four lines in the life of Terence^ 
in praife of the elegance and purity of that Poet's 
ftile [/]. But while he was employing himfelf in 
thefe juvenile exerciies for the improvement of 
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\£\ Eique, at ait Scsvola 
de fratris mei Mario, — capef- 
cet feclis imiamerabilibos. 
DeLeg. i. i. 

\h'\ Hie Jovii altifoni fa- 
bico pinoata Satelles 
Aiboris e tronco, ferpentis 

faocia morfa, 
Sabjagat ipfa feris traosfigens 

ooguibas anguem 
Semianiinuniy U raria gravi- 

tercervice micantem ; 
Qaem fe intorqoentem lani- 

ans roftroque craentans, 
Jam fatiata animos, jam da- 

ros uica dolores, 
Abjicitefflantem>& laceratam 

adfligit in linda, 
Seqoe obita a Soils, nitidos 

convertit ad ortos. 
flanc abi praepetibos peanis 

lapfuque volantem 
Conlpexit Marius, divini Na- 
' minis Augor, 
Faaftaqae figna fux laudis, 

reditofque notavic; 

Vol. I. 



Partiboa iatoooit coeli Pater 

ipfe finiftris. 
Sic Aquilac clarion firmavit 

Japiceromen. 

De Divin. i, 47. 

[/] We have no account of 
the argument of this piece, or 
of the meaning of it% title \ it 
was probably nothing more 
than the Greek word AiijiAi^ ; 
to intimate, that the poem, 
like a meadow or garden, ex- 
hibited a variety of different 
fancies and flowers. Th^ 
Greeks, as Pliny fays, were 
fond of giving fuch titles to 
their books, as n^y^sxlai, 

[Praef. Hift. Nat.] and Pam- 
philas the Grammarian y a^ 
Suidas tells us, publiihed a 
AniJMp, or a Colledlion of va- 
rious fubje^. Vid. in Paoa* 
phil. 

C his 
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his invention, he applied himfelf with no lefs irt» 
duftry to Pbilofaphy^ for the enlargement of his 
mind and underltanding ; and among his other 
Mafters, was very fond at this age of Phaedrus 
the Epicurean : but as foon as he had gained a 
little more experience and judgment of things^ 
he wholly deferted and conftantly difliked the 
principles of that fed ; yet always retained a par- 
ticular efteem for the man, on account of his 
iearning, humanity and politenefs [^]. 

The peace of Rome was now difturbed by a 
^omeftic war^ which writers call the IfaHcj Social^ 
t)r Marfic .^ it was begun by a confederacy of the 
principal Towns of Italy, to fupport their demand 
of the freedom of the City : the Tribun Drufu^ 
had made them a promife of it, but was alTailinat- 
cd in the aftemprt: x£ publilhing a law to confer 
it : this made them defperate, and refolve to ex- , 
tort by force, what they could not obtain by en- 
treaty [/]. They alledged it to be unjuji^ to ex- 
clude them from the rights of a City ^ which theyfuf* 
tained by their arms \ that in all ifs wars tbg fur-^ 
fiifloed twice the number of troops^ which Rome itfelf 
did ; and had rmfed it to all that height of power ^ 
for which it now defpifd them [w]. This war was 
carried on for above two years, with great fierce- 
nefs on both fides, and various fuccefs : two Ro- 
tnan Confuls were killed in it, «nd their armies of^ 
ten defeated ; till the Confederates, weakened alfo 
by frequent loffes, and the defertion of one Ally 
after another, were forced at lall to fubmit to the 
fuperior fortune of Rome [»]. During the hurry 
t)f the war, the bufinefs of the Forum was inter- 
mitted ; the greateft part of the Magiftratcs, as 
well as the Pleaders, being perfonally engaged iR 



m Ep. fem. 13. I. r«l Veil. Pat. 2. ic. 

[/] Philip. 12. 27. [n] Plor. 3. 18. 
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!t ; Hoftenfius the moft florifliing young Orator 
ar the bar, was a volunteer in it the firft year, and 
cemmanded a regiment thefecond [o]. 

CiCERO likewife took the opportunity to make 
t campaign, along with the Conful Cn. Pompeius 
Strabo, the father of Pompey the Great : this was 
a conflant part of the education of the young 
Nobility ; to learn the art of war by perfonal fer- 
vice, under fomc general of name and experience ; 
for in an Empire raifed and fupported wholly by 
arms, a reputation of martial virtue was the (hort- 
eft and fureft way of rifing to it's higheft honors ; 
and the conftitutipn of the government was fuch, 
that as their Generals could not make a iigure 
even in Camps, without fome inilitution in the 
politer arts, efpecially that of /peaking graceful-* 
^ [?] » fo thofe, who applied thcmfelves to the 
peaceful ftudies, and the management of civil 
affairs, were obliged to acquire a competent (hare 
of military (kill, for the fake of governing Pro* 
vJQces, and commanding armies, to which they 
all fucceeded of courle from the adminiftration of 
the great Offices of the State. 

In this' expedition Cicero was prcfent at a confe- 
rence between Pompeius the Conful, and Vettius 
the General of the Mar(i, who had given the Ro- 
mans a cruel defeat the year before, in which the 
Conful Rutilius was killed [^]. It was held m 
fight of the two Camps, and managed with great 
decency ; the Conful's brother Sextus, being an old 
acquaintance of Vettius, came from Rome on pur- 
pofe to aflift at it ; and at the firft fight of each 
other, after lamenting the unhappy circumftancc 

[o] Brut. 425. Imperatoria^ -*^ pr. leg. Ma- 

Xt\ Qpantum dicendi gra- nil. 14. 

yiute & copia valeat, in quo [q\ Appian. Bell, civ* p» 

ipfi) ineft qusdam dignitas 376. 

Q z of 
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of their meeting at the head of oppofite armies, ht 
alked Vettius, by what titk be Jhouldnow fduU 
bimj of friend or enemy : to which Vettius replied, 
Call me friend hy inclination^ enemy by nec^tty [r]. 
Which fhews, that thefe old Warriors had not 
lefs politenefs in their civil, than fiercenefs in 
their hoftile encounters. 

Both Marius and Sylla ferved as Lieutenants 
to the Confuls in this war, and commanded te* 
parate armies in different parts of Italy \ but Ma^* 
rius performed nothing in it anfwerable to his great 
name and former glory : his advanced age had 
cncreafed his caution, and after fo many triumphs 
and Confulihips, he was jealous of a reverie d 
fortune ; fo that he kept himfelf wholly on the 
defenfive, and, like old Fabius, chofe to tire out 
the enemy by declining a battel $ content witi) 
fnatching fome little advantages, that opportunity 
threw into his hands, without fuffering them how^ 
ever to gain any againft him [s\. Sylla on the othei 
hand was ever active and enterprizing : he had 
not yet obtained the Confulfhip, and was fighting 
for it, as it were, in the fight of his Citizens ; k 
that he was conftantly urging the enemy to a 
battel, and glad of every occafion to fignalize his 
military talents, and eclipfe the fame of Marius 5 
in which he fucceeded to his wilh, gained many 
confiderable viftorics, and took feveral of 'theii 
Cities by ftorm, particularly Stab^e^ a Town ol 
Campania, which he utterly demolifiied [/]. 

[r] Quern teappellem, in- Pompeiom & L. Carbonreni 

quit? ac ilJe ; Voluntate hof- CoC prid. Kal. Maij, que 

pitem, neceffitate hollem. die L. SyJIa legatus bcllo {o 

VhW* 12- xi. ciali id delevit, quod nun< 

[j] Plutar. in Marias. in villas abiic. Intercidit ib 

[/J Plut. in Sylla. In Cam- & Taurania. PJin. Hift. N 



pano aucem agro Stabie op- 3.5* 
fidum iM%xe ufqae ad Cn. 
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Cicero, who fecms to have followed his camp, 

as the chief fccne of the war, and the beft fchool 

for a young volunteer, gives an account of one 

aftion, of which he was eye witnefs, executed with 

great vigor and fuccefs ; that as Sylla wa^ facrificing 

hefore bis tent in the fields of Nola^ a fnake happened 

to creep out from the bottom of the altar y upon which 

Pofihumiiis the Harufpex^ who attended the facrifice^ 

p-oclaimng it to he a fortunate omen^ called out upon 

bim to lead his army immediately againft the enenrf : 

SyUa took the benefit of the admonition j and drawing 

out bis troops without delay ^ attacked and took the 

firof^ c(mp of the Samnites under the walls of 

Nola f «]. This adtion was thought fo gloriouj, 

that Sylla got the ftory of it painted afterwards in 

one of the rooms of his Tufculan Villa [x'\. Thus 

Cicero was not lefs diligent in the army, than he 

was in the Forum, to obfcrve every thing that 

paflcd ; and contrived always to be near the per- 

fon of the General, that no aftion of moment 

might cfcape his notice. 

Upon the breaking out of this war, the "Ro- 
mans gave the freedom of the City to all the 
Towns which continued Hrm to them *, and at the 
end of it, after the deftrudion of three hundred 
tboufond lives, thought fit for the fake of their fu-» 
tare quiet to grant it to ail the reft : but this ftep, 
which they confidered as the foundation of a per-r 
petual peace was, as an ingenious writer has ob- 
ferved, one of the caufcs, that haftened their 
niin : for the enormous bulk, to which the City 
was fwelled by it, gave birth to many new dif- 

[u] In Syllae fcriptam hif- fima ara fabito angais emep.- 

toria videmus, quod te la- gcret, quuro quidem C Poi^u- 

fpedaDte fadum eft, ot quuoi mius harufpex orabat illuniy 

|lle in agro Nolano ifnmola- &c. Oe Divin. i. 33. 2. 30, 
f^ ante pra^toriqm, ab io- [x] Plin. tlifl. N. 22. 6. 

C 3 9^!^^^h 
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orders, that gradually corrupted and at laft de- 
ftroycd it ; and the difcipline of the laws, calcu- 
lated for a people, whom the fame walls would 
contain, was too weak to keep in order the vaft 
body of Italy ; fo that from this time chiefly, all 
affairs were decided by faftion and violence, and 
the influence of the great ; who could bring whole 
Towns into the Forum from the remote parts of 
Italy ; or pour in a number of flaves and foreign- 
ers under the form of Citizens ; for when the 
names and perfons of real Citizens could no lon- 
ger be diftinguiflied, it was not poflible to know, 
•whether any aft had pafled regularly, by the ge- 
nuin fuflfrage of the people [y]. 

The Italic war was no fooner ended than ano- 
ther broke out, which, though at a great dif- 
tance from Rome, was one of the mofl: difficult 
and defperate, in which it ever was engaged ; againft 
Mithridates Kitig ofPontus ; a martial and power- 
ful Prince, of a refl:lefs fpirit and ambition, with 
a capacity equal to the greateft defigns : who dif- 
<3aining to fee all his hopes blaftcd by the over- 
bearing power of Rome, and confined to the nar- 
row boundary of his hereditary dominion, broke 
through his barrier at once, and over-ran the lefTer 
Afia like a Torrent, and in one day caufed eighty 
thoufand Roman Citizens to be maflacred in cold 
blood [2J. His forces were anfwerable to the 
vafl:nefs of his attempt, and the inexpiable war, 
that he had now declared againfl the Republic : 
he had a fleet of above four hundred (hips ; with 
an army of two hundred and fifty thoufand foot, 
and fifty thoufand horfe ; all completely armed^ 
and provided with military ftores, fit for the 
of fo great a body {a\. 

\y\ De la grandeur des \a\ Appian. Bell. Mitliri« 
Jlomains, &c. c. 9. dat, init. pag. 171. 

[x] Pr. leg. Manil. 3. 

Sylla, 
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Sylla, who had now obuined the Confulihip, 
as the Reward of his late fervices, had the Pro* 
vince of Afia allotted to him, with the command 
of the war againfl Mithridates [3] : but old Ma- 
lius envious of his growing fame, and defirous to 
engroft every CommiiSion, which offered either 
power or wealth, engaged Sulpicius, an eloquent 
and popular Tribun, to get that allotment re- 
verfcd, and the command transferred frorh Sylla to 
himfelf by the fuffrage of the people. This raifed 
great tumults in the City between the oppofite 
parties, in which the Son of Q^ Pompeius the 
Conful, and the Son in law of Sylla was killed : 
Sylla happened to be abfent, quelling the remains 
of the late commotions near Nola ; but upon the 
news of thefe diforders, he haftened with his legi- 
ons to Rome, and having entered it after fome 
reiiftance, drove Marius and his accomplices to 
the ncceflSty of faving themfelves by a precipitate 
flight. This was the beginning of the firft civil 
war^ properly fo called, which Rome had ever 
feen ; and what gave both the occafion, and the 
example to all the reft that followed : the Tribuh 
Sulpicius was taken and flain i and Marius fo 
warmly purfued, that he was forced to plunge 
himfelf into the marjhes of Mintumum^ up to the' 
chin in water •, in which condition he lay concealed 
for fome time, till being difcovered and dragged 
out, he was frefi^ved by the compajjion of the inha^ 
Mtants^ whoy after refrefhing him from the cold and 
hunger y which he had fuffered in his flighty fur^ 
rifhed him with a veffel and all neceffaries to tranf 
{ort himfelf into Afric [c^. 

Sylla 

{h] Appian. Bell. Civ. 1. 1 , coant, that Cicero gives mom 

J^3* than once of Marsus^s e/capi, 

[c] Pr. Plan. x. This ac- makes it probable, that the 

C 4 (;oiiiid6i^ 
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Sylla in the mean while having qineted the 
City, znd profcribed twelve of bis chief adverfaries^ 
fet forward upon his expedition againft MithrS- 
dates : but he was no fooner gone, than the ctvil 
broils broke out afrefh between the new Confti}^, 
Cinna and Oftavius ; which Cicero calls ibe Oifa- 
vtanwar[d]. For Cinna, attempting to revcrfe 
all that Sylla had eftablifhed, was driven out of 
the City by his CoUegue, with fix of the Tribuns, 
and depofed from the Confulfhip : upon this he 
gathered an army, and recalled Marius, who> 
having joined his forces with him, entered Rome 
in a hoftile manner, and with the mod horrible 
cruelty, put all Sylla's friends to the fword, with- 
out regard to age, dignity, or former fervices. 
Among the reft fell the Conful Cn. Oifavius ; the 
two Brothers L. Caefar and C. Caefar ; P. Craflus, 
and the Orator, M. Antonius ; whofe bead, as 
Cicero fays, was fixed upon that Rojlray where he 
bad fo Jlrenuoujly defended the Republic when Conful, 
and preferved the heads of fo maw^ Citizens \ la- 
menting, as it were ominoufly, the mifery of that 
fate> which happened afterwards to himfelf, from 
the Grandfon of this very Antonius. Q^ Catulus 
alfo, though he had been MariusV CoUegue in the 
Confulfljip and bis viSfory over the Cimbri, was 
treated with the fame cruelty : for when his friends 
were interceding for his life, Marius made them 
no other anfwer, but, he fnujl die % he muji die ; 
fo that he was obliged to kill himfelf [e\ 

CiCEBj^o faw this memorable entry of his Coun- 
tryman Marius, who, in that advanced age, was 

common ftory o^ the Gallic [d] De Div. i. 2. Philip. 

Soldier ^ fent into the pri/on to 14. 8. 

kill him, Was fbfged by fome [e] Cam neceifariis Catcli 

9f the later writers, to make deprecantibus non femel re- 

the relation mofe Uraf^ical and (jpondit, fed faepe, moriahtr. 

•ffcAiAg. TufcDifp.s.ig.DeOrat.j.^. 
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lb far from Mng iroken^ he fays, hy bis laU caht^ 
fitity^ that be feetned to be more alert and vigorom 
iban ever ; when he heard him recounting to the 
people, in cxcufe for the cruelty of his return^ 
ibelftany mferies wbieb be bad lately fuffered ; iiobai 
be was driven from that country^ wbicb he bad fenced 
firm deftmSion ; when all bis eftate was feizedand 
phmdered hy bis enemies ; when be faw bis Towtg 
Scm alfo the partner of bis diftrefs 5 when be was al- 
moft drowned in the Marfhesy and owed bis Ufe to the 
fffercy of the Mintumenjians j when be was forced to 
fly into Afric in afmall bark^ and become afupplia$tt 
to tbofe to whom be bad given kingdoms ; but that 
Jince be bad recovered bis digmty^ and all the refi^ 
that be bad lofi^ it fhould be bis care not to forfeit that 
virtue and courage^ wbicb be bad never bfi [/]; 
Marius and Cinna having thus got the Republic 
into their hands, declared themfelves Confuls: 
but Marius died unexpededly, as foon almoft as 
he was inaugurated into his new dignity, on the 
13/ifr ofyanuary^ in the yothyear of bis age ; and 
according to the moft probable account, of a pleu^ 
ritic fever {g]. 

His birth was obfcure, though fome call it 
Equejlrian ; and his education wholly in Camps ; 
where he learnt the firft rudiments of war, under 
the greateft mafter of that age, the younger Scipio, 
who deftroyed Carthage ; till by long fervice, dif- 
tinguifhed valor, and a peculiar hardinefs and pa- 
tience of difcipline, he advanced himfelf gradually 

[/] Poft. red. ad Qair. 8. place. The modern Romans 

[g] PJutarch in Mar. The call it puntura, which feems 

celebrated Orator L. CrafTus to carry the fame notion, that 

died not long before of the the old Romans expreiTed by, 

&me difeafe ; which might feraijfus frigore ; intimating 

probably be then, as I was the fudden (trokb of cold, up« 

told in Rome, that it is now, on a body anufually heated. 
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through all the Heps of military honor, with the 
reputation of a brave and complete Soldier. The 
obfcurity of his extradion, which deprefled him 
with the nobility, made him the greater favorite 
of the people; who, on all occafions ofdanger^ 
thought him the onely man fit to be trufted with 
their lives and fortunes ; or to have the command 
of a di^cult and defperate war ; and in truth, 
he twice delivered them from the moft defperate, 
with which they had ever been threatened by a 
foreign enemy. Scipio, from the obfervation of 
his martial talents, while he had yet but an infe* 
rior command in the army, gave a kind of pro* 
phetic teftimony of his future glory : for being 
afkcd by fome of his Officers, who were fupping 
with him at Numantia, what General the Republic 
would bave^ in cafe of any accident to himfelf\ that 
wan^ replied he, pointing to Marius, at the bot^ 
torn of the table. In the field he was cautious and 
provident; and while he was watching the moft 
favorable opportunities of aftion, afFefted to take 
all his meafures from Augurs and Diviners ; nor 
ever gave battel, till by pretended omens and divine 
admonitionsj he had infpired his foldiers with a con- 
fidence of vidory: fo that his enemies dreaded 
him, as fomething more than mortal ; and both 
friends and foes believed him to ad always by a 
peculiar, impulfe and diredion from the Gods. His 
merit however was wholly military, void of every 
accomplifhment of learning, which he openly af-* 
feded to defpife ; fo that Arpinum had theftngular 
felicity tq produce^ the moft glorious contemner ^ as 
well as the moft illuftrious improver of the arts and 
eloquence of Rome,. He made no figure therefore 
in the gown, nor had any other way of fuftain- 
iog his authority in the City, than by cherifliing 
the natural jealoufy bet\yeen the Senate and the 

people -^ 
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people ; that by his declared enmity to the one^ 
he might always be at the head of the other ; 
whofe favor he managed, not with any view to 
the public good, for he had nothing in him of 
the Statcfman, or the Patriot, but to the ad- 
vancement of his private intereft and glory. In 
ihort, he was crafty, cruel, covetous, perfidious 5 
of a temper and talents greatly ferviceable abroad, 
but turbulent and dangerous at home : an impla- 
cable enemy to the Nobles, ever feeking occafions 
to mortify them, and ready to facrifice the Repub- 
lic, which he had faved, to his ambition and re- 
venge. After a life fpent in the perpetual toils 
of foreign or domeftic wars, he died at laft in 
his bed, in a good old age, and in his feventb 
Confuljhip ; an honor that no Roman before him 
ever attained ; which is urged by Cotta the Aca- 
demicj as one argument amongft others, againfi 
the exijlence of a Providence \h\. 

The tranfadions of the Forum were greatly 
interrupted by thefe civil diflfenfions ; in which 
feme of the bed Orators were killed, others ba* 
niftied : Cioero however attended the harangues 

\h'\ Natas equedri loco, teranitn gloriofiffimum con- 
[Vell. Pat. 2. xL] SeP.Afri- temptorem, five abundantif- 
cani difcipulum ac militeni» fimum foacem intueri velis, 
[pr. Balb. 20. Val. Max. 8. [Val. Max. 2. 2.] Quantum 
15.] Populus Rom. non alium bello optimus, tantum pace 
repellendistantis hoftibusroa- peflimas ; immodicus gloria;, 
gis idoneum, quam Mariam infadabilis, impotens, fern- 
eft ratus, [Veil. Pat. 2. 12.] pcrquc inquietus. [Veil. Pat. 
Bisltaliam obfidione & ir.ecu 2. xi.] Cur omnium perfidio- 
liberavit fervitutis. [in Cat. fiffimus, C. Marius, Q^ Ca- 
4.x.]Omnesfociiatqueho(le8 talum, praellantiflima digni- 
credere, illi aut mentem divi- tate viram, mori potuit ju- 

nam eile, aut Deorum nuta bcre ? cur tarn feliciter, 

cundaportendi. [Salluft. Bell, feptimum Confal, domi fus 

J«g. 92.] ConfpicnaB felicita- fcncx eft mortuus ? [DcNat. 

tis^rpinamj Ave onicum lit- Deor. 3. 32.] 

of 
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of the Magiftratcs, who poffcfled the Roftra in 
their turns ; and being now about the age of twen- 
ty-one, drew up probably thofe Rhetorical pieces\, 
which were publifhed by him, as he tells us, when 
very young, and arc fuppofed to be the fame, that 
ftill remain, on the fubjedt of InverUian : but he 
condemned, and retradted them afterwards in his 
advanced age, as unworthy of his maturer judgment y 
and the work onely of a boy, attempting to digeft 
into order the precepts, which he had brought 
away from School [/]• In the mean while, Philo, 
a Philofopher of the firft name in the academy^ with 
many of the principal Athenians, fled to Rome 
from the fury of Mithridates, who had made 
hinifclf Mafter of Athens, and all the neighbour- 
ing parts of Greece ; Cicero immediately became 
his Icholar, and was exceedingly taken with hii 
Philofophy ; and by the help of fuch a Profcflbr 
gave himfelf up to that ftudy with the greater in- 
clination, as there was caufe to apprehend, that 
the laws and judicial proceedings, which he had 
defigned for the ground of his fame and fortunes, 
would be wholly overturned by the continuance 
of the public diforders [^k]. 

But Cinna*s party having quelled all oppolition 
, tt home, while Sylla was engaged abroad in the 
Mithridittic M>ar^ there was a ceffation of arms 
within the City for about three years, fo that the 
courfe of public bufinefs began to flow again in 
it's ul'ual char.ncl \ .mJ Afch the Rtodian^ one of 

[•} Quat putrU tut tdolc- [i] Eodcm tempore, cam 

fccmttKs nohi«« ex com wen- Priuwps Acidemis Phila, 

UrioUs r.ot^h» i»ciiOA(4 ac cum Afr^enteoiium Optima- 

Tudit txciUcrant. vix Kac %• ti^u$, Muhrida:ico beJIo do. 

late \))^f»ii» ^ hoc tttu« «^c« mo protugicet. .Romamqoe^ 

VH Out« I. ji« V^btu« L v^riuct: toutm ei xue uadi- 
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the principal Orators of that age, and the moft ce- 
lebrated teacher of elequence, happening to come 
to Rome at the fame time, Cicero prelently took 
the^ benefit of his ledlures, and refunaqd his Ora- 
torial lludies with his former ardor [/]. But the 
greateft fpur to his induftry was the fame and 
Iplendor of Hortcnfius, who made the firft figure 
at the bar, and whofe praifes fired him with ftich 
an ambition of acquiring the fame glory, that he 
Icarce sdlowed himfelf any reft from his studies 
either day or night': He had in the Houfe with 
him Diodotus /i&^ Sfoic^ as his Preceptor in various 
parts of learning, but more particularly in Lcgic % 
which Zeno, as he tells us, ufed to call a ckfe and 
contraSed eloquence % as he called eloquence an etp^ 
Urged and dilated Logic \ comparing ti^ one to the 
fifty or hand doubled ; the other ^ to tie palm open- 
ed [m]. Yet with all his attention to Logic^ he 
never fufiered a day to pafs, withput fome exer- 
cife in Oratory ; chiefly that of declaming, which 
he generally performed with his fellow ftudentSp 
M. Pifo and Q^ Pompeius, two young Noblemen, 
a little older than himfelf, with whom he had 
contradled an intinfate friendfhip. They declamed 
fometimes in Latin^ but much oftener in Greek ; be- 
caufe the Greek furni/hed a greater variety of elegant 
txpreffionSy and an opportunity of imitating and in-- 
troducing them into the Latin ; and becaufe the Greek 
mnftersj who were far the beft^ could net corre^ 
ml improve them, unlefs they declamed in that Ian-- 
iuage [»]. 

[/] Eodem anno Moloni le^ticam aiebat ejufmodi ef- 

dedimas operam.' Ibid. fe : cam autem didaxerat, Se 

[m] Zeno quidem ille, a manum dilataverat, palmsb 

quo difciplina Stoicorum eft, illius iimilem eloqoentium.ef. 

roana demonftrare folebat, fe dicebat. Orator. 259. edit, 

quid inter has artes intereflet. Lamb. 
•. Nam cum comprefferat digi- [«] Brot. p. 357. 433. 
toi, pugnumque iecerat, dia- 
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In this interval Sylla was performing great ex:* 
ploits againft Mithridates, whom he had driven 
out of Greece and Afia, and confined once morfe 
to his own territory ; yet at Rome, where Cinna 
was matter, he was declared a public enewy^ and 
bis ejiate confifcated: this infult upon his honor 
and fortunes made him very defirous to be at 
home again, in order to take his revenge upon 
his adverfaries : fo that after all his fuccefs in the 
war, he was glad to put an end to it by an ho- 
norable peace ; the chief article of which was, 
that Mithridates Jhould defray the whole expence of 
it^ and content himfelf for the future with bis here* 
ditaty kingdom. On his return he brought away 
with him from Athens the famous library of A- 
pellicon the Teian^ in which were the works of 
Ariftotle andTheophraJiuSj that were hardly known 
before in Italy, or to be found indeed intire any 
where elfe [^]. He wrote a Letter at the fame 
time to the Senate, fetting forth his great fervices^ 
and the ingratitude with which he had been treated % 
and acquainting them^ that he was coming to do 
jujiice to the Republic^ and to himfelf upon the au*- 
thors of thofe violences : this raifed great terrors in 
the City j which having lately felt the horrible 
cfFefts of Marius's entry, expefted to fee the 
fame tragedy afted over again by Sylla, 

But while his enemies were bufy in gathering 
forces to oppofe him, Cinna, the chief of them, 
was killed in a mutiny of his own foldiers : upon 
this Sylla haftcned his march, to take the benefit 
of that difturbance, and landed at Brundifium 
with about thirty thoufand men : hither many of 
the Nobility prefently reforted to him, and among 
t\i^\Xi young Pompey^ about twenty three years old j 

[«] Plut. LifeofSylL 

wha. 
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who, without any public charadler or commifliodt 
brought along with him ^hree legions^ which he 
had raifcd by his own credit out of the Veterans, 
who had ferved under his Father : he was kindly 
received by Sylla, to whom he did great fervice 
in the progrefs of the war, and was ever after 
much favored and employed by him [p]. 

Sylla now carried all before him : he defeated 
one of the Confuls, Norbanus, and by the pretence 
of a treaty with the other Conful, Scipio, found 
means to corrupt his army, and draw it over to 
himfelf [q\ : he gave Scipio however his life, 
who went into a voluntary exil at Marfeilles [r]. 
The new Confuls chofen in the mean time at 
Rome, were Cn. Papirius Carbo and young Ma* 
fins ; the firft of whom, after feveral defeats, was 
driven out of Italy, and the fecond belieged in 
Prasnefte ; where being reduced to extremity, and 
dcfpairing of relief, he wrote to Damafippus, 
then Praetor of the City, to call a meeting of 
the Senators, as if upon bufinefs of importance, 
and put the principal of them to the fword : in 
this mafTacre man>f of the Nobles perijhedj and old 
kavola^ the High Prieft^ the pattern of ancient 
temperance andprudence^ as Cicero calls him, was 
jlain before the altar ^ Vesta [j] : after which 
facrifice of noble blood to the nmnes of his Fa- 
ther, young Marius put an end to his own life, 

PoMPEY at the fame time purfued Carbo into 
Sicily, and having taken him at Lilybeum fent 
hb he<id to Sylla, though he begged his life in an 

y] Appian.B(ll.civ.I. I. colloqniam illad fidem, avi 
397> 399* tamen 8c pericalo afuic. Phi* 



y 



Sylla com Sdpione in- lip. 12. xi. 



ter Cales & Teanam — leges [r] Pro Sextio, 3* 

inter ie & conditioncs concu- [s] DeNac^D^r. 3. 3?. 

leroQti non tenuie oxnnino 

abjeft 
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abjeA manner at his feet : this drew fome reproach 
upon Pompey, for killing a man, to whom he 
bad been highly obliged on an occalion, where 
bis father's honor and his own fortunes were attack* 
id. But this is the oonftant effed of fadlions in 
States, to make men prefer' the interefts of a 
party, to all the confiderauons, either of private 
or public duty ; and it is not ftrange, that Pom- 
pey, young and ambitious^ fliould pay more re« 
gard to the power of Sylla, than to a fcruple of 
honor or gratitude [/]. Cicero however fays of 
this Carbo, that there never was a worfe Gtizen^ 
or more wicked man \u\ : which will go a great 
way towards excufing Pompey*s a6l. 

Sylla having fubdued all, who were in arms 
againil him, was now at l^ifure to take his fiill 
revenge on their^friends and adherents ; in which^ 
by the deteftable method of a Profcription^ of 
which he was thefirft author and inventer^ he exer- 
cifed a more infamous cruelty, than had ever been 
pradifed in cold blood in that, or perhaps in any 
other City [fw]. The profcription was not con- 
fined to Rome, but carried through all the tx>wna 

[t] Sed nobis tacentibus ttonis invenit^ &c. Veil. Pat, 

Cn. Carbonis, a quo admo- 2, 28. N, B, The manner 

dum adolefcens de paternis of Profcribifig was, to write 

bonis in foro dimicans pro- down the names of thofe, 

te6lus es, jaiTu tuo interempti who were doomed to die, and 

mors animis hominnm obver- expofe them on tables fixt up 

fabitur, non fine aliqua repre- in the public places of the 

henfione : quia tarn ingrato City, with the promife of a 

£i£lo, plus L. Syllas TiribBs, certain reward for the head 

quam proprix indulfifti vere- of each perfon fo profcribed. 

cundias. Val. Max. 5. 3. So that though Marius and 

[»] Hoc vero, qui Lilybei Cinna mafTacred their ene- 

a Pompeio noftro eft inter- mies with the fame cruelty in 

fe^us, improbior nemo, meo cold blood, yet they did not 

judicio, fuit. Ep. fam. 9. 21. do it in the way of Pro/crip* 

[at] Primus ille, Sc utinam tion, nor with the offer of ^ 

ultimus^ exemplum profcrip- reward to the Miirtherers. - 

of 
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6f Italy : where befides the crime of party, which 
was pardoned to none, it was fatal to bepojfejfed 
of money^ lands^ or a pleafant feat ; ail manner of 
licence being indulged to an infolent army, of 
carving for themfelves what fortunes they pleaf- 
ed [yl 

In this general deftruftion of the Marian fac* 
tion^ J. Caefar, then about fcventeen years old, 
had much difficulty to efcape with life : he was 
nearly allied to old Marius, and had married Cin- 
na*s daughter ; whom he could not be induced to 
put away, by all the threats of Sylla ; who con- 
fidering him for that reafon as irreconcilable to 
his interefts, deprived him of his wife's fortune 
and the Priefthood, which he had obtained. Cse- 
far therefore, apprehending ftill fomewhat worfe, 
thought it prudent to retire and conceal himfelf in 
the country,, where being difcovered accidentally 
by Sylla's foldiers, he was forced to redeem his 
head by a very large fum : but the interceffion 
of the Veftal Virgins, and the authority of his 
powerfull relations, extorted a grant of his life very 
unwillingly from Sylla ; who bad them take no- 
tice, thathe^ for whofe fafety tkey "j^erefo foUicitous^ 
would one day be the ruin of ihct Anjtocracy^ nvhicb 
he was then eftahlifJAng ivilh fo much pains ^ for that 
be faw many Marius's in one Ctvfcr [s]. 1 he event 
confirmed t>ylla*s prediction 5 for by the experience 

\y\ Namqne uti quifqoe coiumen tanto opere cupe- 

domum aut viilam, podrcmo rem, quancloque optimatium 

aut vas aut vcftimentum ali- partibu'^, quas fecum fimul 

CQJU5Concupivcrar,dabatope- defenclifi'ent. exicio futurura : 

raoi, ut it in profcripcorum nam Cxtari mulcos Marios 

numero effet. — Ncque prius ineiic. [Sucton. J. Caef. c. i, 

fioIsjugalandifuit,quamSy]la Piutar. in Cxi.] — Cmrae ge- 

onines fuos divitiis explevit. ner,cujus filium ucrepudiarct, 

Sallud. c. 51, Plutar. Sylla. nollo modo com pell i potait. 

\%\ Scirent euroi quem in- Veil. Pac. 2. 42* 

Vol. I. D ©f 
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of thefe times, young Casfar was inftru6led botk 
how to form, and to execute that fcheme, which 
was the grand purpofe of his whole life, of op- 
prefiing the Hberty of his Country. 

As foon as the profcriptions were over, and the 
fcene grown a httle calm, L. Flaccus, being chofcn 
Interrcx, declared SyWdi DiSator for feitling the Jlate 
of the Republic without any limitation of time, and 
ratified whatever he had done^ orfhoulddo^ by affe* 
cial law^ that impowered him to put any Citizen to 
death without hearing or trial [a]. This office of 
Diilator^ which in early times had oft been of fin- 
gular fervice to the Republic in cafes of difficulty 
and diftrefs, was now grown odious and fufpedled, 
in the prefent ftate of it's wealth and power, as 
dangerous to the public liberty, and for that rea- 
fon had been wholly difufed and laid afide for one 
hundred and twenty years paft fb] : fo that Flaccus's 
Law was the pure efFeft of force and terror ; and 
though pretended to be made by the people, was 
utterly detefted by them. Sylla however, being 
invefted by it with abfolute authority, made many 
ufeful regulations for the better order of the Go- 
vernment ; and by the plenitude of his power 
changed in great meafure the whole conftitution 
of it, from a Democratical to an Ariftocratical form, 
by advancing the prerogative of the Senate, and 
deprefling that of the people. He took from the 
Equefirian Order the judgment of all caufesy which 
they had enjoyed from the time of the Gracchi^ and 
rejlored it to the Senate ; deprived the people of the 

[a\ De Leg. Agrar. con. tam defiderafle, qnam tima- 

Rull. 3. 2, iffe poteftatem imperii, quo 

[^] Cujus honoris ufurpa- priores ad vindicandam maxi* 

tio per annos cxx. intermiffa mis periculis Rempub. uft fu- 



— ut appareat populum Ro- erant. V^U. Pat, 2. 28 
manum afuo) DiiSacoris nou 



right 
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right of cbufing the Prieftsy and replaced it in the 
Colleges of Priejis^ but ahve all^ he abridged the 
immoderate Power of the Tribuns^ which had been 
the chief fource of all their civil diflcnfions ; for 
be made them incapable of airy other Magiftracy after 
the Tribunate ; refirained the liberty of appealirg to 
them ; took from them their capital privilege^ of pro- 
pofing laws to the people ; and left them nothing but 
their negative ; or, as Cicero fays, the pov;er onely 
^f helpings not of hurting any one [r]. But that he 
fnight not be fufpefted of aiming at perpetual 
Tyranny, and a total fubverfion of the Republic, 
he fufiered the Confuls to be chofen in the regu- 
lar manner, and to govern, as ufual, in all the 
ordinary affairs of the City : whilft he employed 
himfelf particularly in reforming the diforders of 
the State, by putting his new laws in execution ; 
and in dillributing theconfifcated lands of thead- 
verfe party among his Legions : fo that the Re- 
public feemed to be once more fettled on a legal 
bafis, and the laws and judicial proceedings began 
to flourifli in the Forum, About the fame time 
Molo the Rhodian came again to Rome, to follicic 
the payment of what was due to his Country, for 
their fervices in the Mitbridatic war ; which gave 
Cicero an opportunity of putting himfelf a fecond 
time under his diredlion, aiid perfefting his Ora- 
torical talents by his farther inflruftions of fo re- 
nowned a Matter [d'] : whofe abilities and characT:er 
were (b highly reverenced, that he was thefirjt of 
all Foreigners^ who was ever allowed to fpeak to the 
Ornate in Greek without an Interpreter [e]. Whick 

\c] De Legib. 3. 10. It. [e] Eum anteomnes exte- 

vid. Pigh. Anna!, ad A. Urb. rarum gentium in Senatu iine 

672. , interprece auditum conilat. 

[</] Brat. p. 434. Val. Max. 2. 2. 

D 2 (hews 
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/hews in what vogue the Greek learning, andefpe** 
cially eloquence, florilhed at this tinr.e in Rome. 

Cicero had now run through all that courfd 
of dircipline, which he lays down as neceflary to 
form the complete Orator : for, in his treatife on 
that fubjeft, he gives us his own fentiments in the 
perfon of Crafius, on the inftitution requifite to 
that charadler; declaring, that no man ought to 
pretend to it^ luithout being previou/ly acquaintid 
with every tiding worth knowing in art or nature i 
that this is implied in the very name of an Orator y 
whofe profeffwn it is lo fpeak upon every fubjeS wbicb 
can be propofed to him ; and whofe eloquence^ with^ 
out the knowledge of what be fpeaks^ would he the 
prattle onely and impertinence of children [/]• . He 
had learnt the rudiments of Grammar and langua- 
ges from the ableft teachers -, gone through the 
ftudics of humanity and the politer letters with the 
poet Archias \ been inftructed in Philofophy by the 
principal Profeflbrs of each fe6l -, Phaedrus the Efi^ 
ctlrcany Philo the Academic^ Diodotus the Stoic \ 
acquired a perfect knowledge of the law, from the 
greateft lawyers, as well as the greateft Statefmcn 
of Rome^ the two Scavola^s \ all which accomplifli^ 
ments were but minifterial and fubfervient to that 
on which his hopes and ambition were fingly 
placed, the reputation of an Orator : to qualify 
himfelf therefore particularly for this, he attended 
the pleadings of all the fpeakersof his time ; heard 
the dayly lectures of the moll eminent Orators of 
Greece, and was perpetually compbfing fomewhat 
at home, and declaming under their correftion : 
and that he might neglc6t nothing, which could 

[/] Ac mea quidcm fen- rum, atque artluni fcientiaia 
tcntia, nemo poccrit ciTe omni confecutus. De OraC; U 6. 
laude cumulatus orator, nifi ' z. 2. 
trie omnium taiuax magna- 

help 
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help in any degree to improve and polifli his ftile, 
he fpent the intervals of nis leifure in the company 
of the Ladies; cfpecially of thofe who were re- 
markable for a politenefs of language, and whofe 
Fathers had been diftinguifhed by a feme and re- 
putation of their eloquence. While he ftudied 
the. law therefore under Scasvola the Attgiir^ he 
frequently converfcd with his wife L^elia^ whofe 
Hfcimrfe^ he fays, was tinllured with all the ele- 
gance of her Father LdeliuSy the politeft fpcaker of 
his age \g\ : he was acquainted likewife with her 
daughter Mucia, who married the great Orator 
L. Crajfus\ and with her Grandaughters, the two 
Udnidf ; one of them, the wife of L. Scipio*-, the 
other of youfig Marius ; who all excelled in that 
delicacy of the Latin tongue, which was peculiar 
to their families, 'and valued themfelves on pre- 
ferving and propagating it to their pollerity. 

Thus adorned and accompliflied, he offered 
himfelf to the bar about the age of twenty- fix ; 
not as others generally did, raw and ignorant of 
their bufinefs, and wanting to be formed to it by 
ufe and experience [h], but finifhed, and qualified • 
at once tofuftain any caufc, which (hould be com- 
mitted to him. It has been controverted both by 
the ancients and moderns, what was the firft caufe 
in which he was engaged ; fome give it for that 
of P. Quin<ftius \ others for S. Rofcius : but neither 
of them are in the right ; for in his Oration for 
Quindius he exprefsly declares, that he had plead- 
ed other caufes before it ; and in that for Rofcius, 
iays pnely, that it was the firfi public or criminal 

U] Legimus epiftolas Cor- xnus ; & filias ejus Mucias 
neliae, inacris Gracchorum — ambas, quarum fermt) mihi 
aoditus eft nobis Laelix, Caii fait notus, &c. Brut. 319. 
fliac, faepe fermp : ergo illam [/^] lb. 433. 
pairis clegantia tipdtam vWi- * 

* ' ■ P 3 caufe^ 
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caufe^ in which he was concerned : and it is j:Tca- 
fonable to imagine, that he had trjed his ftrength, 
and acquired Ibme credit in private caufes, be- 
fore he would venture upon a public one of that 
innporrance ; agreeably to the advice, which 
Quintilian gives to his young pleaders [/], wbofe 
rules are generally drawn from the pradic^ dm4 
example ot Cicero. 

The Caufeof p. QuindHus, was to defend him 
from an aclion of bankruptcy brought again^ 
him by a creditor, who, on pretence of bis havh^ 
forfeited kis recegnizance^ and withdrawn bimfegf 
from jujlice^ had obtained a decree to feize bis eftate^ 
and expofe it to fak. The creditor was one of the 
public Criers, who attended the Magiftrates, and 
by hisintereft among them, was likely toopprels 
Quindius, and had already gained an advantage 
againft him by the authority of Horten(ius» who 
was his Advocate. Cicero entered into the caufe| 
at the earneft defire of the famed Comedian^' 
Roicius, whofe fitter was Quin6tius'$ wife \]e\ : 
he endeavored at firft to cxcufe himfeif; al- 
ledging, that he fhould not he able to fpeak a word 
aga'77ji Hortenjius^ any more than the other Players 
cculd all with any Jpirit before Rofcius -, but Rof- 
cius would take no excufe, having formed fuch 
a judgement of him, as to think no man fo ca- 
pable of fupporting a defperate caufe, againft ^ 
crafcy and powertull adverlary. 

After he had given a fpecimen of himfelf tqi? 
the City, in this, and feveral other private caufes^. 
he undertook the celebrated defence of S. Rofciqs^ 
of Ameri^T, in his 27th year; the fame age, asB 
the IcMrned have obferved, in which Demojibene^ 
firjl began to diftingiiifh himfelf in Athens ; as if int 

[0 Quintil. 12. 6. \k\ PfoQuina. 24. 
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thefe genius's of the firft magnitude that was the 
proper feafop of blooming towards maturity. The 
cafe of Rofcius was this : his father was killed in 
the late pr^fcription of Sylla ; arid his ejiate^ worth 
about 60,000 /. Jierlifigy was fold among the confif 
cated efiates of the profcrihed^ for a trifling furam 
to L. Cornelius Chryfogonus^ a young favorite fiave^ 
whom Sylla had made free ; whoy to fecure his pof 
feffion of it^ aceufed the fon of the murder cf his 
father^ and had provided evidence to corvi£i him ; 
fo that the young man was like to be deprived, 
ttot onely of his fortunes, but by a more villain- 
ous cruelty, of his honour alfo and his life. All 
the old Advocates refufed to defend him, fear- 
ing the power of the Profecutor, and the refent- 
mcnt of Sylla [/] ; fince Rofcius's defence v^ould 
fiecefiarily lead them into many complaints on 
the times; and the oppreflions of the great : but 
Cicero readily undertook it, as a glorious oppor- 
tunity of enlifting himfelf into the fervicc of his 
country, and giving a public teftimony of his^ 
principles and zeal for that liberty, to which he* 
had devoted the labors of his life. Rofcius was 
acquitted, to the great honor of Cicero , whofe 
courage and addrefs in defending him was ap- 
plauded by the whole city ; fo that from this 
. moment he was looked upon as an advocate of the 
firft clafsy and equal to the greatejt caufes [/»]. 

[/] Ita loqui homines ; — non dceft profe^lo, Judices. 

huic patronos propter Chry- — Pr. Rofcio Amer. lo, u. 
ibgoni gratiam defutoros, — [ni] Prima caufa publica, 

ipfo nomine parricidii & a- pro S. Rofcio didla, tantuoi 

trocitate criminis fore, ut hie commendarionis habuic, uc 

nullo negotio tollcretur, cum non ulla effet, qaae non nof- 

a nullo defenfus fit. — Patro- tro di?,na patrocinio videre- 

nos huic defuturos putave- tur. Deinceps inde multa», 

rant ; dcfunt. Qui libere Brot. 434. 
^\%zx» qui cuni fide defcndac, 

D 4 Havinq 
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Having occafion, in the courfe of his plead- 
ing, to mention that remarkable punilhment, 
which their anceftors had contrived /^r themur- 
thcr of a parent ^ of fow'tng the criminal alive into a 
facky and throwing him into a river^ he fays, 
that the meaning of it was^ to Jirike him at once as 
it lucre cut ofthefyjiem of nature ^ by taking from him 
the air J the fun, the water, and the earth ; that hi 
who had ^cjircyed the author of his beings fhould lofe 
the Lcnrfit of thcfe elements, whence all things derive 
th'ir Icing. They would not throw him to the beajis^ 
kjl the contagion cf fucb wickednefs fhoucd make the 
bctfis thenii'Jves more furious : thty would net com- 
wit lin: m.kcd to the fircam, left he fhould pollute the 
"joy fa, which was the pnrifer of all other pollu- 
iions : they hft him nojhare of am thing natural^ bow 
I'i.'c or cov?nwn focvcr ; for what is fo common^ as 
hrctUh to the livings earth to the dead, the fea to thofi 
who fc.:S. the JJjcre to thofc who are caji up ? Tet 
tbcfc wretches /k' fo, as long as they can^ cs not t$ 
^ tiraw bna/h fron the cir ; die fc, as not to touch 
the gn::iid : ere fo tofjed by the wavcs^ as not to bi 
w.yhrd<y ihcrn ; fo cajl cut upon thefhore, as tofini 
no rcji i-^cch en the re. <s [;;]. This paffage was re- 
ceived with accKur.ations of applaule ; yet fpeak* 
inj^ of it rit:ci wards liimlelf, he calls it the redun* 
d.r\y </ r; •;'•:•/;;;;/ /;;;cT, whish wsi:tcd the ccrrec- 
/;Vv y i'is /::• iJzr i:i.!^eh:e}:l ; a?;J, like ail the com- 
j^ ;.;.'. v> v' .^' '= LC '"''"'"'1 ^"*-**' '•''■•' •',v-'-v.:Vi* yj mucJh 
fr r\i ..\vv; Oav, .:s /:r th: Ir^zs iihhh it gave of 
i:s ::,:: i'f.vre.irrj • ipciud :.:^:;:ts [•;]. 

Tur j\ iH:I:.:ity of his caufe. and the favor of 
the aiuiic.KV, c'^vc him fuch Ipirits, that he ex- 
j\^K\' rho i;'.i>*.i*:''ce ar.d viILiiriy of the favorite 
4.*ii:n /vY^or.us wich grca: g^ie:y ; ar*d ventured even 

[ I i 50 ivs^'c. z;^. [::] 0:i:. 253. cd. Lamb, 

to 
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t6 mingle fevcral bold ftrokes at Sylla himfelf ; 
which he took care however to palliate, by obfer- 
ving, that through the multiplictty of Sylla^s affairs^ 
who reigned as abfolute on earth, as Jupiter did iH 
heaven, it was not pojible for him to know, and ne- 
cejfary even to connive at many things, which his fa^ 
vorites did againji his will [p]. He would not com* 
plain, he fays, in times like thofe, that an innocent 
man^s ejiate was expofed ta public fale j for were it 
allowed to him to fpeak freely on that head, Rofcius 
was not a perfon of fuch confequence, that he Jhould 
vuike a particular complaint on his account ; but be 
mufk infift upon it, that by the law of the Profcription 
Ufelf, whether it was Flaccus*s thelnterrex, or Sylla^s 
the DiSator, for he knew not which to call it, Ro-- 
jdus^s eftate was not forfeited, nor tiahle to be fold [y]. 
In the conclufion, he puts the Judges in mind, 
ti>at nothing was fo much aimed at by the Profecutors 
in this trial, as, by the condemnation of Rofcius, to 
im a precedent for dejlroying the children of the pro- 
fcribed: he conjures them therefore by all the Gods, 
mt to be the authors of reviving a fecond profcription, 
mre barbarous and cruel than thefirjt-: that the Se- 
nate refit fed to bear any part in the fir ft : left it Jhould 
ie thought to be authorifed by the public council 5— r- 
Ihat it was their bufinefs by this fentence to put a flop 
to that fpirit of cruelty, which then pojfefjed the City, 
fi pernicious to the Republic^ and fo contrary to tie 

temper and character of their ancefiors. 

As by this defence he acquired a great reputs^- 
tiori in his youth, fo he refleds upon it with plea- 
fiire in bid age, and recommends it to his fon, as 
the fureft way to true glory and authority in his 
country j to defend the innocent in diftrefs, efpecially 
when they happen to be opprejfed by the power of the 

[/>] Pro Rofc. 45. ^ [f ] Ibid. 43. 

Creat', 
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Great ; as I ha^e often done^ fays he, in oilar 
caufesy hut particularly in that of Rofcius^ agidnfi 
Sylla bimjelf in the height of his power [r]. A 
noble leiTon to all advancers, to apply their talents 
to the proteAion of innocence and injured virtue; 
and to make juftice, not profit, the rule and end 
of their labors. 

Plutarch fays, that prefently after this trial 
Cicero took occafion to travel abroad^ on pretence ^f 
bis healthy but in reality to avoid the effells of Syllds 
4ifpleafwre; but there feems to be no ground for 
this notion : for Sylla's revenge was now fatiated, 
and his mind wholly bent on reftoring the public 
tranquillity ; and it is evident, that Cicero conti- 
nued a year after this in Rome without any appre- 
henfion of danger, engaged, as before, in the fame 
taik of pleading caufes [s] ; and in one efpecially, 
more obnoxious to Sylia's refentment, even than 
that of Rofcius : for in the cafe of a woman of 
Arretiumy be defended the right of certain Towns of 
Italy to the freedom of Rome^ though Sylla himfelf 
baadeprive4 them of it by an exprefs law ; maintidn- 
ing it to be one of thcfe natural rights^ which no law 
or power on earth could take from them : in which 
alfo he carried his point, in oppofition to Cotta, 
an Orator of the firft charader and abilities, who 
pleaded againft him [/]. 

But 

[r] Ut nos & fsepe alias Sc [/] Populas Romanus, L. 

adolefcentes, contra L. Suilas Sulla Di^catore ferente, comi- 

dominantis opes pro S. Rof- tiis centuriatis, municipiis ci- 

cio Amerino fccimus; quse, vitatem ademit: ademit iif- 

ut fcis, cxtat Oratio. De dcm agros : dc agris ratom 

Offic. 2. 14. eft : fuit enim popuTi poteftas: 

[j] Prima canfa publica dc civitate ne camdiu quidcm 

pro S. Rofcio dida — deinceps valuit, quamdiu ilia Sullani 

indc mvltaB — itaque cum ef- temporis arma valuerunt. 

fern biennium verfatusin cau- Atque ego banc adolefcentu- 

ifs. Brut. p. 434, 4^7. • lus caufam cum agercm, con- 

tia 
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But we have a dear account from himfelf of 
the (eal motive of bis journey : i»y toify^ fays he, 
a this time was excedingly weak and emaciated ; «^ 
H/tck long, and fmalli mbicb is a habit thought liable 
U great rijk of life^ if engaged in any fatigue or la- 
tor of the lungs ; and it gave the greater alarm ta 
tbofe who had a regard for me, that I ufed tofpeak 
mthout anj remifjuin or variation^ with the utmoft 
firetch of my voice^ and great agitation of my body \ 
when toy friends therefore and Phyfidans advifed mo 
tp meddle no more with caufes^ I refolved to run any 
hazard^ rather than quit the hopes of glory ^ which I 
prof of ed to my f elf from pleading : but whenlconfider- 
edj that by managing my voice y and changing ray way 
of fpeaking^ I might both avoid aU danger ^ andfpeak 
with more eafe^ I took a refohuion of trameUing into 
Afia^ merely for an opportunity of corre^ing my man- 
ner of fpeaking : fo that after I had been two years 
at the bar^ emd acp^red a reputation in the Forum^ 
IleftRme. &c. [«]. 

He was twenty-eight years oldy when he fet for- 
ward upon his travels to Greece and Afia ; the 
fafliionable tour di all thofe, who travelled either 
for curiofity or improvement ; his firft vilit was 
to Athens, the capital feat of arts and fciences ; 
where fome writers tell us, that he fpent three 
yeqrs \x\ though in truth it was but fix months : 
he took up his quarters with Antiochus, the prin- 
cipal Philofopher of the old academy ; and under 
this excellent mafter renewed^ he fays, tbofe fludies 
which he had been fond of from his earlieji youth. 
Here he met with his fchool-fcllow, T. Pompo- 
pius, who from his love to Athens, and his fpend- 
ing a great part of his days in it, obtained the fur- 

tra bomincm diftrtiflimum ad Pontif. 33. pr. Cacina. 33. 
concradicente Cotta, 8c Salla [u] Brat. 437. 
yiv;9, judicatum eil. Fr. dom. [^x\ Eufebii Chron« 

name 
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name of Atticus [jf] ; and here they revived and 
confirmed that memorable friendfliip, which fub* 
fifted between them through life, with io celc*- 
brated a conflancy and afte^on. Atticus, being 
an Epicurean^ was often drawing Cicero from his 
hod Antiochus to the converfation of PhaBdrut ■ 
. and old Zeno, the chief Profeffors of that fedb, in 
hopes of making him a convert ; on which fub- 
jed they uied to have many dijputes between tbewH 
/elves: but Cicero's view in thefe vifits was but i0 
convince himfelf more effeSually of the weaknefs of 
that do£irinej by obferving how eajify it might be coH" 
futedy when explaned even by the ablejl teachers [z]. 
Yet he did not give himfelf up {o entirely to Phi^ 
lofophy, as to negled his rhetorical exercifes^ which 
he performed ftill every day very diligently with 
Demetrius the Syrian, an experienced mafter of 
the art of fpeaking [a]. 

It was in this firft journey to Athens, that he 
was initiated moft probably into the Eleufman myf»- 
teriis : for though we have no account of the 
tiriie, yet we cannot fix it better than in a voyage 
undertaken both for the improvement of his mind 
and body. The reverence with which he always 
fpeaks of thefe myfteries, and the hints that he has 
dropt of their end and ufe, feem to confirm what 
a very learned and ingenious writer has delivered 
of them, that they were contrived to inculcate^^fe 
unity of God^ and the immortality of the Soul [^]. 
As for the firft, after obferving to Atticus, who 

[>j Pomponiu? — ita enlm re apud Demetrium Syrum, 

fe Athenis collocavit, ut fit veterem & hon ignobilem di- 

paene unus ex At:icis, & id cendi magiftrum iliidiofe ex- 

ctiam cognomine videatur ha' ercerl Tolebam. Brut. 43^,. 
biturus. De Fin. 5. 2. [^] See Mr. Warburton's 

[z] De Fin. I. 5. de Nat. Di<vine Legation of Mofes\ 



Deor. I. 21. Vol. I 

[^] Eodem tamea tempg- 



was 
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was one alfo of the initiated^ how the Gods of the 
popular religions were all but deceafed mortals^ ad- 
vmcedfrom earth to heaven^ he bids him remember 
the doSrines of the myfteries^ in order to recolleii the 
Wttverfality of that truth : and as to the I'ccond, he 
declares his initiation to be in fa£t^ what the name 
itfelf impliedy a real beginning of life to him \ as it 
taught the way^ not onely of living wiih greater pka- 
fwrey but of^dj^ng alfo with a better hope [fj. 

From 
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^ [c] IpG^ llli« majorum gen- 
dam Dii qui habentar, hinc 
a nobis in coflam profedli re- 
perientar — reminifcere, quo- 
olam es initiatas, quae tradun- 
tor myfteriis; turn denique 
qoam hoc late pateat intelli- 
gcj. Tufc. Quseft. I. 13. 

loiciaque^ ut appellantur, 
ita revera principia vitae cog- 
novimus : neque folum cum 
laetitia viveddi rattonem ac- 
cepimusy fed etiam cum fpe' 
meliore morcndi. De leg. 
2.14: 

M B. Thefc My rteries were 
celebrated at dated feafons of 
the year, with folemu ihews 
and a great pomp of machi- 
nery, which drew a mighty 
concourfe to them from all 
coantrie*:. L. Craffus the 
great Orator happened to 
come two days after they were 
over| and would gladly have 
perfuaded the Magidrates to 
renew them, but not being 
able to prevail, left the City 
in difguft [1]: which fhews 



how cautions they were of 
making them too cheap, wheit 
they refufed the fight of them 
out of the proper feafon to. 
one ^pf the iirll Senators of 
RomlB. The flrcws are fop- 
pofed to have exhibited a rc- 
prefentation of Tieaven^ Heli^ 
Ely/mm, Purgatory^ and all 
that related to the future ilate 
of the dead ; being contriv- 
ed to inculcate more fenii- 
biy, and .exemplify the doc- 
trines delivered to the initi- 
ated : and as thev were a 
proper fubjcil for Poetry, fo 
they are frequently alluded to 
by the ancient Poets. Cicero, 
in one of his Letters to At- 
ticus, begs of him, at the re - 
quefl of Chiiius, an eminent 
Poet of that age, to fend them 
a relation of the EUufinian 
rites, which weic deiigned 
probably for an Epifode or 
EmbelHihnient to ibme of 
Chilius's works [2]. This 
confirms aifo the probability 
of that ingenious comment, 
which 



[i] Diutias eOcm moratus, aiii Atbenienfibue, quod myfteria non re- 
.fcrrenc,^ ad quaebiduo feriut veneram, fucceofu.nTein. De Oiat. 3. 2fO.. 

[ij ChiJitts tc rogat, tt ego ejui rogatu fiuuoTiTi^wy warfM. Ad Act. 
1.5, 
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From Athens he pafSid into Afia, whefe h6 
gathered about him all the principal Orators of 
the country, who kept him company through 
the reft of his voyage ; and with whom he con- 
ftantly exercifed himfelf in every place, whtt« hi 
made any ftay. the chief of tbem^ fays he, w5to 
Menippus of Stratomca^ the moji ehpienf of all iht 
Afiatics ; and if to be neither tedious^ nor imperti-^ 
nent^ be the charaBerifHc of an Attic Orator^- Bt 
may jujily be ranked in that clafs: THonyfius alfo of 
Magnefia^ Mfchylm of Cnidos^ and Xenocles of A- 
dramyttus were continually with me^ who were ree-' 
ioned the firfi Rhetoricians of Afta: nor yet content 
with thefe^ I went to Rhodes^ and applied myfe^ 
again to Moh^ whom I had heard before at Rjome ; 
who was both an experienced Pleader ^ and a fine 
writer J and particularly expert in obferving the faults 
of his fcholars^ as well as in his method of teaching 
and improving them : his greateft trouble with me was 
to reftrain the exuberance of a juvenile imagination^ 
always ready to overflow it's banks^ within it^s due 
and proper channel [d]. 

But as at Athens, where he employed himfelf 
chieSy in Philofophy, he did not intermit his era*, 
torica) ftudies, fo at Rhodes, where his chief ftudy 
was Oratory, he gave fome (hare alfo of his time 
to Philofophy with Pofidonius, the moft efteemed 
and learned Stoic of that age ; whom he often 
fpeaks of with honor, not onely as his majier^ but 
as his friend [^]. It was his conftant care, that 

the 

which the fame excellent nuin order thefeveral fcenes of 
writer has given on the Jixth the Eleujinian Jhews [3]. 
hook of the JSnel J, where Vir- [d] Brut. 437. 
gily as he obferves, in de- [e] He mentions a dory of 
fcribing the defcent into Hell^ this Pofidonius, which Pom- 
is but tracing out in their ge- pey often ufed to tell % that 

after 
[3] See Di?. Lcfat* of Mofei^ p. iSa, 
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the prc^refs of his knowledge Ihould keep pace 
with the improvement of his eloquence ; he con- 
fidered the one as the foundation of the other, 
and thought it in vain to acquire ornaments, be- 
fore he had provided neceffary furniture : he de- 
clamed here in Greek, becaufe Molo did not un- 
ierfiand Latin % and upon ending his declamation, 
while the reft of the company were lavifh of their 
praifes, Molo, inftead of paying any compli- 
ment, fat filent a confiderable time, till obferv- 
ing Cicero fomewhat difturbed at it, he faid, <?j 
for you^ Cicero^ I praife and admire yoUy but pity 
the fortune of Greece^ to fee arts and eloquence^ the 
0ify ornaments which were left to her^ tranfplant^ 
td by you to Rome [/]. Having thus finilhed the 
circuit of his travels, he came back again to Italy, 
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after the Mithridatic ivar, as 
he was returning from Syria 
tvvinrds Rome^ he called at 
Rhodes ^ on purpofe to hear him ; 
hut heing im/ormedf on his arri- 
vol thtre^ that he ivas ex- 
tremeij ill of the gout, he had 
a mind ho^wever to fee him \ and 
in his 'vijity *when after the 
firfi compliments^ he hegan to 
exprefi his concern for finding 
him fo ill, that he could not 
have the pleafure to hear him : 
But you can hear me^ replied 
Pofidonias ; norJhalUt he faid, 
that on tJje account of atrf hodily 
painy Ifuffered fo great a man 
to come to me in vain: upon 
*which he entered prefently into 
an argumetit, as he lay upon 
his hid, and maintained luith 
great eloquence, that nothing 
ivas really good,- hut m:hat ^as 
honeft: and heing all the *while 
in ex^uifiti torture, he often 



cried out, O pain, thou Jhalt 
never gain thy point ; for he as 
vexatious as thou lAjilt, I vuill 
never ovm thee to he an evil. 
This was the perfeflion of 
Stoical Heroifm, to defy fenfe 
and nature to the lait : while 
another poor Stoic, Dionyfius, 
a Scholar of Zeno, the Foun- 
der of the fedt, when by the 
torture of the (lone, he was 
forced to confefs, that v;hat 
his mafer had taught him v:as 
falfe, and that he felt pain to 
he an evil, is treated by all 
their writers^ as a poltroon and 
haje dsfertor. Which (hews, 
that all their boailed firmncTs 
was owing rather to a falfe 
notion of honor and reputa- 
tion, than to any real prin- 
ciple, or convidlion of rca- 
fon. Nat. Deor. 2. 24. de 
Finib. 5. 31. 

[/] Plutar. lif. of Cic. 

after 
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after an excurfion of .two years extremely ini- 
proved, and changed as it were into a new man : 
the vehemence of his voice and aSiion was mode*- 
rated \ the redundancy of his ftile and fancy correBed\ 
bis lungs Jirengthened J and his whole conftitution 
confirmed [g]. 

This voyage of Cicero feems to be the onely 
fcheme and pattern of travelling, from which 
any real benefit is to be expedted : he did not ftir 
abroad, till he had compleated his education at 
home ; for nothing can be more pernicious to a 
. • nation, than the neceflity of a foreign one ; and 
after he had acquired in his own country whatever 
was proper to form a worthy Citizen and Magi- 
ftrate of Rome, he went confirmed by a maturity 
of age and reafon againfl the impreflions of vice, 
not fo much to learn as to polilh what he had 
karnt, by vifiting thofe places, where arts and 
fciences floriftied in their greatcft perfeftion. In 
a tour the moft delightfull of the world, he faw 
every thing that could entertain a curious traveller, 
yet (laid no where any longer than his benefit, not 
his pleafure detained him. By his previous know- 
ledge of the laws of Rome, he was able to com- 
pare them with thofe of other cities, and to bring 
back with him whatever he found ufefull, either 
to his country or to himfelf. He was lodged, 
where -ever he came, in the houfes of the great 
and the eminent ; not fo much for their birth and 
wealth, as for their virtue, knowledge, and learn* 
ing ; men honored and reverenced in their feveral 
Cities, as the principal Patriots, Orators, and Phi- 
lofophers of the age : thefe he made the conllant 
companions of his travels -, that he might not lofe 
the opportunity even on the road, of profiting by . 

ig\ Brut. 438, 

their 



i^f M. rVLLiVS CICERO. 49 

their advice and experience : and from fuch a 
voyage, it is no wonder, that he brought back 
every accomplilhment, which could improve and 
adorn a man 6f fenfe. 

PoMPEY returned about this time victorious 
from Afric ; where he had greatly enlargqd the 
bounds of the Empire, by the conqueft and addi- 
tion of many new countries to the Roman domi- 
nion. He was received with great marks of refpeft 
by the Diflator Sylla, who went out to meet him 
at the head . of the nobility, and faluted him by 
the title of Magnus, or the Great ; which from 
that authority was ever after given to him by all 
people. But his demand of a triumph difgufted 
both Sylla and the Senate ^ who thought it too 
ambitious in one, who had palled through none 
of the public offices, nor was of age to be a Sc^ 
nator, to afpire to an honor, which bad never 
been granted, except to Confuls or Prsetors : but 
Pompey, infilling on his demand, extorted Sylia'a 
confent, and was the firft whofe triumphal car is 
faid to have been drawn by Eiepbanis^ and the 
onely one of the Equeftrian order who had ever 
triumphed : which gave an unufual joy to the 
people, to fee a man of their own body obtain fo 
lignal ail honor \ and much more to fee him de* 
fcend again from iC to his old rank, and private 
condition among the Knights [b}. 

While Pompey, by his exploits in war, had 
acquired the furname of the Great j J. Casfar, about 

Ih] Bellom in Africa maxi- Romanos^ id quod antea ne- 

mum confecity vidorem ezer- mo^ curra triumphali invec* 

cituon deportavit. Quid vero tus eft. [Plin. Kiil. Nat. 7. 

tain inauditaiBy quam Equi- 26.] Romx primum jdnQi 

tem Rom. triampharef Pro Elephantes fubiere carfum 

leg. Man. 21. Africa vero Pompeii Magni Africano cri- 

tota fttbada-^Magniqqe no- umpho. lb. S. 2. Platar. ia 

mine.fpolio inde captOjEques Pomp. 

VbL. I. E fix 



^& 7)&^ History of the Life 

fix years younger, was giving proofs likewiie of his 
military genius, and ferving as a volunteer at the 
liege of Mitylene ; a fplendid and fiorifhing city 
of Lefbos, ^which had aiTifted Mithridates in the 
late war, arid perfidioufly delivered up to him M. 
Aquilius, a perfon of Confular dignity, who had 
been fent Embaffador to that King, and after the 
defeat of the Roman army had taken refuge in 
Mitylene, as in a place of the greateft fecurity, , 
Mithridates is faid to have treated him with the 
laft indignity ; carrying him about in triumph, 
mounted upon an Afs, and forcing him to 
proclame every where aloud, that he was Aquilius, 
who had been the chief caufe of the war. But 
the Town now paid dear for that treachery, being 
taken by ftorm, and almoft demolifhed by Q. 
Thermus : though Pompey reftored it afterwards 
to it's former beauty and liberty, at the requeft 
of his favorite freedman Theophanes. In this 
fiege Csefar obtained the honor of a Civic crowH% 
which, though made only of oaken leaves^ was 
eileemed the mod reputable badge of Martial 
virtue 5 and never beftowcd, but for favmg the 
life of a Citizen, and killing at the fame time an 
enemy [f], 

Sylla died while Cicero was at Athens, after 
he had laid down the Didatorfhip and reftored 
liberty to the Republic, and, with an uncommon 
greatnefs of mind, lived many months as a private . 
Senator and with perfect fecurity in that City 

[/] Quid Mitylenae ? qoae tylenaram corona cirica do* 

cerce vefiras, Quirites, belli natas eft. [Suet. J. Caef. 2.} 

lege, & vidoris jure fadlae Hinc civicae corone, militiim 

func : Urbs & natura & fitu, virtncis infigne clariffimiim. 

Sc defcriptione sedificiorum & Plin. Hift. Nat. 16. 4. Vdl. 

pulchritudine imprimis nobi- Pat. 2. 18. Vid. Appian.Bell. 

Jis. [Deleg. Agrar. 2. 16 ] A Mithrid. p. 184. Vd. Max. 

Thermo in expugnatione Mi^ 9* 13- 

where 
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where he had exercifed the moll bloody tyranny t 
but nothing was thought to be greater in his cha- 
rader, than that during the three years^ in which 
the Marians were mailers of Italy^ he neither dif^ 
iembled his refolution of purfuing them by arms^ 
nor negledled the war which he had upon his 
hands i but thought it his duty, firft to chaftife a 
foreign enemy, before he took his revenge upon 
Cidzens [it]. His family was noble and PatriciM^ 
which yet, thro* the indolence of his Ancellors^ 
had made no figure in the Republic for many g^ 
aerations, and was almoft funk into obfcurity^ till 
he produced it again into light, by afpiring to the 
honors of the State. He was a lover and patron 
of polite letters ; having been carefully inftituted 
himfelf in all the learning of Greece an^ Rome \ 
but from a peculiar gaity of temper, and fondnefs 
for the company of Mimics and Players, Was 
drawn, when young, into a life of luxury and plea«^ 
fore ; fo that when he was fent S^uafior to Marius 
in the Jugurthine war^ Marius complained, that 
in fo rough and defperare a fervice chance had 
given him fifoft and delicate a ^dtftor. But whe- 
ther roufcd by the example, or ftung by the re- 
proach of his General, he behaved himfelf in that 
diarge with the greateft vigor and courage, fuf- 
fering no man to outdo him in any part of military 
duty or labor, making himfelf equal and familiar 
even to the lowed of the foldiers, and obliging 
them all by his good offices and his money $ fo 
that he foon acquired the favor of the army, with 

[i] Vix qaidquam in SyWtt diflimulavit, nee quod erat In 

operibns darias duxeriniy manibtis omific ; exiftimavic- 

^m qood, cum per trien- que ante frangendom hollem, 

mm Cinnanae Mariansqoe quam ulcifcendiim civeza. 

partes Italiam obiiderent, ne- Veil. Pat. 2. 24.. 

que iUatttrum fe belluin eis 

E 2 the 
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the charaderof a brave and fkillfull Comman 
and lived to drive Marius himfelf, baniOied 
profcribed, into that very province where h< 
oeen contemned by him at firft as his Quxftoi 
He had a wonderfull faculty of concealing hi! 
lions and purposes, and was fo different from 
felf in different circumftancts, that he ieemc 
it were to be two men in one : no man was 
more mild and moderate before viSory ; none 
iloodrf and cruel (^ter it \m\ In war he pra^ 
the fame art, that he had feen fo fuccefsfi 
Marius, of rai£ng a kind of enthuHafm and 
tempt of danger in his army, by the forgery oj 
fpices and divine admonitions: for which en 
carried always about with him a little fiat 
Apollo taken from the temple of Delphi: and t 
ever he hadrefolved to give battle^ ufed to embr 
injight of the folders ^ and beg the fpeedy conj. 
tion of it^s promifes to him [»]. From an uni 
rupced courfe of fuccels and profperity he afll 

[/] Geniis Patricia nobilis quia apud animam fac 

fuic ; familia prope jam ex- pendere velit, duos i 

tin^a majorum isnavia : lit- homine Syllas fuifle cr 

ceris grxcisnrquelatinisjuxta rit — [Val. M. 6. 9 ] 

arqae doi^ifTime eruditas. — enim Syila fuit diffimil: 

tSallaft. Bell. Jugurth. 95.] lacor ac vi^or, ut dum 

iTque ad Quaeilurae fux co- julli(Emo Icnior; poft 

iiiicias viiam libidhii, vino^ riam audicofueritcrudc 

ludicrx arcis amore inquina- at io eodsm horoiDe d 

tarn perduxtc. Quapropter ac diverfiilimi animi c 

C. Marium confalem molefte ceretur exemplum. Ve] 

cnliife traditur. quod iibi, 2. 2^ 
a'^cirimum in Africa bellum [«] Quotirs prsliun 

fiercn:i,tamdclicatusQi!K!lor mittcre dcilinabat, p 

trr'c obvcniiTct, &c. [Val. Apollinisfignum Ddph 

M,ix. 6. 1 Sallurt. ib. latum, in confpcdlu n 

[-•] Ad liniuhnda ncgotia complexus, orsbar, ui 

aW'tudo ingonii incrcdibilis — mifTunatiiraret V^al. W* 

\$i\\Mi\.\b JquTtam diicrfa. dc Div. 1. 33, 
CaaM^u*.* ir.tcr ic coiuraria, li 
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a furnatne, unknown before to the Romans, of 
Felist or the Fartunate \ and would btroe beenfortu^ 
nafe indeed^ fays Velleius, if bis life bad ended with 
Us viBories [o]. Pliny calls it a wicked title, 
drawn from the blood and oppreffion of his coun- 
try ; for which pofterity would think him more 
unfortunate, even than thofe whom he had put to 
death [p]- He had one felicity however peculiar 
to himielf, of being the onely man in hiftory, in 
whom the odium of the mofl barbarous cruelties 
was diftinguifhed by the glory of his great ads. 
Cicero, though he had a good opinion of his 
caafe, yet detefted the inhumanity of his vidbory, 
and never fpeaks of him with refped, nor of his 
government, but as a proper tyranny ; calling him 
« mafter of tbree moft peftiknt vices ^ luxury^ avarice^ 
crveliy [q]. He was the firft of his family, whofe 
dead body was burnt : for having ordered Marius's 
remains to be taken out of his grave^ and tbrown into 
the river Amo^ he was apprehenfive of the fame 
infult upon his own, if left to the ufual way of 
burial [r]. A little before his death, he made 
his own Epitaph, the fumm of which was, that 
no man bad ever gone beyond him^ in doing good to his 
friends^ or hurt to his enemies [j]. 

As 

[0] Qaod qQidem afurpaf- [r] Qaod haud fcio an ti- 

lttjaftifiiaie,fieandem & vin- mens fuo corporis primus e 

cendi & vivendi finem haba- Patriciis Corneliis igne voluic 

iflet. Veil. Pat. 2. 27. cremari. De Leg. 2. 22. 

\f] Unas hominum ad hoc Val. Max. 9. 2. 

zn Felicis fibi cognomen af. [s\ Plntarch. in Sylla. 

feruit civili ncmpe fan- The following Votive In- 

goine, ac patrise oppagnaci- , fcription was found in Italy, 

one adoptatus, &c. Plin. HiH. in the year 1723, near Ci- 

NaL 7. 43. cero^s Arpinum, between 

M Q!?i triura peftiferorum Atina and Sora, wbich had 

vitiorum, luxuri^r, avaritiae, been dedicated probably by 

cradeliutis magifter fuit. De Sylla^ about the time of his 

Fin. 3. 22. deOffic. 2. 8. £ 3 afTuming 
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As foon as Sylla was dead, the old difienfions, 
that had been fmothered a while by the terror of 
his power, burft out again into a flame between 
the two factions, fupported feverally by the two 
Confuls, Q^Catulus and M. Lepidus, who wen: 
wholly oppofite to each other in party and politics. 
Lepidus refblved at all adventures to refcind the 
a£ts of Sylla, and recall the exiled Marians ; and 
began openly to follicit the people to fupporc him 
in that refolution : but his attempt, though plau- 
fible, was fadious and unfeafonable, tending to 
overturn the prefent fetclement of the Republic, 
which after it's late wounds and lofs of civil blood» 
wanted nothing fo much as reft and quiet, to re- 
cover a tolerable degree of ftrength. Catulus's 
father, the ableft Statefman of his time, and the 
chief aflertor of the Ariftocratical'iMtxt^^ had been 
condemned to die by Marius : the fon therefore, 
who inherited his virtues, as well as his principles, 
and was confirmed in them by a refentment of 
that injury, vigoroufly oppofed and efieftually 
difappointed all the defigns of his Collegue ; who 
finding himfelf unable to gain his end without re- 
curring to arms, retired to his government of 
Gaul, with intent to raife a force fufficient to fub- 
due all oppofition ; where the fame of his levies 
and military preparations gave fuch umbrage to 
the Senate, that they foon abrogated his command* 
Upon this he came forward into Italy at the head 
of a great army, and having poffeflcd himfelf of 
Etruria without oppofition, marched in an hoftile 
manner towards the City, to the demand of a fe- 

nfTaming the furname of Fc- I O V I 

lix, foon after his firft fuc- QUOD PERICVLVM 

ccfs, and ddeat of the Chiefs, FELICITER E VASERIT 

who were iil arms againfthjin L. SVLLA. 

%\ hom^. *^ V. 5. LA. 

con4 
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cond Confulfliip. He had with him feveral of the 
chief M agiftrates, and the good wifhes of all the 
Tribuns, and hoped by the authority of the Ma- 
rian caufe, which was always favored by the po« 
pulace, to advance himfelf into Sylla's place, and 
' ufurp the fovereign power of Rome. Catulus in 
die mean time upon the expiradon of his office, 
was invefted with Proconfular authority, and 
charged with the defenfe of the government ; and 
Pompcy alfo, by a decree of the Senate, was 
joined with him in the fame commiffion ; who 
having united their forces before Lepidus could 
reach the city, came to an engagement with him 
near the Milvian bridge, within a mile or two from 
the walls, where they totally routed and difperfed 
his whole army. But the Cifalpine Gaul being 
(till in the poflefTion of his Lieutenant, M. Brutus, 
the father of him who afterwards killed Casfar, 
Pompcy marched forward to reduce that Pro* 
vince : where Brutus, after fuftaining a fiege in 
Modena, furrendered himfelf into his hands ; but 
being conduced, as he defired by a guard of 
horfe to a certain village upon the Po, he was 
there killed by Pompey's orders. This aft was 
cenfured as cruel and unjult, and Pompey gene- 
rally blamed for killing a man of the Brft quality, 
who had furrendered himfelf voluntarily and on 
the condition of his life : but he a£led probably 
by the advice of Catulus, in laying hold of the 
pretext of Brutus's treafon, to deftroy a man, who 
from his rank and authority, might have been a 
dangerous Head to the Marian party, «and capable 
of difturbing that Jrifiocracy^ which Sylla had 
eftablifhed, and which the Senate and all the 
better fort were very defirous to maintain. Le*- 
pidus efcaped into Sardinia, where he died foon 
after of griefj to fee his hopes and fortunes fo 
£ 4 miferably 



r 
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miferably biased : and thus ended tbtdvUwar of 
Lepidus^ as the Roman writers call it» whurh, 
though but (hort lived, was thought confiderable 
enough by Salluft to be made the fubjeA of a 
diflindt Hiftory, of which feveral fragments are 
fiill lemaining [/]. 

As Cicero was returning from his travels towards 
Rome, full of hopes, and afpiring thoughts, his 
ambition was checked, as Plutarch tells us, by 
the Delphic Oracle : for upon confulting Apollo, 
by what means he might arrive at the height of 
glory, he was anfwered, by making his owngefdus 
and not the opinion of the people^ the guide of bis 
life -, upon which he carried himfelf after his re- 
turn with great caution, and was very Ihy of pre- 
tending to public honors. But though the rule be 
very good, yet Cicero was certainly too wife, and 
had fpent too much of his time with Philofophers, 
to fetch it from an Oracle^ which according to 
his own account, had been in the utmoft contempt 
for many ages, and was confidered by all men of 
fenfe as a mere impofture[«]. But if he really 
went to Delphi, of which we have not the leaft 
bint in any of his writings, we muft impute it to 
the fame motive, that draws fo many Travellers 
at this day to the Holy Houfe of Loretto ; the curio- 

[/] M. Lepido, Q. Catulo Val. Max. 6. 2. Pigb. Annal* 

Coif, civile bellum pxne ci- A. U. 676. 

tius oppreiTaxn eft^ quam in- [»] P>rrhi temporibus jam 

ciperet — fax illius motus ab Apollo verfus face re defierat 

ipfo Syllae logo exariit. Ca- — <ar iilo modo jam oracala 

pidus namqne rcrom novarum non eduntur, nop modo nollra 

per infolentiam Lepidus, a£^a aerate, fed jam dia, uc modo 

tanci viri refcindere parabat nihij^ poifit elTe contempcios f 

nee immerito, fi tamen pofTet Quomodo autem iila vis eva- 

tnc magna clade Reipub. nuit? an poftquam homines. 

&c. Flor. 3. 27. Vid. Plutar. minus creduli efle copperunt? 

in Pomp. Appian. I. i. 416. DeDiv. 2. 56,57. 



5aIIufl. Fra^niejQC, Hift. 1. i. 
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£ty of feeing a place ib celebrated through the 
world for it's fan£lity and riches. After his return 
however, he was fo far from obferving that caution 
which Plutarch fpeaks of, that he freely and for-* 
wardly refumed his former employment of plead- 
ing; and after one year more fpent at the Bar^ 
obtained in the next the dignity of ^ajlor. 

Among the caufes which he pleaded before his 
Quseftorfhip was that of the famous Comedian 
Rofcius, whom a fingular merit in his art had re- 
commended to the familiarity and friendfhip of 
the greateft men in Rome \x']. The caufe was this; 
one Fannius bad made over to Rofcius ayoungjlave^ 
t$ he formed by him to the ftage^ on condition of a 
painerfhip in theprqfitSy which the fta^e fhould ac- 
jidrefy a^ing: the flave was afterwards killed^ and 
R/Bfdus profecuted the Murtherer for damages ^ and 
9btainedi fy a compqfition^ a little farm worth about 
fight htmdred pounds^ for his particular fbare: Fan^ 
mus alfo fued feparatefy^ and was fuppofed to ,have 
gained as muchy but pretending to have recovered nO' 
things fued Rofcius for the moiety of what he had re- 
ceived. One cannot but obierve from Cicero's 
pleading the wonderfuU efteem and reputation in 
which Rofcius then florifhed, of whom he draws 
a very amiable pifture.— ffiw Rofcius then^ fays 
he, defrauded Jbis partner ? Can fuch a ftain ftick 
upon fuch a man? who^ I fpeak it with confidence^ 
has more integrity than fkill^ more veracity than ^y- 
perimce : whom the people of Rome know to be a 
better man than he is an ABor ; and while he makes 
the frft figure on the ftage for his artj is worthy of 
the Senate for his virtue [^]. In another place he 

fays 

\x\ Nee valgi tantum fa- [y\ Qaem pop. Rom. me- 

TOreiQy verum etiam prind- liorem viram, qaam hillrio*. 

pnm familiaritates ampiexni aem elTe arUcratari qai ita 
cH. Val. Ma;(. 9. ^. digoiill. 
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fays of him, that be was fiub an artift^ as fa feem 
the enefy ene fii ta came upm the fiage ; yetjkcb a 
moHy as to feem the enefy ene unfit to come upon it at 
all [z\ : and that his a£iion wasfo perfeS and ad- 
fmrable^ that when a man excelled in any other pnh 
feffiony it wasgrc^jensnto a proverhtocall UmaRof" 
cius [a]. His dailj pay for afting is faid to have 
been about thirty pounds JlerUng [h], Pliny com* 
putes his yearly prc^t at four thoufand pounds [r] ; 
but Cicero fcems to rate it at five thoufand. He 
was generous, benevolent, and a contemner of 
money ; and after he had railed an ample fortune 
from the ftage, gave hh pains to the public for 
many years without any pay : whence Cicero urges 
it as incredible, that he who in ten years pafi might 
boneftly have gained fifty thoufand pounds^ which ho 
refufedy fbould be tempted to commit a fraud for th$ 
paultry fumm of four hundred \d\ 

At the fame of Cicero's return from Greece^ 
there reigned in the Forum two Orators of noble 
birth and great authority, Cotta and Hortenfius, 
whofc glory inflamed him with an emulation of 
their virtues. Cottars way offpeaking was calm and 
eajy^ flowing with great elegance and propriety of 
diSlion ; Hortenfius* s fprightly^ elevated^ and warm-' 
ing both by his words and aSion ; who being the 
nearer to him in age^ about eight years older ^ and 
excelling in bis own taft and manner^ was confidered 

digniOimas eft Scena, propter de publico mille denarios fo«^ 

artificiani, at digniffimas fit las acceperic. Macrob. Sa« 

Curia, propter abftiDeodam. turn. 2. 10. 

Pr. Q^ Rofc. 6. [c] HS. qoingenta annua 

{z\ Pro Quinfl. 2$. mericafle prodatur. Plin. 

[a] Ut in quo quifque ar* Hift. Nat. 7. 39. 

tificio txcellerec, is in fuo ge- \jf] Decern his annis pro« 

nere Rofcius dicereteur. De ximis HS. fexagies honeftif- 

Orat. 1 . 2%. fime coniequi potuit : noluit* 

[h] Ut mercedem diornam Pro Rofdo, 8. 

h 
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ly bim mare particularly as bis pattern^ or compe^ 
Htar rather in glory [^]. The bufinefs of pleading, 
though a profeifion of all others the moft labori- 
ous, yet was not niercenary, or undertaken for 
any pay ; for it was illegal to take money, or to 
accept even a prefent for it : but the richeft, the 
greateft, and the nobleft of Rome freely offered 
their talents to the fervice of their citizens, as the 
common Guardians and Protestors of the innocent; 
and diftreiled [/]. This was a conftitution as old 
as Romulus, who afligned the patronage of the 
people to the Patricians or Senators, without fee 
or reward : but in fucceeding ages, when, through 
the avarice of the Nobles, it was become a cuflom 
for all Clients, to make annual prefents to their 
Patrons, by which the body of the Citizens was 
made tributary as it were to the Senate, M. Cin- 
cius, a Tribun, publifhed a law, prohibiting all 
Senators to take money or gifts on any account^ and 
ijpecial/y for pleading caufes. In the conteft about 
this law, Cicero mentions a fmart reply made by 
the Tribun to C. Cento, one of the Orators who 
oppofed it ; for when Cento afked him with fome 
fcorn, fFbat is it^ nry little Cincius^ tbat you are 
making all tbis ftir ahout ? Cincius replied, tbat 
yoUj Caius^ may pay for what you ufe [g']. We 

mufl; 

[e] Dao turn excellebant de donis & mnneribus, nifi 

Oratoresy qui meimitandi cu- qaia vedligalis jam & ftipen- 

piditate incitarenc, Cotta & diaria plebs tKe^ Senatui coe- 

HorcenfinSy &c. Brat. 440. perac ? [Liv. 34. 4.] Confur- 

[/*} Diferci igitar hominis, gunt Patres legemqae Ciaci- 

U facile laborancisy quodqae am flagicant, qua cavetur an- 

in patriis eft moribas, mulco- tiquitus, ne qais ob caufam 

rum caufas & non gravate & orandam pecuniam donamve 

gratuito defendeatis, bene£- accipiat. [Tacit. Annal. ii. 

cia & patrocinia late patent. 5.] M.CinciaSyqoodielegem 

.]>e Offic. 2. 19, de donis ic mnneribus talic 

r^] Qoid legem Ciadam com C. Cento prodiifiet, 8e 

fati$ 
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muft not imagine however, chat cfan generofity of 
che Great was wholly diiincerefted, or without any 
expe&adon of fruit ; for it brought the nobleft 
which a liberal mind could receivey the fruit of 
pr^fe and honor from the public voice of their 
country : it was the proper inftrument of their 
ambition, and the furc means of advancing them 
to the firft dignities of the State ; they gave their 
labors to the people, and the people repaid them 
with the honors and preferments which they had 
the power to beftow : this was a wife and happy 
conftitution, where by a neceflary conne&ion be- 
tween virtue and honor, they ferved mutually to 
ptxxluce and perpetuate each other ; where the re- 
ward of honors excited merit, and merit never 
failed to procure honors -, the onelv policy which 
can make a nation great and profperous. 

Thus the three Orators yi^ mtniioixtA^ accord- 
ing to the cuftom and conlKtution of Rome, were 
all feverally employed this fummcr in fuing for the 
different Offices, to which their different age and 
rank gave them a right to pretend ; Cctta for the 
Canfuljhip^ Hortenfius the jEdikJhip^ Cicero the 
Siuaftorjhip -, in which they all fucceeded : and 
Cicero efpecially had the honor to be chofen the 
firjl of all his competitors by the unanimous fuffrage of 
the Tribes ; a?id in the firft year in which be was ca- 
pable of it by law^ the thirty firft of his age \h^. 

The ^aftors were the general Receivers or 
Treafurers of the Republic ; whofe number had 

fati$ contumcliofe, quid fers us, by Q^ Fabius Maximas* 

CindoU? qusefiiTet ; ut tmas^ in the extremity of his age« 

inquity C«/, fi uti welis. Cic. De Seneft. 4. Vid Pigh. 

deOrat. 2. 71. Annal. torn. 2. p. 218. 

This Cidntan Urw was \h\ Me cum Quxflorem 

made in the year of Rome in primis — candtis fuffragiis 

549; and recommended to populas Romanas faciebat. 

the people, as Cicero tells In PiL i. Brat. 440. 

been 
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been gradually enlarged with the bounds and re- 
venues of the Empire from two to twenty^ as it 
now ftood from the laft regulation of Sylla. They 
were lent annually into the feveral Provinces, one 
with every Proccnful or Governor^ to whom they 
were the next in authority, and had the proper 
equipage of Magiftrates. the U8ors carrying the 
Fafces before tbem ; which was not however allow- 
ed to them at Rome. Befides the care of the 
revenues, it was their bufinels alfo to provide corn 
and all forts of grain for the ufe of the armies 
abroad, and the public confumption at home. 

This was the firft ftep in the legal afcent and 
gradation of public honors, which gave an imme- 
diate right to the Senate, and after the expiration 
of the office an adual admiffion into it duruig life : 
and though ftridly fpeaking none were held to be 
complete Senators, till they were enrolled at the 
next Luftrum in the Uft of the Cenfors^ yet that was 
onely a matter of form, and what could not be 
denied to them, unlefs for the charge and notoriety 
of fome crime, for which every other Senator was 
equally liable to be degraded. Thtk ^efiors 
therefore, chofen annually by the people, were the 
regular and ordinary fupply of the vacancies of 
the Senate, which confifted at this time of about 
five hundred : by which excellent inftitution tbe 
way to tbe highefi Order of the State was laid open to 
tbe virtue and indujiry of every p-ivate citizen ; and 
the dignity of this Sovereign Council maintained 
by a fucceffion of members, whofe diftinguilhed 
merit had firft recommended them to the notice 
and fayor of their Country [/]. 

The 

\jf] Quaefiara, primus gra- honoribus in ampliffimo con- 
clus honoris — [in Ver. A£i. i . cilio, 8c in aidflimo gradu dig- 
4 ] PopulamRomanuxD^fiujus x^cacii^ acque in hac omniam 

tcrramm 
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The Confuls of this year were Cn. Oftavhjn 
jmd C. Scribonius Curio ; the firft was Cicero^s 
particular friend, aperfon of Angular humanity and 
benevolence, but cruelly afflidled with the gout i 
whom Cicero therefore urges as an example againft 
tie Epicureans J to Jhew that a life fupptnrted hy mm^ 
eence could not be made miferable by fain \k\. The 
fecond was a profejQfed Orator ^ or Pleader at tie 
Bar^ where he fuftained fome credit, without any 
other accomplifhment of art or nature, than a cer- 
tain purity and fplendor of lair^uage^ derived from 
the inftitution of a Father, who was efteemed for 
bis eloquence : his aftion was vehement, with fo 
abfurd a manner of wavi^ig bis body from owjtdeto 
the other J as to give occafion to a jell upon him, 
that he had learnt to Jpeak in a boat. They were 



tcrriram arce collocati fa- 
snus. [Poft red. ad Sen. i.] 
Ita Magiftratus annuos crea- 
▼erunt, at conciliom Senatus 
Reip. proponerent fempiter- 
jaiun ; deligcrentur aatem ia 
id concilium ab univerfo po« 
palOy adicufque in illom fum- 
mum ordinem omnium civi- 
nm ioduHriae ac virtuti pate- 
Tct. ProSext65. 

This account of the man- 
ner of filling op the Senate 
is confirmed by many other 
paffages of Cicero's works : 
for example ; when Cicero 
was elected JSdik^ the next 
fuperior Magiflrate to the 
^^Jior, ar.d before his en- 
trance into that Office, he 
took a journey into Sicily to 
colledl evidcrce againft Ver- 
res ; in the account of which 
voyage he fays, iJi^at he nvent 
tU bu cwn (hargesy though a 



SiHotor, into that Prommif 
ivherg hi had befiro ham 
^seftor. [In Verr. 1. i, 6*] 
Again; when the Govern- 
ment of Cilicia was allotitd 
to bim, he begged of yoong 
Curio, as he did of all his 
friends in the Senate, not to 
fufi^r it to be prolonged to 
him beyond the year. In his 
abfence, Curio, who before 
had been onely ^itftor^ was 
eleded Tribun ; upon which 
Cicero, in a congratulatory 
Letter to him on that promo* 
tion, taking occafion to rc« 
new his former requeft, fays^ 
that he ajked it of him heforg^ 
as of a Senator of the nobleft 
hirth^ and a youth of th§ 
greateft intereft ; but notv of a 
Tribun of the people^ tvho had 
the power to grant him *wbat h§ 
ojked. Ep. fam. 2. 7. 
\k'\ De Fioib. 2. 28. 

both 
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both jrtf them however good Magiftrates •/ fuch as 
the pirdent ftate of the Republic required; firm ta 
die interefts of the Senate, and the late eflablifh- 
mcnt made by Sylla, which the Tribuns were la- 
boring by all their arts to overthrow. Thefe Con* 
fuls therefore were called before the people by Sid- 
Tim, a bold and faftious Tribun, to declare their 
opinion about the revocation of SylUfs a£ls^ and the 
r^oraiian of the ^ribufdcian power^ which was now 
tbe onely queftion that engaged the zeal and at- 
tention of the City: Curio fpoke much againft it 
with his ufual vehemence and agitation of body i^ 
while Oftavius fat by, crippled with the gout, 
and wrapped $tp in plaifters and ointments: when 
Curio had done, the Tribun, a man of a humo- 
rous wit, told 0(^avius, that be could never make 
emends to bis CoUeguefor tbefervice of tbat day ; for 
if be bad not taken fucb pains to beat away tbe flies ^ 
thy would certainhf have devoured him [/J. But 
while Sicinius was purfuing his feditious pra<flices, 
and ufing all endeavours to excite the people to 
fome violence againfl the Senate, he was killed by 
tbe management of Curio, in a tumult of his 
own raifing [m]. 

We have no account of the precife time of 
Cicero's marriage \ which was celebrated mofl: 
probably in the end of the preceding year, im- 
mediately after his return to Rome, when he was 
about thirty years old : it cannot be placed later, 
becaufe his daughter was married the year be- 

[/] Cario copm nonnalla retar e lintre — Nunquam» in* 

verboram, nallo alio bono, te- quit, Odlavi, Collegae tao gra« 

nuit Oratoram locum [Brut, tiam referes : qui nifi fe fuo 

350. it. 323.] Motus erat is^ more jadlavi^et, hodie te iftic 

qtiem C. Jalius in perpetaam mufcse comediiTent. lb. 324. 
noravity cam ex eo» in utram* [m] Vid. Sail aft. Fragm. 

qoe partem toto corpore va- Hid. 1. 3. Orat. MacrL Pigh. 

clllantei q;a«(ivity quis loque- Ann. 677. 

3 fore 
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fore his Confullhip, at the age onehf of thirteen \ 
though we fuppofe her to be born this yearo» 
the fifth of Augufi^ which is mentioned to be i^ 
Urth-dof [»]. Nor is there any thing cert^n 
deliver^ of the family and condition of his wife 
Terentia ; yet from her name, her great fortune, 
and her Jifter Fabians being one of the Vefial Vtrgjmt 
\o\ we may conclude, that Ihe was nobly der 
icended. This year therefore was particularly for* 
tunate to him, as it brought an increafe not onely 
of iflue, but of dignity into his family, by railing 
it from the Equeftrian to the Senatorian rank ; and 
by this early tail of popular favor gave him a 
fure prefage of his future advancement to the fu-^ 
perior honors of the Republic. 

[«] Nonis SextiL ad Att. [0] Afcon. Orat. in Tog- 
4. i« can^ 
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<^'H£ Provinces of the Quaeftors being di- 
£ ftributed to them always by lot, the Ifland 
(/Sicily happened to fall to Cicero's (hare [i?]. 
This was the firff country, which, after the re- 
dudion of Italy, became a prey to the power of 
ftome [3J« and was then thought condderable 
enough to be divided into two Provinces of Lily- 
bcum and Syracufe ; the former of which was al- 
lotted to Cicero: for though they were both 
United at this time under one Prsetor or fupremc 
Governor, S. Peducseus, yet they continued ftill 
to have each of them a diftindt Quasftor [c]. He 
received this OfEce, not as a gi?t, but a truft ; 
and amjidered ity he fays, as a public Ttheater^ in 
which the eyes of the world were turned upon him ; 
and that he might aft his part with the greater 
credit, refolved to devote his whole attention to 
it; and to deny himfelf every pleafure, every 
gratification of his appetites, even the mod inno- 
cent and natural, which could obftruft the laud- 
able difcharge of it [^J. 

[«] Me Qaaeftorem Sicili- non folum datum, fed etiani 

tBfitexcepit annas. BruL44o. creditum> at nra Quaefturam- 

[y] Prima omnium, id que meam quafi in aliquo ter- 

^od ornamentam Imperii eft, raram orbis theacro verfari 

provincia cil appdlata. In exiftimarem ; ut omnia fem- 

Ven-.l. 3. I. per, quae jacunda videntur 

[0 Qaaeftores utriofque efTe, non modo his extraordi- 

PfOviociae, qai ido Pra^tore nariis cupiditatibus, fed etiam 

^nc. lb. 4. ipfi naturae ac necelTiCati dene- 

{i\ lea Quaeftor fum fac- garem. In Verr. 1. 5. 14. 
tu, ut mihi hoDorcm iUam 

Vol. I; F Sicily 
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Sicily was ufually called the Granary cj 
Republic [^] ; and the Quasftor's chief emp 
ment in it was to fupply corn and provifions 
the ufe of the City : but there happening to 
peculiar fcarcity this year at Rome, it mad 
people very clamorous, and gave the Tribur 
opportunity of inflaming them the more cafilj 
charging it to the lofs of the Tritunician power^ 
their being left a prey by that means to the 
prelTions of the great [/]. It was necclTary tl 
fore to the public quiet, to fend out large 
Ipeedy fupplies from Sicily, by which the II 
was like to be drained ; fo that Cicero had a 
ficult taflc to furnifh what was fufficient for 
demands of the City, without being grievoi 
the fame time to the poor natives : yet he 
naged the matter with fo much prudence anc 
drefs, that he made very great export ations^ \ 
out any burthen upon the Province ; fhe^ 
great courtefy all the while to the dealers, ju 
to the merchants, generofity to the inhabit; 
humanity to the allies ; and in Ihort, doing 
manner of good offices to every body ; by w 
he gained the love and admiration of all the 
Uans^ who decreed greater hone's to him at hi. 
parture^ than they had ever decreed before to a} 
their Chief Governors [^]. During his rcfid 
in the Country, feveral young Romans of qui 
who fervcd in the army, having committed 1 

[e] Ille M. Cato fapiens, miTeram : negociatoribu 

celiam penariam Republicse, mis, mercatoribus judos, 

nucricem plebis Romanae Si- nicipibus liberalis, fociif 

ciliam nominavit. In Verr. flinens, omnibus eram 

]. 2. 2. in omni officio diligencilEi 

- [/] Vid. Orat. Cotts in excogitati quidam crant 

fragment. Salluft. culis honores in me inac 

[g] Frumenti in fumma Pr, Plane. 26. 
caritate maximum numerum 

& 
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great diforder and offence againit ' martial difci* 
pline, ran away to Rome for fear of puni/htnent % 
where being feized by the Magiftratcs, they were 
fcnt back to be tried before the Prktor in Sicily : but 
Cicero undertook their defence, and pleaded for 
them io well, that he got them all acquitted [h^ % 
and by that means obliged many confiderable fa- 
milies of the City. 

In the hours of leifure from his Provincial 
affairs, he employed himfelf very diligently, as 
he ufed to do at Rome, in his rhetorical ftudies % 
agreeably to the rule which he conftantly incul- 
cates, never to let one day pafs without fome exercife 
(f that kind: fo that on his return from Sicily his 
oratorical talents were, according to his own judg- 
ment, in their full per feSiion and maturity [/]. The 
Country itfelf, famous of old ioxforifsfchoolofeh^ 
pience^ might a£Pord a particular invitation to the 
reviviatl of thofe ftudics : for the Sicilians^ as he 
tells us, being afharp and litigious people^ and after 
the expulfion of their Tyrants^ having many contro^ 
verfies among themfelves about property ^ which re^ 
(fidred much pleadings were the firft who invented 
rules and taught an art of Jpeaking^ of which Cor ax 
andlyfias were the firft Profeffors: an art which, 
above all others, owes it's birth to liberty, and 
can never floriQi but in a free air [k\. 

[i^] PIatarch*s life of Cic. acuta lUa gens k cohtroverfa 

[i] Jam videbatur illad in natora, artem Sc prascepta Si- 

me, quicqaid eflet, efTe per- cqIos Coracem ^ Tyfiam con- 

fe£lam> & habere matarica- fcripfiiTe. Brut. 75. Hasc 

tem qnandam fuam. Brut, una res in omni libero populo, 

44oi maximeqne in pacatis, tran- 

\k] Cum fabaltis in Sic!- quillifque civitatibas femper 

Ha tyrannis res privatae longo Dornit, femperque donkinata 

intervallo jadiciis repeteren- eft. DcOiat*.!. 3. 
tor, torn primi]m> quod eflet 
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Before he left Sicily he made the tour of the 
Ifland, to fee every thing in it that was curious, 
and efpecially the city of Syracufe, which had al- 
ways nnade the principal figure in it's hiftory. 
Here his firft requeft to the Magiftrates, who were 
(hewing him the curiofitics of the place, was to 
let him kctbe tomb- of Archimedes ^ whole name had 
done fo much. honor to itj but to his furprizc he 
perceived, that they knew nothing at all of the 
matter, and even denied that there was any fuch 
tomb remaining : yet as he was affured of it be- 
yond all doubt by the concurrent teftimony of' 
writers, and remembered the verfes infcribed, and 
that there was a Sphere with a Cylinder engraved 
on fome part of it, he would not be diflbaded 
from the pains of fearching it out. When they 
hisid carried him therefore to the gate, where tte 
greateft number of their old Sepulchers flood, he 
obferved in a fpot overgrown with ftirubs and 
briars, a fmall Column, whofe head jufl: appeared 
above the bulhes, with the figure of a Sphere and 
Cylinder upon it ; this^ he presently told the company, 
was the thing that they were looking for ; and fend- 
ing in fome men to clear the ground of the brambles 
andrubbifhy he found the infer iption alfo which he esc- 
peSedy though the latter part of all the verfes was 
effaced. Thus, fays he, one of the noblejl Cities of ' 
Greece^ and once likewife the mcfi learned^ had known 
nothing of the Monument of ifs mofl deferving and 
ingenious Citizen^ if it had not been difcovered to 
them by a Native of Arpinum [/J. At the expira- 
tion of his year he took leave of the Sicilians by 
a kind and afFeftionate fpetch, affuring them of 
his protection in all their affairs at Rome i in which 
he was as good as his word, and continued ever 

[/J Tufc. Quscft. s- 3. 

after 
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after tfeeir conftant patron, to the great bcnefit*and 
advantage of the province. 

He came away extremely pleafed with the fuc- 
cefs of his adminiftration ; and flattering himfelf, 
that all Rome was celebrating bis praifes^ and that 
the people would readily grant him every thing that *he 
defired'y in which imagination he landed at Puteoli, 
a confideilible port adjoining to Baias, the chief 
feat of pleafure in Italy, where there was a perpe- 
tual refort of all the rich and the great, as well for 
the delights of it's fituation, as the ufe of it'3 baths 
and hot waters. But here, as he himielf pleafantly 
tells the ftory, he was not a little mortified by the 
firft friend whom he miet ; who ajked htm^ How 
long he hoi left Rome^ and what news there ? when 
he emjwered^ "That he came from the Provinces : From 
AfriCy I fuppofe^ fays another: and upon his reply '- 
ing with fome indignation^ No-y I come from Sicily: 
a thirdj who flood hy^ and had a mind to be thought 
wifcTj faid prefently. How! did you not know that 
Cicero was ^^Jlor of Syracufe? Upon which, ^- 
ceiving it in vain to be angry ^ he fell into the humor bf 
the place y and made himfelf one of the company who 
came to the waters. This mortification gave fome 
little check to his ambition, or taught him rather, 
how to apply it more fuccefsfully ; and did him 
more goody he fays, than if he had received all the 
compliments that heexpeSed\ for it made him re* 
flea, that the people of Rome had dull ears^ but quick 
eyes\ and that it was his bufinefs to keep himfelfaU 
loays in their fight j nor to be fo follicitous Joow to 
make them hear of him^ as to make them fee him : fo 
that from this moment he refohed to flick clofetothe 
Forum^ and to, live perpetually in the view of the City ; 
nor tofuffer either his porter or hisfleep to hinder any 
mr!s accefs to him [m], 

[m] Pro Plancio, 26. 

F3 At 
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At his return to Rome he found the Conful, 
JL. Lucullus, employing all his power to repell the 
attempts of a turbulent Tribun^ L. ^inSlius^ who 
bad a manner of /peaking peculiarly adapted to in- 
flame the multitude^ and was perpetually exerting it, 
to perfuade them to reverfe Sylla*s ails [» ]. Thefe 
adts were odious to all who afFefted popularity; 
efpccially to the Tribuns, who could not brook 
with any patience the diminution of their ancient 
power i yet all prudent men were defirous to fup- 
port them, as the bed foundation of a lading peace 
and firm fettlement of the Republic. The Tribun 
Sicinius made the firft atuck upon them foon after 
Sylla's death, but loft his life in the quarrel; 
which, inftead of quenching, added fuel to the 
flame ; fo that C. Cotta, one of the next Confuls, 
a man of moderate principles and obnoxious to 
neither party, made it his bufinefs to mitigate thefe 
he^s, by mediating between the Senate and the 
Tribuns, and remitting a part of the reftraint that 
Sylla had laid upon them, (6 far as to reftore them 
(to a capacity of holding the fuperior Magiftracies, 
But a partial reftitution could not fatisfy them ; 
they were as clamorous ftill as ever, and thought 
it a treachery to be quiet, till they had recovered 
their whole rights : for which purpofe Quinftius 
was now imitating his predecefibr Sicinius, and ex- 
citing the populace to do themfelves juftice againft 
their oppreffors, nor fufFer their power and liber- 
ties to be extorted from them by the Nobles. But 
the vigor of Lucullus prevented him from gaining 
any farther advantage, or making any impreflion 
this' year to the difturbanceof the public peace M. 

C. Verres, 

[«] Homo cumfumma po- Cluent. 29. Plutarch, inLo- 
lellate praeditus, turn ad in- cull. 

(kmmandos animos liiultita- [0]. Nifi forte C. Cotta ex 
liinltt accomro^datus. ?rp fadtione media ConfuJ^ aliter 

qu4m 
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C. Verres, of whom we (hall have occafion 
tafay more hereafter, was now alfo Prat or of the 
City, or the fupreme Adminiftrator of Juftice 5 
whofe decrees were not reftrained to the ftrift letter 
of the law, but formed ufually upon the princi- 
ples of common equity ; which, while it gives a 
greater liberty of doing what is right, gives a 
greater latitude withal of doing wrong -, and the 
power was never in worfe hands, or more cor- 
ruptly adminiftred than by Verres : for there was 
not a man in Italy^ fays Cicero, who had a law-fuit 
at Rame^ but knew^ that the rights and properties 
of the Roman people were determined by the will and 
^afure of his whore [/>]. 

There was a very extraordinary Commiflion 
granted this year to M. Antonius, the father of the 
Triumvir 5 the infpeSlion and command of all the 
coafis of the Mediterranean : a boundlefs power ^ as 
Gicero calls it [j], which gave him an opportunity 
of plundering the Provinces, and committing all 
kinds of outrage on the Allies. He invaded Crete 
wit'hout any declaration of war, on purpofe to en- 
flave it, and with fuch an affurance of vidlory, that 
be carried more fetters with him than arms [r]. But 
he met with the fate that he deferved : for the 

quam meta jura quaedam tri- venerit, quin fciret jura om- 

bunis pleb. reilituit j & quan- nia Praetoris urbani nucu ac- 

quam L. Sicinius primus de que arhiirio Chelidonis me- 

poteftate tribunicia loqui au- retriculx gubernari. In Verr. 

fu), muffitantibas vobis cir- 5-13 

cumventus crat. — Lucullus [^] M. Antonii infinitum 

fuperiore annoquantis anlmis illud imperium. lb. 2. 3. 
ierit in L. Qumftium, vidi- [r] Primus invafit infulam 

ftis. — Vid. Salluft. Hift Frag- M. Antoniaa, cum ingenti 

ment, J. 3. Orat. Macri Li- quidem vidoriae fpe atque fi- 

cinii. Plut. in LucuU. ducia, adeo ut plurcs catena? 

[/>] Ut nemo cam ruftica- in navibas, quam arma por- 

nus homo, Romam ex ullo taret. Flor. 3. 7. 
muDicipio vadimonii caufa 

F 4 Cretans 
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Cretans totally routed him in a naval engagement, 
and returned triumphant into their ports, with ilbe 
bodies of their enemies hanging joo their m^. 
Antonius died foon after this difgrace, infjuoous 
in his ch^ta&try nor in My rejpe£f a iftUermaHj (xfA 
Afconius, than bis Jon [s\. But Metellus ma^ 
the Cretans pay dear for their triumph, hy tli^ 
intire conqueft of their country : in which W0r^ iis 
Florus fays, // the truth tnuft bd toli^ the Rmam 
were the aggrejfors ; and though tbcf charged the Qrt* 
tans with favoring MitbriJ^es^ yet their real jm- 
tive was^ the dejire of conquering fo noble 4i» 
J[/Iand[tl 

MiTHRiDATES alfo had - now renewed thp 
war againftRome; encouraged to it by thedi- 
verfion which Sertorius was giving at the fame 
time in Spain to their bed troops and ableil Gene- 
rals, Metellus and Pompey: fo that Lucullus, 
who on the expiration of his Confulfhip had the 
Province of Afia allotted to him, obtained wick 
it of courfe the command of this war. But while 
their arms were thus employed in the different 
extremities of the Empire, an ugly difturbance 
broke out at home, which, though contemptible 
enough in it's origin, began in a fhort time to 
fpreaa terror and conlternation through all Italy. 
Jt took it's rife from a few Gladiators^ fcarce above 
thirty at tbf Jlrji^ ^to hrcke cut of their fcbool at 
Cjfi/j, and having fcized a quantity of arms, and 
drawn a number of flaves after rhem, poftcd 
thcmrdvcs on hIcurJ refuvins : here they were 

PI Antonium^ com muUa Id \>rr. 3.91. 

rvM);u iQCK^tcin Ulotcin, f.-] Creuccm bdlom, fi 

Ii^uUa (oot;"^ tttiSutcA pro- vera re! ^ai us coscerc, nosfe- 

VincUrum ^^ f4vc^ct ^^-^ ccgi* ciniiis lb!* Tioceadi nobilem 

•A»c<» in ttitsiiis c*a$ irjorxis bfalaia cspiditate. Flor. ib. 
A v^i^i Jititibuf mcr$ 0]>rrt£u 

pitfrntly 
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poefeotly. furrounded iy the Prator ChMns Glaber^ 
.wi4i a good body of r^lar troops; but fotcing 
iheir way through them withfword in hand, they 
aJQfaultifyl and took his camp, and made themfelves 
mailers of all Campania. From this fuccefs their 
numbers prefently increafed to the fize of a juft 
aurmy. of forty thoufand fightingmen : with which 
tbey made head againft the Roman legions, and 
fuflbained a vigorous war for three years in the very 
bowels of Italy ; where they defeated feveral Qova^ 
m^diitrscfConfularandPrietorianra^\ and, puffed 
up with their vidtories, began to talk of attacking 
hme. But M. CraiTus ths Praetor ^ to whom the 
war was committed, having gathered about him 
all the forces which were near home, chaftifed 
their infolence, and drove them before him to the 
ememity of Rhegium j where, for want of veC 
fels to oiake their efcape, the greateft part was de- 
ftroyed, and among them their General Spartacus^ 
fighting bravely to the laft at the head of his def- 
pcralie troops [u]. This was called the fervile 
mTj for which Craflus had the honor of an Ovation^ 
it bei^g thought beneath the dignity of the RepubUc to 
^ani a fuU Triwnph for the conqueji of Jlaves : but 
to bring it as near as pofTible to a Triumph, 
Craflus procured a fpecial decree of the Senate to 
authorize him to wear the laurel Crown^ which was 
the proper ornament of the Triumph, as myrtle 
was of the O;uation [x^. 

The Sertorian war happened to be fini(hed alfo 
fortunately near the fame time. The author of it, 
Sertorius, was bred under C. Marius, with whom 
he had ferved in all his wars, with a fingular re« 
futation, notonely of martial virtue, but of jufticc 

[u] Vid. Flor. 3. 20. nidolofiffimo bello, coronam 

[x] Plat, in Crzff, — CraiTe, illam lauream tibi tantopere 

^Quieft, ^aod coofedo for* decern! voluem?InPi{on. 24, 

and 
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and clemency ; for though he was firm to the Ma^ 
rian party, he always difliked and oppofed thdi 
cruelty, and advifed a more temperate ufeof then 
power. After the death of Cinna, he fell into 
Sylla's hands, along with the Conful Scipio^ whfti 
the army abandoned them: Sylla difmiilbd him 
with life, on the account perhaps of his known 
moderation : yet taking him to be an utter enetny 
to his caufe, he foon after profcribed and drovt 
him to the neceffity of feeking his fafety in foreign 
countries. After feveral attempts on Afric and 
the coafts of the Mediterranean, he found aletde- 
ment in Spain, whither all who fled from Sylla^s 
cruelty reforted to him, of whom he formed a 
Senate, which gave laws to the whole Province. 
Here, by his great credit and addrefs, he railed 
a force fufHcient to fuftain a war of eight years 
againft the whole power of the Republic j and tt 
make it a queftion, whether Rome or Spain Jb&idA 
fojjefs the empire of the world. Q^ Metellus, an 
old experienced Commander, was fent againfl: him 
fingly at firft; but was fo often bafHed and cir- 
cumvented by his fuperior vigor and dexterity, 
that the people of Rome were forced to fend their 
favorite Pompey to his affiftance, with the bcft 
troops of the Empire. Sertorius maintained his 
ground againft them both ; and after many en* 
gagements, in which he generally came off eqml^ 
cften fuperior^ was bafelely murthercd at a private 
feaft by the treachery of Perperna ; who, being 
the next to him in command, was envious of his 
glory, and wanted to uliirp his power. Perperna 
was of noble birth, and had been Prator of Rom^ 
where he took up arms with the Conful LepidtW 
to reverfe the afts of Sylla, and recall the pro- 
fcribed Marians, and after their defeat carried off 
the beft part of their troops to the fupport of Ser.- 

tprius 
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tonus [j] : but inftead of gaining what he ex- 
pcfted from Scrtorius's death, he ruined the caufc, 
of which he had made himfelf the chief, and put 
an end to a war that was wholly fupported by the 
reputation of the General : for the revolted Pro- 
vinces prefently fubmitted ; and the army having 
no confidence in their new leader, was eafily 
broken and difperfed, and Perperna himfelf taken 
prifoner. 

PoMP£Y is celebrated on this occafion for an 
aft of great prudence and generofity : for when 
Perperna, in hopes of faving his life, offered to 
make ibme important difcoveries, and to put into 
bis hands all Sertorius's papers, in which were 
jiveral letters from the principal Senators of Rome^ 
freffhig him to bring bis army into Italy for the fake 
ff overturning the prefent Government^ he ordered 
the pa^s to be burnt without reading them, and 
Perperna to be killed without feeing him [2]. He 
knew, that the belt way of healing the difcontents 
of the City, where faftion was perpetually at work 
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[ji] Sylla Sc Confulem, ut 
prcdiximus^ exarroatumque 
Sertmum, proh quanti mox 
belli facexn ! & multos alios 
dimifit incolames. Veil. Pat. 
2. 25. 29. 

Jam yffric^e, Jam Balearic 
ks In/uiis for can am expertus, 
luflafqae in oceanum — tan- 
dem Hifpanium armavit— • 
Satis tanto hofii uno Impera- 
torc refiflere res Romana non 
potoit: additus Metello Cd. 
Pompeius. Hi copias viri 
di^, $c ancjpici Temper acie 
tttiivcre: nee tamen prius 
belle, quam fuorum fcelere, 
&inridiis, extindlus eft. Flor. 
3.22. 



Ilia in tantom Sertorium ar- 
mis extulit, ut per quinqaen* 
nium dijadicari non potuerit, 
Hifpanis, Romanifve in armis 
plus efTet roboris, & uter po. 
pulus alteri pariturus foret. 
Veil. Pat. 2. 90. 

A M. Perfema k aliis con- 
juratis convivio interfe^us 
eft, o^vo ducatos Aii anno; 
magnus dux, k adverfos duos 
Imperatorcs, Pomptium Sc Me- 
tellum, faspe par, frequent! us 
viftor. Epit. Liv. 96. Vid. 
etiam Plutarch, in Sertorio & 
Pomp. Appian. p. 418. 

[z] Plutarch, in Pomp. 
Appian. 423. 

to 
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to difturb the public quiet, was, to eafe people of 
thofe fears which a confcioufnefs of gurlt would 
fuggeft, rather than pufli them to the neceifity <tf 
feeking their fecurity from a change of afiairs^ an3 
the overthrow of the State [a]. As he returned 
into Italy at the head of his victorious artnyy be 
happened to fall in luckily with the remains of 
thole fugitives, who, after the deftrufUon of Spar- ^ 
tacus, had efcaped from CralTus, and were making ^ 
their way in a body towards the Alps, whom a 
intercepted and intirely cut off to the number of 
five thoufand ; and in a letter upon it to the S^ 
nate, faid, that Crqffus indeed bad defeated tie 
Gladiators^ but that be bad plucked up the war Ig 
tbe r<tots \h\. Cicero likewife, from a particular 
diflike to Craffus, afFc6lcd in liis public fpeechd 
to give Pompey the honor of Hnifhing this war, 
declaring, tbat tbe very fame of bis coming bad ho- 
ken tbe force of ity and bis prefence extingmfied 
it [cl 

For this viftory in Spain Pompey obt^ed a 
fecond Triumph^ while he was ftill onely a private 
Citizen, and of the Equejirian rank: but the next 
day he took poffeflion of the Confulftiip, to which 
he had been elefted in his abfence ; and as if he 
had been born to command, made his firil: entry 
into the Senate in the proper poll to prefide in it. 
He was not yet full thirty fi:c years oldj but the 
Senate, by a decree, difpenfed witb tbe incapadtj 
ef bis age and abfence \ and qualified bim to bold tbe 

[a] In tanto civium nu- [r} Quod bellom ezpeda- 

snero, magna multitudo eft tione Pompeii attennatum at- 

eorum, qui propter metum que imminucum eftj adveotn 

poenae peccatorum fuorum fublamm & fepjiltum. Pro^ 

confcii, novos motus conver- leg Manil. xi. it. — Qpi etiam 

iionefque Rep. quxnint. Pro fervitia virtute vidoriaqoe 

Sext. 46. domuiiTtit. Pro Se£t. xi. 

[h] Plut. ibid. 

bigbeft 
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l^i(^ Magifiracy^ before he was capable by law of 
fretendaig even to the lowefti and by his authority 
M. Craflus was ele£l;ed alfo for his Collegue [d]. 

Crassus's father and elder brother loft their 
lives in the maflacres of Marius and Cinna ; buc 
it himlelf efcaped into Spain, and lay there con- 
cealed till Sylla's return to Italy, whither he pre- 
fcndy rcforted to him, in hopes to revenge the 
ruin of his fortunes and family on the oppofitc 
&Aion« As he was attached to Sylla^s caufe both 
faf intereft and inclination, fo he was much con- 
fidered in it ; and being extremely greedy and ra- 
pacious, made ufeof all his credit to enrich himfelf 
by the plunder of the enemy, and the purehafe of 
mfifcated eftales, which Cicero calls his barveft. 
By thefe methods he railed an immenfe wealth,, 
computed at many millions, gathered from the 
fpoils and calamities of his country. He ufcd to ■ 
iay^ that no man could be reckoned rich, who was not 
able to maintain an army out of his own rents [tf] ; 
aodlif the accounts of Antiquity be true, the num- 
ber of his flaves was fcarce inferior to that of a full 
army ; which, inilead of being a burthen, mad^ 
one part, of his revenue ; being all trained to fome 
ufeful art or profeflion, which enabled them not 
oncly to fupport themfelves, but to bring a (hare 
of proEc to their matter. Among the other trades 

\J\ Ponapeias hoc qaoque tarn incredibiley qaam nC 

triamphoj adhuc Eqnes Ko- iteram Eques^Romanus S. C, 

minus, ante diem qaam Con- triumpbaret ? Pro leg. Man. 

folatum iniret, curra urbem 21. Vid Plutarch, in Pomp. ' 

iivedaf eft. Veil. Pat. 2. {e'\ lUam Syllani temporis 

30. mcffem— Parad. 6. 2. 

Qiid tam fingulare, quam Multi ex te audierunt, cum , 

Dt ex S. C. legibus foluta8> diceres neminem t^i^ divi- 

Confarante iieret, quam ul- tern, nifi qui exercitam alere 

lorn aliam Magillratum per poflfct fuis fru^libus. lb. i • 
Iq^es cap^re licttilTet? Qgid 

2 in 
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10 his family, he is faid'to have had above fiuehm* 
dred mafons andarcbiteSs confiantly employed in buiU- 
if^ or repairing the boufes of the City [/]. He had 
contraAed an early envy to Pompey, for his fu- 
perior credit both with Sylla and the people; 
which was ftill aggravated by Pompey's late at- 
tempt to rob him ot the honor of ending the fervik 
war ; but finding himfelf wholly unequal to his 
Rival in military fame, he applied himfelf to the 
arts of peace and eloquence ; in which he obtain- 
ed the character of a good fpeaker, and by his 
eafy and familiar addrefs, and a readineis to aflift 
all, who wanted either his protection or his money, 
acquired a great authority in all the public afiairs; 
fo that Pompey was glad to embrace and oblige 
him, by taking him for his partner in the Con- 
fullhip. 

Five years were now almoit elapfed, fince 
CiccroV eleSiion to the §^aflorfhip : which was the 
proper interval prefcribed by lawj before he could 
hold the next office of Tribun or ^dile ; and it 
was neceflary to pafs through one of thefe in his 
way to the fuperior dignities : he chofe therefore 
to drop the ^ribumte^ as being ftript of it's ancient 
power by the late ordinance of Sylla, and began 
to make intereft for the JEdikJhip^ while Horten- 
lius at the fame time was fuing for the Confuljhip. 
He had employed all this interval in a clofe at- 
tendance on the Forum, and a perpetual courie of 
pleading [^], which greatly advanced his intereft 
in the City ; efpecially when it was obferved, that 
beJlriSlly complied with the law^ by refujing not onehf 
to take fees y but to accept even a'ijy prefentSy in which 
the generality of patrons were lefs fcrupulous [b\. 

[/] Plutarch, in CraiT. pibus patronis qulnquenniani 

[g] Cum igitur eflem in fere verfatus. Brut. p. 440. 
plarimis caufis, k in princi- [h] Plutarch. Ciccr. 

Yet 
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Yet all his Orations within this period are loft ; of 
which number were thofe for M. Tullius and L. 
Varenus, mentioned by Quintilian and Prifcian, 
as extant in their time. 

Some writers tell us, that be improved and per- 
feSed bis aSion by the inftruSions of Ro/cius and 
Mfopus ; the two moft accompUfied ASlors in that^ 
vr perhaps in any other age^ the one in Comedy^ the 
dtber in Tragedy [/]. He had a great efteem in- 
deed for them both, and admired the uncommon 
perfe&ion of their art : but though he coride- 
fcended to treat them as friends, he would have 
difdained to uie them as mafters. He had formed 
Umfelf upon a nobler plan, drawn his rules of 
adion from nature and philofophy, and his prac- 
tice from the moft perfedt fpeakers then living in 
the world 5 and declares the Theater to be an im- 
proper fchool for the inftitution of an Orator, as 
teaching geftures too minute and unmanly^ and la- 
boring more about the exprejfton of words, than of 
things [k"} : nay, he laughs ibmetimes at Horten- 
lius for an aftion too foppijh and theatrical [/], who 
ufed to be rallied on diat very account by the 
ether pleaders with the title of the Player \ fo 
that, in the caufe of P. Sylla, Torquatus, a free 
fpcaker on the other fide, called him by way of 
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[1] Ibid. 

[ij Quis neget opus effe 
Oratori in hoc oratorio motu, 
fitcaqqe Roicii gellum f — 
tamen' nemo fuaferic (ludiofis 
dicendi adolefcentibus in 
gefta difcendo hidrionum 
9ore elaborare. De Orat. 
\. J9. Vid. Tufc. Difp. 
4. 25. 

Omnes aatem hos motus 
fabfeqai debet geftus; non 



hiCy verba exprimens^ fceni- 
cus, fed nniverfam rem & 
fententiam : non demonftra- 
tione> fed fignificatione de« 
darans, laterum infledione 
hac forti ac virili, non ab 
fcena & hilbionibus. lb. 

3-59- 

[/] Putamus — Patronnm 

tuum cerviculam jadatarum. 

In Vcrr. I. 3. 19. 

ridicule, 
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ridicule, Dionyfia, an adtrefs of thofe dme!}, ia 
great requeft for her dancing [m]. Yet Hortea* 
Hus himfelf was fo far from borrowing his manner 
from the Stage, that the Stage borrowed flom 
him ; and the two celebrated A£ix>rs juft men- 
tioned, Rofcius and ^fopus, are faid to have at-^ 
tended all the trials in which he pleaded, in order 
to perfeft the adion of the Theater by that of ther 
Forum : which feems indeed to be the mors na- 
tural method of the two, that they who ad iff 
feigned life (hould take their pattern ivom the tryei- 
not thofe, who reprefent the true^ copy from thif 
which is feigned [»]. We are told however bf 
others, what doth not feem wholly improbaMb^ 
that Cicero ufed to divert himfelf fometimes with' 
Rofcius, and make it an exercife, or trial of Ikill 
between them, which could exprefs the fame pajfiat 
the moft varioujfy^ the one ff words ^ the other if 
gejlures [^]. 

As he had now devoted himfelf to a life of bu- 
iinefs and ambition, fo he omitted nonic of this' 
ufual arts of recommending himfelf to popular 
favor, and faciliuting his advancement to the fu- 
perior honors. He thought it abfurd, that whett 
every little Artificer knew the name and ufe of aUhis 
tools y a Statefman fhould negleSl the knowledge ofmen^ 

[m\ L. Torquatus, fuba- dubio in omiii re vincit imi- 

grefli homo ingenio Si infe- tacionem veritai. De Orau 

Itivo — non jam hiilrionem 3. 56. 
illam diceret, fed gefticula- [0] Satis conftat, cotited^ 

riam, Dionyfiamque earn no- dere eum cum ipfo hiftrione 

tiffimae faltatriculae nomine folitum, utrum ille faepias 

appc'llaret. Aul. Cell. i. 5. eandem f^ntentiam variisge* 

[n] Genus hoc cotum Ora* flibus efficeret, an ipfe pef 

tprety qui funt veritatis ipfius eJoquentise copiam fennontf 

aftores, reliquerunC; imita- diverfo pronunciarec* Maw 

tores autcm veritatis, hiftri- crob. Saturn. 2, x. 
Ones, occupaveruBC.-— At fine 

who 
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wbb kvire the proper injiruments^ with which he was 
to work: he made it his bufinefs therefore to learn 
the name ^ the place y and the condition of every emi- 
mt Citizen i what ejiate^ what friends ^ tthat 
imgbbours he had \ and could readily point out their 
feveral houfes^ as he travelled through Italy [^]. 
This knowledge, which is ufefull in all popular 
Governments, was peculiarly neceffary at Rome ; 
where the people having much to give^ c)ipedled 
to be much courted ; and where their high fpirits 
and privileges placed them as much ^bdVe tht rank 
rf all other Citizens, as the grandor of the Re- 
public exceded that of all other States ; fo that 
every man, who afpired to any public dignity, 
kept afiofoe or two in his family, whofe fole bufi- 
Dcft it was to learn the names and kmKv the perfons 
«/ eoery Citizen atjight^ fo as to be able to whifper 
them to bis Mafter^ as he paffed through theflreets^ 
that he might be ready tofalute them all familiarfyi 
and fbake bands with them^ as his particular ac^ 
juintance [^]. 

Plutarch fays, that the ufe of thefe Nomen^ 
clators was contrary to the laws ; and that Cato fot^ 
that reafony infuingfor the public offices ^ would not 
e^loy any of them^ but took all that trouble upon 
\mfelf\r\ But that notion is fully confuted by 
Cicero, who, in his Oration for Murena, rallies 
the abfurd rigor of Cato^s ftoical principles, and 
their inconfiftenc^ with common life, from the 
very circumftance of his having a Nomenciator-^ 
** What do you mean, fays he, by keeping a 

M Plutarch, in Cic. pondera dextratn 

[f] Vid. depeticione Cod- Porrigere. Hie moltam in 

falat. xi. Fabia valet, ille Velina : 

Mercemar fervum^ ^ai didet Cailibet hie fafces dabic, i^c. 

nomina : lacvum Hof. Bpiflf. i . 6^ 

Qoi fodiac latas, & cogat trans [r] Plutarch, in Cato^ 

Vol, 1. G *• Nomen- 
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*« Noi^enclatcr? The thing itfclf is a mere cheat: 
*« for if it be your duty to call the Citizens by 
*' t:.;"lr names, ic is a Ihamc fur your flave to know 

"' L-.cni brttcr than )ourrelf. Why do you 

'* liOi :[)eak to them before he has whifpered you? 
'^ Or, after he has whifpered, why do you falute 
" them, as if you knew them yourfelf ? Or, when 
" you have gained your eleftion, why do you 
*' grow carelcfs about faliiting them at all ? All 
" this, if examined by the rules of focial life, is 
" right ; but if by the precepts of your Philo- 
*' fophy, very wicked [j]." As for Cicero. him- 
felf, whatever pains he is faid to have taken in this 
way, It appears from feveral paffages in his letters, 
that he conftantly had a Nomenclator at bis elbow on 
all public occafions [/]. 

He was now in his thirty-fevenih year, the propel 
age for holding the ^dilejhip^ which was the fifft 
public preferment that was properly called a Ma^ 
gijiracy \ the ^aflorflnp being an office onely or 
place of truft, without any jurifdiftion in the City, 
as xhtjEdiles had [«]. Thefe yEi/7i?5, as well as 
all the inferior officers, were chofen by the people 
voting in their Arties \ a manner of electing of all 
the moft free and popular : in which Cicero was 
declared Mdile^ as he was before elefted ^uaftor 
by the unanimous fuffrage of all the tribes , and pre- 
ferably to all his competitors [w\. 

[j] Pro Murena, 36. the JBdi^iliip was the firft 

[.*] Ut nemo nullius ordi- which was called a Magifiracyi 

nis homo nomenclatori notus yet Cicero hirufelf, and all 

fuerit, qui mihi obviam non the old writers, give the fame 

venerir. Ad Act. 4. i. title alio to the inhunate and 

[.v]This will explane what l^i^fiorjbip, 
Cicero fays above of Fotrfefs f it;] Me cum Quaeflorera 

entering upon the ConJuljLip^ at in pr imis, ^dilem priorem— 

an age kvhcn he <ivas ituapahle cundis fuftVagiis populus Ro- 

c'ven of the loikefi Magiftracy. manus facicbat, in Pifon. I. 
But though flri(fily fpeaking, 

There 
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There were originally but two Aidiles chofen 
from the body of the people on pretence of eafing 
the Tribuns of a ifhare of their trouble : whole 
chief duty, from which the name itfelf was de- 
rived, was to take care of the Edifices of the City \ 
0id to infpeSi the markets^ .weights^ and meafures ; 
dud regulate the fhews and games ^ which were pub- 
Bcfy exhibited on thefejlivals of their Gods [w\ The 
Senate afterwards, taking an opportunity when 
the people were in good humor, prevailed to have 
two more created from their order and of fuperior 
rank, called Curule ^diles^ from the arm- chair of 
Ivory^ in which they fat [x'] : But the Tribuns pre- 
fently repented of their conceffion, and forced the 
Senate to confent, that thefe new jEdiles fhould he 
thofen indifferently from the Patrician ct Pkbciari 
families [jy]. But whatever difference there might 
beat firft between the Curule and Plebeian yEdiksi 
their province and authority feem in later times to 
be the fame, without any diftinftion but what was 
ftominal -, and the two who were chofen the firft» 
were probably called the Curule ^diles^ as we find 
Cicero to be now ftiled. This magiftracy gave a 
precedence in the Senate^ or a priority of voting and 
Jpeeking^ next after the Confuls and Prators\ and 
Wai the firft that qualified a man to hzvt a pi£lure 
orftatue of himfelf, and confequently ennobled his 
family [z] ; for it was from the number of thefe fla- 
kes of anceflorsy who had born Curule Offices ^ that 

[«:i;] Dionyf. Hal. 1. 6. Et totum Numidae (culptile 

411. dentis opus. 

[x] ' ■ dabit, cripietque Ovid, de Pont 4. 9. 

curule \j] Liv. 1. 6. ad fin, 

Ctii volct importonus ebur — [z] Anti<jaiorem inTenatu 

Hor. Ep. I. 6. fententiaedtcendae locum — ^ju5 
imaginis ad memori.im ; po- 

digna quoqtxs in fella noiTcm lieritatenique proJecdam. In 

formata caruli, Verr. 5.14. 

G 2 the 
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thffumues of Rome were efteemed the more or kfs 

mbU. 

After Cicero's cicftion to tht jEMUfiip^ but 
before his entrance into the office, he undertook 
the famed profccution of C. Verres, the late Ptd- 
tor of Sicily \ charged with many flagrant a£bof 
injuftice, rapine, and cruelty, during his triennial 
government of that Ifland. And fmcc this was \ 
one of the memorable tranfaclions of his life, and ■ 
for which he is greatly celebrated by Antiquity, 
it will be neceffary to give a diftinft and pardcular 
relation of it. 

The public adminiftration was at this time, ia 
every branch of it, mod infamoufly corrupt : the 
great, exhaufted by their luxury and vices, madp 
no other ufe of their governments, than to enrich 
themfelves by the fpoils of the foreign Provinces : 
their bufinefs was to extort money abroad, that 
they might purchafe offices at home, and to 
plunder the allies, in order to corrupt the Citizens. 
Theoppreflcd in the mean while found it in vain 
to fcek relief at Rome, where there was none who 
cared either to impeach or to condemn a noble 
criminal ; the decifion of all trials being in the 
hands of men of the fame condition, who were 
ufually involved in the fame crimes, and openly 
proftituted their judgement on theie occaGons for 
favor or a bribe. I'his had railed a general dif- 
content through the Empire, with a particular 
diiguft to that change made by Sylla, of transfer- 
ring the right cf judicature from the Equeflrian to the 
Senatorian ordrr^ which tiie people were now im- 
patient to get reverfcd : the profecution therefore 
of Verres was both fcvifonable and popular, as it 
was likely to give feme check to the oppreffions of 
tlie nobility, as well as comfort and relief to the 
diltrefltd lubjefLS. 

All 
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All the cities of Sicily concurred in the im- 
peachment, excepting Syracufe and Meflana; for 
ihefe two being the moft confiderable of the Pro- 
vince, Verres had taken care to keep up a fair cor- 
refpondencc with them. Syracufe was the place 
of his refidence, and Meflana the repofitory of his 
plunder whence he exported it all to Italy : and 
though he would treat even thefe on certain occa- 
fions very arbitrarily, yet in fome flagrant inftances 
of his rapine, that he might eafe himfelf of a part 
of the envy, he ufcd to oblige them with a fhare 
of the fpoil [a] : fo that partly by fear, and partly 
by favor, he held them generally at his devotion 5 
and at the expiration of his government procured 
ample teftimonials from them both in praife of his 
adminiftration. All the other Towns were zea- 
lous and adlive in the profecution, and by a com- 
mon petition to Cicero implored him to undertake 
the management of it; to which he confented, 
out of regard to the relation which he had born 
to them as ^^ejlor^ and his promife made at part- 
ing, of his protedion in-all their affairs. Verres, 
on the other hand, was fupported by the niofj 
powerfull families of Rome, the Scipio's and the 
Metelli, and defended by Hortenfius, who was 
the reigning Orator at the Bar, and ufually ftiled 
the King of the Forum [b] ; yet the difficulty of the 
caufe, inftead of difcouraging, did but animate 
Cicero the more, by the greater glory of the 
viftory. 

[a] Ergo, inquict aliquis, prredarum ac furtorum recep- 

ionvfit populo Syradui'ano trix, &c. In Verr. 3. 8. 

ifiam hereditacem, &c. In it. 11. 

Vcr. 2. 18. [^] Inforoob cloquentiam 

MeiTana tuorum adjutrix Rege caufarum. Afcon. Ar- 

lc?lerani, Ubidiaum tedis, gu^i. ia Divinac. 

G 3 Ht 
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He had no fooner agreed to undertake it, than 
an unexpefted riva) darted up, one Q. Csecilius, 
a Sicilian by birtii, who had been ^afior to Vcr- 
res ; ai^d by a pretence* of perfonal injuries received 
from him, and a pariicuiar knowledge of iis 
crimes, claimed a preference to Cicero in the tafk 
of accufing him, or at lead to bear a joint (hare ia 
it. But this pretended enemy was in reality afe- 
cret friend, employed by Verres himfelf to get 
the caufe into his hands in order to betray it : his 
pretenfions however were to be previoufly decided 
by a kind of procefs called Divination^ on account 
of it's being wholly conjtftural ; in which the 
judges, without the help of witheffes, were t9 
divine, as it were, what was fit to be done : but 
in the firft hearing Cicero eafily (hook off this 
weak Antagonift, rallying his clVarafter and pre- 
tenfions with a great deal of wit and humor, arid 
Ihewing, " that the proper patron qF fuch a caufe 
'' could not be one who offered hin)relf forwardly> 
^' but who was drawn to it unwillingly from the 
*' mere fenfe of his duty ; one whom the profe- 
** cutors dcfired, and the criminal dreaded ; one 
** qualified by his innocence, as well as experience, 
** to fulbiin it with credit ; and whom the cuftoin 
•^ of their anceftors pointed out and preferred tcf 
f ' ir." In this fpeech, after opening the reafona 
vvhy, contrary to his former pradice, and therule 
which he had laid down to himfelf, of dedicating ' 
pis labcrs to the defe?tce cf the dijirejfed^ be now ap- 
peared as an Accujer^ he adds ; V the^ Provinces 
*' are utterly undone ; the ailies and tributaries fP 
" miferably opprefl^d, that they have loft cvcO 
*^ the hopes of redrefs, and feek onely fome com- 
*• Ibrt in their ruin : thofe, who would have th? 
*' trials remain in the hands of the Senate, coip'* 
V plain, that there arc no men of reputation tP 

" undertaK? 
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" undertake impeachments, no feverity in the 
" Judges : the people of Rome in the mean 
" while, though laboring under many other grie- 
" vances, yet defire nothing fo ardently, as the 
" ancient difcipline and gravity of trials. For the 
" want of trials, the Tribunician power is called 
" for again ; for the abufe of trials, a new order 
" of Judges is demanded ; for the fcandalous be- 
" haviour of Judges, the authority of the Cen 
" forSy hated before as too rigid, is now delired 
" and grown popular. In this licenfe of profii- 
" gate criminals, in the dayly complaints of the 
M Roman people, the infamy of trials, the dif- 
*^ grace of the whole Senatorian order, as I 
" thought it the onely remedy to thefe mifchiefs, 
" for nien of abilities and integrity to undertake 
" the caufe of the Republic and the laws, fo I 
" was induced the more readily, out of regard to 
" our common fafety, to come to the relief of that 
" part of the adminiftration, which feemed the 
" moft to ftand in need of it [<:]/' 

This previous point being jettled in favor of 
Cicero, a hundred and ten days were granted to 
him by law for preparing the evidence ; in which 
he was obliged to make a voyage to Sicily, in order 
to examine witnefles, and collect fads to fupport 
the indictment. He was aware, that all Verres*s 
art would be employed to gain time, in hopes to 
tire out the Profecutors, and allay the heat of the 
public refentment : fo that for the greater difpatch 
he took along with him his coufin, L. Cicero, to 
eafe him of apart of the trouble, and finifhed his 
progrefs through the ifland in lefs than half the 
time which was allowed to him [d\. 

[r] Divinat. 3. quinquaginta diebus fie cbii. 

y] Ego Sicilian! totam In Veir. Ail. i. 2. 

G 4 U 
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In all the journeys of this kind, the Profccu- 
tor*s charges ufed to be publicly defrayed by the 
Province, or the Cities concerned in the impeachr 
ment : but Cicero, to (hew his contempt of money, 
and difmtereftedncfs in the caufe, refolved to put 
the TJlandto no charge on his account •, and in all the 
places to which he came, took up his quarters with 
his particular friends and acquaintance in a privati 
manner^ and at his own expence [e]. 

The Sicilians received him every where with 
all the honors due to his uncommon gencrofity, 
and the pains which he was taking in their fer- 
vice : but at Syracufe he met with fome litte af- 
fronts from the influence of the Praetor Metellus, 
who employed all his power to obftruft his enqui- 
ries, and difcourage the people from giving him 
information. He was invited however by the Ma- 
giftrates with great refped into their Senate^ where 
ifter he had expoftulated with them a little /tt the 
gilt Statue of Verres^ which flood there before Ins 
face^ and the tejlimonial which they hadfent to Rome 
in hisfaivor ; they excufed themfelvcs to him in 
their ipeeches, and alledged, that what they had 
heen induced to do on that occajion was the effeSt of 
force and fear J obtained by the intrigues of a few^ 
againft the general inclination \ and to convince him 
of their fincerity, dilivered into his hands the au- 
thentic accounts of many robberies and injuries which 
their own City had fuffered from Verres in common 
with the reft of the Province. As foon as Cicero 
letircd, they declared his coufin Lucjp^ the public 

[«] In Sicilam fum inqoi- filium petiviiTent. Nemini 

rendi cauiTa profe^lus, quo in meus adventus labor! aut 

negotio — ad hofpites mcos, fumptui, nequepubJicc ncqoc 

ac peceflarios, cauflae com- privatira fuic. In Vcfr. 



iBunis defenfor diverti potius, i. i. 6, 
guam ad eosj qui a me cox)- 



g^ffi 
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'fi and friend of the Cityj for having fgmfied tbe 
te good will towards them^ which Cicero himfelf 
i always done ; and, by a fecond decree, re- 
ked tbe public praifes which they bad before given 
Verres. Here CiceroV old Antagoniji, Gecilius^ 
)ealed againft them to tbe Pr^tor\ which pro- 
iccd the populace to fuch a degree, that Cicero 
j|d hardly reftrain them from doing him vio- 
ce I the Prator difmiffed tbe Senate^ and declared 
T aSl to be irregular^ and would not fuffer a copy 
it to be given to Cicero ; whom he reproached at 
fame time/<7r betraying tbe dignity of R/nne^ by 
mitting not onely to fpeak in a foreign Senate^ but 
I foreign language^ and to talk Greek among Gre- 
tf [/]. But Cicero anfwered him with fuch 
it and refolution, urging tbe fanSion of tbe lawsy 
^ tbe penalty of contemning tbem^ that the Pr<^/^ 
I forced at laft to let him carry aWay all the 
ichers and records which he required [g]. 
Jut the City of Meffana continued obftinate 
he laft, and firm to it's engagements with Ver- 
: fo that when Cicero came thither, he rc- 
^ed no compliments from the Magiftrates, no 
r of refrefhments or quarters ; but was left to 



r 



] Ait indignom facinus Interpreter, not only in Rome, 

qaod ego in fenacu but in Greece and Aiia ; ia 

ca verba faci/Tem : quod order to inculcate a reverence 

em a pud Graevos Grsece for the Latin tongue through 

tus efTeui, id ferri nullo all nations. [Lib. z, 2.] But 

pofTe. In Verr. 4. 66. this piece of difcipline hgd 

62» 63, 64. long been laid ailde; and the 

aleriusMaximus fays, that Greek language had obtained 

loman Magiflratcs were fuch a vogue in Rome itfelf» 

:nt!y fo jealous of the that all the great and noble 

)r of the Republic, that were obliged not onely to 

never gave an anfwcr to learn, but ambitious every 

igners but in Latin : and where to fpeak it. 

;ed the Greeks themfelves [g] Vid. in Verr. 1. 4. 62, 

cakto ihem always by an 63, 64, 65. 

ftlift 
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Ihifc for himfclf, and to be taken care of by pritate 
friends. An indignity^ he fays, which had never 
been ofiered before to a Senator of Rome ; whm 
there was not a King wr City Upon earthy that vm 
net proud to invite and accommodate with a lodgja^. 
But he mortified them for it feverely at the trial, 
and threatened to call them to an account be^fore 
the Senate, as for an affront to the whole order [b]. 
After be had finifhed his bufinefs in Sicily, having 
reafon to apprehend fome danger in returning 
home by land, not onely from the robbers, who 
infefted all thofe roads, but from the malice and 
contrivance of Verres, he chofe to come back by 
fea, and arrived at Rome, to the furprizc of bis 
adverfaries, much fooner than be was expelled [/'], 
and full charged with mod manifelt proofs of 
Verres's guilt. 

On his return he found, what he fufpeftcd, a 
ftrong cabal formed to prolong the affair by all the 
arts of delay which intereft or money could pro- 
cure [>&], with defign to throw it off at leaft to th^ 
next year, when Hortenfius and Metellus were tc 
be Confuls^ and Metcllus's brother a Prator^ h\ 
whofe united authority the profecution might eafil; 
be bafHed : and they had already carried the matte 
fo far, that there was not time enough left withii 
the current year to go through the caufe in the or 
dinary forms. This put Cicero upon a new pro 

[h] Ecqu3B civitas ell — Rex culo capitis. In Verr. I. i 

denique ecquis eil, qui Senaco- 40. Vid. Afcon. Argum. i: 

rem populi Romani tc6lo ac Divinac. 

domo non invitct ? &c. In [i] Rcperio, jadiccs, Bz 

Verr. 4. 1 1 . ab iflis confilia inica Sc confli 

[/] Non ego a Vibone Ve- tuta, ut quacunque opus effc 

liam parvulo naviglo inter ratione res ita ducerecur, 1 

fugitivorum prasdonum, ac apud M. Metellum Praetorer 

tua tela venifiem — omnis ilia caufa dicerctur. In Vcri 

mea feflinatio fuit cum peri- A^. i. 9. 
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jeft, of ihorcening the method of the proceeding [/], 
j'o as to bring it to an iffue at any rate before the 
prefent Prator M. Glabrio and his aflcflbrs, who 
were like to be equal Judges \m\ Inftead there- 
fore of fpcnding any time in fpeaking, or employ- 
ing his eloquence, as ufual, in enforcing and ag- 
gravating the feveral articles of the charge, he re- 
lolved to do nothing more than produce bis wil^ 
nepSy and offer them to be interrogated : where the 
novelty of the thing, and the notoriety of the 
guilr, which appeared at once from the very re- 
cital of the depofitions, fo confounded Hortenfius^ 
that be bad notbing to fay for his Client ; who^ dc- 
/pairing of ali defence^ fubmittedj without expelling 
tbefentence^ to a voluntary exile [«]• 

From this account it appears, that of the feven 
excellent orations^ which now remain on the fubjedk 
of this triaU the two firft onely were fpoken, the 
one called the Divination^ the other the firfl aSliony 
which is nothing more, than a general Preface to 
the whole caufe: the other five were publifhed af- 
terwards, as they were prepared and intended to 
be fpoken, if Verres had made a regular defence : 
for as this was the onely caufe in which Cicero had 
yet been engaged, or ever defigned to be engaged 
as an accufer^ fo he was willing to leave thefe ora- 
tions as a fpecimcn of his abilities in that way, and 

\J] Cicero fummo confilio teftibus ilatim. Ibid. — Sed 

videtur in Verrem vel contra- tantummodo citaret tellcs — 

here tempora dicendi malu- ^eosHorcenfio interrogandos 

iiTe^qaam in eum annum, quo daret: qua arte ita eil fati- 

erat 6 HortenliusConful fu- gatus Hortenfius, ut nihil, 

turns, iDcidere. Quinti!. 6. 5. contra quod diceret, inveni- 

[«] Mihi certum eft non l-ct : ipfe etiam Verres, de- 

commiiterc, ut in hac caufa fperato patrocinio, fua fponte 

Praetor nobis confiliumque difcederetin exilium. Argum. 

Diuietur. Adl. i. 18. Afconii in Adl, i. 



[n] Faciam hoc — at utar 



the 
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the pattern of a juft and diligent impeachment ef g 
great and corrupt magiftrate [o]. 

In the firft conteft with Csecilius he eftimatei 
the damages of the Sicilians at above eight hundred 
thoujand pounds [^]; but this was a computation 
at large, before he was diftindly informed of the 
fafts : for after he h.ad been in Sicily, and fcen 
what the proofs aftually amounted to, he charges 
them at fomewhat lefs than half that fumm [y] ; and 
though the law in thefe cafes gave double damages^ 
yet no more feems to have been allowed in this 
than the Jingle fumm \ which gave occaficn, as Plu- 
tarch intimates, to afufpicion of fome corruption^ or 
connivence in Cicero^ f(i^fiffering fo great an abate- 
ment of the fine : but if there was any abatement 
at all, it muil needs have been made by the con- 
fcnt of all parties, out of regard perhaps to Vcr- 
res's fubmiflion, and (hortening the trouble of 
the Profecutors : for it is certain, that fo far from 
leaving any imputation of that fort upon Cicero, 
It highly raifcd the reputation both of his abilities 
and integrity, as of one, whom neither money could 
bribe^ nor power terrify from profecuting a public op^ 
preffor\ and the Sicilians ever after retained the 
higheft fenfe of his fervices, and on all occafloni 
teftiBed the utmoft zeal for his perfon and in- 
terefts. 

From the conclufion of thefe orations we may 
obfcrve, that Cicero's vigor in this caufe bad 

[o] In caeteris orationibua [p\ Quo nomine abs tc, 

defenfor futurus, accufationis C. Vcrres, feftertiaxn millies 

officium his libris, qui Verri- ex lege repeto. Divin. ia 

narum nomine nuncupantur, Cascil. 5. 

compenfare decrevit: & — in [q] Decimus C. Verrem — 

una caufa vim hujus artis & quadringenties feflerti^m ex 

eloquentiae demonilrare. Af- Sicilia contra leges abi^aliiTe. 

con. Argum. in Lib. & in A^. i. i8. 



y^iT. 
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drawn upon him the envy and ill will of the No- 
bility : which was fo far however from moving 
him, that in open defiance of it he declares, 
! " that the Nobles were natural enemies to the 
" virtue and induftry of all new men ; and, as if 
r *' they were of another race and fpecies, could 
\ ** never be reconciled or induced to favor them^ 
[ " by any obfervance or good offices whatfoever : 
** that for his part therefore, like many others 
" before him, he would purfue his own courfe, 
*• and make his way to the favor of the people, 
** and the honors of the ftate, by his diligence 
" and faithfull fervices, without regarding the 
** quarrels to which he might expofe himfelf. — 
" That if in this trial the Judges did not anfwer 
" the good opinion which he had conceived of 
" them, he was refolved to profecute, not onely 
" thofc who were adluallv guilty of corruption, 
" but thofe too who were privy to it : and if any 
" fliould be fo audacious, as to attempt by power 
" or artifice to influence the Bench, and (kreen 
" the criminal, he would call him to anfwer for 
** it before the people, and fhew himfelf more vi- 
** gorous in purfuing him than he had been even 
" in profecuting Verres [r]. 

But before I difmifs the caufe of Verres, it 
will not be improper to add a fhort account of 
fome of his principal crimes, in order to give the 
reader a clearer notion of the ufual method of 
governing Provinces, and explane the grounds of 
thofe frequent impeachinents and public trials, 
which he will mt^ct with in the ftquel of this Hif- 
tory ; for though few of their Governors ever 

, [r] Proindc fiqui funt, qui cfl*e, ita fint parati, ut dif- 
in hoc ico auc potentes, auc ceptanre populo Romano mc- 
auviiccs, auc artifices ad cor- cum fibi rem videanc futa- 
'WiDcndum judicium veiint ram, &c. InVerr. 5.71. 

came 
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came up to the full meafure of Verres's iniquit7, 
yet the greateft part were guilty in fome degree 
of every kind of oppreflion, with which Vcrrcs 
himfelf was charged. This Cicero frequently in- 
timates in his pleading, and urges the neceffity of 
condemning him for the fake of the example^ and 
to prevent fuch practices from growing too general 
to be controuled [^]. 

The accufation was divided into four heads } 
I. Of corruption in judging caufes\ 2. Of extorHon • 
in colleSling the tifbes and revenues of the RepubUc % 
3. Of plundering the fuhjeSls of their ftatues and 
wrought plate^ which was his peculiar taft; 4. Of 
illegal and tyrannical punifhments. I fhall give a 
fpecimen or two of each from the great number 
that Cicero has collefted, which yet, as he tells 
us, was but a fmall excradt from an infinitely 
greater, of which Verres had been aftually 
guilty. 

There was not an eftate in Sicily, of any con- 
fiderable value, which had been difpofed of by 
will for twenty years pad, where Verres had not 
his emiflaries at work to find fome flaw in the title, 
or fome omiflion in executing the conditions of 
the Teflator, as a ground of extorting money from 
the Heir. Dio of Halefa, a man of eminent 
quality, was in quiet poflcflion of a great inheri- 
tance, left to him by the will of a relation, who 
had enjoined him to ereft certain Statues in the 
fquare of the City, on the penalty of forfeiting 
the eftate to the Erycinian Venus. ' The Statues 
were erefted according to the will •, yet Verres 

[i] Quid igitor dicet ? fe- peculatus, ut ob jusdkendom 

cilTe alios. — Sunt quscdam pecnnias acccptas — quae forfi- 

omnino in te fingularia -^ tan alii quoque fecerint, &C. 

quaedam tibi cum multiscom- In Verr. 1. 3. 88. 



munia. Ergo omitcam tuos 



having 
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saving found fome little pretenfe for cavilling, 
uborncd an obfcure Sicilian, one of his own In* 
brmers, to fue for the eftate in the name of Ve- 
lus ; and when the caufe was brought before him, 
'orce4 Dio to compound with him for about nine 
tboufands poundsj and to yield to him alfo ^ famous 
heed of mares ^ with all the valuaili plale andfurni- 
twre of his houfe [/]. 

SoPAT£R, an eminent Citizen of Haliciac, had 
been ajccufed h^J^^^c the late Praetor C. Sacerdos of 
a capital crime, of which he was honorably ac- 
quitted : but when Verres fucceeded to the govern- 
ment, the Profccuurs renewed their charge, and 
brought him to a fccond trial before their new 
Praetor ; to which Sopater, trufting to his inno- 
cence and the judgement of Sacerdos, readily fub- 
raitted without any apprehenfion of danger. 
After one hearing the caufe was adjourned, when 
Timarchides, the frecdman and principal agent of 
Verres, came to Sopater, and admonilhed him as 
africnd, not to depend too much on the good- 
nefs of his caufe and his former abfolution, for 
that his adverlaries had refolved to offer money 
to the Eraetor, who would rather take it for fa- 
ving, than deftroying a criminal^ and was un- 
willing likewife to reverfe the judgement of his 
prcdeceffor. Sopater, furprized at this intima- 
tion, and not knowing what anfwer to make, pro- 
mifed to confider of it ; but declared himfelf un- 
able to advance any large fumm. Upon confulc- 
ing his friends, they all advifed him to take the 

M Hie eft Dio — de quo ifto cognofcente obtincret : 

JDuhii prlmariis viris teftibus praeterea greges nobiliflima- 

fcisfatlum eft, H-S undecies rum equarum aba6los ; ar- 

J^umeratum efle, ut earn caa- genti veftifque ftragulae donii 

"JDi in qua ne tenuiffima quod fuerit e/Tedireptuai. In 

^loidem fufpicio poflet effe, Verr. 1. 2. 7. 

hint. 



\ 
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hint, and make up the matter ; fo that in a ficond 
meeting with Timarchides, afbsralledgtnghispir^ 
ticular want of money, he compounded the affior , 
for about fcvtn hundred pounds^ which he piil; 
down upon the fpot [u]. He now took all bli 
trouble to be over : but after another hearing 
the caufe was dill adjourned ; and Timarchidei 
came again to let him know, that his accufers had 
ofiered a much larger fumm than what he bid 
given, and advifed him, if he was wife, to con* 
fider well what he had to do. But Sopater, pro- 
voked by a proceeding fo impudent, had not the 
patience even to hear Timarchidcs, but flatly toU, 
him, that they might do what they pleafed^ for hi 
was determined to give no more. AH his fiicnds 
were of the fame mind, imagining, that whatevtr 
Verres himfelf might intend to do, he would not 
be able to draw the other judges into it, being all 
men of the firft figure in Syracufe, who had judged 
the fame caufe already with the late Praetor, and 
acquitted Sopater. When the third hearing came 
on, Verres ordered Petilius, a Roman Knight, 
who was one of the Bench, to go and hear a pri- 
vate caufe, which was appointed for that day, and 
of which he was likewife the Judge. Petilius re- 
fufed, alledging that the reit of his afieflbn 
would be engaged in the prefent trial. But Verres 
declared, that they might all go with him too if 
they pleafed, for he did not defire to detain them; 
upon which they all prefently withdrew, fomc to 
fit as Judges, and fome to fcrve their friends in 
the other caufe. Minucius, Sopater's advocate, 
feeing the Bench thus cleared, took it for granted 

[u] Foil ad amicos retulit. difHcultatibas, hominem id 
Qui cum ei fuiiTent au6lores HS lxxx perducit, eamqae 
redimendx falutis, ad Timar- el pecuniam numerac. la 



pecuniam 
chidem venic. Expoiitis fuU Verr. 1. 2. 28 



that 
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-Aat Verrcs would not procede in the trial that 
<fay, and was going our of the Court along with 
^c reft \ when Vcrres called him back, and or- 
liered him to enter upon the defence of his Client. 
Drfend him ! fays he, before whom ? Before me^ 
Itplied Vcrres, if you tfjink me worthy to try a paultry 

greek and Sicilian. I do not difputeyour worthinefs^ 
ys Minucius, but wijh onely that your Affcffors were 
frifent^ who were fo well acquainted with the merit $ 
^ the caufe. Begin^ I tell you, fays Verres, for 
ihtf canmi heprefent. No more can /, replied Mi- 
nncius 5 far Petilius begged of me alfo to go^ and fit 
with him ttpon the other trial. And Wihen Verrcs 
irith many threats required him to ftay, he abfo- 
htely rcfufed to aft, fince the Bench was dif- 
mifled, and fo left the Court together with all the 
left of Sopater*s friends. — This fomewhac difcom- 
pofed Vcrres; but after he had been whifpered 
everal times by his Clerk Timarchides, he com- 
manded Sopater to fpeak what he had to fay in 
bis own defence. Sopater implored him by all 
the Gods not to procede to fentence, till the reft 
3f the Judges could be prefent : but Verres called 
w the witncfles, and after he had heard one or 
:wo of them in a fummary way, without their 
3ctng interrogated by any one, put an end to the 
trial, and condemned the Criminal \x\ 

Among the various branches of Verres's illegal 
gains, the fale of offices was a confidcrable article : 
For there was not a Magiftracy of any kind to be 
difpofcd of either by lot or a free vote, which he 

[*] Tojn rcpentc ifte tcftes centem, a C. Sacerdote abfo- 
dtiri iubet. Dicic udqs & lutum, indicia caufa, de fen- 
alter breviter. Nihil ioter- tencia fcribne, medici, haruf- 
nigitiir. Praeco, dixilTepro- picifque condemnavit. lb. 
aticuit. Ifte — properans de 30. 
ftUaexiloiC: hominem inno- 

VoL. I. H did 
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did not arbitrarily fell to the bed bidder. The 
Pricfthood of Jupiter at Syracufe was of all others 
the n-ioft honorable : the method of eledling into 
it v.ub I.- chufe three by a general vote out of three 
ivrveral chffcs of the Citizens, whofe names were 
afterwards call into an urn, and the firft of them 
that was drawn out obtained the Priefthood. 
Vcrres had fold it to Theomnaftus, and procured 
him to be named in tl^e firft inftance among the 
three ; but as the *cmaining part was to be decided 
by lot, people were i.i great expedlation to fee how 
he would manage that which was not fo eafily in 
his power. He con':;"nindcd therefore in the firft 
place, that Theomnaftus 'hould be declared Prieft 
without cafting lots; hM when the Syracufians 
remonftrated againft it as contrary to their religioa 
and the law, he called fc r the lav/, which ordered, 
that as 7var;y lots Jljoidd be made^ as there werefST" 
fons nominated^ and that he ^ ijchofe name came omit 
the firft, Jhould be the Prieft. He afked them, 
H(jw majy 'xcre nominated \ they anfwered, "Threes 
and what more then, fays he, is required by the lavi^ 
than that three lots fijould be caft^ and one of them 
drawn out? I'liey anfwered, Nothing: upon which \ 
he prefently ordered three lots, with Theomnaftus's 
name ayn every one of them, to be caft into the urn^ 
and fo by drawing out any one, the eledilion was 
determined in his favor [j]. 

The tenth of the corn of all the conquered 
Towns in Sicily belonged to the Romans, as it 
had formerly done to their own Piinces, and was 
always gathered in kind and fent to Rome ; but as 

[j] Numquid ig.tur opor- vajli. Fit clamor maximus— " 

tet nifi tres fones conjici, iia. Jovis iilud iacerdotiuin 

unam educl ? Nihil. Conjici, amplifiimum per banc ratio- 

jubet tres, in quibus omnibus nem Ihcou.naJlQ datur. Ibid. 

icriptum efllt liQmzw^beom- 51. 

this 
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s was not fufficiciit for the public iiic., '.•.:c Prn:!- 
s had an appointment alfo of money fromv the 
ifury, to purchafe fuch farther florcs as were ne- 
Pary for the current year. Now the manner of 
leding and afcertaining the quantity of the 
les was fettled by an old law of King Hiero, 

mod moderate and equitable of all their an- 
it Tyrants : but Verres, by a ftrange fort of 
ft, ordered, thai the owner Jhould pay. .whatever 
ColkSior demanded ; hut if he exa^ied more than 
due, that hejhould be liable to a fine of eight times 
value [z]. By this Edict he threw the pro- 
ty, as it were of the IQand into the power of 

officers, to whom he had farmed out the 
es ; who in virtue of the new law feized into 
if hands the whole crop of every Town, and 
iged the owners to give them whatever fliare 
it, or compofition in money they thought fit ; 
I if any refufed, they not only plundered them of 
their goods, but even tortured their perfons, till 
' had forced them to a compliance \a\ By this 
ms Verres having gathered a fufficient quantity 
:orn from the very tithes to fupply the full de- 
id of Rome, put the whole money, that he had 
wed from the treafury, into his own pocket \b'\ \ 

ufed to brag, that he had got enough from 

fingle article to fkreen him from any impeach- 
it : and not without reafon ; fince one of his 
rks, who had the management of this corn- 

s] Tota Hieronica lege — inflrumentum diripoit, fami- 

ia&repudiata — edidum, liam abduxit, pecus abegit — • 

res^ aodite praeclarum : hominem corripi & fufpendi 

itam decumanus edidilTec juiFit in oleadro, &c. lb. 23. 
)rem fibi decumae dare {h] Jam vero ab ifto oin- 

tere, ut tantum arator nem illam ex serario peca- 

mano dare cogeretur— • niam, quam his oportuic civi- 

In Verr. 1. 3. 10. tatibuspro frumento dari, lu- 

] Apronius venit, orane crifadam videcis. lb. 75, &c. 

H 2 money, 



J 00 The History of the Life 

money, was proved to have got above ten tboufani 
pounds from the very fees which were allowed for 
colleding it [c']. The poor Hufbandmen in the 
mean time, having no remedy, were forced to 
run away from their houfes, and defert the tillage 
of the ground -, fo that from the rcgifters, whkb 
were punftually kept in every Town, of all the 
occupiers of arable lands in the Ifland, it appear- 
ed, that during the three years government of 
Verres, above two thirds of the whole number had 
intirely deferted their farms, and Jeft their lands 
uncultivated [d^. 

Apronius, a man of infamous life and cba- 
rafter, was the principal farmer of the tithes ; who 
when reproached with the cruelty of his exadioni, 
made no fcruple to own, that the chief Jhar'e of the 
gain was placed to the account of the Praetor. Thefc 
words were charged upon him in the prefcncc of { 
Verres and the Magiftrates of Syracufe by one J 
Rubrius, who offered a wager and trial upon the \ 
proof of them \ but Verres, without fhewing any s 
concern or emotion at it, privately rook care to 
hu(h up the matter, and prevent the difputc from 
proceeding any farther [^]. 

The fame wager was offered afecond time, and 
in the fame public manner, by one Scandilius, 

[c] Tu ex pecunia publica decumani vocabantur, prin- 

H-S tredecies fcribam tuum ceps erat Q^ ille AproniWi 

permifTu tuo cum abftalifTe fa- quern videtis: de cujus im- 

teare, reliquam tibi ullamde- probitate fingulari graviffi- 

fenfionem patas efie ? lb. 80. marum legationum querimo- 

[</] Agyrinenfis ager — du- nias audiilis. lb. 9. 

centos quinquaginta aratores ' Cum palam Syracufis, te- 

habuit primo anno Pra^turae audiente, maxia.o convcfttflf 

tuae. Quid tertio anno ? Odo- P, Rubrius Q^ Apronioa. 

ginta — hoc perseque in omni fponfione lacelTivit, ni Apro*' 

agro decumano rcperietis. lb. nius diditaret, te fibi in dcca* ' 

5:, 52, &c. mis eil'c focium, &c. lb. 57- "? 

L j Eorum omnium, qui 

6 wto 
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loudly demanded Judges ro decide it : to 
:h Verres, not being able to appeafe the cla- 

of the man, was forced to confcnt, and nam- 
lem prefently out of his own band, Cornelius 
^byjician^ Volufius Iris Socthfayer^ and Valerius 
Crier \ to whom he ufually referred all dif- 
s, in which he had any intereft. Scandilius 
ted to have them named out of the Magif- 
;s of Sicily, or that the matter fhould be re- 
?d to Rome: but Verres declared, that he 
Id not trufi a caufe in which his own reputation 
atjlake^ to any hit his own friends \ and when 
idilius refufed to produce his proofs before 
I arbitrators, Verres condemned him in the 
siture of his wager, which was forty pounds, 
ipronius [/]. 

\ Heius was the principal Citizen of Meffana, 
\xt he lived very Iplendidly in the moft mag- 
rent houfe of the city, and ufed to receive all 
Roman Magiftrates with great hofpitality. He 

a Chapel in his houfe, built by his anceftors, 

furnifhed with certain images of the Gods, of 
lirable fculpture and -ineftimable value. On 

fide flood a Cupid of marble^ made by Praxi- 
: on the other, a Hercules of brafs, by Miron ; 
ha little altar before each God, to denote the 
gion and fanftity of the place. There were 
iwifc two other figures of brafs of two young 
nen, called Canephorse, with bafkets on their 

'^J Hie tu medicum & Scandilius poftularedecon- 

fpicem, Sc prseconem tu- ventu recuperatores. Tnm 

recaperatores dabis ? [ib. ifte negac fe de exiilimatioiie 

I Ifte viros optimos reca- fua cuiquam, nifi fuis, com- 

itores dac, cundem ilium miffurum — coget Scafk]iliim 

licam Cornelium, & ha- quinque Ilia xnillia nummum \ 

)icem Volufiantim, & Va- dare atque adnumerare A- 

am praeconem. Ibid. 21. pronio. Ib. 60. 
n. 

H 3 heads, 
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heads, carrying things proper for facrifice after the 
manner of the Athenians, the work of Polycletus. 
Thefe ftacpes were an ornament not onely to 
Heius, but to Mcfiana itfelf, being known to every 
body at Rome, and conllantly vifited by all 
ftrangers, to vvhom^ Hcius's houfe was always open. 
The Cupid had been borrowed by C. Claudius, 
for the decoration of the Forum in his ^dilefliip, 
and was carefully fenc back to Meflana ; but 
Verrcs, while he was Heius's gueft, would never 
fuftcr him to rcll, till he had llript his Chapel of 
the Gcds and the Canephcra \ and to cover the aft 
from an appearaiKe of robbery, forced Heius to 
enter them into his accounts, as if they had been 
fold to \\nn for fifty pounds \ whereas at a public 
aucLion in Rome, as Cicero fays, they had known 
one fingle ftatue of hrafs^ of a moderate Jize^ fold a 
little before for a thoiifand\^g\ Verres had feen 
likewifc at Hc^ius's houfe a fuit of curious Tapeftrj^ 
reckoned the beft in Sicily, being of the kind 
which was calitd Attalic, richly interwoven with 
gold ', this he refolvtd alfo to extort from Heius, . 
but not til! he had fecured the Itatues. As foon \ 
therefore as he IcI'l MefTana, he began to urge 
Heius by letters, to fend htm the tapejtry to Jgri- * 
gentura, for feme particular fervice which he pre- 
• tended •, but when he had once got it into his 

[g"] Erat apud'Heium fa- Diisimmortalibus, populoqac 

crarium magna cum digi.itatc Romano habuit ortiatura.— 

in acdibus, a majoribus tradi- Ha^c omnia, quae dixi, fign* 

turn, perantiquum; in quo ab Hclo de iacrario Verres 

figna puk; errima quatuor, abllulit, &c. ib. 3. IiajafHrti» 

fumcno artjhcio, fumma no- opinor, ipfum in tabulas rc- 

bilirate, &c. [InVerr. 1. 4. ferre. [ib. 6.] In audionc 

z.] C. Claudius, cujus JEdi- fignum ccneam non magnani 

liiatem magnlficentiflimum H-S cxx millibus venire nott 

fcimus fu'f.e, ufus eft hocCa- vidimus ? Ib. 7. 
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hands, he never reftored it [^]. Now Meffana, 
as it is faid above, was the onely City of Sicily 
that perfevered to the lafl: in the interelc of Vcrres ; 
and at the time of the trial fent a public teftimo- 
nial in his praife by a deputation of it's eminent 
Citizens, of which this very Heius was the chief. 
Yet when he came to be interrogated and crofs- 
examined by Cicero, he frankly declared, that 
though he was obliged to perform what the authority 
of his City had impcjed upon him^ yet that he had 
km plundered by Verres of his Gods, which were left 
to him by his Ancefiors, and which he never would 
kve parted with on any conditions whatfoever^ if it 
bed been in his power to keep them [/J. 

Verres had in his family two brothers of Cili- 
da, the one a Painter^ the other a Sculptor, on 
whofe' judgement he chitfly relied in his choice of 
piftures and ftatues, and all other pieces of art. 
They had been forced to fly from their country 
for robbing a Temple of Apollo^ and were now em- 
ployed to hunt out every thing that was curio!]s 
and valuable in Sicily, whether of public or pri- 
vate property. Thefc brothers having given 
Verres notice of a large Jilv^r Ewer, belonging to 
Pamphilus of Lilybasum, of moft elegant work, 
made by Boethus[/&J, Verres immediacely fent for 
it, and feized it for his own ufe : and while Pam- 
philus was fitting penfive at home, lamenting the 

\h'\ Quid ? ria Attalica, habuilTe vcna^ia, neque ulla 
tota Sicilia nominata, ab eo- conditione, fi utrum vtliec 
dem Hcio peripecafuiata erne- liceret, adduci unquam po- 
re oblitus es r — At quomodo tuifTe ut vendcret ilia, ^'c. 
ibllulit? &c. ib. 12. In Verr. 4. 7. 

[/] Qaid enim potcrat He- [/] A celebrated Cartha- 

ios refpondere ? Primo ginian fculptor, who left 

dixit, fe ilium publice iau- many famous works behind 

dare, quod iibi ita mandatum him. Vid. Plin. Hid. Nat. 

effet: d^inde neque fe ilia lib. 33. 12. it lib. 3fl 8. 

H 4 lofs 
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lofs of his rich vclkl, the chief ornament of his 
fide- board, and the pride of' his feafts, another 
mefllngcrr came running to him, with orders to 
bring tivofrjrr a^ps d\^o. which he was known to 
have, atiorii'jd ^n^ilh figures in reliefs to be (hewn 
to the Prrjtor. Pamphilus, for fear of greater 
niiichief, toolc up his cups and carried them away 
hiiTifcIf : \v!\"n he cair.e to the palace Verrcs hap- 
pened to be aiiL'tp, but the brothers were walking 
in the Ha!l,and waiting to receive him ; who, as 
Jbon as they \:,\w him, afked for the cups, which 
he accordingly produced. T[Ky commended the 
work ; vvl.iiii lie with a forrowful face began to 
complain, that if they took his cups from him, he 
Ihould have notl.l.^.g of any value left in his houfe. 
The brothers, fencing !iis concern, afked how much 
he would give to p;cilrve them ; in a word, they 
demanded forty crowns ; he offered twenty : but 
while they were debating, Verres awaked and called 
for the cups •, which beuig prefcntly thewn to him, 
the brotlieis took cccafion to obferve, that they M 
not anfiver to the acccunt that had been given of tbem% 
and were hut cf fcultry workj not fit to be fttn 
nmong his -plate \ to whole authority Verres readily 
fubmitted, and fo Pamphilus faved his cups [/]. 

In the City of Tindaris there was a celebrated 
Image of Mercury, which had been reftored tc 
them from Carthage by Scipio, and was worfhip 
ped by the people with fmgular devotion, and ar 
annual Feftival. This flatue Verres refolved tc 

[/] Cyblrate funtfratres— baetenain — mihi narrare, cuir 

quorum alterucn fingere opi- iHe ab Mq hydriam fioeth 

nore cera {blitum e/Te, alterum manu fadam, prseclaro operc 

e^e piftorem. — Canes vena* & grand i pondere per potefta* 

ticos diceres, ita odorabancur temabftuliiTet; fefane crimen 

omnia & perveiligabant. In h conturbatam domum re- 



Vcrr. 4. 13. vertiffc, &c. lb. 14. 

Mewiui Painphiluin Lily- 
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have, and commanded the chief Magiftrate, So- 
pater, to fee it taken down and conveyed to Mef- 
&na. But the people were fo inflamed and muti- 
nous upon it, that Verres did not perfift in his de- 
mand at that time ; but when he was leaving the 
place, renewed his orders to Sopater, with fevere 
threats, to fee his command executed. Sopater 
propofed the matter to the Senate, who univerfally 
protefted againft it : in (hort Verres returned to 
the Town, and inquired for the ftatue ; but was 
told by Sopater, that the Senate would not fufFer 
it to be taken down, and had made it capital for 
any one to meddle with it without their orders. 
Do not tell me^ fays Verres, cf your Senate and your 
orders \ if you do not prefentfy deliver the ftatue^ you 
fiall befcourged to death with rods. Sopater with 
tears moved the affair again to the Senate, and 
related the Praetor's threats ; but in vain ; they 
broke up in diforder, without giving any anfwer. 
This was reported by Sopater to Verres, who was 
fitting in his Tribunal : it was the midfl of winter, 
the weather extremely cold, and it rained very 
heavily, when Verres ordered Sopater to bejirip- 
pid and carried into the market place ^ and there to 
ht tied upon an Equejirian ftatue of C. A^arcellus^ 
and expofed naked as he was, to the rain and the 
cold^ andftretched in a kind of torture upon the bra- 
Zen horfe ; where he mufl neceffarily have perifhed, 
if the people of the Town, out of compafTion to 
him, had not forced their Senate to grant the 
Mercury to Verres \m'\. 

Young 

[m\ Tarn ifte : Qaam mihi Erathiemsfamma, tempeftas, 
religiooem narras ? qaam4^- ut ipfam Sopatrum dicere aa- 
i»am ? qacm fenatam t Vivum diftis, perfrigida ; imber max- 
^ Don relinquam: moriere imus, cam ipfe imperat lie- 
Virgis^ nifi fignum traditar— - toribas, at Sopatrum— *pr»- 

cipitem 
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Young Antiochiis, King of Syria, having been 
at Rome to claim the Kingdom of Egypt in right 
of his mother, pafled through Sicily at this time 
on his return home, and came to Syracuf® \ where 
Verres, who knew that he had a great treafure 
with him, received him with a particular civility 5 
made him large prefents of wine, and all refrefh- 
irxents for his table, and entertained him moft 
magniBcentlyat fupper. Hie King, pleafed with 
^ this compliment, invited Verres in his turn to fup 
with him; when his fide- board was dreffed out 
in a royal manner with his richeft plate, and many 
ycflels of folid gold let with precious ftones; 
among which there was a large Jugg for uim^ 
wade out of one entire gemm^ with a handle of gold 
to it. Verres greedily furveyed and admired 
every piece ; and the King rejoiced to fee the 
Roman Prastor fo well fatisHed with his entertain- 
ment. The next morning Verres fent to the King 
to borrow fome of his choiceft veflels, and par- 
ticularly the Jugg, for the fake of (hewing them, 
as he pretended, to his own workmen ; all which 
the King, having no fufpicion of him, readily 
fent. But befides thefe veflels of domeftic ufe, 
the King had brought with him a large Candle- 
Jiick^ or Branch for fevcral lights, of ineftimable 
value, all made of precious itones, and adorned 
with the richeft jewels, which he had defigned 
for an offering to Jupiter Cc^pitoUmis ; but finding 
the repairs of the Capitol not finiflied, and no 
place yet ready for the reception of his ofi:ering» 

cjpitcm in forum dejiciant, atque univcrfa multitude atro- 

nudumque conftituant — cum citate rei cocimota fenatum 

cflet vindus nudus in asre, in clamore coegit, ut ei fimula- 

imbri, in frigore. Neque ta- crunftllud Mercurii pollicc- 



men finis huic injuria^ crude- reiur. lb. 39, 40. 
licatique fiebat^ donee popalus 
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he refolved to carry it back without fhewing it to 
any body, that the beauty of it might be new and 
the more furprifmg, when it came to be firft kta 
in that Temple. Verres having got intelligence 
of this Candkfticky fent again to the King, to beg 
by all means that he would favor him with a fight 
of it, promifing that he would not fuffer any one 
elfe to fee it. The King fent it prefently by his 
fervants, who after they had uncovered and (hewn 
it to Verres, expefted to carry it back with them 
to the King ; but Verres declared, that he could 
not fufficiently admire the beauty of the work, 
and muft have more time to contemplate it ; and 
obliged them therefore to go away and leave it 
with him. Several days pafled, and the King 
heard nothing from Verres ; fo that he thought 
proper to remind him by a civil meflage of fend- * 

ing back the veffels : but Verres ordered the fer- 
vants to call again fome other time. In (hort, 
after afecond meflage with no better fuccefs, the 
King was forced to fpeak to Verres himfelf : upon 
which Verres earneftly entreated him to make 
him a prefcnt of the Cafidlejlick. The King af- 
firmed it to be impoflible, on the account of his 
vow to Jupiter y to which many nations were wic- 
neffes. Verres then began to drop fome threats ; 
but finding them of no more effeft than his en- 
treaties, he commanded the King to depart inftantly. 
out of his Province -J declaring, that he had received 
intelligence of certain Pirates ^ who were coming from 
his Kingdom to invade Sicily. The poor King find- 
ing himfelf thus abufed and robbed of his treafure, 
went into the great fquare of the City, and in a 
public aflfembly of the people, .calling upon the. 
Gods and men to bear teftimony to the injury, 
made a folemn dedication to Jupiter cf the Candle- 
Jiick^ which he had vowed and de//gnedfor the Ca- 

fitolj 
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pitoU ^ which Verres had fcrcibfy taken frtm 
bim [»]. 

When any vcffel, richly laden, happened to 
arrive in the ports of Sicily, it was generally fciz- 
cd by his fpies and informers, on pretence of ic's 
coming fronn Spain, and being filled laitb SirtO" 
rius*s foldiers : and when the Commanders exhi- 
bited their bills of lading, with a fample of their 
goods, to prove themlelvcs to be fair traders^ 
who came from difFerent quarters of the world, 
fome producing Tyrian purple^ others Ardbim 
fpices^ (omc jewels and precious Jlones^ oxhtrs Greek 
wines y and Aftatic Jlaves ; the very proof, by which 
they hoped to fave themfelves, was their certain 
ruin : Verres declared their goods to have beemu:^ 
fuired by piracy y and feizrng the (hips with their 
cargoes to his ownufe, committed the whole crew 
to prifon, though the greateft part of them per- 
haps were Roman Citizens. There was a famous 
dungeon at Syracufe, called the Latomiae, of a 
vaft and horrible depth, dug out of a folid rock^ 
which having originally been a quarry of ftone^ was 
converted to a prifon by Diomfius the Tyrant. Here 
Verres kept great numbers ©f Roman Citizens in 
chains, whom he had firft injured to a degree that 
made it neceflary to deftroy them ; whence few 
or none ever faw the light again, but were com- 
monly ftrangled by his orders [<?]. 

One 

[n] Rex maxino convcntu tamen tnm fe in illoconventv 

Syracufis in foro — flens, ac civium Romanorum dare, do- 

Deos hominefque conteflans nare, dicare, confecrare Jovi . 

damare crcpit, candelabrum Opt. Max. &c. lb. 28, 29. 
faflam e gemmis, quod in [0] Qoaecunquc navis ex 

Capitoliom miflarus effet — id Afia — ventrec, flatim certis 

fibiC. Vcrrem abftuliffc. — Id indicibus & cuftodibus lenc- 

etfi antea jam mcnte & cogi- batur : vedores omnes in 

tatione fua confecratum eilet, Latomias conjiciebamur: o- 
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One Gavius however, a Ronum CUizen of the 
Town of Cofa, happened to eicape from this 
dreadfull place, and run away to Meffana -, where 
fancying himfeif out of danger^ and being ready 
to embark for Italy, he began to talk of the in* 
juries which he had received, and of going ftrH^bi 
^ R/mte^ where Verves Jhotdd hefure to bear ^fblm. 
But he might as well have faid the words ia the 
Pnetor's Palace as at MejQana ; for he was pre- 
fijntly fcized and fecured till Verres's arrival, who 
coming thither (bon after, condemned him as a 
fpy of the fugitives, firfl: to be fcourged in the 
market place, and then nailed to a crofs ereded 
for the purpofe on a confpicuous part of the (horet 
and looking towards Italy, that the poor wretch 
might have the additional mifery of fufl&ring thac 
cruel death in fight as it were of his home [p]. 

The coafts of Sicily being much infelted by 
Pirates, it was the cuftom of all Praetors to fit out 
a fleet every year, for the protection of it's trade 
and navigation. This fleet was provided by a con- 
tribution of the maritime Towns, each of which 
ufually furniflied a (hip, with a certain number of 
men and provifions: but Verres for a valuable 



loy 



lera atque merces in PrastO' 
iam domum deferebantur — 
ios Scrtorianos milites effe^ 
itque a Dianio fugere dice- 
lat, &c. In Verr. L 5. 56. 

Latomias Syracufanas om- 
tes audidis. Opus eft ingens 
aagnificum regum ac tyran- 
lorum. Totum eft ex faxo 
lirandam in altitudirtem de- 
•reflb — nihil tain claufum ad 
xitus, nihil tarn tutum ad 
:uftodias, nee fieri nee cogi- 
ari poteft. [lb. 27.] Career 
lie, qui eft a ciudeliSimo ty- 



ranoo Dlonyfio fa6lus, quae 
Latomias vocantur, in iftiat 
imperio domicilium civiam 
^omanorum fult. lb. 59. 

[f\ Gavins liic, qaem dico, 
Cofanus, cum in illo numero 
clvinm ab ifto in vincla con- 
jedos eflet, & nefcio qua ra- 
tione clam e Latomiis profu- 
gii&t — loqui Mefianae ccepit, 
& qoeri, fe civem Romanum 
in vincla coojedum, iibi reda 
iter efle Romam, Verri fe 
praefto advenienti fatarum, 
&c lb. 61. 

confide- 
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confideration fomerimes remitted the (hip, and 
always difcharged as many of the men as xvere 
able to pay for it. A fleet however was equipped 
of /even Jhips 'y but for (hew rather than fervice, 
without; their complement either of men or ftores, 
and wholly unfit to ad againft an enemy ; and 
the command of it was given by him, not to his 
Rafter J or one of his Lieutenants, as it was ufual, 
but to Cleomenes a Syracujian^ wbofe wife was bis 
fnijlrefs^ that be might enjoy her con^any the more 
freely at home^ while the hufband was employed a- 
* broad. For inftead of fpending the Summer, as 
other Governors ufed to do, in a progrefs through 
his province, he quitted the palace of Syracufe, 
and retired to a little lOand adjoining to the City, 
to lodge in tents^ or rich pavilions, pitched clofe 
by the fountain of Arethufa; where forbidding 
the approach of men or bufinefs to difturb him, 
he pafled two of the hot months in the company 
of his favorite women, in all the delicacy of 
pleafure that art and luxury could invent [y]. 

The fleet in the mean time failed out of Syra- 
cufe in great pomp,* and faluted Verres and his 
company, as it pafled ; when the Roman Prator^ 
fays Cicero, who had not beenfeen before for many 
days^ fhewed himfelf at lajl to the failors^ fianding 
on thefhore in flippers^ with a purple cloak and v^ 

[^] Erat & Nice, facie cxi- bet. Hoc eo facit, ut non 
iTjia, uxor Cleomenis Sy racu- folum ille abcflct a dome — 
fani — ifte autem cum vir effet Nam asftate fumma, quo lem- 
Syraculis, uxorem t^jus parum pore caeteri Praetores obirc 
poterat animo foluto ac libero proviiiciam,&concurrare con- 
tot in a^a dies Tecum habere, fueverunt — eo tempore ad 
Itaque excogitat rem fingu- luxuricm, libidinefque fuas — 
larem. Naves, quibuslegatus tabernacula — carbafeis inten- 
prasfuerat, Cleomeni tradit. ta velis collocari juffit in lit- 
Claffi populi Romani Cleome- tore, &c. In Verr. 5.31. 
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Jhwing down on bis heels ^ and leaning on the Jhoulder 
of a girlj to view this formidable fquadron [r J : 
which, inftead of fcouring the feas, failed no far- 
ther after feveral days, than into the port of Pa- 
chynus. Here, as they lay peaceably at anchor, 
they were furprifcd with an account of a number 
of Pirate Prigates, lying in another harbour very 
near to theni : upon which the Admiral Cleomenes 
cut his cables in a great fright, and with all the 
fail that he could make, fled away towards Pelorus, 
and efcaped to land : the reft of the Ihips followed 
him as faft as they could ; but two of them, 
which failed the floweft, were taken by the Pi- 
rates, and one of the Captajns killed : the. other 
Captains quitted their fhips, as Cleomenes had 
done, and got fafe to land. The Pirates finding 
the Ihips deferted, fet fire to them all that even- 
ing, and the next day failed boldly into the port 
of Syracufc, which reached into the very heart of 
the Town ; where after they had fatisfied their 
curiofity, and filled the City with a general terror, 
they failed out again at leifure, and in good or- 
der, in a kind of triumph over Verres and the 
authority of Rome [j]. 

[r] Ipfe autem, qui vifus the concife elegance and er- 

mulcis diebus non efTet, turn preilive brevity, in which ic*s 

fetamenin confpedum nautis beauty confuls, cannot pof- 

paullifper dedit. Stetit folea- fibly be prcfcrved in a tranf- 

tas Praetor populi Pomani lation. 

cum pallio purpureo, tunica- [j] Tunc Prxdonum duj? 

que talari, muliercula nixus Heracleo repente pra^rer 

in littore. lb. 33. fpem, non fua virtute — vic- 

Qointilian greatly admires tor, clafTem pulcherrimam 
tliis (bort defctiption, as pla. populi Romani in littus ex- 
cing the very fcenje and fad pulfam & ejedam, cum pri- 
bcfore our eyes, and fugi;til- mum ad vefperafceret, inflam- 
ing ftill much more than is mari incendique juffit, &c. 
expreffcd by itj [1. 8. 3.] but lb. 35, 36. 

The 
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The news of a Roman fleet burnt ^ and Syracufe 
injulted by Pirates^ made a great noife through all 
Sicily. The Captains, in excufe of themfelves, 
were forced to tell the truth ; that their fhips were 
fcandalouQy unprovided both with men and (lores, 
and in no condition tx> face an enemy \ each (^ 
them relating how many of their lailors had been 
diicharged by Verres's particular orders, on whom 
the whole blame was juftly laid. When this came 
to his ears, he lent for the Captains, and after 
threatening them very feverely for talking in that 
manner, forced them to declare, and to teilifv it 
alfo in writing, that every one of their flnps bad if s 
full complement of all things necejjary : but finding 
after all, that there was no way of ftifling the 
clamor, and that it would necefTarily reach to 
Rome, he relblved for the extenuation of his own 
crime to facrifice the poor Captains, and put them 
all to death, except the Admiral Cleomenes, the 
moft criminal of them all, and at his requeft the 
Commander alfo of his (hip. In confequence of 
this refolution, the four remaining Captains, after 
fourteen days from the adion, when they fufpeded 
no danger, were arretted and clapt into irons. 
They were all young men of the principal fa- 
milies of Sicily, fome of them the onely fons of 
aged parents, who came prefently in great confter- 
nation to Syracufe, to follicit the Praetor for their 
pardon. But Verres was inexorable ; and having 
thrown them into his dungeon, where no body was 
fufFered to fpeak with them, condemned them to 
lofe their heads ; whilft all the fervice that their 
unhappy parents could do for them, was to bribe 
the executioner to difpatch them with one (Iroke, 
inftead of more, which he brutally refufed to do, 
unlefs he was paid for it, and to purchafc of 

Timarchidcs 
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Timarchides the liberty of giving them bu- 
rial [/]. 

It happened however before this lofs of the 
fleet, that a fingle Pirate fhip was taken by Verres's 
Lieutenants, and brought into Syracufe; which 
proved to be a very rich prize, and bad on board 
flgreat number of handfom young'fellows. There 
was a band of muficians among them, whom Ver- 
res fent away to Rome a prefent to a friend ; and 
the reft, who had cither youth or beauty, or ikill 
in any art, were diftributed to his Clerks and de- 
pendents, to be kept for his ufe ; but the few who 
were old and deformed, were committed to the 
dungeon and referved for punifliment [«]. The 
Captain of thefe Pirates had long been a terror to 
the Sicilians j fo that they were all eager to fee his 
perfon, and to feed their eyes with his execution : 
but being rich, he found means to redeem his head^ 
and was carefully kept outof fightj and conveyed 
lo feme private cuftody, till Verres could make 
the beft market of him. The people in the mean 
time grew impatient and clamorous for the death 
of the Pirates, whom all othei Praetors ufed to 

[/] CIcomenem & navar- In Verr. 5, 39, 40, &c. 
ckos ad fe vocari jubet; ac- [u] £rat eanavisplenosja- 

Cufat eos, quod hujufmodi Venturis formofiirimaei plena 

de ft fermones habaerint : argenti fdfli atque figriati, 

rogat ut id facere defiflant, multa cum ilragula velte — * 

k in fua qaifque oavi dicat fiqui fenes aut deformes e- 

fe tantum habuifl^e nautarum, rant, eos in hoUium numero 

quantum oportuerit — Illi fe ducit : qui aliquid forma:, 

oIleDdant quod vellet elTe secatis, artlficiique habebant, 

fadoros — Ifle in tabulas re- abducit omnes, nonnullof 

fcrt; obiignat fignis amicO- fcribls fuis, filio, cohordque 

rum — Ifle hominibus miferis diftrlbuit« Symphoniacos ho- 

innocentibofque injici catenas mines fex cuidam amicofuo 

jubet — Veniunt Syracafas Romam muncri mifit, &c. 

parentes propinquique mi- lb. 25, &%r«»»*^ 
reroracn adolefceBCium— &c. ^ 

Vol. L I execute 
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execute as foon as taken *, and knowing the num- 
ber bf them to be great, could not be fatisfied 
with the few old and dccrepfit, whom Verrcs will- 
ingly facrificed to their refentment. He took this 
opportunity therefore to clear the dungeon df 
thofe Raman CUizenSy whom he had referred for 
fuch an occafion, and now brought out to execu- 
tion as a part of ihe Piratical crew ; but to prc^ 
vent the imprecations and cries, which Gkizcns 
ufed to make of their being free. Romans^ and to 
hinder their being known alio to any other Citi 
zens there prefent, he produced them all with 
their heads and faces fo muffled up, that they could 
neither be heard or fcen, and in that cruel man- 
ner deftroyed great numbers of innocent men [<r]k 
But to finifli at laft this whole ftory of Vcrrcs: 
After he had lived many years in a miferable cxili 
forgotten and deferted by all his friends, he is faid 
to have been relieved by the generofity of Ci- 
cero (j] ; yet was profcribed and murthercd «ftcr 
all by Marc Anthony, for the fake of bis fine fta$m 
and Corinthian vejfels^ which he refufed to part 
with [z] ; happy onely, as Ladtantius fays before 
his death, to have fcen the more deplorable end 
of his old enemy and accufer Cicero [a]. 

But neither the condemnation of this crimintal, 
nor the concefllons already made by the Senate, 

[x] Archiptratum ipfum volutis dc carceread (falata 

vidit nemo — cum omnes, ut atque nccem rapiebatotur, &Cr 

mos eft, concurrerent, quaere- lb. 28, &c. 

rent,viderecuperent, &c. [ib. Quid de raultirudine dide- 

26.] Cum maximus numerus mus eorum, qui capitibos in- 

deefiet, turn ifte in eorum la- volutis in pirararuln captive- 

cum, quos d,omum fuam de rumque numero produceban- 

piratis obduxerat, fubftituere tur, ut fecuri ferircntur. Ib. 

coepit cives Romanos, quos in 60. 

carcerem antea conjeccrat — [y] Senec. 1. 6. Suafor. 6. 

Itaque alii cives Somani ne [«] Plin. Hift. N. 1. 34, 2. 

cognofcerentur, capicibusob- [«J Ladan. 2. 4. 

were 
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were able to pacify the difcontents of the people : 
they demanded ftill, as loudly as ever, the reflo- 
ration of the Tribunician power ^ and the right cf 
judicature to the Equeftrian order \ till after various 
contefts and tumults, excited annually on that 
account by the Tribuns, they were gratified this 
year in them both ; in the firft by Pompey the 
Omful^ in the fecond by L. Cotta the Prator \b\ 
The Tribuns were ftrenuoufly affiftcd in all this ' 
ftruggle by J. Csefar [r], and as ftrenuoufly op* 
pofed by all who wifhed well to the tranquillity 
of the City: for long experience had (hewn, that 
they had always been, not onely the chief dif- 
turbers of the public peace, by theabufe of their 
extravagant power, but the conftant tools of all 
the ambitious, who had any defigns of advan- 
cing themfelves above the laws \d\ : for by cor- 
rupting one or more of the Tribuns, which they 
wcrefure to efFed: by paying their full price, they 
could cither obtain from the people whatever 
they wanted, or obftrucl at leaft whatever fhould 
be attempted againft them ; fo that this aft was 
generally difliked by the better fort, and gave a 
fafpicion of no good intentions in Pompey .; who 
to remove all jealoufies agninft him on this, or 
any other account, voluntarily took an oath^ thnt 
«i the expiration of his Confu'ijhip he would accept 
m public ^ command or government^ hut content him- 
filf with the cottdition of a private Senator [e']. 

[ii] Hoc confulatu Pom- fimejuvit. Soeton. J. Cacf. 5, 

peius Tribuniciam potella- \cf\ De Legib. 3. 9. 

tem reftituic, cujus imaginem [e] Qui cum Conful lau- 

Sjrlla fine re reliquerat. Veil, dabihter juralTet, fe in nul- 

Pat. z. 30. lam provinciaro ex eo magi- 

[c] Audores reftituendx ftratu iturum. Veil. Pat. 2. 

Tribuniciae poteltaiis enixif- 31. 

I 2 Plutarch 
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ft-UTARCH fpeaks of this aft, as the effeS > 
Pompey's gratitude to the people for the extraordins 
ry honors which they had heaped upon him : bi 
Cicero makes the beft excufc for it after Pompcy 
death, which the thing itfelf would bear, by ol: 
ferving, that a State/man muft always confider n 
onefy what is beji^ but what is neceffary to the times 
that Pompey well knew the impatience of the peoplt 
and that they would not bear the lofs of the Tribun 
cian power much longer \ and it was the part theri 
fore of a good Citizen^ not to leave to a bad one L 
credit of doing what was too popular to be witi 
flood [/]. But whatever were Pompey's views i 
the reftitution of this power, whether he wantc 
the fkill or the inclination to apply it to any ba 
purpofe, it is certain, that he had caufe to repent i 
it afterwards^ when Casfar, who had a better hea 
with a worfe heart, took the advantage of it to h; 
ruin ; and by the help of the Tribuns '6oas fupptii 
both with the power and the pretext for overtumin 
the Republic [g]. 

As to the other difpute, about reftoring tl 
right of judging to the Knights^ it was thought th 
beft way of correfting the infolence of the Nobles 
to fubjeft them to the judicature of an inf&ior ordei 
who from a natural jealoufy and envy toward 
them, would be fure to punifh their oppreflion 
with proper feverity. It was ended however at lal 
by a compromife, and a new law was prepare< 
by common confent, to vefl his power jointly in th 
Senators and the Knights ; from each of which or 
ders a certain number was to be drawn annually b; 
Jot, to fit in judgement together with the Prato\ 
upon all caufes \h\ 

But 

[/] De Legib. 3. ii. Appian. 2 p. 445. 

[^] "^^^ ^^ *s) /xa^»ra tJ \h'\ Per idem tempus Cottj 
no(U5r)?V^ (jLii^jLtT^an t^* ^vjxapx^" judicandi munus, quod C 
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But for the more efFedlual cure of that general 
licence and corruption of morals, which had in- 
fefted all orders, another remedy was alfo provid- 
ed this year, an eieSion of Cenfors : it ought re- 
gularly to have been made every five years^ but 
had now been intermitted from the rime of Sylla 
for about fevenieen. Thefe Cenfors were the guardi- 
ans of the difcipline and manners of the City [/], and 
had a power to punifh vice and immorality by 
fome mark of infamy in all ranks of men, from 
the higheft to the lowcft. The perfons now chofen 
were L. Gellius and Cn. Lentulus ; both of them 
mentioned by Cicero as his particular acquaintance^ 
and the lafi as his intimate friend \k]. Their au- 
thority, after fo long an intermiffion, was exer- 
dfed with that feveriry which the libcrtinifm of 
the times required j for they expelled above Jtxty 
jour from the Senate for notorious immoralities^ the 
grcateft part for the deteftable pra5iice of taking 
mntf forjudging caufes [/J, and among them C. 
Antonius, the uncle of the Triumvir ; Ibbfcribing 
their .reafons for it, that he had plundered the allies^ 
declined a triaU mortgaged his landsy and was not 
mafier of his ejiate [m] : yet this very Antonius 
was cleded jEdile and Praetor foon after in his 
proper courfc, and mthin fix years advanced to the 

Gracchas ereptam Senatui, fumma neceilitado. ProCIu- 

^Eqaites, Sylla ab illis ad encio, 42. 
Senatam Cranfiulerat, acqaa- [/] Quos aatem duo Cen- 

liter inter utrumque ordinem fores, clariiTimi viri furti & 

parcitus eft. Veil. Pat. z. 32. captarum pecuniarum nomine 

[i] Ta es praefedlus mori- notaverunt ; ii noi^ modo iq 

bos, magifter veceris difcipli- Senatum redierunt, fed etiam 

tix ac feveritatis. Pro Clu- iltarum ipfarum rerum judi- 

tn. 46. ciis abfoluti funt. Ibid. Vid. 

Nam mihi— cam am- Prgh. Annal. ad A. U. 683. 
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us eft amicitia : cum al- [m] Afconius in Orat. in 
tero vero-— magnus afiu & Tog. c^nd. 

1 3 Conful- 
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Confuljhip : which confirms what Cicero fays of 
this Cenforian animadverjion^ that // was become 
merely nominal and had no other effelt^ than ef 
putting a 7nan to the blujh [«]. 

From the impeachment of Vcrrcs, Crcero en- 
tered upon the Aidilefhip, and in one of his fpeechcs 
gives a fiiort account of the duty of it : ** I am 
•* now chofen ^Edile, fays he, and am fenfible 
•* of what is committed to me by the Roman peo- 
" pie : I am to exhibit with the greateft folcmnity 
•* the mod facred fports to Ceres, Liber, and 
*' Libera; am to appeafe and conciliate the mo- 
*' thcr Flora to the people and city of Rome by 
** the celebration of the public games; amtofiir- 
** nilh out thofe ancient (hews, thefirft which were 
^* called Roman, with all poflible dignity and 
*' religion, in honor of Jupiter, Juno, Minerva; 
*' am to take care alio of all the facred Edifices, 
*' and indeed of the whole City, i^c. [^]." The 
people were palTionately fond of all thefe games- 
and diverfions ; and the public allowance for them 
being but fmall, according to the frugality of the 
old Republic, the ^diles fupplied the reft at their 
own coft, and were often ruined by it. For every 
part of the Empire was ranfacked for what was rare 
and curious to adorn the fplendor of their (hews : 
the Forum^ in which they were exhibited,, was 
ufually beautified with porticos builc for the pur- 
pofe, and filled with the choicejl Jlatues and piiiures 
which Rome and Italy afforded. Cicero reproaches 
Appius for draining Greece and the IJlands of alf 
their furniture of this kind for the ornament of bis 

[if] Cenforis judicium ni- mad veriio ilia ignominiadifla 

hil fere damnato afFert prae- eft. Fragment, e lib. 4. de 

ter ruborem. Itaque quod Repub. ex Noniq. 
pmnis ea jadicatio verlatur [0] In Verr. 5. 14. 
f;in(unimodq in nomine, ani- 
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Mdil^ip [ j>] : and Verres is faid to have fop- 
plied his friends Hortenfius and Metellus ^yith 
all the Jinc fiaiues of which he had plundered Phi 
Provinces [ j], 

Severai- of thegreateft men of Cicero's time 

had diftinguilhed themfelves by an extraordinary 

erpcncc and magnificence in this magiftracy ; Lu- 

cullus, Scaurus, Lentulus, Hortenfius [r], and 

C. Antonius ; who, though expelled fo lately from 

the Senate, entertained the City this year with 

fiage plays ^ whofi fcenes were covered with Jilver ; 

in which he was followed afterwards by Murena [j] : 

yet J. Caefar outdid them all ; and in the fports 

exhibited /(V his Father^ s Funeral^ made the whole 

furniture of the 'Theater of folid Jilver , fo that wild 

kqfts voere then firfl feen to tread on that metal [/] : 

but the cxcefs of his expenfe was but in proportion 

to the excels of his ambition ; for the reft were 

onely purchafing the Confulfhip, he the Empire. 

Gicero took the middle way, and obferved the 

rule which he prefcribed afterwards to his fon. of 

on Ixpenfe agreeable to his circumjiances [u] ; fo as 

[/] Omnia iignf* tabulas. Mox, quod etiam in mu- 

ornameptorom qaod fuperfuit nicipiis imiuntur, C. Anto- 

in fanis Sc communibus locis, nius ludos fceoa argeDtea fe- 

tota e Graecia atque Infulis cit ; item L. Murena. Plin. 

omnibus, honoris populi Rom. Hift. N. 32. 3. 

caafa — deportavit. FroDom. [t] Cseiar, qui pofte Die- 

ad Pont 43. tator fuit, primus in iEdili- 

\q] Afconius. tate, muhere patris funebri* 

V] De Of&c. 2. 16. omni apparata arenas argen- 

'j] Ego qui trinos Ipdos teo nfus eft, ferafque argen- 

j£dilis feceram, taxpen An- teis vafis incedere turn pri- 

tonii ludis commovcbar. Ti- mum vifum. Ibid, 

bi, qui cafu nuUos faceras, [u] Quare fi poftulatur a 

nihil hujttsidamipran), quam populo — faciendum eft, qiodo 

tuirrides, argenteam fcenam pro facultatibus ; nos ipfi uc 

adverfatam putas? Pro Mu- fecimus. DeOfiic. 2.17. 
rca. 20. 

I 4 neither 
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neither to hurt his charafter by a fordid illibcra- 
lity, nor his fortunes by a vain oftentation of 
magnificence ; fince the one, by making a man 
odious, deprives him of the power of doing, 
good ; the other, by making him necefficous, 
puts him under the temptation of doing ill: 
thus Mamercus, ly declining the jEdileJhip through 
frugality^ loft the Confuljhip [x] : and Casfar, by 
his prodigality, was forced to repair his own ruin 
by ruining the Republic. 

But Cicero's popularity was built on a more 
folid foundation, the affection of his Citizens, 
from a fenfe of his merit and fervices ; yet in 
compliance with the cuftom and humor of the 
City, he furmjhed the three folemn Jhews above^ 
mentioned^ to the entire fatisfaSiion of the people: 
an cxpenfe which he calls little^ in refpeSl of the 
great honors ivhicb he had received from them [j^]. 
The Sicilians, during his Mdilefhip^ gave him 
cfFedlual proofs of their gratitude, by fupplying 
him largely with all manner of provifions, which 
their ifland afforded, for the ufe of his table and 
the public feafts, which he was obliged to provide 
in this magiftracy : but inftead of making any 
private advantage of their liberality, he applied 
the whole to the benefit of the poor ; and by the help of 
this extraordinary fupply contrived to reduce the price 
of viiluals in the Markets [z]. 

HoRTENSius was one of the Confuls of this 
yeqir ; which produced nothing memorable but the 
dedication of the Capitol by ^ Lutatius Catulus. It 
had been burnt down in Sylla's time, whounder- 
tpok the care of rebuilding it, but did not live to 

[x] Ibid. exiguusfamtas^dilitatisfuit. 

[y] Narp pro amplitudine Ibid, 
honorum, quos cundlis fuf- [z] Plutarch. Jn Cic. 
fragies adept! fumusr— fane 

'I 



Hoc tamen felicitati 
efiufle confefTus eft» 
)apitolium non dedica- 
Plin. Hift.N. 7. 43. 
im vidor Sylla fafce* 
qoe tamen dedicavit : 
Dm felicitati negatum. 
Hift. 3. 72. 
The following Infcrip- 
is found in the ruins 
Capitol^ and is fup- 
ly fome to be the vtry 
\ which Catulus put 
rhere it remained, as 
I fays, to the time of 
f. Ibid. 

LVTATIVS CL F. 
. CATVLVS. COS. 
i-RVCTIONEM. ET 
l^LARIVM.EXS.C. 
^NDVM. CVRAV. 
Quod primus omnium 
Q^ Catulus, cum Ca- 
Bi dedicaret. Plin. 19. 
n fua aetas varie de Ca- 
dUimaverity quod ce- 
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iniflied, which he lamented in his laftillnefs, 
onely thing wanting to complete his felicity [a]. 
I death that charge fell to Catulus, as being 
1 at the time, who dedicated it this fummer 
Treat pomp and folemnity, and had the ho- 

have his name infcribed on the front [^]. 

the occafion of this Feftival, he is faid to 
introduced fome inftances of luxury not 
1 before in Rome, of covering the area, in 

the people fat, with a purple veil imitating 
or of the Jky^ and defending from the injuries; 

arid of gilding the tiles of this noble fabric, 

were made of copper : for though the ciel- 
f Temples had before been fometimes gjdt^ 
s was the frjl ufe of gold on the outftde of ary 
g- \c\ Thus the Capitol^ lijce all ancient 

gulas sereas Capitolii inauraf- 
let primus. lb. 33.3. Though 
Pliny calls Catulus the firft in- 
ventor of thcfe purple veils, 
yet Lucretius, who, as fome 
think, died in this year, or, 
as others more probably, a- 
bout fixteen years after, fpeakt ' 
of them as of common ufe in 
all the Theaters. 
Carbafus ut quondam mag- 

nis intenta Theatris. 

Lib. 6. 108. 
Et vulgo faciunt id lutea, 

rufTaque vela, 
Et ferrngina cum magnis 

intenta Theatris, 
Per malos volgata, trabefque 

trementia flucant. 

Lib. 4. 73. 

J. Caefar covered the whole 
Forum with them, and the 
later Emperors the Amphi- 
theaters, in all their fhews of 
Gladiators and other fporis. 
Dio. 1. 43. 

ftruiJlures, 
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ftrudures, rofe the more beautiful! from it's ru* 
jns ; which gave Cicero an opportunity of pay- 
ing a particular compliment to Catulus in Ver- 
fcs*s trial, where he was one of the Judges ; for 
Verres having intercepted, as it is faid above, 
the rich Candlcftick of King Antiochus, which 
was defigned for the Capitol^ Cicero after he had 
charged him with it, takes occafion to fay, ^* I 
•^ addrefs myfelf here to you, Catulus, for I am 
•* fpeaking of your noble and beautiful] monu- 
** ment : it is your part to fhew no? onely the 
•« feverity of a judge, but the animofity of an 
** accufer. Your honor is united with that of 
•' this Temple, and, by the favor of the Senate 
•* and people of Rome, your name is confecrated 
•* with it to all pofterity : it muft be your care 
«* therefore that the Capitol^ as it is now reilor^ 
«* more fplendidly, may be furnifhed alfQ more 
<' richly than it was before : as if the fire had 
*» been fent on purpofe from heaven, not to dc- 
** ftroy the Temple of Jupiter, but to require 
«* from us one more (hining and magnificeat 
«' than the former [^].** 

In this year Cicero is fuppofed to have defend- 
ed Fonteius and Csecina. Fonteius had been 
Prator of the Narbonefe Gaul for three years, an^ 
was afterwards accufed by the people of the Pro- 
vince and one of their Princes, Induciomarus, of 
greai opprejfion and exaSiions in his government:* 
and efpecially of impojing an arbitrary tax on tJbe 
exportation of their wines. There were two hear- 
ings in the caufe, yet but one fpeech of Cicero's 
remaining, and that fo imperfcd:, that we can 
hardly form a judgement either of the merit, or 
the iffue of it. Cicero allows the chargp of tJbe 
'ivines to be a heavy one^ if true \e\ •, and by hi is 

[</] In Vcrr. 4. 31. [<?] Pro Fontcio, 5. 

method 
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method of defenfe one would fufpeft it to be fo, 

fince bis pains are chiefly employed in exciting an 

averfion to the accufers, and a compaffion to the 

criminal. For, to deftroy the credit of the wit- 

nclics, be rcprefents the whole nation, " a$ a 

" drunken, impious, faithlefs people j natural 

'• enemies to all religion, without any notion of 

•* the fanftity of an oath, and polluting the altars 

** of their Gods with human facrifices : and what 

" faith, what piety, fays he, can you imagine to 

" be in thofe, who think that the Gods are to be 

" appeafed by cruelty and human blood [/J ?*• 

And to raife at laft the pity of the Judges, he urges 

in a pathetic peroration tbe interceffion and tears of 

FcKteius's JJier^ one of the Veftal virgins^ who was 

then prefent ; oppofing the pety and prayers of 

tins hofy fuppliant^ to tbe barbarity and perjuries of 

tbe impious Gauls ; and admonijhing the Bench of 

tbe danger and arrogance of flighting the fust of one^ 

whofe petitions^ if the Gods Jhould rye£l^ they them- 

felves muft all be undone, ^c. [g']. 

The caofe of Caecina was about the right of 
fiictdfion to a private eftate, which depended 
m a fitbtle point of law [h]^ arijing from the inter- 
pretaiion of tbe Prator^s interdiii : it ftiews how- 
ever his exadt knowledge and Ikill in the civil 
law, and that his public charader and employ- 
ment gave no interruption to his ufual diligence 
in pleading caufes. 

After the expiration of his jEdikJhip he loft 
Ms Coufin Lucius Cicero, the Jate companion of 
his journey to Sicily -, whofe death he laments 
with all the marks of a tender affeftion, in the 
following letter to Atticus. 

[/] Ibid. 10. Caecina, de verbis interdidi 

\{\ Ibid. 17. fuit: res involucas definiendo 

[f>\ Tota mihi caafa pro cxplicavimus. Orator. 29. 

" You, 
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" You, who of all men know me the bcft, will 
** cafily conceive how much I have been affliAed, 
*^ and what a lofs I have fuftained both in mj 
" public and domeftic life : for in him I had cvc- 
** ry thing which could be agreeable to a man, 
*^ from the obliging temper and behaviour of 
^' another. I make no doubt therefore, but that 
•* you alfo are afFcAcd with it, not onely for the 
♦• (hare which you bear in my grief, but for your 
•* own lofs of a relation and a friend, accom- 
•* plifhed with every virtue 5 who loved you, as 
*• well from his own inclination, as of what he 
*' ufed to hear of you from me, fcfr." [/]. 

What made his kinfman*s death the more un- 
lucky to him at this junfture was the want of his 
help in making intereft for the 'Pratorftnpy for 
which he now offered himfelf a candidate, after 
the ufual interval of two years [^], from the time 
of ^his being chofen Mdtle : bwt the City was in 
fuch a ferment all this fummer, that there was like 
to be no eleftion at all : the occafion of it arofe 
from the publication of fome new laws^ which were 
utterly difliked and fiercely oppofed by the Senate. 
The firft of them was propofed in favor of Pompcy 
by A. Gabinius, one of the Tribuns, as a teftimony 
of their gratitude, and the firft fruits as it were of 
that power which he had reftored to them. It 
was to grant him an extraordinary commffion ftar 
quelling the Pirates^ who infefied the coajts and na- 
vigation of the Mediterranean^ to the difgrace of 
the Empire, and the ruin of all commerce [/] ; 
by which an abfolute command was conferred upon 

[/] Ad Attic. 1.5. non fe aut mortis aut fervita- 

[i] Ut ii ^dilis fuifTes, tis periculo committeret, cum 

poft bienniam tuus annus ef- aut hieme aut referto prsedo- 

iex. Ep. fain. 10. 25. num mari navigarct? Pro leg. 

[/] Quis navigavity qui M^nil. 11. 

iW«ar 
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bim through all ibe Provinces bordering on that fea^ 
as far as fifty miles within land. Thcfe Pirates 
were grown fo ftrong, and fo audacious, that they 
had taken fevcral Roman Magijirates and EmbaJJa- 
dm prifoncrs^ made fomt Juccefsfull defcents on liafy 
jffdf and burnt the navy of Rome in the very port 
ifOftia [w]. Yet the grant of a power fo exor- 
bitant and unknown to the laws was ftrenuoufly 
oppofed by Catulus, Hortenfius, and all the other 
chiefs of the Senate, as dangerous to the public 
libcirty, nor fit to be entrufted to any fingle per- 
fon: they alledged, <^ That thefe unufual grants 
" were the caufe of all the mifery that the Re- 
^ ** public had fufFered from the Profcriptions of 
[ " Marius and Sylla, who, by a perpetual fuccef- 
" fion of extraordinary commands, were made 
'^ too great to be controuled by the authority of 
'* the laws ; that though the fame abufe of power 
* ** was not to be apprehended from Pompey, yet 
" the thing itfelf was pernicious, and contrary to 
" the conftitution of Rome ; that the equality of 
" a Democracy required, that the public honors 
** fhould be fhared alike by all who were worthy 
" of them ; that there was no other way to make 
** men worthy, and to furnifh the City with a 
" number and choice of experienced command- 
** ers : and if, as it was faid by fome, there were 
" really none at that time fit to command but 
" Pompey, the true reafon was, becaufe they 

[«] Qai ad vos ab exteris com mod urn, atque ill am la« 

nationibus venirent, qaerar, bem Sc ignominiam Reipub. 

com leeati populi Romani querar, cum prope infpec- 

redempti Tint f Mercatoribas tantibus vobis, daffit ea, cai 

tatum mare non fuifTe dicam, Conful populi Romani prx. 

com daodecim fecures in po- pofitus eflet, a przdonibus 

teftatem praedonum pervene* capta atque oppreiTa eft ? lb. 

riat f-— Quid ego Oltienfe in* 12. 

•* would 
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" would fufFcr none to command but Pom- 
•• pey [»]." All the friends of Lucullus were 
particularly adlive in the oppoficion ; apprehend- 
ing, that this new commiflTion would encroach 
upon his Province and command in the MUbdr 
datic wtir : (o that Gabinius, to turn the populy 
clamor on that fide, got a plan of the magw^ei^ 
Palace^ winch Lucullus was buildings painted upoH 
a banner^ and carried about the ftreets by his mi ^ 
to intimate^ that he was making all that expence mt 
of the fpoils of the Republic [o]. 

Catulus, in fpeaking to the peopk agaioft 
this law, demanded of them. If every thing muji 
needs be committed to Pompey^ what they would Jk 
if any accident Jhould befall him? Upon which, as 
Cicero fays, he reaped the juft fruit of bis virtue^ 
when they all cried out with one voice j that their Se*- 
pendence would then be upon him [^]. PowfCj 
himfclf, who was naturally a great dijfembler^ af- 
fcdcd not onely an indifference, but a diflike » 
the employment, and begged of the people to confer 
it on feme body elfe ; and after all the fatigues wbiA 
be had undergone in their fervice^ to give him leave 
to retire to the care of his domeftic affairs^ and fptsn 
him the trouble and odium of fo iwmMous a cmwf- 
fion \<i\. But this feeming felf -denial gave a han- 
dle only to his friends to extoll his modefty and 
integrity the more effectually ; and fince there 
had been a precedent for the law a few years bc- 

\n\ Dio. I. 36. p. 15. reret, fi 10 nno Co. Pompeio 

[0] Tuaurium ut jam vide- omnia ponerctisy fi qnid co 

atur ciie ilia villa, quam ipfe fadam eCet» in quo fpem ef- 

Tribunos plebis pi^am olim fetis habitori ? — Cepit mag- 

in concionibus explicabati DumfQ2virtacisfrudlam,cam , 

quo fortilfimum ac rummum omnes ana prope voce, in co 

civrm — in invidiam vocarec. ip(b vot fpem babiturot eflfi 

Pro Sext. 45. diziftis. Pro leg. Man. so. , 
[/] Qui cumcxTobisqax-. [f] Dio. L 36. p. 11. 

fore, 
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fere, in fiavor of a man much inferior both in me- 
rit and intereft, M. Antonius [r], it was carried 
againft the united authority of all the Magiftrates^ 
but with the general inclination of the people: 
when Jrom the greattfi fear city of framjum wUcb 
hid itm known for a long time in Rome^ the iredH 
ifPan^*s name funk the price of them at xmce^ us 
if plenty had been aSuaily reftored \s\ But though 
the Senate could not binder the law, yet they had 
their revenge on Gabinius, the author of it, by 
pitvcnting his being chofen one of Pompcy's Zi«f- 
teiuMi^ which was what he chiefly aimed ait, and 
what Pdmpey himfelf follicitod {/] : though Pon>- 
pey probably made him amends for it in fome 
other way; fince, as Cicero fays, be was fo necef- 
film at this time^ andfo profligate^ tbat^ if be bad 
not tarried bis law^ be muft have turned Pirate bstn^ 
fdf [u]. Pompey had a fleet of flve hundred fail 
albwed for this expedition, with twenty four Ueu^ 
ttJumts chofen out of the Senate [x'] ; whom he 
difttibuted fo fkillfully through the fevreral ftations 
of the Mediterranean, that inlefs than fifty days he 
ime the Pirates out of all their lurking holes^ and 
h four ^months put an end to the whole war: for he 
did not prepare for it till the end of winter, fet out 

\f\ Sed idem hoc ante bi- uturna pax efiicere potaineC. 

CDiUQm in M. Antonii prae. Pro leg. Man. 15. 
toa decretura. Veil. Pat. [/] Ne legaretur A. Gabi- 

2. 31. nius Cn. Pompeio expetenci 

[i] Quo die a vobis xnari- ac poftalanti. lb. 19. 
tilno belle prxpofitus eft im- \u\ Nifi rogationem de pi- 

perator» tanta repente vilitas ratico bello tuliiTet, profedlo 

anooDS ex fumma inopia & egeftate ac improbitate co* 

caricate i*iei fruraentarite con- adus piraticam ipfe feciiTet. 

fecilta eft, unios hominis fpe Poft redtt, in Senat. 5. ^ 
& nomine, qaantutn vix ex \x'\ Plutarch, in Pomp, 
fofflma ttb^tdte agrorom di- 
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upon it in the beginning of fpring^ and finijhed it in 
the middle of fummer [y\. 

A SECOND law was publifhed by L. Otho, /ir 
^be affignment of diJlinS feats in the Theaters to the 
Equef^n order^ who ufed before to fit promiicQ- 
oufly with the populace : but by this hwfourtem 
raws of benches^ next to thofe of the Senators^ wen 
to be appropriated to their ufe ; by which be feewrU 
to them^ as Cicero fays, both their dignity affdtbdr 
pkafure [z]. The Senate obtained the fame pri- 
vilege of feparate feats about an hundred years be- 
fore, in the ConfuKhip of Scipio Afiricanus, nbidf 
highly difgufted the people^ and gave occajion^ fiys \ 
Livy, as all innovations are apt to do^ to much de- 
bate and cenfure ; for many of the wiferfort condemud 
allfucb diftinSions in a free City^ as dangerous to the 
public peace: and Scipio himfelf afterwards r^entd^ 
and blamed himfelf for fuffering it [a]. Otho'slaw, 
we may imagine, gave ftill greater ofience, as it 
was a greater affront to the people, to be rCf 
moved yet farther from what of all things they 
were fondeft of, theftght of plays andfhews : it was 
carried however by the authority of the Tribun, 
and is frequently referred to by the ClaJ/ic writers^ 

[y] Ipfe aoteniy ut aBrun- [a] P. Africanus ille fape* 

diho profedlus eft, undequin- rior, ut dicitur, non folao t 

quageiiroo die tocam ad im- fapientiffimis hominibas, qu 

perium populi Roman! Cili- turn erant, verom etiam t 

ciam adjunxit — ita tantum feipfo faepe accufatos eft> 

bellum — Cn. Pompeius ex- quod cum Conful efiet — paf- 

trema hieme apparavit, ine- fus eiTet turn primum a po- 

unte vere fufcepit, media pulari confeflti fenatoria fub« 

sdace confecit. Pro leg. fellia feparari. Pro Cornel. 

Man. 12. I. Fragment, ex Afconio* 

[z] L. Otho, VII fortis, [Liv. 1. 34. 54.] Ea res •• 

sneus neceflarios, Equeftrior. vertit vulgi animum & Civo- 

dini reftituit non folum dig- rem Scipioni^ vehemeDlCf 

nicatem, fed etiam volupta. qaalTavit. Val. M^y 2. 4. 
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as an slA very memorable, and [i] what thaide 
much noife in it's time. 

C. Cornelius alfo, another Tribun, was pufhinfr 
fetward a third law^ of a graver kind, to probibti 
hibery in ekSions hy the faniiion of the fe^efi pe^ 
iiilHes : the rigor of it highly difpleafed the Senate, 
trbbfe warm oppofition raifed great difbrders ih 
lUt City, fo that all other bulinefs was interrupt- 
ed, the eledlions of magiftratcs adjourned, and the 
Confuls forced to have a guard. The mattef how- 
ever was compounded, by moderating the feve- 
rity of the penalties in a new law offered bf the 
Confuls, which was accepted by Cornelius, and 
en^ed in proper form under the title of (he Cal^ 
fwrman law^ from the name of the Conful C. Cal- 
pumius Pifo [r]. Cicero fpeaks of it ftill asrigo^ 
mfy drawn [J] ; for befides a pecuniary fine, it 
rendered the guilty intapaile of any public office or 
flace in the Senate. This Cornelius fcems to have 
bcco a brave and honcft Tribun, though fome- 
what too fierce and impetuous in aflerting the 
r^hts of the Citizens ; he publiflied another law, / 
to prohibit any marfs being abfohedfrom the obliga- 
im of the lawSy except by the authority of the feo^ 
jk\ which, though a part of the old conftitution, 
had long been uibrped by the Senate, who dif- 
pcnfed with the laws by their own decrees, and 
ihofe often made clandeftinely, when a few onely 
were privy to them. The Senate being refolved 
not to part with fo valuable a privilege, prevailed 
^th another Tribun to inhibit the publication of 

[V\ — fedilibofque magnus fUnxit, Othoni. 
in primis Eques Juv. ^. 159., 

Otkone contempto fedctT— ~ [c] Dio, 1. 36. c. 18* 

Hor. £p. 4. 15. [^] Erat eniro feverillime 
fcnpca Calpurnia. Pro Mur. 
Siclibiti2m¥ano, qtii oos di- 23. 

Vol. I. X «, 
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it, when it came to be read ; upon which Corne- 
lius took the book from the Clerk, and read it 
himfelf. This was irregular, and much inveigh- 
ed againft, as a violation of the rights of the Tri^ 
bunate •, fo that Cornelius was once more forced to 
compound the matter by a milder law, forbidding 
,the Senate to pafs any fuch decrees^ unUfs when tw$ 
hundred Senators were prefent [e\. Thefe diftur^ 
bances however proved the occafion of an unex- 
pefted honor to Cicero, by giving him a more 
ample and public teftimony of the people's affec- 
tion; for in three different affemblies convened for 
the choice of PratorSy two of which were diffohei 
without effe£i^ he was declared every time the firfL 
Prator^ by the fuffr ages of all the Centuries [/], 

The Praetor was a magiftrace next in dignity ta 
the Ccnfuls^ created originally as a collegue or af- 
iiftant to them in the adminiftration of Jufticc, 
and to fupply their place alfo in abfence [^]. At 
firft there was but one ; but as the dominion and' 
affairs of the Republic encreafed, fo the number of 
Pr if tors was gradually enlarged from one to eight. 
They were chofen not as the inferior magiftrates, 
by the people voting in their Tribes^ but in their 
Centuries as the Confuls and Cenfors alfo were. In 
the firft method, the majority of votes in each Tribe 
determined the general vote of the Tribe^ and a ma- 
hrity of Tribes determined the ekcUon^ in which the 
meaneft citizen had as good a vote as the beft: 
but in the fecond the balance of power was thrown 
into the hands of the better fort, by a wife con- 
trivance of one of their Kings, Servius Tullius ; 
who divided the whole body of the Citizens into a 

[^] Afcanii argument, pro tor primus centuriis candit 
Cornelio. renunciatus fum. Pro leg. 

[/] Nam euro propter dl- Manil. i. 
lacioiicm ccmiiiorum ter Pia;. [^] Aul. Gellius, 13.- 15. 

hundred 
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fUndred and ninety three Centuries^ according to d 
')enfu5 or valuation of their ejlates ; and then reduced 
befe Centuries into Jix Clajfes according to the fame 
ide^ af/igning to the jirft or richefl Clafs ninety fe- 
m of thefe Centuries^ or a majority of the whole 
mmber : fo that if the Centuries of the firft Clafs 
greed, the affair was over, and the votes of all 
:hc reft infignificant \h\ 

The bufinefs of the PrsEtors was to prefide and 
ludge in all caufes, efpecially of a public or crimi- 
nal kindj where their feveral jufifdidlions were af- 
figned to them hy lot SJ\ % and it fell to Cicero's 
\% fit upon anions of extortion and rapine^ brought 
qainjl Magijlrates and Governors of Provinces [^], 
in which, he tells us himfelf, he had aSfed as an 
accufer, fat as a judge^ and preftded as Prator [/J. 
In this office he acquired a great reputation of in- 
tcgrity by the condemnation of Licinius Macef, ^ 
pcrfon of Pratorian dignity and great eloquence^ whd 
would have made an eminent figure at the Bar^ if his 
abilities had not beenfullied by the infamy of a vicious 
life [m]. " This man, as Plutafch relates it, de- 
•* pending upon his intereft, and the influence of 
*• CrafTus, who fupported him with all his power, ' 
" was fo confident of being acquitted, that with- 
** out waiting for fentence, he went home to drefs 
*' himfelf, and, as if already abfolvcd, Was re* 
** turning towards the Court in a white gown ; 
*^ but being met on his way by Craflus, and in- 

[b] From this divifion of [k] Poftalatar apud me 

tHe people into C/r/^a, the Prjetorem primum de pecu- 

Vord Clascal, which we now niid repetundis. Pro Corneh 

«pply to writers of the lirft 1. fragm. 

^aok, is derived : for it fig- [/] Accufavi de pecuniis 

iiified originally perfons of /j6/ repetundis, Judex fedi, Prae- 

fiffiCla/s, all the rell being tor quaefivi, &c. Pjo Kabir, 

iWcd infra CUffem, lb. 7. 13. Poft. 4. 

[/] In Vcrr.Aa. 1. 8. [w] Brutus, 352. 
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<< formed that he was condemned by the unani- 
" mous fufFrage of the Bench, he took to his bed, 
** and died immediately." The ftory is told dif- 
ferently by other writers: ** That Macer was 
*• adually in the Court expe<5ling the iflue; but 
*• perceiving Cicero ready to give judgement 
*' againft him, he fent one to let him know that 
** he was dead, and (topping his breath at the 
** fame time with an handkerchief, inllantly ex- 
" pired ; fo that Cicero did not procede to fen- 
•* tence, by which Macer*s eftate was faved to his 
•* fon Licinius Calvus, an orator afterwards of 
•* the firft merit and eminence [»]," But from 
Cicero's own account it appears, that after treat- 
ing Macer in the trial with great candour ande^ty^ 
he aSually condemHed him with the univerfal appro- 
bation of the people \ and ^d himfelf much more ho- 
nor andfervke hy it^ than he could have reaped^ he 
fays, hy Macer* s friend/hip and interefty if be bai 
acquitted him [0]. 

Manilius, one of the new Tribuns, no fooner 
entered into his ofHce, than he raifed a frefh di* 
fturbance in the City, by the promulgation of t 
Jaw for granting to flaves fet free a right of votiff 
among the Tribes ; which gave fo much fcandal to 
all, and was fo vigoroufly oppofed by the Senate, 
that he was prcfently obliged to drop it [p] : but 
being always venal^ as Velleiiis fays, and the tool of 
other men^s power ^ that he might recover his credit 
with the people, and engage the favor of Pom- 
pey, he propofed a fecond law, that Pompey, 

[;?] Plutarch. Cic. Valer. Popaliexiftimatione^illodiffl* 

Max 9 12. naco, cepimus, quam ex ip* 

\o\ Nos hie incredibili ac (lur, ii ab/olutas eflet, gratii 

finguiari populi voluntate de cepifTemus. Ad Att. 1.4. 
C. Macro tranfegimus : cui [^] Afcon. in Orat. pro 

cum sequi fuiflemus, tamen Cornel. Dio. 1. 36. 20. 
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who was then in Cilicia extinguijhing the remains of 
the Piratic war^ Jbould have the government of Afia 
added to his conmij/ion^ with the command of the 
hbtbridatic war^ and of all the Roman armies in 
tbofe farts [q]. It was about eight years fmce Lu- 
cullus was firfl fent to that war, in which, by a 
feries of many great and glorious aAs, he had ac- 
quired reputation both of courage and conduft, 
qual to that of the greateft Generals : he had 
driven Mithridates out of his kingdom ofPontus^ and 
gained feveral memorable viftories againft him, 
though fupported by the whole force of Tigranes, 
the moft potent Prince of Afia ; till his army, 
harafled by perpetual fatigues, and debauched by 
Itts factious officers, particularly by his brother in * 
law young Clodius [r], began to grow impatient 
of his diliipline, and to demand their difcharge. 
Their difafleftion was ftill encreafed by the un- 
lucky defeat of one of his Lieutenants, Triarius ; 
who, in a rafli engagement with Mithridates, was 
deftroyed with the lofs of his camp, and the befl: 
of his troops : fo that as foon as they heard that 
Glabrio, the Conful of the loft year^ was appointed 
U Juccede him^ and aSually arrived in Afia^ they 
lHX)ke out into an open mutiny, and refufed to 
iiJllow him any farther, declaring themfelves to 
be no longer his foldiers : but Glabrio, upon the 
news of thefe diforders, having no inclination to 
enter upon fo troublefome a command, chofe to 
ji9p Jhort in Bithynia^ without ever going to the 
mv [s]. 

[f] Semper venalis, & culii follicitato per nefandum 

max minifter potentise, le- fcelos, fugit illinc. De Aru- 

Em to1ic» ut bellam Mithri- fpicum reiponf. 20. Platarch. 

ticom per Cn. Pompeium in Lucall. 

adminiftrarctur, Veil, P«. [i] Pro leg. Manil. 2. 9. 

2. 33. Platarch. ib. Dio* ]. 36* 

[rj Poft, czercitD L, to- p. 7. 
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This mutinous fpiric in LucuUus's troops, an( 
the lofs of his authority with them, which Glabric 
was ftill lefs qualified to fuftain, gave a reafonabh 
pretext to Manilius's law\ and Pompey's fucccfi 
againft the Pirates^ and his being upon the fpot 
with a great army, made it likewife the more 
plaufible : fo that after a (harp contefl: and oppo- 
fition from fome of the bed and greateft of the 
Senate, the Tribun carried his point, and got the 
law confirmed by the people. Cicero fupportcd 
It with ail his eloquence, in a fpeech from tU 
Roftra^ which he had never mounted till this oc- 
cafion : where, in difplaying the charadter of 
pompey, he draws the pidure of a confummatc 
General, with all the ftrength and beauty of colors, 
which words can give. He was now in the carecE 
of his fortunes, and in fight as it were of theCoD' 
fuKhip, the grand objeft of his ambition ; fo that 
his conduft was fufpedled to flow from an intcreftcd 
view of facilitating his own advancement, by pay- 
ing this court to Pompey *s power : but the reafons 
already intimated, and Pompey 's Angular charadlci 
of modefty and abftinence, joined to the fuperio- 
rity of his military fame, might probably convince 
him, that it was not only fafe, but neceffary at 
this time, to commit a war, which no body elfc 
Gould finifli, to fuch a General ; and a power, 
which no body elfe ought to be entrufted with, to 
fuch a m^n. This he himfelf folemnly affirms in 
ibeconclufion of his fpeech : ^' I call the Gods to 
** witnefs, i'ays he, and efpecially thofe whoprcr 
•* fide over this Temple, and infpeft the minds 
** of all who adminifter the public affairs, that I 
"«peither do this at the defire of any one, .nor to 
** conciliate Pompey -s favor, nor to procure froip 
** any man's greatnefs, either a fupport in dan- 
^* gers, or alfiftance in honors : for as to dangers 

*' Iftajl 
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•* I (hall rcpell them as a man ought to do, by 
" the protcftion of my innocence ; and for ho- 
** nors, I fhall obtain them, not from any fingle 
«* man, nor from this place, but from my uiual 
" laborioiis courfe of life, and the continuance 
« of your favor. Whatever pains therefore I 
" have taken in this caufe, I have taken it all, I 
" aflure you, for the fake of the Republic ; and 
" fo far from ferving any intereft of my own by 
"it, have gained the ill will and enmity ofma- 
" ny, partly fecret, partly declared ; unneceffary 
" to myfelf, yet not ufelefs perhaps to you : but 
<* after fo many favors received from you, and 
" this very honor which I now enjoy, I have 
" made it my refolution, Citizens, to prefer youf 
" wiU, the dignity of the Republic, and the 
" lafety of the Provinces, to all my own interefts 
" and advantages whatfoever [/]." 

J, Caefar alfo was a zealous promoter of this 
law; but from a different motive than the love* 
cither of Pompey, or the Republic: his defign 
was, td recommend himfelf by it to the peoplcy whole 
favor, he forefaw, would be of more ufc to him 
than the Senate's, and to caji a frejh load of envy 
an Pompey, which, by fome accident, rriight be 
improved afterwards to his hurt ; but his chief 
view was to make the precedent familiar^ that, what- 
ever ule Pompey miglit make of it, he himfelf 
might one day make a bad one [«]. For this is 
the common effect of breaking through the bar- 
rier of the laws, by which many flates have been 
ruined -, when, from a confidence in the abilities 
and integrity of fome eminent Citizen, they in- 
veft him, on prefTing occalions, with extraordi- 
nary powers, for the common benefit and defence 

[0 Pro leg. Manii. 24. [«J Dio. 1. 36. 21. 
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of the focicty : for though power fo entrufted Vfizj 
in particular cafes be of (ingujar fervice, and 
fometimes even neceffary ; yet the example is al- 
ways daogerous, furnifhing a perpetual pretenfe 
to the ambitious and ill defigning, to grafp at 
every prerogative which had been granted at any 
rime to the virtuous, till the fame power, which 
would fave a country in good hands, opprefles ic 
at lad in bad. 

Though Cicero had now full employment as. 
Prcetc}\ both in the affairs of ftate and public trials: 
yet he founJ time ftill to aft the Advocate^ as well 
as the Judge^ and not only to hear caufes in hi| 
own Tribunal, but to plead them alfo at the Tri- 
bunals of the other Prators. He now defended 
A. Cluentius, a Roman Knight of fplendid family 
and fortunes, accufed before the Praetor Q^Nafo, 
ofpoyfsning his father in law Oppianicus^ who a few 
years before had been tried and banijhedfor an attempt 
to pcyfon Cluentius. The oration, which is extant^ 
lays open a fcene of fuch complicated villainy^ if 
poyfonsy murther^ inceft^ fubormng witnejfes^ cor-^ 
rupting judges ^ as the Poets themfelves have never 
feigned in any one family j all contrived by the? 
tnother of Cluentius againft the life and fortune* 
of her fon : " But what a mother ! fays Cicero w 
•* one, who is hurried blindfold by the moftcrueC^ 
** and brutal paffions ; whofe luft no fenfe of (ham^ 
" reftrains ; who by the vicioufnefs of her mindL 
*' perverts "all the laws of men to the worft ends ^ 
" who afts with fuch folly, that none can take hcr^ 
** for a human creature ; with fuch violence, thal^ 
** none can imagine her to be a woman ; with- 
" fuch cruelty, that none can conceive her to' b^ 
" a mother ; one, who has confounded not onelj^ 
*^ the name and the rights of nature, but alJ th^ 
^* relations of it too : the wife of her fon in law W 
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** the ftepmother of her fon ! the invader of her 
•* daughter's bed ! in fhort, who has nothing left 
** in her of the human fpccies, but the mere 
« form [xy 

He is fuppofed to have defended feveral other 
criminals this year, though the pleadings are now 
loft, and particularly M. Fundanius; but what 
gives the moft remarkable proof of his induftry, 
is, that during bis Pralorjhip, as fome of the an- 
cient writers tell us, though he was in full prac- 
tice and exercife of (peaking, yet be frequented the 
fcbool of a celebrated Rhetorician^ Gnipho [j]. W« 
cannot fuppofe that his defign was to learn any 
thing new, but to preferve and confirm that per- 
fcftion which he had already acquired, and pre- 
vent awf ill habit from growing infenjibly upon him^ by 
exercifing himfelf under the obfervation of fo judicious 
a tnafter. But his chief view certainly was, to 
give fome countenance and encouragement to 
Gnipho himielf, as well as to the art which he 
profeiTed ; and by the prefcnce and authority of 
one of the firft Magiftrates of Rome, to infpire the 
young Nobles with an ambition to excell in it. 

When his Magidracy was juft at an end, Ma- 
nilius, whofe Tribunate expired a few days before, 
was accufed before him of rapine and extortion : 
and though ten days were always allowed to the 
criminal to prepare for his defence, he appointed 
the very next day for the trial. This ftartled and 
ofiended the Citizens, who generally favored Ma- 
nilius, and looked upon the profecution as the 
eS^ft of malice and refentment on the part oi the 
Senate, for his law in favor of Pompcy. The 

[x] ProCluent. 70. Praetura fungcrctur. Sueton. 

iy\ Scholam ejus claros de clar.Grammat. j. Macrob. 
viros frequentafle aiant; in Saturn. 3. it, 
^is M. Ciceronem eti^un cuni 

Tribwn^ 
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Tribuns therefore called Cicero to an account be- 
fore the people, for treating Manilius fo roughly \ 
who in defence of himfelf faid, That as it bad 
been his pra£lice to treat all criminals with humanity^ 
fo he had no dejign of a5iing otheruoife with Manilius^ 
but on the contrary had appointed that fhort day for 
the trialy becaufe it was the onely one of which be 
was majier ; and that it was not the part of thofe^ 
who wifhed well to Manilius^ to throw off the caufe 
to another Judge. This made a wondertull change 
in the minds of the audience, who applauding 
his conduft, defired then that he would undertake 
the defence of Manilius^ to which he confented ; 
und Jiepping up again into the Rojlra^ laid open the 
fource of the whole affair^ with many fever e refleSli- 
ens upon the enemies of Pornpey [z]. The trial 
however was dropt, on account of the tumults 
which arofe immediately after in the City, from 
fome new incidents of much greater importance. 

At the Confular eleSlion^ which was held this 
fummer, P. Autronius Paetus and P. Cornelius 
Sylla were declared Confuls ; but their eleftion 
was no fooner publiflied, than they were accufed- 
of bribery and corruption by the Calpiirnian law^ and 
being brought to trial, and found guilty before 
their entrance into office, forfeited the Confulfhip 
to their accufers and competitors, L, Manlius 
Torquatus and L. Aurelius Cotta. Catiline alfo, 
who from his Pr^etorfh^p had obtained the Province of 
AfriCy came to Rome this year to appear a candi- 
date at the eleftion, but being accufed oi extortion 
and rapine in that government, was not permitted 
by the Confuls to purfue his f»retenfions \_a\ 

[«] Plutarch, in Cic. inTog. cand. 

[tf] Qui tibi, cum L.Vol- Catilina, pecuniarum repc- 
catius Conful in confiliq fuif- tundarum reus, prohibitus Ct 
let, ne petendiquidem pote- rat peterc Confuiatura. Sail, 
iUtem ^^^ volueruuc. Orac . 1 8, 

ThI3 
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This difgrace of men fo powerfull and defpe- 
rate engaged them prefently in a confpiracy againji 
the Siate^ in which it was refolved to kill the new 
Confuls^ with feveral others of the Senate, and 
(hare the government among themfelves : but the 
cffeft of it wis prevented by fomc information 
given of the defign, which was too precipitately 
laid to*oe ripe for execution. Cn. Pifo, anauda- 
cious^ needy^ faSious young noblemani was privy to 
it [^] -, and, as Suetonius fays, two more of much 
greater weight, M. Craffus and J. Caefar ; the firfl: 
of whom was to be created DiSiator^ the fecond 
his Majler of the Horfe : but Craffus^ s heart failing 
Hw, either through fear or repentance^ he did not 
appear at the appointed time^ fo that Cafar would 
ruit give the Jignal agreed upon^ of letting his robe 
irspfrom hisfhoulder [r]. The Senate was parti- 
cularly jealous of Pifo, and hoping to cure his dif- 
affeftion by making him eafy in his fortunes, or 
to remove him at leaft from the cabals of his af- 
fociates, g^ivt him the government of Spain, at the 
inftance of Craffus, who ftrenuoufly fupported him 
as a determined enemy to Pompey. But before 
hisfctting out, Cafar and hearefaid to have en- 
tired into a new and feparate engagement y that the 
one Jhould begin fome dijiurbance abroad, while the 
other was to prepare and inflame matters at home : 

\h] Cn. Pifo, adolefcens natum adorirentur, & truci- 
nobiljs, fummae audacix, e- datis, qaos placitam clTet, 
gens, faftiofus — cum hoc Didtaturam Craffus invade- 
^'atilina & Autronius — con- ret, ipfe ab eo Magifter Equi- 
^iio communicate, parabant turn diceretur. — Craiium pee- . 
inCapitolio L. Cotcam & L. nitentia vel metu diem caedi 
1*orqaatam CofT. interficere. deilinaium non obiifTe, id- 
Hare cognitajrurfus in Nonas circo, ne Cxfarem ^guidem 
Feb. coniili*jm caedis tranflu- fignum^ quod ab eo ibsi con- 
lerant, Ibid. venerat, dediiTe. Suetoo. in 

[c] Ut principio anni Sc- J. Ca;f. 9. 

but 
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but this plot alfo was defeated by the unexpeded 
death of Pifo ; >yho was aiTaflfinated by the Spa- 
niards^ as fome fay, for his cruelly^ or, as others, 
iy Tempers clients^ and at the inftigation of Pompq 
himfclf[d]. 

Cicero, at the expiration of his Pr^torfbip^ 
would not accept any foreign Province [tf J, the ufual 
reward of that Magiftracy, and the chifef fruit 
which the generality propofcd from it. He had 
no particular love for money, nor genius for arms, 
fo tnat thofe governments had no charms for him: 
the glory which he purfued was to Ihine in the 
eyes of the City, as the Guardian of it's laws, and 
to teach the Magiftrates how to execute, the Citi- 
thcens how to obey them. But he was now pre- 
paring to fue for the Confulfhip^ the great objed of 
all his hopes ; and his whole attention was em- 
ployed how to obtain it in his proper year, and 
without a repulfe. There were two years necefla- 
rily to intervene between the Pr^etorfhip and &»- 
fulfhip: the firft of which was ufually fpent ia 
forming a general intereft, and foliciting for it as 
it were in a private manner ; the fecond in fuin^ 
for it openly, in the proper form and habit of 2m^ 
candidate. The afFedlion of the City, fo fignally^ 
declared for him in all the inferior fteps of honor^ 
gave him a ftrong prefumption of fuccefs in his pre — 
fent pretenfions to the higheft: but as he hacfc 
reafon to apprehend a great oppofition from the^ 
Nobility, who looked upon the public digniti 



[//] Pafluisque, at fimol entes, voluntate ejiu Pifbncimi* 
fons ille, ipfe Roms^ ad res aggreflbs. Sail. 19. 



novas confurgerent. Ibid. f^] Ta in provinciam ii» 

^ Sunt, qui dicant, imperia noluifli : Don poJTuin id in t^ 

ejus inj^4a — barbaros nequi- reprehendere, quod in meipfcv 

yilTe pari : alii autem, equites Prastor — probavi. fro M9-* 

illos^Cn. Pompeii vcterescli- rert. 20. 
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as a kind of birth-right^ and could not brook their 
being intercepted and fnatched from them by new 
men [/] 5 fo he refolvcd to put it out of theif 
power to hurt him, by omitting no pains which 
could be required of a candidate, of vifiting and 
Iblicitixig all the Citizens in perfon. At the elec- 
tion therefore of the Tribuns on thefi^ttMh of Julj^ 
where the whole City was affembled in the field of 
MarSf he chofe to make his firft effort, and to 
mix himfelf with the crowd, on purpofe to carefs 
and falute them familiarly by name ; and as foon 
as there was any vacation in the Foruntj which 
happened ufually in Auguji^ he intended to mak^ 
an excurfion into the Cifalpine GmU and in the 
diarafter of a Lieutenant to Pifo^ the Governor of 
it, ti) vifit the Towns and Colonies of that Province^ 
which was reckoned very ftrong in the number of 
it's votes, and fo return to Rome in January fol- 
lowing [g\ While he was thus employed in fuing 
fortheConfulfhip, L. Cotta, a remarkable lover 
of wine, was one of the CenforSy which gave oc- 
cafion to one of Cicero's jokes, that Plutarch has 
tranlinitted to us, that happening one day to be 
ivf with the fatigue of his talk, he called for a 
glafs of water to quench his thirft -, and when his 
Mends flood clofe around him as he was drinking, 
7i« do well^ fays he, to cover me^ left Cotta fhould 
(tnfiare me for drinking water. 

He wrote about the fame time to Atticus, then 
at Athens, to defire him to engage all that band 
of Pompcy*s dependents, who were ferving under 

[/] Non idem mihi licet [g] Quoniam videtur in 

^Qod iis» qui nobili genere fufFragiismulcumpofrcGallia^^ 

&ati fant, quibas omnia po- cam Romae a judiciis Forum 

piliRomani beneficia dormi- refrixerit^ excurremus menfe 

cntibusdeferantur. In Verr. Septerabri legati ad Pifoaem. 

5*70* AdAtt. x.i« 

him 
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him in the Mitbridatic war^ and by way of jeft 
bids him tell Pompey himfclf, that he would not 
take it ill of him, if he did not come inperfon to hit 
ekaion [1?]. Atticus fpent many years in this re- 
lidence at Athens, which gave Cicero an oppor- 
tunity of employing him to buy a great number 
of ftatues for the ornament of his feveral Villa's, 
cfpccially that at Tufculum, in which he took the 
greateft pleafure [i], for it*s delightful! fituation 
in the neighbourhood of Rome, and the conve- 
nience of an eafy retreat from the hurry and fa- 
tigues of the City : here he had built feveral rooms 
and galleries, in imitation of the Schools and For* 
ticd's of Athens^ which he called likewife by their 
Attic names of the Academy and Gymnajium^ and 
defigned for the fame ufe of Philofophical confe- 
rences with his learned friends. He had given 
Atticus a general commiflion to purchafe for him 
any piece of Grecian art or fculpture^ which was 
elegant and curious, efpecially of the literary kini^ 
or proper for the furniture of his Academy [k] y 
which Atticus executed to his great fatisfaSion, 
and fent him at different times feveral cargoes of 
ftatues, which arrived fafe at the port of Cajeta^ 
near to his Formian Villa [/] ; and pleafed him al- 
ways fo well, both in the choice and the price of 
them, that upon the receipt of each parcel he ftill 
renewed his orders for more. 

[ki] Illam manum tu xnihi Ibid. 5. 
cura ut prsftes, Pompeii no- [>f] Quicquid ejufdem ge^ 

llri amici. Nega me ei ira- neris habebis, dignum Aca- 

turn fore> ii ad mea comitia demia quod cibi vrdebitur, ne 

non venerit. Ibid. dubitaveris mictere, & arcs 

[/] Quae tibi mandavi, & noflrae confidito. Ad Ate. t. 

quae tu convenire intelliges 9. Vid. it. 5, 6, 10. 
Boftro Tufculano, velim, ut [/] Signa quae curafti, ea 

fcribis, cures: nos ex omni- futit ad Cajetam expoita* 

bus moleiliis & laboribus uno lb. ^. 



illo in loco conquiefcimus. 



^^ I HAVE 
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*« I HAVE paid, fays he, a hundred and fixty 
" four pounds, as you ordered, to your agen? 
" Cincius, for the Megaric ftatues. The Mer- 
" curies which you mentioned, of Pentelician 
" marble with brazen heads, give me already 
" great pleafure : Wherefore I would have you 
** lend me as many of them as you can, and as 
" foon as poffible, with any other ftatues and or- 
" naments which you think proper for the place, 
" and in my taft, and good enough to pleafe 
«" yours ; but above all, fuch as will fuit my 
" Gymnafium and Portico ; for I am grown fo ' 

" fond of ail things of that kind, that though 
" others probably may blame me, yet 1 depend 
" on you to aflift me [mY* 

Of all the pieces which Atticus fent, he feems 
to have been the moft pleafed with a fort of com-- 
found emblematical figuresy reprefenting Mercury 
and Minerva, or Mercury and Hercules jointly 
upon one bafe, called Hermatheoae and Hermc- 
raclse : for Hercules being the proper Deity of the 
Gjmnajium^ Minerva of the Academy ^ and Mercury 
common to both^ they exaftly fuited the purpofe for 
which hedefired them [«]. But he was fo intent 

[«] Ibid. 8. ftone, which was the emblem 

[»] Hcrmathcna tua me of Mercury, with the head of 

valdc deledlat. lb. i. Quod the other Deity, Miner^va or 

JidmcdeHermathena fcribis, Hercules upon it, of which 

per mihi gratum eft — quod & fort there are feveral dill ex^ 

Hermes commune omnium, tant, as we fee them defcribed 

& Minerva fmgulare eft in- in the books of Antiquities. 

£gne ejus gymnafii. lb. 4. But I am apt to think, that 

Signa noftra & Hermeraclas, the heads of both the Deities 

CQoi commodi£lme poteris, were fometimes alfo joined 

vclim imponas. lb. 10. together upon the fame pede- 

The learned generally take flal, looking different ways, as 

thcfe Hermeracla and Herma- we fee in thofe antique figures 

thitia to be nothing more which are now indifcrimi- 

th^D a tall fquare pedeftal of nately called Januis. 

on 
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on embellilhing thi3 Tufculan Villa with all forts of 
Grecian work^ that he fent over to Atticus ibe plans 
6f his ceilings^ which were of Stucco-work^ in order 
to befpeak pieces of fculpture or painting to be 
inferted in the compartments ; with the coiners of 
two of bis wells or fountains^ which accordtag to 
the cuftom of thofe times they ufed to form af- 
ter fome elegant pattern, and adorn with figures 
in relief [^]. 

Nor was he lefs eager in making a colledioa 
of Greek books^ and forming a library, by the fame 
opportunity of Atticus's help. This was Atticus's 
own paffion, who having free accefs to all the li- 
braries of Athens, was employing his flaves in 
copying the works of their beft writers, not onely 
for his own ufe, but for fale alfo, and the common 
profit both of the (lave and the mafter : for Atti- 
cus was remarkable above all men of his rank/flf 
a family of learned flaves^ having fcarce a foot-bvj 
in bis houfe^ who was not trained botb to read cd 
write for bim [p]. By this advantage he had 
made a very large colleclion of choice and curious 
books, and fignified to Cicero his delign of felling 
them •, yet feems to have intimated withal, tbat 
be expeSeda larger fumm for tbem than Cicero would 
eaftly fpare: which gave occaGon to Cicero to beg 
of him in feveral letters to referve the whole num- 
ber for him, till he could raife money enough for 
the purchafe, 

** Pray keep your books, fays he, for me, 
** and do not defpair of my being able to make 

[o] Prasterea typos tibi & plurimi librarii ; ut ne pc- 

mando, quos io te6lorio atri- diAequug qoidem qaifqnaoi 

oli poffim includere, & pute- efTet, qui non utramqae ho- 

alia figillata duo. Ibid. rum puJchre facere poflct/ 

[fl In ea crant pneri lite- Corn. Nep, in vita Attici 13. 
ratii&mi, anagnoda optirai, 

" them 
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'* them mine ; which if I can compafs, I (halli 
I* think myfelf richer than Craflbs, and dcfpife' 
" the fine Villa's and Gardens of them all [j].'* 
Again : ** Take care that you do not part with 
" your library to any man, how eager foever he 
** may be to buy it ; for I am fetting apart all my 
" little rents to purchafe that relief for my old 
" age [ry^* In a third letter, he fays, *' That he 
'^ had placed all his hopes of comfort and plea^^ 
" fure, whenever he (hould retire from bufinefs,? 
•* on Atticus's referving thefe books for him [j]/' 
But to return to the affairs of the City. Cicero 
was now engaged in the defenfe of C. Cornelius, 
who was acculed and tried for praSiices againji the 
jlate in bis late Tribunate^ before the Prsetor Qj 
Galliiis. This trial, which laded four days, was 
one of the moft important in which he had ever 
been concerned : the two Confuls prefided in it \ 
ttid all the chiefs of the Senate, Q^ Catulus, L. 
LuculJus, Hortenfius, &c. appeared as witnejfes 
igmft the criminal [/] ; whom Cicero defended^ as 
Quintilian fays, not onely witbjirong^ hutjhmng artnSi 
and with a force of eloquence, that drew acclama- 
iiens from the people [«.]. He publi(hed two Ora-* 
iim fpoken in this caufe, whofe lofs is a public 
detriment to the literary world, fince they were 

. [q\ Libros tuos conferva, modum biblibthecam nobis 

k noli defperare, eos me meos conficere pofiis. Omnem fpem 

facere pofle : qaod fi alTequor, deledacionis noftrae, quam 

ftpero Craifain diviciis, atqoe cum in otium venerimus, ha^ 

omniom vicos 8c praca con- bere volamas, in taa hama- 

tenmo. Ad Attic. 1.4. nitate poiicam habemus. I«* 

[r] Bibliotbecam taam bid. 7. 
tire coiquam defpondeas, [/] Afcon. Argom. 
fiamvis acrem amatorein in- [u\ Nee fortibus modo, 

reoeris. Ibid. 10. fed etiam fulgencibus prselia- 

[i] Velim Cogite^ id quod tus efl Cicero in caafa Co^- 

inihi pollicitus es> quemad- nelii. Lib. 8. 3. 

Vol. I. L reckoned 
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reckoned among the moft finiflied of his cothjpO^ 
fitions; he himfelf refers to them as fuch \x]\ 
and the old Critics have drawn many examples nom 
them of that genuin eloquence, which extorts nf* 
plaufe and excites admiration. 

C. Papius, one of the Tribuns, publilhed a 
law this year to oblige allftrangers to quit the City as 
one of his predeceffors, Pennus, had done like- 
wife many years before him. The reafon^ which 
they alledged for it, was the confufion occafioncd 
by the multitude and infolence of foreigners, who 
aflumed the habit and ufurped the rights of Citi- 
zens : but Cicero condemns all thefe laws as end 
and inhofpitable^ and a violation of the laws of ndfurt 
and humanity [y], 

Catiline was now brought to 2l vcidX for Us 
opprejjion in Afric: he had been folliciting Ciceio 
to undertake his defenfe \ who at one time waf 
much inclined, or determined rather to do it, for 
the fake of obliging the Nobles^ efpecially Caefar 
and Craffus, or of making Catiline at leaft his 
friend, as he fignifies in a letter to Atticus : " I 
" defign, fays he, at prefent to defend my com- 
" petitor Catiline : We have judges to our mind, 
' *' yet fuch as the accufcr himfelf is pleafed with: 
" I hope, if he be acquitted, that he will be the 
** more ready to ferve me in our common peti- 
" tion ; but if it fall out otherwife, I fhail bear it 
** with patience. It is of great' importance to mc 

r •* to have you here as foon as pofTible : for there's 

•' a general perfuafion, that certain Nobles of your 
"acquaintance will be againft me; and you, 1 
** know, could be of the greateft fervice in gain- 
** ing them over [zj." But Cicero changed hij 

[jt] Orator. 67, 70. inanum eft, De Offic. y 

\y\ Ufu vero urbis pro- 11. 
Iiibere pcrcgrinos fane ijahu- [x] Ad Attic, i, 2. 

mirtdj 
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Jnind, and did nt^ defend him \a^ ; upon a nearer 
view perhaps of his defigns and traiterous praftices; 
to which he feems to allude. When defcribing the 
art and diflimulation of Catiline, he declares, that 
w Umfelf was once almoft deceived hy him, fo as to 
take him for 41 good Citizen y a lover of bbnejl men^ a 
firm and faithfull friend J &c. [^]. But it is not 
ftrahge, that a (Candidate for the Confdlfhip, in the 
career of his kmbition, fhould think of defending 
t man of the firft rank and intercft in the City, 
when ail the Cohfular Senators, and even th Cofifut 
Vl»ifelfy Torquatus, appeared with him at the trial, 
iind gave teftimony in his favor. Whom Cicero 
icxcufed, when they were afterwards reproached 
with it, by bbferving, that they ha^ no notion of bis 
tretfons^ nor fujficion at that time of his conjpirdcy ; 
h^ out of mere humanity and compaffion defended a 
friend in Sftrefs^ and in that crijts of his dafiger ovet*- 
hked the tTrfanly of his life [t]. 
• His profecutor was P. Clodius, a young No- 
bleman as profligate as himfelf ; fo chat it was not 
difficult to make up matters with fuch an accufer^ 
wild for a fumm of money agreed to betray the 
caufe, and fufFer him to efcape [d] : which gave 
bccafion to what Cicero faid afterwards in a fpeech 
J^nft him in the Senate, while they were fuing 
together for the Confulfliip: Wretch! not to fee 
that thou art not acqtiittedy but referved onely to afe- 



ta\ Afcon. in Tog. candid, mine Confulares — affucruivr 
pj Meipfam^ me, inquam, Cacilinae, eumque laudarunt. 
fooodam ille paene decepit, Nulla cum patebat, nulla erac 
com & civis mihi bonus, & cognita conjaratio, &c. P/o 
opdmi cnjttfque cupidus, U Syll. 29. 
irmuft amicus Sc fidells vide- [f\ A Catilina pecuniam 
retor.. ProCselio, 6, accepit, utturpiffimep^2evari- 
[r] Accufati funt uco no- carciur. De Harufp. lefp. zo. 



s v.v- 
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verer trial and heavier punijhment [e]. It was in 
this year, as Cicero tells us, under the Confuls 
Cotta and Torquatus, that thofe prodigies happen- , 
cd, which were interpreted to portend the great 
dangers and plots^ that were now hatching agoing 
the State^ and broke out two years after ^ in Cicero's 
Conful/hip\ when the turrets of the Capitol^ tk 
Jiatues of the Gods^ and the brazen image of tie 
infant Romulus fucking the wolf wereftruck downhj 
lightning [/]. 

CiCKRO being now in his forty third yeoTj the 
proper age required by law [^], declared himfclf 



[#] O mifer, qai non fen* 
tiai illo judicio te non abfo- 
Itftum, veram ad aliquod fe- 
verius jadicium, ac majus fup- 
plicium refervatam. Orac. 
in Tog. cand. 

[/] Taftas eft ille etiam, 
qui banc urbem condidit, 
Romulus : quern inauratum 
in Capitolio parvum atque 
ladanteniy uberibas lupinis 
inhiantem fuifle meminiftis. 
In Catil. 3. 8. 

This fame figure^ as it is 
generally thought, formed in 
brafs, of the infants Romu- 
lus and Remus fucking the 
wolf, is ftill preferved and 
ihewn in the Capitoi^ with the 
marks of a liquefaction by a 
Aroke of lightning on one of 
the legs of the wolf. Cicero 
himfelf has defcribed the pro- 
digy in the following lines. 
Hie filveflris erat Romani 

nominis altrix 
Marcia ; quae parvos Mavortis 

(emine natos 
Uberibus gravidis vitali rore 
rigabac. 



Quse turn cum poeris flam- 

mato fulminis idta 
Concidit, atque avaUa pedom 

vefligia liquic. 

DeDivinat. 1.12. 

It was the fame ftatWi 
moft probably, whence Virgil 
drew his elegant defcription. 
— Gemiiios huic ubera cir* 

cum 
Ludere pendentes paeros, k 

lam be re matrem 
Impavidos. lUam tereti c^- 

vice reBexam 
Mulcere alternos, & corpora 

fingere lingua. 

iEneid. 8. 63 c • 
The martial twins benead^ 

their mother lay. 
And hanging on her dug^ 

with wanton play 
Securely fuck'd : whilft fhc 

rectinM her head 
To lick their tender Iimbf> 

and form them as they fed. 

[g] Nonne tertio & trice- 
fimo anno mortem obiitf qoie 
eft aetas, noftris legibus, de- 
cem annis minor, quam con^ 
fularis. Philip. 5. 17. 

a cgn^ 
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a Candidate for the Confulrtiip along with fix com- 
petitors, P. Sulpicius Galba, L. S/^rgius Catilina 
C. Antonius, L. Caflius LonginuSj' Q^ Cornificius^ 
C. Licinius Sacerdos. The two fir(t were Patri- 
dans^ the two next Plebeians^ yet noble ; the two 
laft the fons of fathers who badfirft imported the . 
fMic honors into their familits : Cicero was the 
onely new man among them, or one born of Equef- 
trian rank [h^. Galba and Cornificius were per- 
fons of great virtue and merit \ Sacerdos without any 
particular blemifh upon him\ Cajftus lazy and weak ^ 
but not thought fo wicked as he foon after appeared to 
h\ Antonius and Catiline^ though infamous in their 
Kves and charaSers^ yet by intrigue and faSlion bad 
acpdred a powerjull inter eft in the City^ and joined all 
Mr forces againft Cicero^ as their moft fornUdabk 
Mtagonift^ in which they were vigoroufly fupported by 
Cri^us and C^far [/]. 

This was the ftatc of the competition -, in which 
the pradlice of bribing was carried on fo openly and 

[h] The dillinftion of Pa- of Nobility was wholly de- 

tridan, Plibeian, and Noble, rived from thg Cunile Magi" 

My want a little explication. Jiracies which any family had 

The title of Patrician be- born ; and thofe which could 

looged onely, in a proper boall of the greateft namber, 

k&, to thofe families of were always accounted the 

which the Senate was com- Nobleji ; fo that many P/e^ 

jwfed in the earlieft times» ei- l^eians furpafled the PatrUiatis 

ther of the Kings, or the firft themfelves in the point of 

Coofuls, before the Commons Nobility. Vid. Afcon. argum. 

had obtained a promifcuous in Tog. cand. 

admiflion to the public ho- [/] Cacilina & Antonius, 

non, and by that means into quanquam omnibus maxime 

the Senate. All other fami- infamis eorum vita eflet, ta- 

lies, how confiderable foever, men mulcum poterant. Coi^ 

^ea)tidi2Lnl\y^\\tdi Plebeian, erant enim ambo, ut Cicero- 

Patrician then and Plebeian nem confulatu dejicerent, ad- 

are properly oppofed to each jutoribus ufi firmiilimis, M.- 

other; but Noble common to CrafTo &c C. Czefare. Afcon. 

|hem both : for the charader argura. in Tog. Cand. 

L 2 fhame- 
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Ihamefully by Antonius and Catiline, that the Sc: 
nate thought it peceffary to give fome check to ic 
by a new and more rigorous law ; but when thfy 
were proceding to publifli it, L. N^ucips QreftinuSi 
one of the Tribuns, put his negative upon them, 
This Tribun had been Cicero's client, and defendf 
cd by him in an impeachment of plunder and r^ 
iery ; but having now fold himfelf to bis enemieSi 
made it the fubjed of all his harapsues to ridicule 
pis birth and charader, as unwortny of the Con- 
lulfhip ; in the debate therefore which arofe in the 
iSenate upon the merit of his negative, Cicero, 
provoked to find fo defperate a confederacy againCt 
him, rofe up, and ^fter fome raillery and expo- 
ftulation with Mucins, made a moft fevere invec* 
tive on the flagitious lives and pra£tices of hi^ 
two comfetitorSi in a fpeech ufually called iif Tega^ 
Candida^ -becaiife it was delivered in a white Gown^ 
the proper habit of all CandidateSy and from which 
the name itfelf was derived [k'\. 

Though he had now bufinefs enough upon his 
hands to engage his whole attention, yet we find 
him employed in the defenfe of Q^ Gallius, the 
prflEtor of the laft year, accufed of corrupt praElicet 
in procuring that magiftracy. Gallius, it feems, 
when chofen Mdile^ had difgufted the people by 
not providing arrf wild heafts for their entertain- 
, ment in his publit fhews \ fo that tq put them into 
good humor when he flood for the Pr^torjinp^ he 
entertained them with Gladiators^ on pretenfe of 
giving them in honor of his deceafed father [/]. Thi^ 
was his crime, of which he wais accufed by M. 
Callidius, whofe father had been impeached be- 
fore by Gallius. Callidius was one of the moft eh- 
guent and accurate fpeakers of his time^ of an eafy^ 

[i] Ibid. [/] Afcon. not. ibid. 

flowing^ 
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fiowing^ copious ftile^ always delightingy though feldom 
warming his audience ; which was the onely thing 
wanting to make him a Complete Orator. Befides 
the public crime jiift mentioned, he charged Gal- 
lius with a private one againft himfelf, a deftgn to 
poifon him ; of which he pretended to have manifeft 
proofs, as well from the tejlimony of witnejfes^ as of 
his own hand and letters : but he told his ftory with 
fo much temper and indolence, that Cicero, from 
his coldncfs in opening a fact fo interefting, and 
where his life had been attempted, formed an ar- 
gument to prove that it could not be true. " How 
" is it poffiblc, fays he, Callidius, for you to 
V plead in fuch a manner, if yoy did not know 
" the thing to be forged ? How coujd you, who 
" aft with fuch force of eloquence in other men's 
" dangers, be fo indolent in your own ? Where 
" was that grief, that ardor, which was to extort 
" cries and lamentations from the moft ftupid ? 
^' We faw no emotion of your mind, none of 
" your body ; no ftriking your forehead, or your 
" thigh ; no ftanfiping with your foot : fo that 
" inftead of feeling ourfelves inflamed, we could 
" hardly forbear flceping, while you were urging 
" all that part of your charge [fw].'* Cicero's 
, fpecch is loft, but Gall i us was acquitted ; for we 
find him afterwards revenging himfelf in the fame 
kind on this very Callidius, by accufing him of 
kibery in his fuit for the Confulfhip [»]. 

J. CiESAR was one of the ajfiftant judges this 
year to the Prator^ whofe province it was to fit 
upon the Sicariiy that is, thofe who were accufed 
of killings or carrying a dagger with intent to kill. 
This gave him an opportunity of citing before him 
as criminals, and condemning by the law of ajfaf 
hate all thofe, who in S^\Ws profcription had been. 
[«] Brutas, p. 40. 2. 3. [»] Epift. fam. 8. 4. 

L 4 Inowu 
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known to kiU^ or receive money for killing a profcrihed 
Citizen ; which money Cato alfo, when he was 
Sluafior the year before, had made them refund to 
the treafury [o]. Ccefar's view was, to mortify the 
Senate and ingratiate himfelf with the people, by 
reviving the Marian caufe^ which had always been 
popular, and of which he was naturally the head, 
on account of his near relation to old Marius : for 
which purpofe he had the hardinefs likewife toje^ 
place in the Capitol the trophies andjlatues of Mdrius^ 
which Sylla bad ordered to be thrown down and 
broktn to pieces [p]. But while he was profecuting 
with fuch fevcrity the agents of Sylla's cruelty, he 
not onely fpared, but favored Catiline, who was 
one of the moft cruel in fpilling the blood of the 
profcribed ; having butchered with his own hands, 
and in a manner the moft brutal,. C. Marius Gra- 
tidianus, a favorite of the people, nearly related' 
both to Marius and Cicero; wbofe head he carried 
in triumph through the Jlreets to make aprefent of it to 
Sylla [q]. But Caefar's zeal provoked L. Paullns 
to bring Catiline alio under the l^fli of the fatoc 
law, and to accufe him in form, after his repulfe 
from the Confulfhip, of the murther of many Citi* 
zens in Sylla's profcription : of which though he 
was notorioufly guilty, yet contrary to all expecta- 
tion, he was acquitted [rj. 

[o] Plutarch, in Cato. Sqe- capillum ejus a vertice tenc- 

ton. J. Csef. II. ret, Sec, Vid. de petitione 

W Quorum ao6loruatem, Confolat. 3, 
oc, quibus poiTet modis, di- Quod caput etiam turn pie-' 

ipinuerer, tropbaea C. Marii nora animae & Tpiticus, ad 

— a Sylla olimdisjci^a, rcfti- Syllam, ufque janiculo a4 

tuit. Snet. ib. aedem Apollinis, manibus ipfe 

[?] QiJ^ hominem cariffi- fuis detulit. In Tog. cand. 
mum populo Romano — om- [r] ois abfolucum CacilU 

n| cruciata vivum laceraric; nam. Ad. Art. i. 16. Salloft. 

^anti collum gladio fua dex- 31. Dio, 1. 56. p. 34. 
(era fccuerh; cum iiniilra 

Cati- 
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Catiline was fufpcftcd alfo at the fame time 
of aribther heinous and capital crime, an inceftu* 
ous commerce with Fabia, one of the Vejial Vir^ 
linsj and fifter to Cicero's wife. This was charged 
upon him fo loudly by common fame, and gave 
fuch fcandal to the City, that Fabia was brought 
to a trial for it ; but either through her inno« 
cence, or the authority of her brother Cicero, 
fhe was readily acquitted : which gave occafion 
to Cicero to tell him, among the other reproaches 
on his flagitious life, that there was no place fo fa-- 
cred^ whither his very vijits did not carry pollution^ 
end leave the imputation of guilty where there was 
no real crime fubjtfiing [j]. 

As the cJcftion of Confuls approached, Cicero's 
intcreft appeared to be fuperior to that of all the 
candidates; for the Nobles themfelves, though 
alv^ays envious and defirous to deprefs him, yet 
out of regard to the dangers which threatened the 
City from many quarters, and feemed ready to 
burft out into a flame, began to think him the 
onely man qualified to preferve the Republic, and 
break the cabals of the defperate, by the vigor 
and prudence of his adminiftration : for in cafes of 
imger^ as Salluft obferves, pride and envy naturalfy 
fvhfide^ and yield thepofi of honor to virtue [/]. The 
method of chufing Confuls was not by an open 
vote, bDt by a kind of ballot^ or little tickets of 
looody diftributed to the Citizens with the names 
of the candidates feverally infcribed upon each : 
but in Cicero's cafe the people were not content 
with this fecret and filent way of teftifying their 

[s] Cnm ita vixifli, at non Vid. Afcon. ad locam. 
cfiet locus tarn fandtus, quo [/] Scd ubi periculum ad« 

Bonadventustuus, etiamcum venit, invidia atque fuperbia 

colpa nulla fubefiet, crimen poft fuere. SaH. 23. 



*ftrrct. O/auinTog.cand. 
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inclinations ; but before they came to ai 
tiny, loudly and univerfdly proclatned C 
Jkfi Confid ; fo that, as he himfelf declare 
Speech to them after his eledion, be was 
fen by the votes of particular CitizenSy hit 
^non fuffrages of the Ci/g ; nor declared by 
of the crier ^ hut of the whole Roman pe 
He was the onely new man who had obta 
fovereign dignity, or, as he expreiTes it, I 
the intrencbments of the Nobility for forty yei 
from the firjl Confulfhip of C. Marius^ ana 
Ij one likewife who had ever obtained it in I 
year^ or withput a repulfe [x\ Ancor 
chofen his Collegue by the tpajority of a j 
iuries above his friend and partner Catiline 
was cfFefted probably by Cicero's mana 
who conlidered him as the lefs dangerous a 
tradable of the two. 

CidERO*s Father died this year on the 
fourth of November [j^], in a good old a] 
the comfort to have feen his fon adva 
the fupreme honor of the City, and wai 
thing to complete the happinefs of his \ 
the addition of one year more, to hav 

[»] Sed tamen magniiicen- [;r] Eum locui 

tius efle illo nihil poteil, quod nobilitas praeiidiis 

meis comitiis non tabellaxn atque omni ration 

vindicem tacits libercatis, fed tarn tenebat, me c 

vocem viYam prae vobis indi- diftis — Me efle u 

cem veArarum erga me volun- omnibus novis horn 

tatum taliftis. — Itaque me quibus meminifle 

non extrema tribos fufFragio* qui Confulatum 

rum, fed primi illivellri con- cum primum Jici 

curfus, neque fingulas voces Conful fadus fim, 

prxconum, fed una voce uni- mum petierim. D< 

verfuspopulus Roman us Con- grar. lib. i, 2. 
fulem declaravit. De leg. \j\ Pater nobis c 

Agrar. con. Roll. 2. 2. in diem viii Kal. Dec 

Pilon. I. Alt. X. 6. 
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him a witnefs of the glory of his Conftlfhip. 
It was in this year alfo moft probably, thougfi 
fome Critics feem to difpute it, that Cicero gave 
bis daughter Tullia in marriage at the age of tbir^ 
teen to C. Pifo Frugif a young Nobleman of great 
hopes, and one of the beft families in Rome [z] ; 
it is certain at leaft, that iisfon was born in this 
fame year, as he exprefsly tells u§, in the Conful- 
Jbip of L. Julius Cafar and C. Mardus Figulus [/?]. 
So that with the higheft honor which the public 
could beftow, he received the higheft pleafure 
which private life ordinarily admits, by the birth 
pf a fon and heir to his family. 



m 



I 



W\ Tnlliplam C. Pifoni, 
L. F. Frugi defpondixnus. lb. 
3.K. CaianboOy rather than 

S'fenp an hypothefis which 
( kid formed about the ear- 
lier date of |his letter, will 
tvdly allow that Tollia was 
mimajeable at this time. 



though Cicero himfelf e)<- 
prefsly declares it. Vid. noc 
varior. in locom. 

[a] L. Julio Cafare & C. 
Marcio Figulo CoiT. filiola 
me auf^um icito^ falva Te- 
renti^. Ad Attic, i^ z. 
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SECT. III. 

IICERO was now arrived through the ufual 
_ gradation of honors » at the higheft which 
the people could regularly give, or an honeft Ci- 
tizen de(ire. The offices which he had already 
born, had but a partial jurifdiftion, confined to 
particular branches of the Government ; but the 
Confuls held the reins, and direfted the whole 
machine with an authority as extenfive as the 
Empire itfclf [^]. The fubordinate Magiftra- 
cies therefore, being the fteps onely to this fovc- 
reign dignity, were not valued fo much for their 
"j own i'ake, as for bringing the candidates ftill 

nearer to the principal objeft of their hopes, who 
through this courfe of their ambition were forced 
t6 praftife all the arts of popularity ; to court 
the little as well as the great, to elpoufe the 
principles and politics in vogue, and to apply 
their talents to conciliate friends, rather than to 
ferve the public f^J. But the Confulftiip put 
an end to this fubjeftion, and with the command 
of the ftate gave them the command of them- 
felves i fo that the onely care left was, how to 
execute this high office with credit and dignity, 
and employ the power entrufted to them for the 
benefit and fervice of their country. 

[a] Omnes enim in Con- conciones tenent, adeptoseii 

fulis jilre & imperio debent in Poxnpeio orando, Maoilii 

e/Te provinciae, Philip, 4. 4. caufarecipiendajCorneliode* 

Tu fummum imperium — ga- fendendo, &c. — Ncc tamen 

bernacula Reip — orbis cer^ in petcndo Refpub. capeileii- 

raram imperium a pop. Ro- da e(l, neque in Senatu, oc- 

mano petebas. Pro Mar. 35. que in condone: fed b^ec 

f^] Jam urbanam multi- tibi retinenda, &c. Dc pc- 

tudinem> & eorum fludia^ ^ui titione Confulac. 13. 
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We are now therefore to look upon Cicero in a 
different light, in order to form a juft idea of 
his c;hara£ter : to confider him, not as an ambi- 
tious Courtier, applying all his thoughts and 
puns to his own advancement ; but as a great 
Magiftrate and Statefman, adminiflring the affairs 
and direding the counfils of a mighty empire: 
And according to the iaccounts of all the ancient 
writers, Rome never ftood in greater need of the 
ildll and vigilance of an able Conful than in this 
very year. For beiides the traiterous cabals and 
confpiracies of thofe who were attempting to 
fubvert the whole Republic, the new Tribuns 
were alfo labouring to difturb the prefent quiet of 
it: fome of them were publifhing laws to aholt/b 
ewy thing that remained of Sylla*j ejlablijhmenty 
mi to reft ore thefons of the profcribed to their eftates 
find honors: others to reverfe the punilhmcnt of 
P.Sylla and Autronius, condemned for bribery^ and 
Ttplace them in the Senate [^ ] ; fome were for ex- 
pnging ail debts j and others, for dividing the lands 
9f the public to the poorer citizens [d1: lb that, as 
Cicero declared both to the Senate and the peo- 
ple, the Republic was delivered into i(is hands full 
of terrors and alarms \ diftraSled by peftilent laws 
and feditious harangues ; endangered not by foreign 
vjorSi but inteftine evilSy and the traiterous dejigns 
cf profligate Citizens \ and that there was no mif chief 
incident to a State which the honeft had not caufe tq , 
apprehend^ the wicked to expcSl [^]. 

What gave the greater fpirit to the authors 
of thefe attempts, was Antonius's advancement 
to the Confulftiip : they knew him to be of the 
iame principles, and embarked in the fame deligns 

if] ProSylla, 22, ij. {e] De leg. Agrar. coot, 

/j Dio, 1. ij. p. 14. RuU. I. 8,^ : 2. 3. 

with 



t^jjS 5rJ^^ History of the tiife 

with them felves, which by hi$ authority they noW 
hoped to carry into efFeft; Ciccra was aware of 
this \ and forefaw the mifchief of a Collegue equal 
to him in power, yet oppofite in views, and pre^ 
pared to fruftrate all his endeavours for the pub* 
lie fervice : fo that his firft care, after their elec- 
tion, was to gain the confidence of Antonius, and 
to draw him from his old engagements to the 
interefts of the Republic ; being convinced that 
all the fuccefs of his adminiftration depended upori 
it. He began therefore to tempt him by a kind 
of argument which feldom fails of it's efFeft with 
men of his charafter, the offer of power to his 
ambition, and of money to his pleafures : with 
thefe baits he caught him ; and a bargain wa$ 
prefently agreed upon between them, that Jnto^ 
nius fhould have the choice of the beft Province 
which was to be affigned to them at the CKpiratioi 
of their year [/]. It was the cuftom for the Se- 
nate to appoint what particular Provinces were 
to be diftributed every year to the feveral Magi- 
ftrates, who ufed afterwards to caft lots for thetri 
among themfelves ; the Praetors for the Praeto* 
rian, the Confuls for the Confular Provinces. Iri 
this partition therefore, when Macedonia^ one of 
the mod defirable governments of the Empire; 
both for command and wealth, fell to Cicero's 
lor, he exchanged it immediately with his Col- 
legue for Cifalpine Gaul^ which he refigned alfo 
foon after in favor of i^ Metellus ; being refolvedf 
as he declared in his inauguration fpeecn, to ad-- 
mihifter the Confulfhip in fuch a manner, as t$ 
pit it out of any man^s power either to tempt or ter- 

[/] Collegam fuurn An- publicam diiTentirct* SaB. 
tonium paftione provincae bell. Cat* z6* 
pepulerat^ ne €ontra Rem^ 

rifj 
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fify him from bis duty: Jince be neitber fougbt^ nor 
vmld accept awf province^ honor ^ or benefit from it 
wbatfoevery the onefy wojfy fays he, by wbicb a 
man can difcbarge it with gravity and freedom ; fo as 
to cbaftife thofe Tribuns who wijb ill to the Re-* 
pMcj or defpife thofe who wijh ill to himfetfW] : a 
noble declaration, and worthy to be tranfmitted 
topoilerity for an example to all magiftrates in a 
free State. By this addrefs he entirely drew An- 
tonius into his meafures, and had him ever after 
obfequious to his will [b'] j or, as he himfelf ex- 
prcffes it, by bis patience and complaifance he /often- 
(d and calmed bim^ eagerly dejirous of a Province^ 
(Old projeBing many things againjl the State [/]. 
The cftablifhment of this concord between them 
was thought to be of fuch importance to the 
public quiet, that in his firft fpeech to the peo- 
ple, he declared it to them from the Roftra^ as 
an event the moft likely to curb the infolence of 
thefaAious, and raifethe fpirits of the honed, and 
prevent the dangers with which the City was then 
threatened [k\ 

There was another projedl likewife which he 
had much at heart, and made one of the capital 
points of his adminiftration, to unite the Equejirian 
order with the Senate into one common party and 
ifitereft. This body of men, next to the Sena- 

[;] Cam mihi deliberatuzx^ temnere. Contra Roll. i. 8. 



& conftitotam fie, ica gerere 
Confalatom, qao ^do modo 
geri graviter & libere poteft. 



&] Platarch in his life. 

[i] IftPifon. 2. 

/] Quod ego & concor- 



otneqae provinciam, neqoe dia, quam mihi conflitui 

ItODorem, ' neque ornamen- cam collega, lavitifGmis lis 

tarn aliqaod, aat commo- hominibaa, quos in Confala- 

dam — appetiturus fim.— >Sic tu inimicos efTe & animis & 

ne geram, ot poflim Tri- corporis adlibus providi, om- 

)>Qnam pleb. Reiptib. iratam nibusprofpexifane^&c. Con. 

«3crccre, mihi iratum con- Rail. 2. 37. 

tors. 
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tors, confifted of the richeft and moft fpl< 
fumilies of Rome, who from the eafe and ; 
ence of their fortunes were naturally well a 
cd to the profperity of the Republic ; and I 
alio the conftant farmers of all the revenue 
the Empire, had a great part of the inferior 
pie dependent upon them. Gicero imagined, 
the united weight of thefe two orders woul 
li^ays be an over-balance to any other powi 
the State, and a fecure barrier againft an] 
tempts of the popular and ambitious upon 
common liberty f/]. He was the onely m 
the City capable of eflfeding fuch a coalition, 
ing now at the head of the Senate, yet the 
ling of the Knights ; who confidered hini a 
pride and ornament of their order, whilft h 
ingratiate himfelf the more with them, afi 
always in public to boaft of that extraftion, 
to call himfelf an Equeftrian ; and made i 
fpecial care to prote£b them in all their ai 
and to advance their credit and intereft: fb 
as fome writers tells us, // was the authority 
Confuljhip ^ that fir fi difiingmjhed and eftablijbed 
into a third order of the State [m]. The; f 
was certainly very good, and the Republic 
ed great benefit from it in this very year, thr 
which he had the whole body of Knights s 

[/] Uc mnltitadineni' cam livit Equeftre nomeo ir 

Principibus, Equeflrem ordi- falatu fuo ; ei Sehatun 

nemcumSenacuconjaoxerim. cilians, ex eo fe ordinc 

InPifon. 3. Nequeulla vis feflum celebrans, & eju 

tanta rcperietor, qux con- pecttliarl popularicate 

junftionem veflrain» £qui- rens: ab illo tempore 

tumque RomanorDOiy tan- hoc tertium corpus in F 

tamque confpirationem bo- fadlum ell, ccepitque 

norum omnium perfringere Senatui populoque R< 

poffit. In Catil. 4. 10. Equefter ordo. Plin. H 

[m] Cicero demum ilabi* 1. 33. 2. 

dev< 



9f M. rULLIUS CICERO. i6i 

devotion, wio^ with Aiticus at their head^ con^ 
ftantfy attended bis orders^ andfervedas a guard to 
bis perfonln] : and if the fame maxim had been 
purfued by all fucceding Confuls, it might pro- 
bably have prefervcd, or would certainly at Icaft 
have prolonged, the liberty of the Republic. 

Having laid this foundation for the laudable 
diicharge of his Confulfhip, he took poIIeQion 
of it, as ufual, oa the firft of January. A lit- 
tle before his inauguration, P. Servilius Rullus, 
one of the new Tribuns, who entered always into 
their office on the tenth of December^ had been 
alarming the Senate with the Promulgation of an 
Agrarian law. Thefe laws ufed to be greedily 
received by the populace, and were propofed 
therefore by faftious Magift rates, as oft as they 
had any point to carry with the multitude againft 
the public good : but this law was of all others 
the moft extravagant, and, by a fliew of grant- 
ing more to the People than had ever been given 
bdfore, feemed likely to be accepted. The pur- 
pofc of it was, to create a Decemvirate^ or ten com- 
ft^jionersy with abfolute power for five years over 
til the revenues of the Republic \ to diftribute them 
Qtfleafure to the Citizens ; to fell and buy what 
mds they thought fit 5 to determine the rights of the ^ 
prefent poffeffors\ to require an account from all 
the Generals abroad^ excepting Pon^ey, of the 
fpdb taken in their wars ; to fettle colonies where* 
fwer thef judged proper ^ and particularly at Capua ; 
wiinfhorty to command all the money and forces of 
tU empire. 

}n\ Vos, Equitcs Romani, tatus ille, qucm ego in Cli?o 

ridctc, fciiis me ortum e vo- Capitolino, te fignifcro ac 

Itti, omnia Temper fenfifle principe, collocaram fenatuin 

n> vobis, &c. Pro Rabir. deferaerit. AdAtt^z. i. 

'oft. 6. Nunc vero cum equi- 

yoL, I. M The 
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Tnf, pqblication of a law, conferring powers^ 
eyceflive, gavea juft alarm to allwhowiHied w< 
tq the public tranquillity : fo that CiceroS firit b 
Ancls was to quiet the apprehenfions of the Cii 
and to exert all his art and authority t;o. bafHe t 
intrigues of the Tribun. Asifoop rtierefore as 
^yas invented with his new dignity, he r^Ied t 
fpirits of the Spnate, iy ajfuring^ them of his refm 
turn to opppfe the law, and all it^s abettors^ to i 
ufmojl of bis power ; nor fuffer the State to he h$^ 
or it^s liberties to be impaired^ while the adminffih 
tifin continued in his hands. From the Senate 
purfued the Tribun into his own dominion, t 
Forum ; where in an artful and elegant fpec 
ftorn th? Roftra^ he gave fuch a turn to the inc 
natio;i of the people, that they rejeSled this Aff 
rian law with as much eagernefs, as they bad ei 
h^ore received one \o\ 

He begaPf " by acknowledging the extrac 
". dinary obligations which he had received fit 
** theni, in preference and pppofition to the N 
^y bility 5 declaring himfelf the creature of th 
*^ power, and of all men the mod engaged 
•« prpmote their interefts -, that they were to lo 
" upon him as the truly popular magiftrate ; xxk 
•* that he had declared even in the Senate, tl 
" he would be the people's Conful fp]/* Heth 
fell into a commendation of the Gracchi^ whofe nar 
was extremely dear to them, profeffing, '* tl 
" he could not be againft all Agrarian laws, wh 
" he recollefted, that thofe two mod excellc 
" men, who had the greateft love for the Rom 
*^ people, had divided the public lands to the C 
" tizens ; that he was not one of thofe Confu 



\A Q?i5 unquam tarn fc- Contra Rullum, 2. 37. 
cunda condone legem Agra- [;>] Ibid. 3. 
riam faaiitiquamegodiiruafi? 
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** wfiiQr thought it a crime to praifc'the Gracchi j 

" on whole counfils, wifdom, laws, many parts 

" of the prcfent government were founded [j] : 

<' that his quarrel was to this particular law, 

" which, inftead of being popular, or adapted to 

" the true interefts of the City, was in reality the 

" cftablifliment of a Tyranny, and a creation of 

" ten Kings to domineer over them/' This he 

difplays. at large, from the natural cffeft of that 

power which was granted by it [r] ; and procedes 

to infinuate, thai it was covertly levelled againft their 

favorite Pomp^^ and particularly contrived to retrench 

and infult bis authority : " Forgive me, Citizens, 

" fays he, for my calling fo often upon fo great 

" a name : you yourfelves impofed the taflc upon, 

" me, when I was Praetor, to join with you in 

" defending his dignity as far as I was able : I 

'* have hitherto done all that I could do -, not 

" moved to it by my private friendfhip for the 

" man, nor by any hopes of honor, and of this 

" fupreme magiftracy, which I obtained from 

" you, though with his approbation, yet without 

" his help. Since then I perceive this law to be. 

" defigned as a kind of engine to overturn his 

" power, I will refift the attempts of thefe men ; 

*' and as I myfelf clearly fee Wh^t they are aiming 

" at, fo I will take care that you alfo fhall fee, 

" and be convinced of it too [j]." He then 

ihcws, " how the law, thougK it excepted Pompey 

" from being accountable to the Decemvirate, yet 

•' excluded him from being one of the number, 

" by limiting the choice to thofe who were pre- 

*' fent at Rome ; that it fubjefted likewife to their 

** jurifdiftion the countries juft conquered by him, 

*' which had always been left to the management 

W lb. 5. W lb. 6. II, 13, 14. {s} lb. 18. 

Ma "of 
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" of the General [/] : Upon which he dfaws a 
«* plcafant pidlure of the Tribun Rullus, with all 
" his train of Officers, Guards, Lidors, and Ap- 
^* paratprs [«], fwaggering in Mithridates's king- 
** dom,* and ordering Pompey to attend him by 
" a mandatory letter, in the following ftrain : 

^* P. Servilius Rullus, Tribun of the people, 
" Decemvir, to Cnaeus Pompey the fon of Cnaeus, 
** greeting. 

" He will not add, fays he, the title of Great^ 
" when he has been laboring to take it from him 
« by law [xy 

*' 1 require ycu not to fail to come prefently to Si* 
** nope J and bring me a fufficient guard witbyou^ 
** while I fell thofe lands by my law^ wbicbyou have 
•* gained by your valor. ^* 

He obfcrves, '* that the reafon of ekcepting 
" Pompey was not from any refpeft to him, but 
** for fear that he would not fubmit to the indig- 
** nity of being accountable to their will : but 
*' Pompey, fays he, is a man of that temper, 
*« that he thinks it his duty to bear whatever you 
•^ pleafe to impofe ; but if there be any thing. 
** which you cannot bear yourfelves, he will take 
** care that you fliall not bear it long againft your 
** wills fjy]." Heprocedes to enlarge upon •* the 
'« dangers, which this law threatened to their li-. 
*' berties ; that inftead of any good intended by . 
•' it to the body of the Citizens, it's purpofe was 
•* to creel a power for the oppreffion of them ; 
*' and on pretence of planting colonies in Italy 
" and the Provinces, to fettle their own creatures 
" and dependents, like fo many garrifons, in all 
•' the convenient polls of the Empire, to be rea- . 
•' dy on all occafions to fupport their tyranny : . 

[t] lb. 19. M lb. 13. [x] lb. 20. [yl lb. 23. 

«' that 
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" that Capua was to be their head-quarters, their 

** favorite colony ; of ^11 Cities the proudelt, as ♦ 

** well as the moft hoftile and dangerous -, in 

** which the wifdom of their anceftors would not 

" fuffer the Ihadow of any power or magiftracy 

" to remain ; yet now it was to be cherilhed and 

" advanced to another Rome [2] : that by this 

" law the lands of Campania were to be fold or 

» given away ; the moft fruitful of all Italy, the 

" Aireft revenue of the Republic, and their con- 

^* ftant refource when all other rents failed them \ 

" which neither the Gracchi, who of all men ftq- 

*' died the people's benefit the moft, nor Sylla, 

" who gave every thing away without fcruple, 

** durft venture to meddle with [«]." In the 

conclufion he takes notice of " the great favor and 

" approbation" with which they had heard him, as 

^* a fure omen of their common peace and pro- 

" fperity ; and acquaints them with the concord 

" that he had eftablifhed with his Collegue, as a 

•* piece of news of all others the moft agreeable ; 

*' and promifes all fecurity to the Republic, if 

" they would but fhew the fame good difpofition 

*' on future occafions^ which they had fignified 

*• on that day ; and that he would make thofe 

" very men, who had been the moft envious and 

" averfe to his advancement, confcfs, that the 

** people had feen farther, and judged better than 

" they, in chufiqg him for their Conful." 

In the courfe of this cohteft he often called upon 
the Tribuns to come into the Rojlra^ and debate the 
mtter mth him before the people [b] \ but they 

[«] Ibid. 28, 32. 2. 28. Commodius feciflent 

[tf] Ibid. 29. Tribuni plebis, Quirites, fi, 

{^] Si veftrum commodam qua apud vosdeme deferunt, - 

fpeftat, vcniat & coram me- ca coram potius me praefente 

com de agri Campani divi- dixifTenC Con. Rull. 3. i- 
fioae difpuiet. Con. Roll. 

M 3 thought 
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thought it more prudent to decline the challengCj 
and to attack him rather by fiflitious dories and 
calumnies^ feduloufly inculcated into the muld« 
tude ; ^bat bis oppojition to tbe law flowed from no 
good will to tbemj but an affeSlion to Sylla^s party^ 
andtofecure to tbem tbe lands wbich tbey pajfeffed bf 
bis grant j tbat be was making bis court by it to tbe 
feven Tyrants^ as tbey called feven of tbe principal 
Senators^ wbo were known to be tbegreateft favorer^ 
of Sylla^s caufe^ and tbe great eft gainers by it ; tbe 
'wo LucuUus^s^ CraJfuSj CatuluSj Hortenfius^ Me- 
'elluSy Pbilippus. Thefe infinuations made fo great 
an imprefllon on the City, that he found it neccf- 
fary to defend himfelf againft them in afecond^eech 
tbe people [c\ in which he declared, " that he 
« looked upon that law which ratified all Sylla's 
« afts, to be of all laws the mod wicked and the 
« moft unlike to a true a law, as it eftablifbed ^ 

* tyranny in the City ; yet that it had fome excufc 
^ from the times, and in their prefent circum- 
« fiances, feemed proper to be fupported ; efpe-t 
' cially by him, who for this year of his Cohr 

* fulfliip profefled himfelf the patron of peace [i]; 
' but that it was the height of impudence in 

* RuUus, to charge him with obftrufting theic 

* interefts for the fake of Sylla's grants, when . 
' the very law which that Tribun was then urg- 
' ing, aftually eftabliftied and perpetuated thofe 
' grants ; and (hewed itfelf to be drawn by a fon 

* in law of Valgius, who poflefled more lands 
^ than any other man by that invidious tenure, 
' which were all by this law to be partly con- 
« firmed, and partly purchafed of him [^]." This 

he demonftrates from the exprefs words of the 
law, '^ which he had ftudioufly omitted, he fays, 



[f] Ibid, [d] Ibid. 3. 2. [^3 Ibid. 3. I, 4. 
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« to take notice of before, that he might notrt- 
" Vive old quarrels, or move any argument of 
" hew dlffenfibn in a feafon fo improper f/] : 
" that Riillus therefore, who accofed him of de- 
" ifendirig Sylla's afts, was of *1 others the moft 
" ithpudent defender of them : for none had ever 
" affirmed them ro be good and legal, but to have 
" feme plea onely from poflefflon and the public 
« quiet ; but by this law the eftates that had been 
** granted by them were to be fixed upon a better 
" foundation and title than any other eftate3 
" whatfoever." He concludes " by renewing 
" his challenge to the Tribuns to come and difpiite 
" with him to his face." But after feveral fruit- 
le& attempts; finding themfelvcs wholly unable 
to contend with him, they were forced at laft to 
fubrait, and to let the affair drop, to the great joy 
of die Senate. 

This alarm being over, another accident broke 
out, which might have endangered the peace of 
the City, if the feffefts of it had not been pre- 
vented by the authority of Cicero. Othd's lawj 
mentioned above, for the aCBgnment of feparate 
fiats to the Equeftrian order^ had highly offended 
the people, who could not digeft the indignity of 
being thruft fo far back from their diverfions ; 
and while the grudge was ftill frefli, Ocho hap- 
pening to come into the theater, was received by 
the populace with an univerfal hifs^ but by the 
Knights with loudapplaufe and clapping : both fides 
redoubled their clamor with great fiercenefs, and 
from reproaches were proceding to blows; till 
Cicero, informed of the tumult, came immedi- 
ately to the Theater, and calling the people out 
into the Temple of Bcllona fo tamed and Jiung 

[/]Ibid.3.2. 

M 4 them 
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ibem hy the power of bis words^ and made tbemfo 
afhamed of their folly and perverfenefs^ that on their 
return to the Theater they changed their bijfes into 
applaufes^ and vied with the Knights themfelves in de- 
monjirations of their refpeS to Otho [g]. The 
fpeech was foon after publifhed ^ though from the 
nature of the thing it mud have been made upon 
the fpot, and flowed extempore from the occafion : 
and as it was much read and admired for feveral 
ages after, as a memorable inftance oi Cicero^s 
command over merfs paffions^ fo fome have imagined 
it to be alluded to in that beautifuU paflage of 
Virgil \h\. 

A veluti magno in populo cum fape coorta eft 
SeditiOj fevitque animis ignobile vulgus \ 
Jamque faces ^ faxa volant^ furor arma minifirat: 
Turn pietate grave^n £s? meritis Ji forte virum quern 
Afpexerey/tlent^ arreSiifque auriius adftant -/ 
Illf regit diSis animos^ 6? pe£lora mulcet. 

Virg. JEn. 1.152. 

As when fcdition fires th' ignoble crowd. 
And the wild rabble ftorms and thirds for blood: 
Of ftones and brands a mingled tempeft flies, 
. With all the fudden arms that rage fupplies : 
If fome grave fire appears amidft the ftrife. 
In morals drift and innocence of life. 
All dand attentive, while the fage controuls 
Their wrath, and calms the temped of their fouls. -^ 

Mr. Pitt. 

[ri Plutarch's life of Cic. Quintilian applies thefe Ibcs 

pj Sebaft. Corradi Quae- to his charafter of a complete 

ilura, p. 133. JEncid, i. 152. Orator, which he profeflcdiy 

What gives the greater color forms upon the model of Ci- 

to this imaginatioa is, that cero. Lib. 12. i. 

Osi 
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One topic, which Cicero touched in this fpeech, 
and the onely one of which we have any hint from 
antiquity, was to reproach the rioters for their 
want of tail and good fenfe, in making fucb a di- 
^wrbance while Rofcius was aSing [t]. 

There happened about the fame, time a third 
inftance, not lefs remarkable, of Cicero's great 
power of perfuafion : Sylla had by an exprefs law > 
excluded the children of the profcrthed from the Setiate 
and all public honors \ which was certainly an aft 
of great violence, and the decree rather of a Tyrant^ 
than the law of a free State [k]. So that the per- 
fons injured by it, who were many, and of great 
families, were now making all their efforts to get 
it reverfed. Their petition was highly equitable, 
but, from the condition of the times, as highly 
unfeafonable ; for in the prefent diforders of the 
City, the reftoration of an opprefled party muft 
needs have added ftrength to the old faftions ; 
fince the firft ufe, that they would naturally make 
of the recovery of their power, would be to re- 
venge themfeives on their oppreffors. It was 
Cicero's bufinefs therefore to prevent that incon- 
venience, and, as far as it was poQible, with the 
confent of the fufFerers themfeives : on which oc- 
fion this great commander of the human affe£lions^ 
as Quintilian calls him, found means to perfuade 
thofe unfortunate men, that to bear their injury 
ivas their benefit ; and that the government it f elf 
could not ft and ^ if Sylla* s laws were then repealed^ on 
^hich the quiet and order of the Republic were efta^ 
hlijhed -, adling herein the part of a wife ftatefman, 
who wilt oft be forced to tolerate, and even main- 
tain, what he cannot approve, for the fake of the 

iijMacrob. Saturn. 2. 10. rum honoram jure prohibe- 
k] Exclufique paternis o- renmr. Veil. Pat. 2. 2?. 
^ibos liberie etiam petendo- 

common 
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common good ; agreeably to what he lays down in 
his book of Offices^ that many things which are m- 
turally right andjufty are yet by certain ciraen^lahca 
and conjunSiures of times made dijbaneft and iinjujl\l\ 
As to the inftance before us, he declared in a ^)eeck 
made feveral years after, that he had excluded frm 
honors a number of brave and bonefi young mett^ wbtik 
fortune bad thrown into fo unhappy a fituatim^ that 
if they bad obtained power ^ they would probabfy hajn 
employed it to the ruin of thejiate [iw]. The thnefc 
cafes juft mentioned make Pliny break outinto> 
kind of rapturous admiration of the man, who 
could perfuade the people to give up their breads their 
pkafure and their injuries ^ to the charms efbiseto' 
quence [n]. 

The next tranfadtion of moment in which he 
was engaged was the defenf^ of C. Rabirius, ah 
aged Senator, accufed by T. Labienus, one of the 
Tribuns, of treafon or rebellion^ for having hUed 
L, Satuminus^ a Tribun about forty years before^ 
who had raifed a dangerous fedition in the City. Tht 
faft, if it had been true, was not only legal, but 
laudable, being done in obedience to a decree of 
the Senate, by which all the Citizens were required 
to take arms in aid of the Confuls C. Marius and 
L. Flaccus. 

But the punifhment of Rabirius was not the 
thing aimed at, nor the life of an old man worth 
the pains of difturbing the peace of the City : the 
defign was to attack that prerogative of the Senate^ 
by which in the cafe of a fudden tumult they could 

[/] Sic multa, quae honeda magidratus adepti, Reipub. 

natara videntur tSct tempo- (latum convalfuri viderentur 

ribus fiunt non honcfla. De — comitiorum ratiose privaw 

Offic. 3. 25. vi. In Pifon. 2. 

[/w] Ego adolefcentes for- [/?] Quo tc, M. Tulli, pia- 

tes Sc bonos, fed ufos ea con- cuio caceam ? ScQ» Plio. Hift. 

ditione fortunae^ uc, fi eifent 1. 7. 30. 

arm 
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arm the City at once, by requiring the Confuls to 

take care^ that the Republic received no detriment : 

which vote was fuppofed to give a fandion to every 

thing that was done in con&quence of it ; fo that 

feveral traiterous magiftrates had been cut off by. 

it, without the formalities ^of a trial, in the adt of 

ftirring up fedition. This* pradice, though in ufe 

from theearliefl: times, had always been complained 

of by the Tribuns, as an infringement of the con- 

fiitution, by giving to the Senate an arbitrary 

power over the lives of Citizens, which could 

DOtl^ally be taken away without a hearing and 

judgement of the whole people. But the chief 

grodge to it was, from it's being a perpetual check 

to the defigns of the ambitious and popular, who 

afpired to any power not allowed by the laws : ic 

was not difficult for them to delude the multitude ; 

' but the Senate was not fo eafily managed, who iy 

tktfa^k vote of committitig the Republic to the Con^ 

Jitls^ could fruftrate at once all the efFedts of their 

popularity, when carried to a point which was 

dangerous to the State : for fince in virtue of it, 

the Tribuns themfelves, whofe perfons were held 

iacred, might be taken off without fentencc or 

trial, when engaged in any traiterous praftices, all 

attempts of that jcind muft necefiarily be hazard- 

oils and defperate. 

This point therefore was to be tried on the 
peribn of Rabirius, in whofe ruin the fadious of 
all ranks were interefted. J. Casfar fuborned L^ 
bienus to profecute him ; and procured himfelf 
to be appointed one of the Duumviriy or the two 
Judges allotted by the Prsetor to fit upon trials of 
treafon [^]. Hortenfius pleaded his caufe, and 
proved by many witneffcs, that the whole accufa- 

[0] Sueton, vit. J. Csf. 12. Dio, p. 42. 

tion 
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tidn was falfe^ and that Satiffmtms was aSuaBf 
killed fy the band of ajlave^ who fir that fervke ah^ 
tained bis freedom from the public [p]. . Caefarhov- 
ever eagerly condemned the old man, who ap* 
pealed from his fencence to the people; when 
nothings fays Suetonius, did him fo mucbfervke^ as 
the partial and forward feverity of his judge [y}. 

Thb Tribuns in the mean while employed all 
their power to deftroy him ; and Labienus wotdd 
not fuffer Cicero to excede half an hour in his de- 
fenfe [r] ; and to raife the greater indignadon 
againfl: the criminal, expofed the piSwre of Satut' 
tnnus in the Rojira^ as of one who fell a martyr to 
the liberties of the people. Cicero opened the de- 
fenfe with great gravity, declaring, " that in the 
«' memory of man there had not been a caufc of 
*' fuch importance, either undertaken by a Tribun, 
*« or defended by a Conful : that nothing lefs was 
** meant by it, than that for the future, there 
** ftiould be no Senate or public Council in die 
*' City ; no confent and concurrence of the honeft 
" againfl: the rage and rafhnefs of the wicked ; no 
*^ refource or refuge in the extreme dangers of die 
*« Republic [j]. — He implores the favour of all 
*^ the Gods, by whofe providence their City was 
*' more fignally governed than by any wifdom of 
*' man to make that day propitious to the fccu- 
*« rity of the ftate, and to the life and fortunes of 
*' an innocent man." — And having poffeflcd the 
minds of his audience with the fanftity of the caufc, 
he proceeds boldly to wifli, that he had been at 
** liberty to confefs, what Hortenfius indeed had 
*' proved to be falfe, that Saturninus, the enemy 
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Ut ad populum prove- [r] Pro Rabir, i. 
canci nihil aeque ac judicis a- \j\ Ibid, 
cerbitas profult. Sueton. 
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* of the Roman people, was killed by the hand 
•< of Rabirtus [/] — that he fliould have proclamed 
<' and bragged oS it, as an ad: that merited re- 
»< wards, inftead of punilhment." — Here he was 
interrupted by the clamor of the oppofite faftion ; 
but he obfcrves it to be " the faint effort of a fmall 
*< part of the affembly ; and that the body of the 
" people, who were filent, would never have 
« made him Conful, if they had thought him 
« capable of being difturbed by fo feeble an in- 
•' fult 5 which he advifed them to drop, fincc it 
« betrayed onely their folly anfl inferiority of 
"their numbers." — The affembly being quieted, 
he goes on to declare, " that though Rabirius did 
^' not kill Saturninus, yet he took arms with in- 
" tent to kill him, together with the Confuls and 
" all the bell of the City, to which his honor, 
^* virtue, and duty called him." — He puts Labienus 
in mind, *• that he was too young to be acquaint- 
" ed with the merits of that caufc ; that he was 
" not born when Saturninus was killed, and could 
". not be apprifed how odious and deteftable his 
" name was to all people : that fome had been ba- 
" nilhed for complaining onely of his death; others 
" for having a pifture of him in their houfes [«] : 
" that he wondered therefore where Labienus 
" had procured that pifture, which none durft ven- 
" ture to keep even at home; and much more, that 
" he had the hardinefs to produce, before an af- 
" fcmbly of the people, what had been the ruin 
" of other men's fortunes — that to charge Rabi- 
" rius with this crime was to condemn the greateft 
" and worthieft Citizens, whom Rome had ever 
" bred ; and though they were all dead, yet the 
" injury was the fame, to rob them of the honor 

[/] Ibid. 6- [«] Ibid. 9. 

« due 
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^^ due to their names and memories. — ^Would C. 
<< Marius^ fays he, have lived in perpetud toils 
«< and dangers, if he had conceived no hopes 
<< concerning hrmfelf and his glory beyond the 
«< litnits of this life ? When he defeated thole in- 
<< numerable enemies in Italy, and faved the He- 
<< public, did he imagine that every thing which 
" related to him would die with him ? No ; it is 
^^ not fo. Citizens ; there is not one of us who 
^< exerts himfelf with praife and virtue in the dan- 
** gcrs of the Republic, but is induced to it by 
•* the expeftation of a futurity. As the minds of 
*' men therefore leem to be divine and immortal 
•• for many other reafons, fo efpecially for thiij 
*' that in all the beft and the wifeft there is fo 
*' ftrong a fcnfe of fomething hereafter, that they 
" feem to relifli nothing but what is eternal. I 
** appeal then to the fouls of C. Marius, and of 
" all thofe wife and worthy Citizens, who, from 
** this life of men, are tranflated to the honors and 
«« fanftity of the Gods-, I call them, I fay, to 
" witnefs, that I think myfelf bound to fight for 
" their fame, glory, and memory, with as mudi 
*^ zeal, as for the altars and temples of my coun- 
*' try ; and if it were neceflfary to take arms in 
*' defcnfe of their praife, I Ihould take them as 
" ftrenuoufly, as they themfelves did for the dc- - 
** fenfe of our common fafety, i£c. [;v]." 

After this fpeech the people were to pais 
judgement on Rabirius by the fuifrages of all the ' 
centuries: but there being reafon to apprehend 
fome violence and foul play from the intrigues (rf 
the Tribuns, Mctellus, the Augur and Prator of 
that year, contrived to diflblve the aflembly by a 
ftratagem before they came to a vote [^J : and the 

{x\ Ibid. lO. \y'\ Dio, 1. 37, 42. 

greater 
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greater affiurs that prefently enfued, and engaged 
tie attention of thie City, prevented the farther 
proiecution and revival of the caufe. 
' But Caefar Was more fuccefsful in another cafe, 
ip which he was more interefted, his fuit for the 
Bgb Prieftbood^ a pofl: of the firft dignity in the 
Republic, vacant by the death of Metellus Pius. 
Labienus opened his way to it by the publication 
if a new law^ for transferring the righi of ek£iing 
from the college ofpriefis to the people^ agreeably to 
the tenor of a former law, which had been re- 
pealed by Sylla. Caefar^s ftrength lay, in the favor 
of the populace, which by immenfe bribes and the 
profufion of his whole fubftance he had gained on 
tlus occadon fo effeftually, that he carried this 
high office, before he had yet been Prater^ againft 
t'mXjmfular competitors of the firft authority in 
Rome, Q^ Catulus and P. Servilius Ifeuricus j the 
one of whom had been Cenfor^ and then bore the 
title of Prince of the Senate \ and the other been 
honored with a Triumph ; yet he procured more 
votes againfi them even in their own tribes^ than they 
hth had out of the whole number of the Citizens [2]. 

Catiline was now renewing his efforts for 
the Confulfliip with greater vigor than ever, and 
by fuch open methods of bribery, that Cicero pub- 
lifhed a new law againfi it^ with the additional pe- 
Jidty of a ten years exilj prohibiting likewife all 
fiews of Gladiators within two years from the time 
(fftdngfor an^ magiftracy^ unlefs they were ordered 
ij the will of a perfon deceafedy and on a certain day 
therein fpecified [a]. Catiline, who knew the law 

\%\ Ita potentiffimos duos qaam atcrqae in omnibus tO/- 

compedtores, mulcamque 8c lerit. Suet. J. Casf. 13. Vide 

state & dignitate anteceden- Pigh. Annal. 
tei, faperavit ; ot plura ipfe [a] Pro Muren. 23. ia 

^ eoriim tribabus foffragia, Vatin^ 15. 

a to 
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to be levelled at himfelf, formed a defign to kill 
Cicero, with fome other chiefs of the Senate [^], 
on the day of election, which was appointed for 
the twentieth of OBober ; but Cicero gave infor- 
mation of it to the Senate the day before, upon 
which the ele£lion was deferred, that they might 
have time to deliberate on an affair of fo great im- 
portance ; and the day following, in a full houfe, 
be called upon Catiline to clear bimfelfoi this charge 5 
where without denying or excufing it, he bluntly 
told them, that there were two bodies in the Re- 
public^ meaning the Senate and the People, the 
one of them infirm with a weak head^ the other firm 
without a head', which lajt hadfo well deferved of 
bimy that itfhould never want a bead while be lived 
He had made a declaration of the fame kind and 
in the fame place a few days before, when upon 
Cato^s threatening him with an impeachment, he 
fiercely replied, that if any flame fhould be excited i% 
bis fortunes, he would extinguijh it, not with water^ 
but a general ruin [c']. 

These declarations ftartled the Senate, and 
convinced them that nothing but a defperate con- 
fpiracy, ripe for execution, could infpire fo daring 
an aflurance : fo that they preceded immediately 
to that decree, which was the ufual refuge in all 
cafes of imminent danger, of ordering the Confuls 
to take care that the Republic received no barm \i\ 
Upon this Cicero doubled his guard, and called 
fome troops into the city ; and when the elcdion 

[h] Dlo, 1. 37. 43. paucis dieba^ ante Catonif 

\c\ Turn enim dixit, duo judicium minitanti. refpoO' 

corpora efTc Reipub. unum difl'et. Si quod effet in fats 

debile, infirmo capice ; alte- fortunas incendium excita* 

rum firmum, fine capite : turn, id fe non aqua, fed nuna 

huic, cum ita de fe meritum reilin6lurum. Pro Muren. 25. 
effec, caput, fe vivo, non de- \d\ Sail. bell. Catil. ^f 

futurum. — Cum idem ille Plutarch. Cic. 

of 
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^nfuls came on, that he might imprint a 
ot' his own and of the public danger the 

ftrongly, he took care to throw back his 
in the view of the people^ and difcovered a 
' hrenft-fhte^ which he wore under it \e\\ 
hich precaution, as he told Catiline after- 

to his face, he prevented his defign of kill- 
4b him and the competitors for the Ccnfulfiip^ 
liom D. Junius Silanus and L. Licinius 
na were declared Confuls eled [/]. 
TiLiNE thus a fecond time repulfed, and 
lii^ nothing but revenge, was now eager 
npatient to execute his grand plot : he had 
her game left ; his fchemes were not onely 
led, but adually difcovered by the fagacity 
e <iij|p.ful, and himfelf fhunned and detefted 
. honeit men ; fo that he refolved without 
r delay to put all to the hazard, of ruining 

his country or himfelf. He was lingularly 
;d both by ar(: and nature for the head of a 
rate confpiracy ; of an illuibrious family^ 
1 fortunes, profligate mind, undaunted 
gc, unwearied induftry •, of a capacity Cr 
to the hardieft attempt, with a tongue that 
explane^ and a hand that could execute it \g\. 
> gives us his juft character in many parts 

works, but in none a more lively pidlurc 
n than in the following paffage \h\ 

Defcendi in campum— < lem in campo & competitio; 

la lata infigniqoe lori- res tuos interficere voluifti» 

omnes boni animad- comprefli conatas tuos nefa- 

nt, & cum in tnetu & rios amicorum prxddio. la 

o Confolem viderenc. Cat. i. 5. 

d fadum eit, ad opem \g\ £rat ei confdium ad 

amque meum concur- facinas apcum : confilio au- 

Pro Muren. z6. tern neqoe lingua, neque ma- 

Cum proximis comi- nus deerat. I d Cat. 3 . 7. 

nfuiaribus, me Confu- [^] Pro Cael. 5. 6. 

a. L N " He 
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** He had in him, fays he, many, though ricJt 
" expicfs images, yet (ketches of the greateft vir- 
•* tues J was acquainted with a great number of 
" wicked men, yet a pretended admiref of the 
*• virtuous. His houle was furnifhcd with a ta- 
** riety of temptations to lult and lewdnefs, yet 
** with fcvcral incitements alfo to induftry and 
•* labor: it was a fcene of vici©us pleafures, yet a 
•* fchool of martial exercifes. There never vas 
*• fuch a monfter on earth compounded of pat 
" fions fo contrary and oppofite. Who was ever 
** more agreable at one time to the beft citizens? 
*^ who more intimate at another with the worft? 
•• who a man of better principles ? who a fouler. 
** enemy to this city ? who more intemperate in 
•* pleafure? who more patient in lii^rP who 
•* more rapacious in plundering ? who more pro- 
*' fufe in fquandering ? he had a wonderful! fa- 
•* culty of engaging men to his friendfhip, and 
** obliging them by his obfervance 5 fluuing 
•• with them in common whatever he was mafter 
•* of; ferving them with his money, his intereft, 
•* his pains, and, when there was occa^on, by 
•' the moft daring adh of villainy; moulding 
•' his nature to hrs purpofes, and bending it CVC' 
•* ry way to his will. With the morofe, he could 
•* live feverely ; with the free, gayly ; with the 
" old, gravely ; with tjje young, chearfully; 
•* with the enterprizing, audaciouQy; with the 
** vicious, luxurioufly. By a temper fo various 
** and pliable, he gathered about him the pro- 
*' fligate and the ra(h from all countries, yet 
" held attached to him at the fame time, many 
** brave and worthy men, by the fpecious Ihcw 
•' of a pretended virtue." ; 

With thefe talents, if he had obtained the 
Confulfnip, and with it the command of the ar- 
mies 
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tnres and provinces of the Empire^ he would pro- 
bablyt lil^e another Cinna, have made himfelf the 
tyrant of his country : but defpair and impatience, 
under his repeated difappoihtments, hurried him 
on CO the mad refolution, of extorting by force what 
he could riot procure by addrcfs. His fchemc 
however i^as riot without a foundation of proba- 
bility, and thtre were feveral reafons for thinking 
the prtfent tiriie the mod fcafonable for the execu- 
tion of rt. Italy was drained in a manner of re- 
gular trOops ; Pompey at a great diftance with the 
beft army of the Empire ; and his old friend An- 
tonius, on whofe afliftance he ftill depended [/], 
Was to JiaVe the command of all the forces that 
remained. But his greateil hopes lay in Sylla's 
Veteran fofdiers, whofe caufe he had always e-^ 
fpbufed, and among whom he had been bred ; 
>vbo, to the number of about an hundred thoufand, 
were fettled in the feveral diftridls and colonies of 
Italy, in the poffelTion of lands afllgned to them 
by Sylla, #htch the generality had wafted by their 
Vices and luxury, and wanted another civil war to 
itpair their (battered fortunes. Among thefe he 
ierhplojired his agents and officers in all parts, to 
debauch therii to his fervice ; and in Etruria, had 
aftually enrolled a confiderable body^ and formed 
them into ia little army under the command of 
Manlius, a bold and experienced Centurion, who 
Waited onely for his orders to take the field [k]. 
We muft add to this what all writers mention, 
the univerfal difafFection and difcontent, which 
poliefled all ranks of the City, but efpecially the 
meaner fort, who from the uneafinefs of their cir- 

[7] Inflatum turn fpe inili- [i] Caftra funt in Italia 

^m, tarn coilegae mei, ut contra Rempub. in Etruria 

^pfe dicebat, proiniffis. Pro faacibas collocata. In Cat. 

Mmn. 23, 1. 2. it. 2. 6. 

N z cumftances> 
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cumftanccs, and the prcflure of their debts, wifhed 
for a change of government ; fo that if Catiline 
had gained any little advantage at fetting out, or 
come off but equal in the firft battle, there was rca- 
fon to exped a general declaration in bis favor [/]. 

He called z council therefore of all the confpi- 
rators, to fettle the plan of their work, and di« 
^nde the parts of it among themfelves, and fix a 
proper day for the execution. There were about 
thirty-fivey whofe names are tranfmitted to us as 
principles in the plot, partly of the Senatarm^ 
partly of the Equefirian order, with many others 
from the colonies and municipal towns of Italy, 
men of families and interefl: in their feveral coun- 
tries. The Senators were P. Cornelius Lentulus, 
C. Cethegus, P. Autronius, L. Caflius Longinus, 
P. Sylla, Serv. Sylla, L. Vargunteius, Q^Curius^ 
Q^ Annius, M. Portius Lecca, L. Beftia [»]. 

Lentulus was defcended from a Patritiao 
• branch of the Cornelian family, one of the mbft 
numerous, as well as the moft fplendid in Rome. 
Jiis grandfather had born the title of Prince tftk 
SemU, and was the moft a6live in the purfuic and 
deftruAion of C. Gracchus, in which he received 
a dangerous wound [»]. The grandfon, by the 
favor of his noble birth, had been advanced to 
the Confulfhip about eight years before, but was 
turned out of the Senate foon after by the Cenfors, 
for the notorious infamy of his life, till by obtain- 
ing the Prastorfhip a fecond time, which he now 

[/] Scdomninocunftaple- [>7] NuniP.Lenta]aiii,piria« 

bes, no varum rerum Audio, cipem Senatus ? CompiQicf 

CatiliniE incepta probabat— alios fummos vires, qai CiiJB 

quod fi primo praclio Catilina L. Opimio Confule amati 

iuperior, auc asqua manu dif- Gracchum io Av^ntinomper' 

ceffiffet, profefto magna cla- fecuti funt ? quo in prdio 

dt^, ^c. ^alluft. 27.29. Lentulus grave vulnusacccrit. 

[m] Siilhill. 17. Phil. 8. 4. in Cat. 4. 6. 

aaually 

f 
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aftually enjoyed, he recovered his' former place 
and rank in that fupreme council [o]. His parts 
were but moderate, or rather flow ; yet the come- 
]ynefs of his perfon, the graceful nefs and proprie- 
ty of his aftion, the ftrength and fweetnefs of his 
Voice, procured him fome reputation as a fpeak^w- 
er [^]. He was lazy, luxurious, and profligate- 
ly wicked ; yet fo vain and ambitious, as to ex- 
peft from the overthrow of the government, to 
be the firfl: man in the Republic ; in which fancy 
he was ftrongly flattered by fome crafty Southfay- 
W, who aflTured him from the Sibylline booksy that 
there were three Corneliuses dejlined to the dominion 
rfRjome\ t\i2X Cinna and Sylla had already pof- 
fcflfed it, and the prophecy wanted to be com- 
pleted in him [j]. With thefe views he entered 
ftecly into the confpiracy, trufting to Catiline's 
vigpr for the execution, and hoping to reap the 
chief fruit from it's fuccefs. 

Qethegus was of an extraftion equally noble, 
but of a temper fierce, impetuous, and daring 
to a degree even of fury. He had been warmly 
engaged in the caufe of Marius, with whom he 
was driven out of Rome ; but when Sylla's af- 
fairs became profperous, he prefently changed 
fides, and throwing himfelf at Sylla's feet, and 
promifing great fervices, was reftored to the 
City [r]. After Sylla's death, by intrigues and 

[o] Lentulus quoqae tunc Harufpicumque refponlis, ft 

maxime Praetor, &c. Flor. 4. efTe tertium ilium Corneliuiii» 

1. Dto, p. 43. Plut. in Cic. ad quern regnum hujas urbis 

[f\ P. Lentulus, cujus Sc atque impcrium pervcnire ef- 

excogitandt & loquendi tar- fet necelTe, &c. In Cat. 3. 4. 

dit;»teni tegebat forxnae digntf it. 4. 6« 
iMi corporis motua pleuus & [r] Quid Catilina tais nata« 



ams h venuftatis, vocis & fua- libus, atque Cethegi' 

o. Inveniet qaifquam ful 
hi mius? 

is, Juv. Sat. 8, 231, App. 3 

N 3 fa(aiQa 



vita»&magnitado. Brut.350. Inveniet qaifquaoi fubli* 

\f\ Lentolom autem £hi mius? 

«o»firmaff(? cj^fatis Sibyllinis, Juv. Sat. 8, 231, App. 399? 
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faAIon he acquired fo great an influencfi^ thai 
while Pompey was abroad, he governed all things 
9t home ; procured for Antonius, the command 
over the coafts of the Mediterranean, and for 
Lucullus, the management of the Mithridadc 
war [s]. In the height of this power, he oiad^ 
an excurfion into Spain, to raife contributions 
in that province, where meeting with fome op- 
polition to his violences, he had the hardineis (9 
infult, and even wound the Proconful Q. Metd« 
lus Pius [/]. But the infolence of his condu^ 
and the infamy of his life gradually diminiOied, 
and at laft deftroyed his credit ^ when finding 
himfelf controuled by the Magiftrates, and tbe 
particular vigilance of Cicero, he entered eagerif 
into Catiline's plot, and was entrufted wid[i the 
nioft bloody and defperate part of it, the talk of 
maffacring their enemies within the city. The \ 
reft of the confpirators were not lefs illuftrious , 
for their birth [«]. The two Sylla's wcrer ncr 
phews to the Diftator of that name ; iVM^^^"? 
» had obtained the Confulfhip, but was deprived 

for bribery, and Caflius was a competitor for it 
with Cicero himfelf. In fliort, they were all rf 
the fame ftamp and charadler -, men whom di&p: 
pointments, ruined fortunes, and flagitious lira| 
had prepared for any defign againft the Sute; 
and all whofe hopes of eafe and advancement 

[s] Hie eft M. AntODiQS, Metelli Pii cogkat, coi bob 

2ui gratia Cottae ConfuH^ & ad illius pcenam career cdi* 

ethegi fedtione in Senata. ficatus efle ndeator? Fro 

^aradonem infinitam.nadtus, SyJJ. 25. 

&c. Afcdn. in Verr. 2. 3. [«] Curii, Porcii, Syto 

Plut. in LocuII. Ccthcgi, Antonii, Varpfl- 

[/] Qois de C. Cethego, teii atque LongiAi : qo« hr 

atque ejus in Hifpaniam pro- milix? qaxSenatuainfigui^ 

fedtipnc, ac ^e vulncre <^ &c. Flor. L4. i. 

depend?^ 
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depended on a change of affairs, and the fub- 
verfion of the Republic. 

At this meeting it was refolved, that » ge- 
neral infurre6tion fhould be raifed through Italy, 
the different parts of which were affigned to dif- 
ferent leaders; that Catiline fhould put himfelf 
at the head of the troops in Etruria ; that Rome 
Ihould be fired in many places at once, and a 
maff&cre begun at the fame time of the whole 
Senate, and all their enemies ; of whom none 
were to be fpared except the fons of Pompey, 
who were to be kept as Hojiages of their peace 
and reconciliation with the father; that in the 
confternation of the fire and maflacre, Catiline 
(hould be ready with his Tufcan army, to take 
the benefit of the public confufion, and make 
himfelf matter of the City ; where Lentulus in 
the mean while, as firfl: in dignity, was to prefide 
in their general councils ; Caflius to manage the 
affair of firing it, Cethcgus to dircdt the maf- 
lacre [xl. But the vigilance of Cicero being the 
chief obftacle to all their hopes, Catiline was 
very defirous to fee him taken off^ before he left 
Rome i upon which two Knights of the .company 
undertook to kill him the next morning in his 
bed, in an early vifit on pretence of bufinefs [y]. - 
They were both of his acquaintance, and ufed 
to frequent his houfe -, and knowing his cuftom 
of giving free accefs to all, made no doubt of 

[«] Cam Catilina egrede- rem : rcpcrti funt duo Equi- 

retor ad exerdtom, Lentulus tes Roroani, qui te ifla cur^ 

in Qrbe relinqaeretur, CaiGus liberarent, & fefe ilia ipf^ 

incendiisy Cethegns caedi pras- no£te ante lucem me mea ia 

?oneretur. ProSyll. iQ.Vid. Ie£tulo interfe^lnros pollice- 

lat.jnCicer. rentur. In CatU. l. 4. it. 

|>] Dixiili paallolam tibi Sallalt 28. 
€ffe morse, quod egO vive- 

N 4 *^in& 
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bdng readily admitted, as Cornelius, one of 
the two, afterwards confefled [z]. 

Thx meeting was no fooner over, than Cicero 
bad information of all that pafled in it ^ for by 
the intrigues of a woman named Fulvia, he bid 
gained over Curius her gallant, one of the con- 
Ipirators of Senatorian rank> to fend him a 
pun£hial account of all their deliberations. He 
prefently imparted his intelligence to fome of 
the chias of the city, who were aflembled that 
evening, as ufual, at his houfe-, in/arming them 
not omh/ of the defign^ but naming the men wh$ 
were to execute it^ and the very hour when tbef^ 
would he at his gate : all which fell out exaftiy 
as he foretold •, for the two Knights came befbit 
breaki of day, but had the mortification to find 
the houfe well guarded^ and all (Omittance refufd^ 
to them \a\. 

Catiline was difappointed likewiie in anor 
ther afFair of no lefs moment before he quitted the 
City ; a defign to furprize the town of Pr^emfte^ 
one of the ftrongeft fortreffes of Italy, within 
twenty- five miles of Rome; which would have 
been of fingular ufe to hin^ in the War, and a 
fure retreat in z\\ events : but Cicero was (till be- 
forehand with him, and from the apprehenfion 
of fuch an attempt, had previoufly fcnt orderi 
to the place to keep a fpecial guard; fo that 
when Catiline came in the night to make an al: 

[z\ Tunc tans pater» Cor- claii eos, qaos to mane sd. 

xieli, id quod tandem all- me falatatem miferas; coin 

^uando confitetnr* illam fib^ illi ipfi veniiTenty qaos egoj 

officiofam provinciam depo* jam muhis ac (nmihis Tim 

pofcit. ProSyll. 18. ad me id temporis ventoroi| 

[a] Domum meam roajo- e/Te pra^dixeram. In CatS* 

rlbtis prsfidiis muDiv^: ex« 1.4. 
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fault, he found them fo well provided^ that he 
durft not venture upon the experiment [^]. 

This was the ftatc of the confpiracy, when 

Cicero delivered the firft of Sbofe four fpccches, 

which were fpokcn upon the occafion of it, and 

are ftill extant. The meeting of the confpirators 

was on the fixth of November, in the evening.; 

and on the eighth he fummoned the Senate to 

ibe Temple of Jupiter in the Capitol^ where it was 

fiot ufually held but in times of pubKc alarm [c]. 

There had been ieveral debates before this on the 

kmt fubjefi: of Catiline's treafons, and his deliga. 

^f killing the Conful ; and a decree had pafled at 

the motion of Cicero, to offer a public reward 

to the firft difcovcrer of the plot j if ajlavty his 

Uerijy and eight hundred pounds ; if a citizen^ his 

fardon^ and ftXteen hundred \d\. Yet Catiline 

by a profound diflimulation, and the conftant 

prolefltons of his innocence, ftill deceived niany 

of ail ranks ; reprefenting the whole as the fidioa 

of his enemy Cicero, and offering to give fecurt- 

ty for his behaviour, and to deliver himfelf to 

the cuftody of any whom the Senate would name ; 

4 M. Lepidus^ of the Prator MeteUus^ or of 

Geero himfelf: but none of them would receive 

Urn, and Citero plainly told him, that he Jbould 

never think himfelf fafe in the fame houfe^ whek 

he was, in danger by living in the fame City with 

[i] Quid ? earn tp Pr^f- [c] Nihil hie monitiflimus 

^fti Kalcndis ipfis Noyem- habendi Senatas locus. lb* 

^fibas occapati^rum no^arnp i . i . 

impeta confideres ? Senfiftine [//JSiqaisiodicaffetdecon- 

inam coloniam meo juilb, juratione, qux contra Remp. 

nieis prcfidiis — efle muni- fada erat, praemium fervo, 

fun? Ibid. I. 3. Pranefte — libertatem & fefiertia centum ;' 

natora munitum. Veil. Pat. liberto, impanitatexn k fef- 

^.26. "' tenia cc. Saluft. ^.— 

him : 
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bim [e] : yet be flill kept on the mafk, and had 
the confidence to come to this very meeting in 
the Capitol \ which fo fliocked the whole aflcm- 
bly, that none even of his acquaintance durfi venture 
to falute him ; and the Conftdar Senators quitted 
that part of the houfe in which he fat ^ and left the 
whole bench clear to him [/]. Cicero was fo pro- 
voked by his impudence, that inftead of enter- 
ing upon any bufinefs, as he defigned, addref- 
fing ;himlelf diredlly to Catiline, he broke out 
into a moft fevere inveftive againfl: him ; and 
with all the fire and force of an incenfed eloquence 
laid open the whole coufe of his villainies, and 
the notoriety of his treafons. 

He put him in mind, ^' that there was a de* 
** cree already made againft him, by which he 
<( could take his life [^] ; and that he ought to 
•* have done it long ago, fince many, far mor^ 
•* eminent and lefs criminal, had been taken oflE* 
•* by the fame authority for the fufpicion oncljr^ 
•* of treafonable dcfigns ; that if he fhould or — - 
^* der him therefore to be killed upon the fpot^..^ 
** there was caufe to apprehend, that it woulcK — 
•* be thought rather too late, than too cruel.—— 

•« But there was a certain reafon which yet with 

" held him Thou (halt then be put to^ 

*• death, fays he, when there is not a man to^^ 
•' be found fo wicked, fo defpcrate, fo like to^^ 
•* thyfelf, who will deny it to be done juftly. — — 

f^] Cum a me id refpon- ac neceflariis faluUvit ? Qwdss^ 

fum tulifles, me nullo inodo quod adventu tuo ilia fab^ 

poiTe iifdem pariecibus tuto iellia vacuefafta font ? &c— *■ 

effe tecum, qui magno in lb. i. 7. 

periculo efiem, quod iifdem [g] Habemus Senatas con— -^ 

mqenibus contiperemur. lb. fultum in te, Catilina vehe— ^ 

I* 3. mens & grave. In Cati{ --^ 

[/] Quis te ex hac tanta 1 . i . 
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** As long as there is one who dares to defend 
^« thee, thou (halt live; and live fo, as thou 
*« now doft, furrounded by the guards, which 
*' I have placed about thee, fo as not to fufFer 
" thee to ftir a foot againft the Republic ; whilft 
^' the eyes and ears of many Ihall watch thee, 
** as they have hitherto done, when thou little 
« thoughteft of it [by* He then goes on to 
give a detail of all that had been concerted by 
the confpirators at their feveral meetings, to let 
him fee, " that he was perfcftly informed of 
f^ every ftep which he had taken, or defigned to 
f^ take';** and obferves, ** that he faw feveral 
5* at that very time in the Sjenate, who had af- 

« fitted at thofc meetings. He preflcs him 

f* therefore to quit the City, and fince all hi$ 
^* counfils were detefted, to drop the thought of 
** fires an^ maflacres ; ■ . that the jgates were 
** open, and no body (hould ftop him [/].*• 
Then running over the flagitious enormities of 
his life, and the feries of his traiterous practices, 
" he exhorts, urges, commands him to depart, 
?* and if he would be advifed by him, to go' in- 
•« to a voluntary exil, and free them from their 
^* fears; that, if they were juft ones, they might 
" be fafer ; if groundlefs, the quieter [k] : that 
♦' though he would not put the qucftion to the 
♦' houfe, whether they would order him into 
" banilhment, or not, yet he would let him fee 
** their fenfe upon it by their manner of behaving 
♦* while he was urging him to it ; for (hould he 
?* bid any other Senator of credit, P. Sextius, 
*« or M. Marcellus, to go into exil, they would 
** all rife up againft him at once, and lay violent 
f' hands on their Conful : yet when he faid it to 

Ih] Ibid. 2, £i] Ibid. s» f*] Ibid. 7. 

*' him. 
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«* himt by their filence they approved it; by 
«< their fufFering it, decreed it; by faying no- 
«* thing, proclamed their confent [/]• That 
<* he would anfwer likewife for the Knights, 
•* who were then guarding the avenues of the 
<* Senate, and were hardly reftrained from doing 
<* him violence ; that if he would confent to gO| 
<^ they would all quietly attend him to the 

•« gates, Yet after all, if in virtue of bis 

<« command he fhould really go into banifhment, 
•* he forefaw what a ftorm of envy he fliould 
<< draw by it upon himfelf ; but he did not value 
•« that, if by his own calamity he could avert 
*< the dangers of the Republic : but there was 
•« no hope that Catiline could ever be induced 
«* to yield to the occalions of the State, or 
•« moved with a fenfe of his crimes, or reclamed 
«< by fhame, or fear, or reafon, from his mad- 
*« nefs [w]. He exhorts him therefore, if he 
<< would not go into exil, to go at leaft, where 
«< he was expefted, into Manlius's camp, and 
" begin the war ; provided onely, that he would 
** carry out with him all the reft of his crew :— 
«« That there he might riot and exult at his foil 
«* eafe, without the mortification of feeing one 
«* honeft man about him [n\. — There he might 
** pradlife all that difcipline to which he had 
*' been trained, of lying upon the ground, not 
** onely in purfuit of his lewd amours, but of 
** bold and hardy enterprizes: there he might 
*' exert all that boafted patience of hunger, cold, 
** and want, by which however he would (hort^ 
*' ly find himfelf undone." He then introdu^ 
ces an expoftulation of the Republic with him- 
felf, " for his too great lenity, in fuffering fudi 

[/] Ibid. 8^ [m] Ibid. 5. [»] Ibid. 10. 
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of M. rVLLIUS CICEHO. 18^ 

*« a traitor to cfcape, inftead of hurrying him t6 
« immediate death; that it was an inflance of 
" cowardice and ingratitude to the Roman ped- 
«* pie, thit he, a new man, who, without any 
** recommendation from his ancellors, had beetl 
*<E raifedbythem through all the degrees of ho>^ 
^« nor to fovereign tlignity, fliould for the takt 
^< of any danger to himtelf^ negfeft the care of 
«« thie public fafety [0]. To this moft facrdi 
« voice of hly country, fays he, and to all 
<• thofe who blame me after the iame manner^ 
•« I Khali make this fhort anfwer; that if I had 
« thought it the moft advifable to put Catiline 
<« to death, I would not have allowed that Gla- 
*« diator the ufe of one moriient's life: for if^ 
« in fbrifter days, our moft illuftrious Citizens, 
^* inftead of fullying, have done honor to their 
«« memories, by the dcftruftion of Saturninus, 
«* the Gracchi, Flacciis, and many others ; there 
«< is no ground to fear, that by killing this Par- 
« ricide any envy would lie upon me with po-* 
«« ftcrity ; yet if the grcateft was fure to befall 
*« me, it was always my perfuafion, that envy 
«* acquired by virtue was really glory, not en- 
^« vy : but there are fome of this very order, 
!• who do not either fee the dangers which hang 
« over us, or elfe diflcmble what they fee ; who 
** by the foftnefs of their votes cherilh Catiline's 
** hopes, and add ftrength to the confpiracy by 
** not believing it; whofe authority influences 
** many, not onely of the wicked but the 
** weak ; who, if I had punilhed this man as he 
" deferved, would not have failed to cry out 
** upon me for acting the tyrant [p]. Now I 
i' am perfuaded, that when he is once gone into 

[0 Ibiiiu [/] Ibid. 12. 
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<< Manlius's camp, whither he adually defigni 
^*' to go, none can be fo filly, as not to fee that 
<< there is a plot, none fo wicked, as not to ap- 
*< knowledge it : whereas by taking off him a- 
** lonci though this peflilence would be Ibmewhac 
<* checked^ it could not be fuppreffed : but when 
^ he has thrown himfelf into rebellion, and car< 
*< ried out his friends along with him, and drawn 
^* together the profligate and deiperate from all 
^^ parts of the empire^ hot pnely this ripened 
** plague of the Republic, but the very root 
^^ and feed of all our evils will be extirpated 
*• with him at once.** Then applying himfelf 
again to Catiline^ he concludes With a fhort 
prayer to Jupiter: *< With thefe omens, Ca- 
«^ tilinCj of ail profperity to the Republic, but 
<^ of de(truAion to thyfelf, aiid all thofe who 
^* have joined themfelves with thee in all kinds 
*^ of parricide, go thy way then to this impioui 
•* and abominable war; whilft thou, Jupiter, 
^< whofe religion was eflablifhed with the foun- 
*' dationof this City, wHom we truly call Stator, 
•« the flay and prop of this empire, wilt drive 
** this man and his accomplices from thy altars 
^^ and temples, from the houfes arid walls of the 
•' city, from the lives and fortunes of us all ; 
*« and wilt deflroy with eternal punifliments, 
^* both living and dead^ all the haters of good 
•' men, the enemies of their country, the plun- 
•' derers of Italy, now confederated in this de- 
•* teftable league and partnerlhip Of villainy." 

Catiline, aflonifhed by the thunder of this 
fpeech, had little to fay for himfelf in anfwer to 
it ; yet with down-cajt looks and fuppUani voice he 
heggsd of the Fathers^ not to believe too hajlily what 
was faid againji him by an enemy ; that his birth 
and p^Ji life offered every thing to him that was 

hojpefull'. 
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Ibpeftdhy and it was not to be imagined^ that a man 
of Patrician family^ wbofe anctfiors^ as well as bim-^ 
felfy had given mattf proofs of their affeaion to the 
Roman people^ JbouU want to overturn the govern^ 
mefst ; while Cicero^ a firanger^ and late inhaiitani 
rf Rome^ was fo zealous to preferve it. But as he 
was going on to give foul language, th^ Sehdto 
interrupted him by a general outcry^ caUmg him Trai^ 
tor and Parricide : upqn which being furious and 
deiperate, be declared again aloud what he had 
faid before toCato, thatfince be was circumvented 
mid driven head-lot^ by his enemies^ he would quench 
the flame which was raifed about Jbim^ iy the common 
tmn ; and fo rufhed out of the afiembly [q\. As 
ibon as he was come to his houfe, and began to 
itfledfc on what had palled, perceiving it in vain 
to diflemble any longer, he refolved to enter into 
aftion iinmediately, before the troops of the Re- 
public were encreafed, or any new levies made ; 
fo that after a fliort conference with Lentukis, 
Cethegus, and the reft, about what had been 
concerted in the laft meeting, having given frefli 
orders and aflurances of his fpeedy return at the 
head of a ftrong army, he left Rome that very 
night with a fmall retinue, to make the beft of 
his way towards Etruria [r]. 

He no fooner difappeared, than his friends 
gave out that he was gone into a voluntary e$cil at 
Marfeilles [jj ; which was induftrioufly fpread 
through the City the next morning, to raife an 
odium upon Cicero, for driving an innocent 
man into banilhiiient without any previous trial 

[y] Turn ille furibundus ; [s] At enim fant, Qairites^ 

Quoniam quidem circumven- qui dicunt a me in exiliam 

las, inqait, ab ioimicis pne- eje6iain eSe Catilinam — Ego 

ceps agor, incendiam meum yehemens ille Confal, qui 

luina extinguam. SalluR. 31. verbo cives in exilium ejicio« 

[rj Ibid. 32. ^. In Catil. 2. 6. 

or 
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or pitKif of his guilt : but Cicero was too well 
informed of his motions to entertain any doube 
about ^is going to Manlius's camp, and into ac-^ 
tual rebellion, he knew that he had fent thither 
already a quantity of arms^ and all the et^gm of 
mlitary command, with that fiver eaglcj which hi 
ufid to keep with great Juperflition in his houfe, for 
ifs bavi$^ belonged to C. Marius in his exp^UioH 
againft the Cimbri [/]. But lead the ftory (hould 
make an ill impreflion on the City^ he called the 
people together into the Forum, to gii^e them 
an account of what pafled in the Senate the daj 
ibeibre^ and of Catiline's leaving Rome upon it. 

He began by <' congratulating with them on 
"*< Catiline's flight, as on a certain vidory ; fioce 
^'^ the driving him from his fecret plots and idfi^ 
<< dious atteinpts on their lives and fortunes into 
<< open rebellion, was in efie£l: to conquer him: 
^ that Catiline himfelf was fenfible oi it i whofe 
^« chief »rcgret in his retreat was not for leaving 
'■ the City, but for leaving it (landing [«].*— But 
•* if there be any here, fays he, who blame mc 
*^ for what I am boafting of, as you all indeed 
*« juftly may^ that I did not rather fcize, than 
«' ibnd a way fo capital an enemy ; that is not my 
*« fault, Citizens, but the fault of the times. Ca- 
<< tiline ought long ago to have fuffered the laft 
♦' punifhment ; the cuftom of our aaceftors, the 
** difcipline of the empire, and the Republic itfelf 
«' required it : but how many would there have 
** been, who would not have believed what I 
«' charged him with ? how many, who through 
*' weaknefs would never have imagined it, or 

[/] Cam fafcesy cum to* fcelerum domi fus fccerat^ 
bas, cum figna milicaria, fcirem efTe prsemiflam. lb. 
cum aquilam illam argente- Sallud. ^9. 
am> cui ille eciam facrarium [u] In Catil. 2. i. 

•* throu^ 
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*' through wickednefs would have defended it ?" 
—He obferves, " that if he had put Catiline 
« to death, he fhould have drawn upon himfelf 
«( fuch an odium, as would have rendered him 
«' unable to profecute his accomplices, and extir- 
•« pate the remains of the confpiracy ; but fo far 
«' from being afraid of him now, he was forty 
« oncly that he went off with fo few to attend 
I •• him [x] : thjit his forces were contemptible, if 
<^ compared with thofe of the Republic ; piade 
«« up of a miierable,^ needy crew, who had wafted 
«< their fubftance, forfeited their bails, and would 
<* ran ai^ay not only at the fight of an ariny^ 
•• but of the Praetor's edift : — That thofe, who 
*< had deferted his army and ftaid behind, were 
<' more to be dreaded than the army itfelf 1 and 
*^ the more fo, becaufe they knew him to be in- 
"formed of all their defigns, yet were not at all 
" moved by it : that he had laid open all their 
^*€0unfils in the Senate the day before, upon 
" which Catiline was fo diOieartened, that he inrv- 
" mediately fled : that he could not guefs what 
" thcfe others meant •, if they imagined that he 
" ihould always ufe the fame lenity, they were 
" much miftaken [y] : for he had now gained 
" what, he had hitherto been waiting for^ to make 
•* all people fee that there was a confpiracy 5 that 
*• now therefore there was no more room for cle- 
** mency, the cafe itfelf required feverity : yet 
" he would ftill grant them one thing, to quit the 
" city and follow Catiline : nay, would tell them 
" the way, it was the Aurelian road, and, if 
" they would make haft, they might overtake 
" him before night." Then after defcribing the 
profligate life and.converfation of Catiline and his 

[*] Ibid. 2 [y] Ibid, p 
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accomplices [2], he declares it ** infufftrably Iffli 
*^ pudenc for Ibch men to pretend to ploCi the 
** Lizy againft the aAive, the foolifli againft the 
*' prudent, the drunken againft the (ober, the 
*' drowfy againft the vigilant ; who lolling at 
'* feafts, embracing miftrefles, ftaggering with 
** wine, ftuffed with viftuals, crowned with gar- 
** lands, dawbed with prefumes, belch in their 
*< converfations of mallacring the honeft, and 
•* firing the city. If my Confulfhip, fays he, 
** fince it cannot cure, (hould cut off* all chefe, it 
^^ would add no fmall period to the duration of 
'* the Republic : for there is no nation, which 
" we have reafon to fear, no King, who can 
'* make war upon the Roman people ; all diftur- 
** bances abroad, both by land and fea, are quelt- 
** ed by the virtue of one man ; but a domeftic 
** war ft ill remains ; the treafon, the danger, the 
•* enemy is within ; we are to combat with luxury, 
•• with madnefs, with villainy: in this warlprth 
•* fefs myfelf your leader, and take upon myfcK 
•* all the animofity of the defperatc : whatever 
" can poffibly be healed, I will heal ; but what 
*• ought to be cut off*, I will never fuffer to fprcid 
" to the ruin of the city [ay* He then takes 
notice of the report of Catiline's being driven into 
exil, but ridicules the weaknefs of it, and fays, 
" that he had put that matter out of doubt, bf 
•* expofing all his creafons the day before in the 
•* Senate [^]." He laments " the wretched con- 
*' dition not onely of governing, but even of pre- 
*' ferving States : for if Catiline, fays he, baffled 
•' by my pains and counfils, fhould really change 
** his mind, drop all thoughts of war, and be- 
'^ take himfelf to exil, he would not be faid to be 

fzj Ibid. 4. [*] Ibid. 5. [A] Ibid. 6. 
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" difarmcd and terrified, or driven from his pur- 
" pofc by my vigilance : but uncondemned and 
" innocent to be forced into baniJhment by the 
" threats of the Conful j and there would be num- 
" bcrs, who would think him not wicked, but 
" unhappy ; and me not a diligent Conlul, but 
" a cruel tyrant." He declaies, " that though 
" for the fake of his own cafe or charafter he 
" ihould never wifli to hear of Catiline's being at 
•* the head of an army, yet they would certainly 
" hear it in three day's time :-^that if m*en were 
" fo perverfe as to complain of his being driven 
« away, what would they have faid if he had 
r *' been put to death ? Yet there was not one of 
" thofe who talked of his going to Marfeilles^ 
" but would be forry for it if it was true, and 
" wiflied much rather to fee him in Manlius's 
♦* camp [f]." He procedes to dcfcribe at large the 
ftrength and forces of Catiline, and the different 
fcrts of men of which they were compofed -, and 
then difplaying and oppofing to them the liiperior 
fiwces of the Republic, he (hews it to be *' a coii- 
" tention of all forts of virtue againll all forts of 
" vice; in which, if all human helpthould fail 
" them, the Gods themfelves would never fuffcr 
^ the bctt caufe in the world to be vanquifhed by 
" the worft [i]." He requires them therefore 
" to Iccep a watch onely in their private houfes, 
•* for he had taken care to fecure the public, 
** without any tumult: that he had given notice 
" to all the colonies and great towns of Catiline's 
j •* retreat, fo as to be upon their guard againtt 
f •* him : that as to the body of Gladiators, whom 
j ' ** Catiline always depended upon as his beft and 
I ** fureft band, they were takjen care of in fuch a 

I fr] [bid. 7, 8, 9, 10, [d\ Ibid. II. 
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<* manner, as to be in the power of the Re- 
•* public [e\\ though, to fay the truth, even 
" thcfe were better affefted than feme part of 
*' the Patricians : that he had fent Q^ Metellui 
*' the'Praetor into Gaul and the diftrift of Picc- 
•* num, to oppofe all Catiline's motions on that 
^* fide ) and for fettling all matters at home had 
** fummoned the Senate to meet again that mom- 
«* ing, which, as they faw, was then aflcmbling. 
*' As for thofe therefore who were left behind in 
•* the city, though they were now enemies, yet 
" fince they were born citizens, he admonifted 
^' them again and again, that his lenity had beeti 
" waiting only for an opportunity of demonftrat- 
** ing the certainty of the plot : that for the reft, 
'* he fliould never forget that this was his coun- 
•' try, he their Conful, who thought it his duty 
** either to live with them, or die for them. 
" There is no guard, fays he, upon the gates, 
** none to watch the roads ; if any one has a mind 
*• to withdraw himfelf, he may go wherever he 
*' pleafes ; but if he makes the lead flir within 
" the city, fo as to be caught in any overt-aft 
** againft the Republic, he (hall know, thattherc 
*' are in it vigilant Confuls, excellent Magiftratcs, 
" a ftout Senate; that there are arms, and a 
*' prifon, which our anccftors provided as the 
*• avenger of manifeft crimes ; and all this (hall 
" be tranfafted in fuch a manner, Citizens, that 
** the greateft diforders fhall be quelled without 
*^ the lead hurry ; the greateft dangers without 
" any tumult ; a domeftic war, the moft dcfpc- 
*^ rate of any in our memory, by me your oncly 

{c] Ibid. 12. Decrevcre diftribucrentur pro cojoiqafl^ 
uti fainiliae gladiatoria; Ca- opibuf. Salluft. 30. 
puam k in castera munici|:iii 
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« Leader and General, in my gown ; which I 
«< will manage fo, that, as far as it is poflible, not 
« one even of the guilty (hall fufFer punilhment 
<< in the city : but if their audacioufnefs and my 
" country's danger ftiould neceffarily drive me 
« from this mild refolution, yet I will effed:, 
<( what in fo cruel and treacherous a war could 
" hardly be hoped for, that not one honeft man 
" ihall fall, but all of you be fafe by the punifli- 
«* merit of a few. This I promife. Citizens, not 
« from any confidence in my own prudence, or 
** from any human counfils, but from the many 
" evident declarations of the Gods, by whofe im- 
" pulfe I am led into this perfuafion -, who affifl: 
*• us, not as they ufed to do, at a diftance, againlt 
« foreign and remote enemies, but by their pre- 
** fent help and proteftion defend their templea 
" and our houfes : it is your part therefore to 
•* worfhip, in^plore, and pray to them, that fincc 
<< all our enemies are how fubdued both by land 
" and fea, they would continue to preferve this 
" city, which was dcfigned by them for the mod 
« beautiful!, the moft florilhing, and mod pow- 
« erfull on earth, from the deteftable treafons of 
" it*s own defperate citizens." 

We have no account of this day's debate in the 
Senate, which met while Cicero was fpeaking to 
the people, and were waiting his coming to them 
from the Rojlra : but as to Catiline, after flaying 
a few days on the road to raife and arm the coun- 
try through which he paffed, and which his agents 
had already been difpofing to his incerefts, he 
marched direSlly to Manlius^ camp^ with the Fafcei 
i^ndall the enfigns cf military command difplayed be- 
fore him. Upon this news the Senate declared 
both him and Maniius/>«Z'//V enemies^ with offers of 
O 3 pardon 
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pardon to all his followers^ who were not emidimiui 
cf capital crimes^ if they returned to their duty bj a 
certain day ; and ordered the Canfids te make new 
levies^ and that ylntonius fljould follow Catiline witb 
the army \ Cicero ftcrf at home to guard the Gty [/]. 
It will fcem ftrange to fome, that Cicero^ when 
he had certain information of Catilin^s treafon^ 
jnftead of fcizing him in the city, not onely fuf- 
fered but urged his efcape, and forced him as it 
were to begin the war. But there was good rea- 
fon for what he did, as he frequently intimates 
in his fpecches -, he had many enemies among the 
Nobility, and Catiline many fecret friends ; and 
though he was perfcftly informed of the whole 
progrefs and extent of the plot, yet the proofs 
being not ready to be laid before the public, Ca- 
tiline's dijjimulation ftill prevailed, and perfuaded 
great numbers of his innocence ; fd that if he had 
imprifoned and punifhed him at this time, as hede- 
fcrved, the whole faclion were prepared to raifc a 
general clamor againft him, by reprefenting ln$ 
adminiftration as a Tyi'anny^ and the plot as a for- 
gery contrived to fupport it : whereas by driving Ca- 
tiline into rebellion, he made all men fee the rea- 
lity of their danger ; while from an exadt account 
of his troops, he knew them to be fo unequal to 
thofe of the Republic, chat there was no doubt of 
his being deftroyed, if he could be puQied to the 
nccefTity of declaring himfclf before his other pro- 
jecfts were ripe for ex:rcution. He knew alio, that 
if Catiline was once driven out of the city, and 
feparatcd from his accomplices, who were a tey, 
drunken^ thougktlefs crew^ they would ruin ihtm- 
felves by their own ralhnels, and be eafily drawn 
into any trap which he (hould lay for them : the 

[/] Salluft. 36. 

event 
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eirenc (hewed chat he judged right; and by what 
happened afterwards both to Catiline and to him- 
felf ic appeared, that, as far as human caution 
could reach, he aded with the utmoft prudence 
in regard as well to his own, as to the public 
fafety. 

Is the midft of all this hurry, and foon after 
Catiline's flight, Cicero found leilUre, according to 
his cuftom, to defend L. Murena, one of the Con- 
fids eleSy who was now brought to a trial for bri- 
^ery and corruption. Cato had declared in the Se- 
nate, that he would try the force of Cicero^ s late law 
upon one of the Confular candidates [g] : and fince 
Catiline, whom he chiefly aimed at, was out of 
his reach, he refolved to fall upon Murena ; yet 
connived at the fame time at the other Conful, 
Siianus, who had married bisjijler^ though equally 
guilty with his coUegue [h"] : he was joined in the 
accufation by one of the difappointed candidates, 
S» Sulpicius, a perfon of difliinguiOied worth and 
charader, and. the moft celebrated Lawyer of the 
age, for whofe fervice, and at lyhofe inftance C/- 
cero^s lawagainft bribery >yas chiefly provided [/]. 
, Murena was bred a foldier, and had acquired 
great fame in the Mithridatic war^ as Lieutenant 
to LucuUus [it] \ and was now de&nded by three, 
the greateft men, as well as the greatefl Orators 
of Rome, Craffus, Hortenfius, and Cicero; fo 
that there had feldom been a trial of more expcc- 

[^] Dixi in Senata, me tafti— geftas eftmos & volun. 

nomeo Confularis candidati tati & dignicatitu^. ProMu- 

delatarum. Pro Muren. 30. ren. 23. 
Quod acrociter in Senata dix- [k\ Lcgatas L. Lucullo fu- 

ifti, aat non dixifles, aac fe- it: qaainlegationeduxicex- 

pofaiiTes. lb. 31. Plutar. ercicum — magDa^ copias hof- 

Cato dum fudit, urbes partim vi, 

[h"] Plutarch, in Cato. partim obfidiop^ Cepit. Pro 

^r] Legem ambicas flagi- Murep, 9. 

O 4 tation. 
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tation, on account of the dignity of all the parties 
concerned. The charafter of the accufers makcf 
it reafonable to believe, that there was clear proof 
of fome illegal practices ; yet from Cicero's fpeech, 
which, though imperfeft, is the onely remaining 
monument of the tranfaftion, it feems probable, 
that they were fuch onely, as though ftrifty 
fpcaking irregular, were yet warranted by cuftom 
and the example of al) Candidates ; and though 
heinous in the eyes of a Cato, or an anffrj com- 
petUor^ were ufually overlooked by the magiftrates 
and cxpefted by the people. 

The accufation confided of three heads; the 
ftandal bf Mnrem's life ; ihe want of dignity in bis 
ckaraSler and family \ and bribery in the- late elec- 
tion. As to the firft, the greateft crime which 
Cato charged him with was dancing \ to which Ci- 
cero's defenfe is fomewhat remarkable : *' He ad- 
•' monilhes Cato not to throw out fuch a calumny 
*' fo inconfideratcly, or to call the ConfuJ of Rome 
•* a dancer; but to confider how many other 
** crimes a man muft needs be guilty of before 
** that of dancing could be truly objeded to him } 
** fince nobody ever danced, even in folitude, or 
** a private meeting of friends, who was not ei- 
f * ther drunk or mad ; for dsjqcing was always the 
** laft ad: of riotous banquets, gay places, and 
*' much jollity : that Cato charged him therefore 
J^ with what was the efFcft of many vices, yet 
** with none of thofe, without which that vice 
*' could not pbinbly fubfift; with no fcandalous 
** feafts, no amours, no nightly revels, no lewd- 
^* nefs, rio extravagant expenfe, 6f^. [/]/* 

As to the fecond article, the want of dignity, it 
was urged chiefly by Sulpicius, who being noble. 

fOIbid. 6. ■ 
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and a patrician^ was the more mortified to be de- 
feated by a PleMoHj whofe excraAion he con* 
temned: but " Cicero ridicules the vanity of 
«* thinking no family good, but a Patrician ; 
<^ fhews that Murena's grand- father and great 
" grand*father had been Prsetors ; and that his 
<< father alfo from the fame dignity had obtained 
<< the honor •f a Triumph : that Sulpicius*s no- 
<* bility was better known to the antiquaries than 
^* to the people ; fincc his grand-father had never 
" born any of the principal offices, nor his father 
" ever mounted higher than the Equeftrian rank : 
«* that being therefore the fon of a Roman Knight^ 
"' he had always reckoned him in the fame clafs 
" with himfelf, of thofe who by their own in-* 
*• duftry had opened their way to the higheft ho- 
" nors ; that the Curius's, the Cato*s, the Pom- 
" peius's, the Marius's, the Didius's, the Caelius*s 
" were all of the fame fort : that when he had 
*^ broken through that barricade of Nobility, and 
" laid the Confullhip open to the virtuous, as well 
'* as to the noble ; and when a Conful, of an an- 
" dent and illuftrious defcent, was defended by a 
^' Conful, the fon of a Knight ; he never ima- 
" gined, that the accufers would venture to fay a 
" word about the novelty of a family : that he 
^^ himfelf had two Patrician competitors, the one 
^' a profligate and audacious, the other an dBeU , 

" lent and modeft man ; yet that he outdidrCa- 
" tiline in dignity, Galbain interefl:; and if that had 
'^ been a .crime in a new man, he fhould not have 
*' wanted enemies to objeft it to him [^»].'* He 
then (hews, ** that the fcicnce of arms, in which 
'* Murena excelled, had much more dignity and 
*' fplcndor in it than the fcience of the law, being 

[i»] Pro tfiutcn. 7, 8. 

« that 
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that which firft gave a name to the Roman 

people, brought glot7 co their city, and fub- 

dued the world to their empire : that martial 

virtue had ever been the means -of conciliating 

the favor of the people, and recommending to 

the honors of the date ; and it was but rea- 

fonable that it (hould hold the firft place in that 

city, which was railed by it to be the head of 

all other cities in the world [»)." 

As to the laft and heavieft part of the chai^ge, 

the crime of iribery^ there was little or nothing 

made out againft hitn, but what was too common 

to be thought criminal ; the bribery of Jbews^ pkfs^ 

and dinners given to the populace -y yet not lb much 

by himfelf, as by his friends and relations, who 

were zealous to ferve him ; fo that Cicero makes 

very flight of it, and declares himfelf " more 

«* afraid of the authority, than the acciifation of 

^^ Caco '," and to obviate the influence which the 

reputation of Cato's integrity might have in the 

caufe, he obferves, " that the people in general, 

♦> anji all wife judges had ever been jealous of the 

V power and interefl: of an accufer ; left the cri- 

** minal ftiould be born down, not by the weight 

" of his crimes, but the fuperior force of his ad- 

*' verfary. Let the authority of the great prc- 

*' vail, fays he, for the i'afety of the innocent, 

^^ 4fc proteclion of the helpkls, and the relief (^ 

" tre miferable ; but let it's influence be repelled 

*' from the dangers and dcfl:ruclion of citizens: 

*' for if any one ftiould fay, that Cato would not 

" have taken the pains to accufe, if he had not 

*' been aflured of the crime, he cftabliflies a very 

** unjuft law to men in difl:reis, by making the 

*' judgment of an accufer to be confidered as a 

[w] Ibid. 9, 10, II. 
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«* prejudice or previous condemnation of the cri- 
** minal [^J. He exhorts Cato not to be fo fe- 
** verc, on what ancient cuilom and the Republic 
" itfelf had found ufefiil ; nor to deprive thepeo- 
'* pie of their plays, gladiators, and feafts, which 
^* their anceftors had approved ; nor to take from 
*^ candidates an opportunity of obliging by a me* 
*' thod of expenfe which indicated their genero*. 
" fity, rather than an intention to corrupt [^].'* 
But whatever Murena's crime might be, the 
circumftance which chiefly favored him wajs the 
difficulty of the times, and a rebellion adually 
on foot ; which made it neither fafe nor prudent ta 
diprive the city of a Con/ulj who by a mlitary edu^ 
cation was the bcji qualified to defend it in fo dange-- 
rms a crifis. This point Cicero dwells much upon, 
declaring, ^' that he undertook this caufe, not fo 
^^ much for the fake of Murena, as of the peace, 
" the liberty, the Jives and fafety of them all. 
" Hear, hear, fays he, your Conful, who, not 
*^ to fpeak arrogantly, thinks of nothing day and 
*^ niffht but of the Republic : Catiline does not 
*• deipife us fo far, as- to hope to fubdue this city 
** with the force which he has carried out with 
** him : the contagion is fpread wider than you 
" imagine : the Trojan horfe is within our walls ; 
•♦ which, while I am Conful, (hall never opprefs 
^^ you in your fleep. If it be afked then, what 
'^ reafon 1 have to fear Catiline ? none at all ; and 
** i have taken care that no body elfe need fear 
" him : yet I fay, that we have caufc to fear thofe 
•* troops of his, which I fee in this very place. 
" Nor is his army fo much to be dreaded, as thole 
" who are Paid to have deferred it: for in truth 
^ they are not defcrtcd, but are left by him 

[«] Ibid. a8. [;] Ibid. 36. 
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<^ onely as fpies upon us, and placed as it were in 
** ambufli, to deftroy us the more fecurely : all 
*^ cheie want to fee a worthy Conful, an experi-^ 
^* enced General, a man both by nature and for- 
*< times attached to the interefts of the Republic, 
<< driven by ]rour fentence from the guard and 
^' cuftody of the city [9]/' After urging this topic 
with great warmth and force, he adds, *^ We are 
*^ now come to the crifis and extremity, pf our 
«( danger; there is no refource or recovery for 
*< us, if we now mifcarry ; it is no time to throw 
•« away any of the helps which we have, but by 
^^ all ipeans pofTible to acquire more. The enemy 
** is not on the banks of the Anio, which was 
^< thought fo terrible in the Punic war, but in the 
'< City and the Forum. Good Gods ! (I cannot 
<^ fpeak it without a figh) there are fome enemies 
" in the very fanftuary ; fome, I fay, even in the 
^' Senate! The Gods grant, that my coll^^ie 
*' may quell this rebellion by our arms ; whilft I, 
*' in the gown, by the afTiftance of all the hone^ 
" will difpell the other dangers with which the 
" city is now big. But what will become of us, 
** if they (hould flip through our hands into the 
*< new year ; and find but one Conful in the R^ 
^' public, and him employed not in profecuting 
** the war, but in providing a collegue ? Then 
<' this plague of Catiline will break out in all it's 
" fury, fpreading terror, confufion, fire, and 
••' fword through the city, ^c. [r]." This con; 
ilderaiion, fo forcibly urged, of the neceffiiy of ha- 
vwg two Confuls for the guard of the city at tk 
opening of the new year ^ had fuch weight with the 
judges,, that without any deliberation they unani- 
moufly acquitted Murena, and would not^ as Cicero 

[f] Ibid. 37. [r] Ibi3. 39. 

6ys, 
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Tays, fi tmtcb as hear the accufatimi ofmen^ the moft 
eminent and illuftriotts [s]. 

Cicero had a ftrift intimacy all this while with 
Sulpicius, whom he had ferved with all his intereft 
in this very centeft for the Confuybip [/]. He had 
a great friendfhip alfo with Caco, and the highcft 
efteem of his integrity j yet he not onely defended 
this caufe againft them both, but to take oS the 
prejudice of their authority, labored even to make 
them ridiculous ; rallying the profeffum of Sulpi- 
dus as trifling and contemptible^ the principles of 
Caio as abfurd and impraSHcabky with fo much hu* 
mor and wit, that he made the whole audience 
very merry, and forced Cato to cry out. What a 
facetious Conful have we [u] ! but what is more ob- 
fervable, the oppofition of thefe great men in aa 
aflfkir (b interefting gave no fort of interruption to 
their friendfhip, which continued as firm as ever 
to the end of their lives : and Cicero, who lived 
the longefl of them, fhewed the real value that 
he had for them both after their deaths, by pro- 
curing public honors for the one^ and writing the life 
andpraifes of the other. Murena too, though ex- 
pofed to fo much danger by the profecution, yet 
feems to have retained no refentment of it j but 
during his Confulfbip paid a great deference to the 
counfils of Catb, and employed all his power to 
fupport him againft the violence of Metellus, his 
CoUegue in the Tribunate. This was a greatncfs of' 
mind truly noble, and fuitable to the dignity of 
the perfons \ not to be fhocked by the particular 

[i] Defend! Conful L. Ma« auAore, duos Confales Ka« 

tenam — nemo illorum judi- lendis Jan. fcirent eiTe opor« 

cam, clarifiimis viris accufan- tere. Ibid. 
tibus, aadieadum fibi de mo- [/] Ibid. 3. 
bitu curavit, cum bellom jam [u] Plut, in Cato; 
gerente Cacillna, omnes, me x 

contra- 
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contradidlion of their friends, when their general 
views on both fides were laudable and virtuous: 
yet this muft not be wholly charged to the virtue 
of the men, but to the difcipline of the Republic 
itlelf, which by a wife policy impofed it as a duty 
on it's fubjeAs to defend their fellow citizens in tbm 
dangers^ without regard to any friendfbips or tngagt' 
ntents whatfoever [x]. The examples of this kind 
will be more or lefs frequent in ftates, in propor- 
tion as the public good happens to be the ruling 
principle ; for that is a bond of union too firm 
to be broken by any little difierences about the 
meafures of purfuing it : but where private ambi- 
tion and party zeal have the afcendant, there 
every oppofition muft necefTarily create animofity, 
as it obftrufls the acquifition of that good, whid 
is confidered as the chief end of lite, private be- 
nefit and advantage. 

Before the trial of Murena, Cicero had plead- 
ed another caufe of the fame kind in the aefenie 
of C. Pifo, who had been Conful four years be- 
fore, and acquired the character of a brave and 
vigorous magiftrate : but we have no remains of 
the fpeech, nor any thing more faid of it by Ci- 
cero, than that Pifo was acquitted on the account (f 
his laudable iebavicur in his Conful/bip [y^ Wc 
learn however from Sailuft, that he was accufed of 
cppreffion and extortion in bis government ; and that 
the profecution was promoted chiefly hy J. Cafar^ out 
of revenge for Piffs having arbitrarily punifhed one 
of his fiends or clients in Cifalpine Gaul [z]. 

But to return to the affair of the conlpiracy. 
Lentulus, and the reft, who were left in the city, 

[x\ Hanc nobis a majori- Pro Sylla, 17. 
bus eHe tradicam difciplinam, [>] Pro Flacco, 39, 



ut nallias amicicia adpropal- [z] Salluft. 49 
fanda pericula iropedireuur. 
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were prq>aring all things for the execution of their 
£;rand defign, and foUicitting men of all ranks, who 
teemed likely to favor their caufe, or to be of any 
ufe to it : among the reft, they agreed to make an 
attempt oh the Ambajfadtnrs of the Mobroges \ a war- 
like, mutinous, faichlefs people, inhabiting the 
countries now called Savoy and Dauphiny, greatly 
diiafiefted to the Roman power, and already ripe 
for rebellion. Thefe embafladors, who were pre- 
paring to return home, much out of humor with 
the Senate, and without any redrefs of the grie- 
vances, which they were fent to complain of, re- 
ceived the propofal at firft very greedily, and pro- 
mifed to engage theu* nation to affift the confpi- 
rators with what they principally wanted [n], a 
good boif of borfcy whenever they fbould begin the 
vmt; but reSeAing afterwards in their cooler 
thoughts, on the difficulty of the enterprize, and 
the danger of involving themfelves and their coun- 
try in fb defperate a caufe, they refolved to difco- 
ver what they knew to Q^ Fabius Sanga, the pa- 
tron of their city, who immediately gave intelli- 
gence of it to the Conful [b\ 

CiCBiLO*s inftrudtions upon it were, that the 
embafladors (hould continue to feign the fame zeal 
which they had hitherto (hewn, and promife every 
thmg that was required of them, till they had got 
a full infight into the extent of the plot, with di- 
ftinft proofs againfi: the particular adors in it [^] : 
upon which, at their next conference with the 

[a\ Ut equitatam io lea- [r] Cicero— legatis prxci- 

liam quamprimam mitterent. pit, ut ftadium conjarationis 

In Catil. 3. 4. vehementer fimalent, caeteros» 

[b\ Allobroges diu incer- adeant, bene poUiceantar, 

tttm habuere, quidnam con* dentqueoperam, nteosquam 

filii caperent — Itaqae Q^ Fa- xnaxime manifeftos habeant. 

bioSangae rem omnem,ut cog- Ibid, 
noveruntj aperiunt. Sail. 41. 

confpi- 
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confpirators, they infided on having fbme creden^- 
tials from them to (hew to their people at hotne, 
without which they would never be induced to 
enter into an engagement fo hazardous. This was 
thought reafonabie, and prefently complied with ; 
and Vukurcius was appointed to go along with the 
cmbafladorsy and introduce them to Catiline on 
their road, in order to confirm the agreement, and 
exchange aflurances alfo with him ^ to whom Leo- 
tulus fent at the fame time a particular letter under 
bis awn band and fealj tbcugb witboui bis nam. 
Cicero being pundhially informed of all theft &dS| 
concerted privately with the embafladors the time 
and manner of their leaving Rome in the nighty 
iand that on tbe Mihian bridge^ aiaut a mle fnm 
ibe city^ tbejjhould he arreftedwitb tbeir papers wd 
Utters ahont tbem^ ij two of tbe Pnetors^ £.. Flaaiu 
and C. Pontiniusj whom be bad in^ruBed for tbat 
parpofe^ and ordered to lie in ambufb near ibeplace^ 
witb aftrongguard of friends zndfoldiers : all which 
was fuccefstuily executed, and the whole company 
brought prifoners to Cicero's houfe by break oi 
day [d]. 

The rumour of this accident prefently drew a 
refort of Cicero's principal friends about him, who 
advifed him to open tbe letters before be produced 
tbem in tbe Senate^ left if nothing of moment were 
found in tbem, it migbt be tbougbt raft) and impru- 
dent to raife an unnecejfary terror and alarm through 
tbe city. But he was too well informed of the 
contents, to fear any cenfure of that kind ; and 
declared, that in a cafe of public danger be thought 
it bis duty to lay tbe matter intire before the ptMc 

^ [i/] L. Flaccum & C. Pon* pontem Milviam pervenenint 
tinium Praetorcs — ad me vo- — ipfi comprehend ad mc, 
cavi, rem expofui; quid fieri cum jam dilacefceret, dedu- 
placeret oftcndi-— occuite ad cantur. In Catil, 3. 2. 

counah 
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mauil [^]. He fummoned tht Senate therefore 
XQ meet Hnmediately, and fent at the fame time 
for Gabinius, Statilius, Cethegus, and LentuluSj^ 
who all came prelently to his houfe, fufpefting 
Doching of the difcovery ; and being informed alfo 
jf quAntity tf arms provided by Cethegus for the 
ufe cf the confpiracy, he ordered C. Sulpicius^ 
mother of the Praetors, to go andfearch his boufe^ 
where he found a great number oi [words and dag^ 

5'irs^ with other armsy all newly cleaned^ and ready 
9r prefent fervice [/]. 

With this preparation he fet out to meet the 
Senate in the Temple of Concord^ with a numerous 
guard of Citizens, carrying the embaffadors and 
the confpirators with him in cuftody : and after 
he had given the aflembly an account of the whole 
aflSur, Vulturcius was called in to be examined 
feparately ; to whom Cicero^ by order of the houfe^ 
4^ed a pardon and reward^ if he would faithfully 
ifcwer all that he knew ; upon which, after fome 
hefitation, he confeffed, that he had letters and in- 
JhruHionsfrom Lentulus to Catiline, to prefs him to 
accept the ajjtfiance of theflaves, and to lead his army 
vntb all expedition towards Rome, to the intent j 
that when itfhould by fet on fire in different places^ 
ond the general maffacre begun, he might be at hand 
to intercept thofe who efcaped, and join with his friends 
in the city [g]. 

[t] Cam fummis & clarif- ciliaxn rem integram defer- 

fimit kujas civitatis viris, qoiy rem. lb. 3.3. 

mdita re, freqacntcs ad me [/] Admonitii Allobro- 

connnerant^ Ikeras a me gum — C. Sulpiciam — miii. 

friu aperiri, qoam ad Sena- qui ex xdibua Cethegi, ft 

tUD referrcm, placeret, ne ii quid tdoram efTet, efferret ; 

sihil effet inventam, temere ex quibus ille maximum fica- 

t me tantus tumuhus inje^us rum numeram & gladiorum 

dvitati videretar, xne negavi excuJic. Ibid. it. Flatarcb« 

«fle faAurum, at de pericuio in Cic. 

poblico non ad pablicam con* [g\ In Cat. 3. 4. 
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The cmbafladors were examined next, who 
declared, tbat they bad received letters to their w- 
tion from LentuluSy Cethegus^ and Statilius ; that 
thefe tbree^ and L. CaJJius alfo required them to fend 
a body of horfe as foon as poffihle into Italy^ declar- 
ingy that tbey bad no occajion for any foot : that 
Lentulus bad affured them from the SibyUine books^ 
and the anfwers of Soiithfayers^ that he was the 
third CorneliuSy who was dejiined to be mafter of 
Romey as Cinna and Sylla bad been before bim\ 
and that this was the fatal year marked for the de- 
JtruSlion of the City and Empire : that there vies 
fome difpute between Cethc^^us and the refi about the 
time of firing the city \ for while the reft were for 
Jibbing it on the feafi of Saturn^ or the middle of 
December^ Cetbegus thought that day too remote 

and dilatory The letters were then produced 

and opened ; firft that from Cetbegus ; and upon 
Jbewing him the feaU he allowed it to be his ; it 
was written with his own handy and addrejfed to 
the Senate and People of the AllobrogeSy fignifying, 
that he would make good what he had promifed to 
their embaffadorsy and entreating them alfo to /«r- 
form what the emboffadors had undertaken for them* 
He had been interrogated juft before, about the 
arms that were found at his houfe ; to which he 
anfwered, that they were provided onely for bis 
curiofityy for he had always been particularly fond 
of neat arms : but after this letter was read, he 
was fo dejefted and confounded, that he had 

nothing at all to fay tor himfelf. Statilius 

Was then brought in, and acknowledged his band 
andfeal'y and when his letter was read, to the 
fame purpofe with Cethegus's, he confejfed it to 
be his own. — Then I^entullus's letter was pro-, 
duced, and his feal Ukewife owned by him\ which 
Cicero perceiving to be the head of his grand- 
father, 
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father, could not help expoftulating with him^ 
that the very image of fucb an ancejior^ fi re- 
markable for a ftngular love of his country^ bad 
not reclamed him from his trait erous dejigns. His . 
letter was of the fame import with the other 
two ; but having leave to fpeak for himfelf^ ht^ 
atfirfi denied the whole charge^ and began to que-^ 
fiion the embajfadors and VulturciuSj what bujinefs 
they ever had with him^ and on what occajion they 
came to his houfe\ to which they gave clear and diftinb 
anjivers ; ftgnifying by whom^ and how often they 
bad been introduced^ to him \ and then afked him in 
their tum^ whether he had never mentioned any 
thing to them about the Sibylline Oracles % upon 
which being confounded^ or infatuated rather by 
tbefenfe of his guilty he gave a remarkable proofs 
as Cicero fays, of the great force of confcience \ 
for not onely his ufual parts and eloquence ^ but his 
impudence too^ in which he outdid all men^ ^ite 
failed bim-y fo that he confefjed his crime y to the 
furprize of the whole affembly. Then Vulturcius 
dcfired, that the letter to Catiline, which Len- 
tulus had fent by him, might be opened; where 
Lentulus again^ though greatly diforderedy acknow* 
ledged his hand and Jeal: it was written without 
any name, but to this efFeft : *' Tou will know 
" V^o I amy from him whom I have fent to you. 
** ^ake care to Jhew yourfelf a man ; and recolleSl 
H: in what a Jittuaion you are ; and conftder what 
•* is now necejfary for you. Be fure to make ufe of 

" the ajfiftance of all^ even of the lowfft,*\ — • 

Gabinius was then introduced, and behaved im- 
pudently for a while ; but at laft denied nothing of 
vhat the embajfadors charged him with. 

After tlie criminals and witnefles were with- 
irawn, the Senate went into a debate upon the 
ftate of the Republic, ancj came unanimouQy to" 
P 2 . the 
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the following refolucions: Tbaf public ibanh 
Jbautd be decreed to Cicero in the amplefi mamur \ 
by wbofe virtue^ counfily providence^ the RepMc 
was delivered from the greateft dangers : thai Fkc-- 
CHS and PontiniuSy the Prators^ Jbould be tbankei 
Ukewife for their vigorous and punffual execution 
of Cicero* s orders : that Antomus^ the other Qm- 
jkly Jbould be praifed^ for having renwvedfrm bis 
councils all thofe who were concerned in the crnij^* 
racy : That Lentulus^ after having abdicated the 
Pratorflnp^ and difvejied himfelf of Ins robes^ and 
CetbeguSf Statilius^ and Gabinius, with their other 
accomplices alfo when taken, CaJJius^ Oeparius, 
Furius, Cbilo, Umbrenus, Jhouid be committed to 
Jafe cuftody ; and that a public thank/giving JbouU be 
appointed in Cicero's name^ for his having prefervti 
the City from a conflagfationy the Citizens from a 
m^acrcy and Italy from a war \b\ 

Thi Senate being difmifled, Cicero went di- 
ttd^ into the Ro(rra» and gave the people an 
account of the whole proceding, in the manner 
as it is juft related : where he obferved to them, 
** that the thankfgiving decreed in his name was 
•* the firft which had ever been decreed to any 
** man in the gown : that all other thank^iv- 
•* ings had been appointed for fome particular 
** fervices to the Republic, this alone for laving 
•« it [/']: that by the feizure of thcfc accom* 
*« plices, all Catiline's hopes were blafted at 
*• once ; for when he was driving Catiline out 
•* of the city, he forefaw, that if he was once ne- 
" moved, there would be nothing to apprehend 



1.^ 



r^] In Cat. 3. 5, 6. feratur, Quirites, hoc mterei, 

[i] Quod mihi primam qaod cseteras bene ^fia, haBC 

poft hanc urbem condicam una confervata' Republics 

iogaco contigit~qaa8 fup- conftituta eft. Ibid. 6. 
plicatio^ fi cam ceteris con- 
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•« from the drowfinefs of Lentulus, the fat of 
<< Caflius, or the rafhnefi of Cethegus: — that 
*< Catiline wa3 the life and foul of the con- 
" fpiracy ; who never took a thing to be done, 
*« becaufe he had ordered it; but always follow- 
<* ed, follicited, and faw it done himfelf : that 
** if he had not driven him from his fecret plots 
*< into open rebellion, he could never have de- 
" livered the Republic from it*s dangers, or 
" never at leaft with fo much eafe and quiet : 
*^ that Catiline would not have named the fatal 
« day for their deftrudion fo long beforehand ; 
<* nor ever fuflPered his hand and feal to be 
<< brought againft him, as the manifeft proof of 
<< his guilt; all which was, fo managed in his 
^< ablence, that no theft in any private houfe 
" was ever more clearly dete£led than this whole 
" confpiracy: that all this was the pure efFedl 
^* of a divine influence ; not onely for it's being 
" above the reach of human counfil, but be- 
" caufe the Gods had fo remai'kably interpofed 
<* in it, as to (hew themfelves almofl: vifibly; 
^ for not to mention the nightly ftreams of light 
" from the weftern (ky, the blazing of the hca- 
« vcns, flaflies of lightning, earthquakes, &c. 
•• he could not omit what happened two years 
** before, when the turrets of the Capitol were 
" ftruck down with lightning ; how the fouth- 
♦* fayers, called together from all Etruria, de- 
*• clared that fire, flaughter, the overthrow of the 
** laws, civil, war, and the ruin of the city were 
** portended, unlefs fome means were found 
" out of appeafmg the Gods : for which pur- 
*^ pofe they ordered a new and larger ftatue of 
** Jupiter to be made, and to be placed in a po- 
** fition contrary to that of the former image, 
J! with it's face ti^rning towards the eaft ; inti- 
i* I *^ mating, 
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" mating, that if it looked towards the rifing 
** Sun, the Forum, and the Senate-houfe, then 
<^ all plots againfl: the (late would be detected fo 
•« avidently, that all the world fhould fee 

•« them : that upon this anfwer, the Con- 

*• fuls of that year gave immediate orders for 
*< making and placing the ftatue ; but from the 
** flow progrefs of the work, neither they, nor 
•* their fucceflbrs, nor he himfelf, could get it 
•* finifhed till that very day; on which, by the 
** fpccial influence of Jupiter, while the confpira- 
" tors and witneflcs were carried through the 
•' Forum to the Temple of Concord, in that 
** very moment the ftatue was fixed in it's place; 
** and being turned to look upon them and the 
*' Senate, both they and the Senate faw the 
•* whole confpiracy detefted. And can any man, 
** fays he, be fuch an enemy to truth, fo ra(h, 
** fo mad, as to deny, that all things which, we 
«' fee, and above all, that this city is governed 
** by the power and providence of the Gods \k\^^ 
He procedes to obferve, *' that the confpirators 
" muft needs be under a divine and judicial in- 
" fatuation, and could never have trufted aflFairs 
*' and letters of fuch moment to men barbarous 
" and unknown to them, if the Gods had not 
" confounded their fcnfes : and that the embaf- 
*' fadors of a nation fo difafFcfted, and fo able 
" and wiiling to make war upon them, ftiould 
*' flight the hopes of dominion, and the advan- 
«' tageous offers of men of Patrician rank, muft 
*' needs be the effeft of a divine interpofition ; . 
*< efpecially when they might have gained their 
*' ends, not by fighting, but by holding their 
♦* tongues/* He exhorts them therefore " v^ 
^^ celebrate that thankfgiving-day religioufly with 

[i] Ibid, 8, 9. 

^* their 
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^^ their wifes and children [/]. That for all 

«^ his pains and fervices he defired no other re- 

« ward or honor, but the perpetual remem- 

" brance of that day : in this he placed all his 

** triumphs and his glory, to have the memory 

« of that day eternally propagated to the fafety 

« of the City, and the honor of his Conful- 

** (hip i to have it remembered, that there were 

" two citizens living at the fame time in the Re- 

" public, the one of whom was terminating the 

" extent of the empire by the bounds of the 

" horizon itfelf ; the other preferving the feat 

" and center of that empire [w]. That his 

" cafe however was different from that of their 

** Generals abroad, who, as foon as they had 

" conquered their enemies, left them ; where- 

" as it was his lot to live ftill among thofe whom. 

" he had fubdued : that it ought to be their 

" care therefore to fee, that the malice of thofe 

" enemies fliould not hurt him -, and that what 

" he had been doing for their good (hould not 

" redound to his detriment ; though as to him- 

" felf, he had 00 caufe to fear any thing, fince 

" he ihould be protected by the guard of all 

*' honeft men, by the dignity of the Republic 

" itfelf, by the power of confcience ; which all 

*' thofe muft needs violate, who fliould attempt 

" to injure hlfei : that he would never yield there- 

'* fore to the audacioufnefs of any, but even 

** provoke and attack all the wicked and the pro- 

" fligate : yet if all their rage at laft, when rp- 

" pelled from the people, fliould turn fingly 

" upon him, they fliould confider what a dif- 

" couragement it would be hereafter to thofe, 

" who fliould expofe themfelves to danger for 

[q Ibid. 10. [m] Ibid. ii. 

P 4 " their 
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«* their fafcty.— — That for his part, he would 
<< e«rcr fupport and defend in his private condi- 
^* tion what he had aAed in his Confullhip, and 
*< (hew, that what he had done was not. the 
** efFcft of chance, but of virtue : that if any 
" envy Ihould be ftirred up againft him, it might 
** hurt the envious, but advance his glory. 
^^ Laftly, (ince it was now night, he bad them 
" all go home, and pray to Jupiter the goar- 
*« dian of them and the city ; and though the 
<* danger was now over, to keep the fame watch 
" in their houfes as before, for fear of any for- 
•* prize; and he would take care, that they 
** Ihould have no occafion to do it any longer.** 

While the prifoners were before the Senate, 
Cicero deftred fomt of the Senators, who could 
write Jhort'band, to take notes of every tbh^ that 
wasfaidi and when the whole examination was 
finilhed and reduced into an ad, be fet att tie 
clerks at work to tranjcribe copies of it^ which he 
difperfed prefcntly' through Italy and all the 
Provinces, to prevent any inviduous mifrcpre-^ 
fentation of what was fo clearly attefted and con- 
fejfed by the criminals tbemfelves [»], who for the 
prefent were committed to the free cufiody of the 
Magiftrates and Senators of their acquaintance [o\ 
rill the Senate fhould come to a %ial refolution 
about them. All this paflcd on the third of De- 
cemkry a day of no fmall fatigue to Cicero, wiio, 

[v] Cpnftitui Senatores, r4, 15. 
qui omnium indicum didla, [0] Ut abdfcato magi- 

incerrogata, refponfa perfcri- flratu, Lentulus, itemqae 

berenc: defcribi a b omnibus caeteri iB Iiberis caftodiis ht- 

ilatim librariis, dividi pai&m beantur. Itaque Leotalos, 

& ptrvulgari atqpe edi po- ?. Lentulo Spintberi, qoi 

pulo Romano imperavi turn iEdilis erat; Cetbeguj 

divifi tori icali:e, emifi in ^'orniHcio, &C. Saliuxl. 47. 
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irom break of day dil the evening, feems to have 
been engaged without any refreflitnent, in exa* 
mining the witnefles and the criminals, and pro- 
curing, the decree which was conicquent upon it; 
and when that was over, in giving a narrative of 
the whole tranfaftion to the people^ who were 
waiting for that purpofe in the Forum. The 
fame night ' his wife Terentia, wilb the Vejial 
Yirpns and the principal matrons of Rome^ was 
performing at home, according to annual cuftom, 
the mjiftic ritis of the Goddefs Bena^ or the Goodj 
to which no male creature was ever admitted ; 
and till that function was over, he was excluded 
alfo from his own houfe, and forced to retire to z 
neighbour's ; where with a feleft council of friends 
he began to deliberate about the method of pu- 
nifhing the traitors ; when hi3 wife came in all 
haft to inform bim of a prodigy^ which had juft 
happened amongft them; for the facrifice being 
cver^ and the fire of the altar feemingly extinS^ a 
hnght flame iffued fuddenly from tbi afhes^ to the afto- 
tybment of the con^ary^ upn which the Veftal 
Virgins fent her away^ /# require him to purjm 
ndkat be had then in bis thoughts for the good of bis 
mmtry^ Jince the Goddefs by thisjign bad given great 
l^bt to bisfafety and glory [/>]. 

Tr is not improbable, that this pretended 
prodigy was projedled between Cicero and Te- 
rentia ; whole lifter likewife being one of the 
Yeftal Firginsj znd having the dircftion of the 
whole ceremony, might help to effed without 
fufpicion what had been privately concerted a*- 
mongft them. For it was of great ufe to Cicero, 
to poflefs the minds of the people, as ftrongly 
i$ he could, with ^ apprehenfion of their danger, 

{;] Plutarch. iftCii?, 
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itii the fake of difpofing them the more eafily to 
approve the refolution, that he had already takea 
in his own mind, of putting the confpirators to 
death. 

The day following, the Senate ordered public 
rewards to the Embajfadors and Vulturcius fair tbeir 
faitbfuU difcoveries [ j] -, and by the vigor of their 
procedings feemed to (hew an intention of treat- 
ing their prifoners with the laft feverity. The 
city in the mean while was alarmed with the ru- 
mor of frejh plots^ formed by the flaves and depen- 
dents of Lentulus and Cetbegus for the refcue of 
tbeir Majiers [r] ; which obliged Cicero to rdn- 
force his guards ; and for the prevention of all 
fiich attempts, to put an end to the whole aflFair, 
by bringing the queftion of their puniflimcnt, 
without farther delay, before the Senate ; which 
he fummoned for that purpofe the next morn- 
ing. 

The debate was of great delicacy and impor- 
tance ; to decide upon the lives of citizens of 
the firft rank. Capital puniihments were rare 
and ever odious in Rome, whofe laws were of 
all others' the lead fanguinary ; bani(hment, with 
confifcation of goods, being the ordinary punifli- 
ment for the greateft crimes. The Senate indeed, 
as it has been faid above, in cafes of fudden and 
dangerous tumults, claimed the prerogative of 
punifhing the leaders with death by the authority 
of their own decrees : but this was looked upon 

[q\ Prasmia legatis Alio- enplendmn follicitabant. — ' 

brogum, Titoque Valtarcio Cethegus autem per nuncios 

dedifiis ainp]ifiii)aa. lo^Catil. familium, atque libertos fuos, 

4. 3. ledos & exercitatos in auda- 

[r] Libert! & pauci ex ciam orabat» ut, grege fa6io, 

dientlhus Lcntuli opifices at- ccm tclis ad fcfc irrumperent. 

j^ue ferviiia in vicis ad eum Sallull. 50. 
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as a ftretch of power, and an infringement of 
the rights of the people, which nothing could 
excufe, but the neceffity of times, and the extre- 
mity of danger. For there was an old law of 
Porcius Laeca, aTribun, which granted to all crir 
minals capitally condemned an appeal to the people •y 
and a later one of C. Gracchus, to prohibit the 
taking away the life of any citizen without a formal 
hearing before the people \s\ : fo that fome Sena- 
tors who had concurred in all the previous de- 
bates, withdrew themfelves from this, to fhew 
their^diQike of what they expedled to be the iflue 
of it, and to have no hand in putting Roman cir 
tizens to death by a vote of the Senate [/]. Here 
then was ground enough for Cicero's enemies tp 
ad: upon, if extreme methods were purfued : 
he himfelf was aware of it, and faw, that the 
public intereft called for the fevcreft punifhnient, 
his private intereft the gentleft j yet became rc- 
folved to facrifice all regards for his own quiet to 
the confidcration of public fafety. 

As foon therefore as he had moved the queftj- 
on, what was to be done with the confpirators \ 
Silanus the Conful eleSij being called upon to 
fpeak thefirfiy advifed, that thofe who were then 
in cuftody^ with the reft who fhould afterwards he 
taken^ fhould all be put to death [«]. To this all 
who fpoke after him readily aiTented, till it came 
to J. Caefar, then Prator eleSl^ who in an elegant 

[j] Porcia lex virgas ab [/] Video dc iftis, qoi fe 

omnium civiom Romanoram popuiares haberi volunt. 

corpore amovit— -libena- abeflb non neminem, ne 

tern civiam lidori eripait — de capite videlicet Romani 

C. Gracchas legem talit, civis fententiam ferae. la 

ne de capite civium Roma- Catil. 4.5. 
Aorum iDJufFu veftro judi- [u] SaUuft. 50. 
Carptur. Fro Rabirio. 4. 

and 
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and elaborate fpeech, «* treated that opinion, 
*< not as cruel ; fince death, he faid, was not a 
«« punifhment, but relief to the miferable, and 
<< left -no fenfe either of good or ill beyond 
<* it; but as new and illegal, and contrary to 
«* the conftitution of the Republic : and though 
«• the hcinoufnefs of the crime would juftify any 
•• fcverity, yet the example was dangerous in a 
«« free date; and the falutary ufe of arbitrary 
^* power in good hands, had been the caufe of 
•• fatal mifchicft when it fell into bad -, of which 
*< he produced feveral inftances, both in other 
<< cities and their own : and though no danger 
«« could be apprehended from thefe times, or 
«« fuch a Conful as Cicero -, yet in other times, 
•« and under another Conful, when the fword 
«« was once drawn by a decree of the Senate, 
<* no man could promife what mifchief it might 
** not do before ic was (beached again : his opi- 
** nion therefore was, that the eftates of the con- 
^^ fpirators Ihould be confifcated, and their per- 
•• fons clofely confined in the ftrong Towns of 
*' Italy ; and that it (hould be criminal for any 
•* one to move the Senate or the people for any 
•' favof towards them [jf]." 

These two contrary opinions being propoied, 
the next queftion was, which of them (hould 
take place : Casfar's had made a great impreflion 
on the aflembly, znAftaggered rww Silanus, who 
began to excufe and mitigate the feveritv of his 
vote [y] 5 and Cicero*s friends were gpmg for* 
wardly into it, as likely to create the kaft trouble to 
Cicero himfelf^ for whqfe future peace and fafety 

[x] Ibid, c T. fententiam faani, quia matare 

[y\ Ut Silanum, Confu- turpe erat» ioterpretacioDC 
}pm d^fignatum noo piguerit lenU?. Sue(. J. Capf. 14. 
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thej b^an to bcf follicicous [z]: when Cicero 
Obferving the inclination of the houfe, and rifing 
up CO put the queftion, made his fourth fpeech» 
which now remains, on the fubjed of this cranf- 
adion; in which he delivered his fenciments 
widi all the ikill both of the Orator and the 
Statefman ; and while he feemed to fhow a per- 
fect neucralityy and to give equal commendation 
jo both the opinions, was artfully laboring all the 
while to turn the fcale in favor of Silanus's, 
which he confidered as a neceflary example of fe- 
verity in the prefent* circumftances of the Re- 
piblic. 

He declared, " That though it was a pleafure 
« to him to obferve the concern and follicitude 
" which the Senate had exprefled on his account, 
^* yet he begged of them to lay it all afide, and, 
•' without any regard to him, to think onely of 
^^ thcmfelves and thdr families: that he was 
" willing to fuffer any perfecution, if by his la- 
*^ bors he could fecure their dignity and fafety : 
^ that his life had been often attempted in the 
*» Forum, the field of Mars, the Senate, his 
" own houfe, and in his very bed : that for 
*^ their quiet he had digefled many things 
*< againfi: his will without fpeaking of ihemj 
^ fau( if the Gods would grant iifue to his 
^^ ConfuUhip, of faying them from a mafiacre, 
^ the city from flames, all Italy from war, let 
^^ what fate foever attend himfelf, he would 
•* be content with it [ay* He preffes them 
therefore to ^' turn their whole care upon the 
" State : that it was not a Gracchus, or a Satur- 
^ ninus, who was now in judgement before them ; 
5! but Traitors, whofe defign it was to deftroy 

[%}- PlataicL in Ck. [«] In Cati. 4. i . 

«* the 
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•« the City by fire, the Senate and People by a 

<* maflacre ; who had follicicted the Gauls and 

*« the very flavcs to join with them in their trca- 

** fon, of which they had all been conviAed by 

<* letters, hands, feals, and their own confef- 

• •• Cons \b^. That the Senate, by feveral prc- 

*^ vious a6ls, had already condemned them ; by 

<^ their public thanks to him ; by depofing Len- 

*' tulus from his Prsetorfhip; by commitdng 

*« them to cuftody ; by decreeing a thankfgiv- 

*^ ing ; by rewarding the witnefles : but as if 

*< nocliing had yet been done, he refolved to 

" propofe to them anew the queftion both of 

*^ the fadt and the punifhment : that whatever 

«' they intended to do, it.muft be determined 

*' before night: for the mifchief was fpread 

*< wider than they imagined ; had not onely in- 

*' fcfted Italy, but croffed the Alps, and Jcized 

" the Provinces: that it^as not to be fupprcf- 

«^ fed by delay and irrefoluuon, but by quick 

** and vigorous meafures [r] : that there were 

«' two opinions now before them ; the fir ft, of 

*« Silanus, for putting the criminals to death; 

'* the fccond, of Casfar, who, excepting death, 

** was for every other way of punilhing •, each, 

*' agreably to his dignity, and the importance 

" of the caufe, was tor treating them with the 

*' laft fcvcrity : the one thought, that thofe, 

" who had attempted to deprive them all of life, 

** and to extinguiOi the very name of Rome, 

** ought not to enjoy the benefit of living a 

•* moment; and he had fhewed withal, that 

** this punifhment had often been infiidted on 

** feditious citizens: the other imagined, that 

•* death was not defigned by the Gods for a pu- 

[b-] Ibid. 2. [0 Ibid. 3. I 

2 *? nifluncnt, 
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« nifliment, buc the cure of our mifcrics ; fo 

f« that the wife never fuffered it unwillingly, the 

«• brave often fought it voluntarily ; but that 

" bonds and imprifonment, efpecially if perpe- 

" tual, were contrived for * the punilhment of 

" deteftable crimes: thefe therefore he ordered 

" to be provided for them in the great Towns 

" of Italy: yet in this propofal there feemed to 

" be fome injuftice, if the Senate was to impofe 

" that burthen upon the Towns, or fome dif- 

" ficulty, if they were onely to defire it : yet if 

" they thought fit to decree it, he would under- 

»\« take to find thole, who would not refufe to 

'* comply with it for the public good : that 

" Caefar, by adding a penalty on the Towns if 

" any of the criminals fliould efcape, and injoin- 

" ing fo horrible a confinement, without a pofli- 

*' bility of being releafed from it, had deprived 

" them of all hope, the onely comfort of un- 

*' happy mortals : he had ordered their eftates 

" alfo to be confifcated, and left them nothing 

" but life 5 which if he had taken away, he 

'* would have eafed them at once of all farther 

" pain, cither of mind or body : for it was on 

" this account that the ancients invented thofe in- 

** fernal punifliments of the dead ; to keep the 

** wicked under fome awe in this life, who with- 

** out them would have no dread of death it- 

" fclf [^j. That for his own part, he faw how 

" much it was his intereft that they Ihould fol- 

'* low Csefar's opinion, who had always purfued 

" popular meafures ; and by being the author of 

[/| Icaque ut aliqaa in runt/ quod videlicet inteiH- 

viu formido improbis efTet gebant, his rembcis, non ^ffe 

pofita, apud inferos ejufmodi mortem ipfam periimefcen- 

^usdam illi antiqui fupplicia dam. lb. 4^ 
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«< that vote, would fecure him ficom mj 
<< of popular envy; butif theyfalkmedSSHnrii 
<* he did not know what Qmrfik it mUbtaoK 
«' to himrelfi yet that the lorvice oTthe l^ 
«« public ought toiiiperledean confidenODBid 
«< his danger : that Csefar, by this prapoU, U 
«* given them a perpetual pledge of his aflbffioa 
«^ CO the State I and (hewed the difierence l»* 
«' tween the aflSrded lenity of their dayly dtd>- 
«^ mers and a mind truly popular, which b^^ 
«< nothing but the real good of the people;; tbac 
«< he could not but obrerve^ that oneofthofe, 
<« who valued themfelves on being popular, kid 
«« abfented himfelf from this day's debaie, dot 
«« he might not give a vote upon the life of a 
«* citizen ; yet by concurring with them in iH 
«« their previous votes, he bad already pafids 
«* judgement on the merits of the caufe : that n 
«« to the objeftion urged by Caefar,* of GncdiBs'i 
«« law, forbidding to put Citizens to death, it 
<< (hould be remembered, that chofe, who woe 
«< adjudged to be enemies, could no longer be 
^< confidered as Citizens ; and that the autiK>r of 
«« that law had himfelf fuflfered death by the 
«« order of the people : that fince Casiar, a man 
<< of fo mild and merciful a temper, had pro- 
«* pofed fo fevere a punilhment, if they (hould 
«* pafs ic into an a£b, they would give him apart- 
«' ner and companion, who would juftify him 
" to the people; but if they preferred Sili- 
" nus's opinion, it would be eafy ftill to defend 
•« both them and himfelf, from any imputation 
« of cruelty : for he would maintain it, after all, 
*' to be the gentler of the two ; and if he fccfli- 
«* ed to be more eager than ufual in this caufe, 
*' it was not from any feverity of temper, for 
** no nian had lefs of it, but out of pure bu- 

*• manity 
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^•« inanity and clemency."— — Then after form- 
ing a moft dreadful image of ^' the city reduced 
^ to a(hc8, of heaps of flaughtered citizens» of 
•«« .the cries of mothers aiid their infants, the vio- 
*» lation of the Veftal Virgins, and the confpi- 
f* rators infulting over the ruins of their coun* 
*• try ;" he i^rms it to be ** the greateft cruel- 
^ ty to the Republic, to Ihew any lenity to the 
^*' authors of fuch horrid wickednefs ; unlefs 
*« they would call L. Caefar cruel, for declaring 
*< the other day in the Senate, that Lentulus^ 
»*who was his fitter's hufband, had deferved to 
.«« die ; that they ought to be afraid rather of 
*« being thought cruel for a remiffnefs of punifh- 
*« ing, than for any feverity which could be 
*< ufed agatifl^ fuch outragious enemies : that he 
« would not conceal from them what he had 
«« iicard to be propagated through the city, that 
«« they had not fufficient force to fupport and 
** execute their fentence [e] : but he aflured 
« them that all things of that kind were fully 
•• provided ; that the whole body of the peo- 
«« pic was aflemblcd for their defenfe ; that the 
*« Forum, the Temples, and all the avenues of 
•• the Senate were poffefled by their friends; 
•< that the Equeftrian order vied with the Senate 
** kfelf in their zeal for the Republic -, whom, 
«« after a diffenfion of many years, that day's 
«* caufe had entirely reconciled and united with 
"them; and if that union, v/hich his Conful- 
«« Ihip had confirmed, was prefcrved and per- 
•• petuated, he was confident, that no civil or 
** domeftic evil could ever again difturb them [/]• 
«« That if any of them were (hocked by the re- 
** port of Lentulus's agents running up and 

W. Ibid. 6. [/]Ibid.7. 

Vol. L Q^ « down 
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<< down the ilreets^ and folliciting the needy 

«* filly to make fome effort for his refcue \ the 

<< indeed was true, and the thing had been 

<< tempted ; but not a man was found fo de 

«« rate, who did not prefer the poffeffion of 

•« (hed, in which he worked, his little hut 

^< bed in which he flept, to any hopes of cha 

•« from the public confufion : for all their i 

«* fiftence depended on the peace and fulnef 

** the city 5 and if their gain would be interrui 

«« by (hutting up their fhops, how much a 

*« would it be fo by burning them ?— Since 

«* people then were not wanting in their zeal. 

•* duty towards them, it was their part not t( 

•* wanting to the people [g]. That they ha 

<< Conful fnatched from various dangers and 

*« jaws of death, not for the propagation of 

•« own life, but of their fecurity 5 fuch a Com 

•• as they would not always have, watchfuU 

•* them, regardlefs of himfelf : they had a 

•* what was never known before, the whole I 

«* man people of one and the fame mind : thattl 

** (hould rcfleft how one night had almoft den 

«* Hfhed the mighty fabric of their empire, rai 

«* by fuch pains and virtue of men, by fuch fa^ 

«« and kindnefs of the Gods : that by their bel 

** viour on that day they were to provide, t 

•* the fame thing (hould not onely never be 

•* tempted, but not fo much as thought of ag 

" by any citizen [h]. That as to himfelf, thot 

** he had now drawn upon him the enmity of 

•' whole band of conlpirators, he looked «{ 

•' them as a bafe, abjeft, contemptible fadtic 

«* but if, through the madnefs of any, it (hoi 

?^ ever rife again, fo as to prevail againft the Sen 

[ii Ibid. 8. [h] Ibid. 9, 
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« and the Republic, yet he flioujd never be in* 

«< duced 16 iTcpent of his prcfent conduft; for 

** death, with which perhaps they would threaten 

** hiin, was prepared for all men ; but none ever 

" acquired that glory of life, which they had con- 

" ferred upon him by their decreies : fdr to all 

«* others they decreed thanks for having ferVed 

" the Republic fuccefsfiilly ; to him alone for 

" having i'aVcd it. He hoped therefore, that 

«* there might be fome place for his name among 

«* the Scipio's, Paullus's, Mafius's, Pompey's ; 

" unlefs it were thought a greater thing to open 

^ their way to ncW provinces, than to provide 

«* that their conquerors ihould have a home atlaft 

« to return to : that the condition however of a 

** foreign viftory was much better than of a do- 

•^ meftic one -, fince a foreign enemy, when con- 

" quered, was either made a flav^ or a friend : but 

«'' when citl:fcens once turn rebels, and are baffled 

•* in their plotsj orie can neither keep them quiet 

" by force, nor oblige them by favors : that he 

" had undertaken therefore dn etet-nal war with 

^^ all traiterous citizens ; but wa^ confident, that 

** it would never hurt either him or his, while 

'* the memory of their pad dangers fubfifted, or 

'^ that there cbuld be any force ftrong enough to 

" overpower the prefent uniort of the Senate and' 

" the Knights [i] : That in lieu therefore of the 

" command ot armies and provinces, which he 

" had declined ; of a Triumph and all other ho- 

" nors, which he had refufed ; he required no* 

" thing more from them, than the perpetual re- 

" membrance of his Confulfhip t while that con- 

" tinued fixed in their rninds, he fhould think 

!* himfelf impregnable : but if the violence of the 

[1] Ibid. 10. 
^ Q 2 I* faftious 
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*< factious (hould ever defeat hU hopes, he recom- 
** mended to him his infant fon, and truftedi 
*^ that it would be a fufEcient guard, not oncly 
•* of his fafety, but of his dignity, to have it rc- 
•« membred, that he was the fon of one, who, 
^y at the hazard of his own life, bad preferved the 
" lives of them all." He concludes, by exhort- 
ing them to <^ adt with the fame courage which 
•* they had hitherto (hewn through all this afiair^ 
" and to procedc to fome refolute and vigorous 
*• decree ; fince their lives and liberties, the fafety 
" of the City, of Italy, and the whole Empire 
•* depended upon it." 

This fpcech had the defired effc6t •, and Cicero, 
by difcovering his own inclination, gave a turn to 
the inclination of the Senate •, when Cato, one of 
the new ^ribuns^ rofe up, and after extolling Gem 
to tbejkies [k\, and recommending to the ^mbly 
the authority of his example and judgement, pro- 
ceded to declare, agreeably to his temper and prin- 
ciples, ** That he was furprized to fee any debate 
'< about the punifhment of men, who had begun 
** an aftual war againft their country : that their 
*« deliberation (hould be, how to fecure them- 
<« felves againft them, rather than how to puoilh 
** them : that other crimes might be punifhed 
«' after commi(rion, but unlefs this was prevented 
" before it's effeft, it would be vain to feek a 
" remedy after : that the debate was not about 
« the public revenues, or the oppreflions of the 
" allies, but about their own lives and liberties; 
** not about the difcipline or manners of the city, 
" on which he had often delivered his mind in that 

[i] Qiiae omnia qaia Cato univerfus Senatas in ejus fen^ 
laudibus extulerat in corlum. tentiam traniireC. Veil. PaC- 
[Ep. ad Att. 1 2. 2 1 .] ita Con- 2. 25. 
fniis vircutcm amplificavit, uc 

« place 5 
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' place ; nor about the greatncfs or profperity of 

* their empire, but whether they or their enemies 
^ (hould poflefs that empire ; and in fuch a cafe 
' there could be no rooni for mercy : that they 
^ had long fince loft and confounded the true 

* names of things : to give away other people's 
' money was callq^ generofity : and to attempt 
' what was criminal, fortitude. But if they muft 
^ needs be generous, let it be from the fpoils of 
» the allies ; if merciful, to the plunderers of the 

* treafury ; but let them not be prodigal of the 
» blood of Citizens, and by fparing a few bad 

* deftroy all the good : That Caefar indeed had 
' fpoken well and gravely concerning life and 
■ death ; taking all infernal punifliments for a 
> fi£tion ; and ordering the criminals therefore to 
« be confined in the corporate Towns : as if there 

* was not more danger from them in thofe Towns, 

* than in Rome itfelf ; and more encouragement ^ 
^ to the attempts of the defperate, where there 

' was lefs ftrength to refift them : fo that his pro- 
^ pofal could be of no ufe, if he was really afraid 

* of them : but if in the general fear he alone had 
' none, there was the more reafon for ail the reft 
' to be afraid for thcmfelves : that they were 
' not deliberating on the fate onely of the confpi- 

* rators, but of Catiline's whole army, which 
f would be animated or dejefted in proportion to 

* the vigor or remiflhefs of their decrees : That 

* it was not the arms of their anccftors, which 

* made Rome fo great, but their difcipline and 
'• manners, which were now depraved and corrupt- 
" ed : that in the extremity of danger it was a (hame 
" to fee them fo indolent and irrefolute, wanting 
'* for each other to fpeak firft, and trufting, like 

* women, to the Gods, without doing any thing 
' for themfelvcs : that the heljp of the Gods was 

0^3 ** not 
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f ! not to be obtained by idle vqws and fuppUcat 
^^ tions : thac fuccefs attended the vigilant, the 
** aftive, the provident ; and when people gave 
V themfelves up tp Ooth and lazinels, it was ia 
^' vain for them to pray : they wouljj find the 
** Gods angry with them : that the flagitious lives 
f * of the criminals confuted every argvimpnt of 
f * mercy : that Catiline was hovering over them 
U with an army : while his accomplices were withja 
•* the vvalls, and in the very heart of the city; 
•^ fo that, whatever they determined, it could 
*' not be kept fecret, which made it the more 
*^ neceflary to determine quickly. Whereforp 
^^ his opinion was, that fmce the crirpinals had 
** been convidlcd, both by teftimony and thcjr 
•* own confelfion, of a deteftable treafon againft 
5* the Republic, they (hould fufier ;he punilh- 
f* ment of death, according to the cuftom of their 
•' anceftors [/J." 

Cato's authority, added to the imprefllon which 
Cicero had already made, put an end tp the de* 
bate ; and the Senate applauding his vigor and 
l-efolution, refolved upon a decree in cqnfequencc 
of it [i»]. And though Silanus had firft propofed 
that opinipn, and was followed in it by ^ iif 
ConfuJ^ar Senators^ yet they ordered the decree to be 
drawn in Cato'' swords^ becaufe ha had delivered Ijmr 
ftlf more ^ully and eocplicitdy upon it than arsj (f 
jbem [»]. I'hq vote was no fooner paffcd, thao 
j;!;icero refolved \o put it in execution, left the 
night, which v/as coming on, (hould produce any 
new difturbance : he went diredily tjierefore froro 
the Senate, attended by a numerous guard of 
friends and citii^ens, and took Lentulus, from tk 

;/] Sail lift! 52. Ham eft fa^a difccffio. k\ 

m] Ibid 53. ^ Au. 12. Zi. ■ • ' 

\ny Idcirco in ejus fei[(t^a* * 
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aijlodf of bis kinfman Lentubis Spttither^ and con- 
veyed him through the Forum to the commoa 
prifon, where be delivered him to the executioners^ 
who prefentfy firangled him. The other confpira- 
tors, Cethegus, Statilius and Gabinius, were con- 
duced to their execution ly the PratorSy and put 
to death in the fame manner, together with Cepa- 
rius, the onely one of their accomplices who was 
taken after the examination [o\ When the affair 
was over, Cicero was conduSled home in a kind of 
triumph ly the whole body of the Senate and the 
Knights 5 the flreets being all illuminated^ and the 
women and children at the windows ^ and on the tops 
of houfesy to fee him pafs along throt^h infinite accla- 
mations of the multitude proclaming him their favi^ 
our and deliverer [p]. 

This was the fifth of December ^ thofe celebrated 
Names^ of whigh Cicero ufed to bo^ft. of fo much 
ever after, as the moft glorious day of his life : and 
it is certain, that Rome was indebted to him on this 
day for one of the greateft deliverances which it 
had ever received iince it's foundation \ and which 
nothing perhaps but his vigilance and fagacicy could 
have fo happily effe&ed : for from the firft alarm 
of the plot, he never tefitd night or day till he had 
got full information of the cabals and counfils of the 
conjfirators [f ] : by which he eafiiy baflkd all their 
projects, and played with them as he pleated ; 
and without any rifle to the public oould draw them 
on juft far enough to make their guilt manifeft; 
and their ruin inevitable. But his mafter- piece 
was the driving CatiUne out of Rome, and teijiiog 
him as ic were into a rebellion before it was ripe^ 

^0] Sail aft. 55, rent, quid molirentur, fentU 

[p] Plutarch, in Cie. rem ac vi4erem. In C»cil. 

[f ] In eo omnei dies, noc- 3. 2^ 
(ef^u^ confumfii ut q^id age- 

0.4 i« 
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in hopes that by carrying out with him bis id* 
complices, he would clear the city at once of the 
whole fadHon ; or by leaving them behind with-' 
out his head to manage them, would expofe them 
to fure deftruftion by their own folly : for Cati- 
line's chief truft was not on the open force which 
he had provided in the field, but on the fucceft 
of his fecret praAices in Rome and on makii^ 
himfelf mafter of the city ; the credit of which 
would have engaged to him of courfe all the 
meaner fort, and induced all others through kaly, 
who wifhed well to his caufe, to declare for him 
immediately : fo that when this apprehenfion wai 
over, by the feizure and punifhment of his aiS)- 
ciates, the Senate thought the danger at an end, 
and that they had nothing more to do, but to 
vote tbankfgivings andfejiivals \ looking upon Ctf- 
tilifu's army as a crew onely of fugitives, or ban- 
ditti, whom their forces were fure to dcftroy when- 
ever they could meet with them. 

But Catiline was in condition ftill to make I 
ftouter refiftance than they imagined : he had filled 
up his troops to the number of two legions^ or about 
twelve tboufand fighting men \ of which a fourth fsft 
onely was completefy armed^ the reft furniflied with 
what chance ofiered, darts^ lances^ clubs. He re- 
fufed at firft to inliji Jlaves^ who flocked to him in 
great numbers, trufting to the proper ftrength of 
the confpiracy, and knowing thai he fhould quickly 
have foldiers enough, if his friends performed their 
part at home [r]. So that when the Conful An- 
tonius approached towards him with his army, he 
fhifted his quarters, and made frequent motions 
and marches through the mountains, fometimes to-' 

[r] Sperabat propediem viiTent— interea fevitia repu* 
magnas copias fe habiturum, diabac. Sallttft. 56, 
fi Rol^x focii incepta patra- 
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wards Gauh fometimes towards the City^ in order to 
avoid an engagement till he could hear fome new» 
from Rome : but when the fatal accountrcame of 
the death of Lentulus and the reft^ the face of his 
affairs began prefently to change, and his army to 
dwindle apace, by the defcrtion of thole, whom 
the hopes of yiftory and plunder had invited to 
his camp. His firft attempt therefore was by long 
marches and private roads through the Apemdne^ 
to make his efcape into Gaul: but Q^Metellus, who 
had been fent thither before by Cicero, im^ning 
that he would take that refolution, had fecured all 
the palTes, and pofted himfelf fo advantageoudy 
with an army of three Legions^ that it was impof- 
fible for him to force his way on that fide ; whilft 
on the other, the Conful Antonius with a much 
jreater force blocked him up behind, and enclofed 
lim within the mountains [j]. Antonius himfelf 
lad no inclination to Hght, or at lead: with Cati* 
inc ; but would willingly have given him an op-, 
portunity to efcape, had not his Quseftor Scxtius, 
who was Cicero's creature, and his Lieutenant ^c- 
treius,. urged him on againft his will to force CatiUm 
to the necejj^ty of a battle [/] : who feeing all things 
defperate, and nothing left but either to die or 
conquer, refolved to try his fortune againft An- 
tonius, though much the ftrongcr, rather thah 
Metellus \ in hopes ft ill, that out of regard to their 

[i] Ibid. 57* datns illo in bello eflet hiemi 

{/J Hoc brevjs dicam; Si loess, &c. 

M. Petreii non excellens ani- Sextins, cam fuo exercita, 

no & amore Reip. virtaS) non famma celeritate eft Anto- 

fiunma audoricas apud mili- niam confectttas. Hie ^ega 

tet, non mthficiis ufns in re quid praediceniy quibas rebut 

militari extitlfTet, neque ad- Confulem ad rem gerendam 

)otor ci P. Sextias ad^excitan- excitarit ; q^od ftimulos ad- 

dom Ant«niuro, cohonan- movcrit, &c. Pro Sext. 5. 
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former ingagenuntSy he might pojjibly contrive fini 
fDO^ attafi ^throwing the vi£lory into bis bands [u]. 
But Antonius happened to be feized at that vcrj 
time wish a fit of tb^ Qotft^ or pretended at leaft to 
be fo, that he might have no m^re in the deftruc^ 
tion of an old friend : fo that the confimand fell 
of courfc to a much better foldier and boneftcr 
man, Petreius ; who, a^fter a Iharp and bloody 
adlion, in which ffe lojl a confiderahle part of his hefi' 
troops^ defiroyed Catiline and his whole army^ fight- 
ing defperatebj to the laft man [x]. They all fell in 
the very ranks in which they ftood, and, as if in-? 
fpired with the jgenuin fpirit of their leader, fought 
not fo much to conquer, as to fell their lives a$ 
dear as they could, and, as Catiline had threatened 
in the Senate, to niingle the public calamity with 
their own ruin. 

Thus ended this famed confpiracy ; in which 
fome of the greateft men in Rome were fufpiefed 
to be privately engaged, particularly Craflus and 
Cacfar : they were both influenced by the fame 
motive, and might hope perhaps, by their intereft 
in the city, to advance themfelves, in the gcpera) 
confufion, to that fovereign power which tbef 
aimed at. Craflus, who had always been Cicero'i 
cnemy^ by an officioufnefs of bringing letters and 
intelligence' to him during the alarm of the plot, 
feemed to betray a confcioufnefs of fome guilt [y] \ 
and C^far's whole life made it probable, chat there 
could hardly b? any plot in which he had pot 
fome (hare ^ and in this there was fo general a 
fulpdcion upon him, efpecially after his Ipeech in 
favor of the criminals, that he had fome difBculty 
to efeape v^ith life frof^ the rage of (he Knights^ 



t£ itaia, TO avaufjuiloi lfl<A*»ax^- [^] Plut[arch« ix^ Ck\ 

ffi» irxtt. Dia> L 37. p. 47. 
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fivbo guarded the avenues of the Senate \ where b^ 
dtfrji not venture to appear any wore, till be entered 
^pon bis. Pr4ftorJhip with the new year [2]. Craflus 
was actually accufed by one Tarquipius, who was 
taken upon the road as he was going to Catiline. 
i^d ' upon prornife of pardon made a discovery or 
what he l^new : where after confirming what the 
other witneiies had depofed, he added, that b^ 
was fent hy Crajfus to Catiline^ with advice to bim^ 
not to be dsfcouraged by (he feizure of bis accpi^plices^ 
hit to make tb,e greater haji for that reafon to the 
fityf in order to refcue them^ and revive the fpirits 
ff bis other friends. At the name of Craffus the 
Senate was fo Ihocked, that they wo^Id hear ^he 
inan no farther ; but calling upon Cicero to put 
^he queftion, and take the fepfe of the houfc uppi^ 
|t, they voted Tarquinius's evidence to befalfe^ and; 
ordered him to he kept in chains^ not to be produced 
iogain before tbem^ till he would confefs who it was 
fbat badfuborned him [a]. CraifTus declared after- 
wards in the hearing of Sallujl^ that Cicero was the 
contriver of this affront upon him [^] . But that doe$ 
npt feem probable ; fince it was Cicero's conftant 
fpaxim, as he frequently iptimates in his fpeeches^ 
to mitigate and reclame all men of credit by gentle mer 
tbods^ rather than make them defperate by an unfea^ 
(enable fe^erity f and in- the general contagion of 4be 
city, not to cut off, but to heal every part that was 
curable. So that when fome information was given 
. «' ' 

[s:] Uci npDnqlli Kquites etiam in rcliquum antii tem^ 
^omini, qui prxijjdii caufa pi|s curia abftinait. Sacton* 
cum telis erant circum aedem J. Caef. 14. 
Concordis -^ ^gr^dienti ex • [a\ Salluft. /fi, 
oenatu Caefari gladio minita- [^J Ipfom CraiTam eg6 
feotor. Salluft. 49. Vix pottea prsedicantem aadivi, 
l^pci complexu, togaque ob- tantam iliam contumelian^ 
jeda protexerinc. Tunc plane fibi a Cicerpne impofitan^. 
^terrims non modo ce£it| Ted Ibid. 
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lUcewiie againft Cxfar, he chofe to llifle it, ani 
9»uld not bt perfuaded to charge him with the pbt^ 
Iff the moft pr effing folli citations of Catulus and Pifi^ 
iipho were both his particular enemies^ the one for the 
bfsofthe Higb'PrieJibood^ the other for the impeach^ 
Hunt above mentioned [/y. 

Whilst the fcnfe ot all thcfe ferviccs was frefli, 
Cicero was repaid for them to the full of his wiflies, 
and in the very way that he defired, by the warm 
and gratefull applaufes of all orders of the city. 
For befides the honors already mentioned, L. 
Cellius, who had been Conful and Cenfor^ faid id 
a ipeech to the Senate, that the Republic owed him 
a Civic Crown^ for having faved them att from 
ruin [d\ : and Catulus in a full houfe declared him 
the Father of his Country [e] \ as Cato likewife did 
from the Rofira^ with the loud acclamations of the 
whole people f/J : whence Pliny, in honor of his 
memory, cries out. Hail tbou^ who waft firfi fa- 
luted the Parent of thy Country [g]. This title, 
the moft glorious which a mortal can wear, was 
from this precedent ufurped afterwards by th6(c^ 
who of all mortals deferved it the leaft, the Em- 
perors ; proud to extort from (hves and flatcertrSy 
what Cicero obtained from the free vote of the 
Senate and People of Rome. 



'Roma pareniem^ 



R$ma Patrem Patriae Ciceronem libera dixii* 

Juv. 8. 

[c] Appian. bell. civ. 1. 1. trijb nominavit. Iq Pif. 3* 
p. 43p. Sallaft. 49. [/] Plourch. in Cic-r 

[d] L. Gellius, his audi- KArtn^ f tiMf «^ «aljfii% 
entibus, civicam coronam de» «d«|^»I^ v^odwyo^dur^ in* 
beri a Republica dixit. In* ^wnau i 1^<#*. Appian. P* 
PlfoD. 3. it. A. Gel. 5, 6. 431. 

l/ji Me Q^ Catulus, prin- [g] Salve, primus omoiinB 
ceps hujus ordinis, frequentif- Parens Patrix appellatCi ^ 
fioio Senattt Par£ntsm Pa* Flin. Hiil. N. 7. 30. 

fbct 
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Thee 9 Gcero^ Rome while free^ nor yet enthralled 
To TyroKt^s wiUj thy Comtrfs Parent calVd. 

All the towns of Italy followed the example df 
the metropolis, in decreeing extraordinary honors 
to him ; and Captia in particular cbofe him their 
Voiron^ and ereSied a giltftaiue to hint [b]. 

Sallust, who allows him the charader of /wr 
bcceUent Conful^ fays not a word of any of thefe 
honors, nor gives him any greater fhare of praifc, 
than what could not be diflembled by an Hifto- 
rian. There are two obvious reafons for this re- 
fervjcdnefs 5 firft, the perfonal enmity, which ac- 
cording to tradition fubfifted between them j fe- 
condly, the time of publifhing his hiftory, in the 
rdgn of Auguftusy while the name of Cicero ^as ftill 
obnwdous to envy. The other Conful Antonius 
had but a fmall (hare of the thanks and honors 
which were decreed upon this occafion : he was 
known to have been embarked in the fame caufe 
nrith Catiline, and confidered as ading onely under 
\ tutor, and doing penance as it were for pad of* 
Fences : fo that all the notice, which was taken of 
Jim by the Senate, was to pay him the flight 
rompliment above mentioned, for h^ng removed 
his late profligate companions from his friendfhip and 
:omfth [f]. 

Cicero made two new laws this year ; the one, 
is it has been faid, againji bribery in elekiom ; the 
)ther, to correB the abufe of a privilege called Le- 
ctio libera ; that is, an honorary Legation or 

[^3 Me inaarata flatua do* qoi faujas conjurationis parti- 

narunt : me patronum onam cipes fuilTent) a iiiis & a Reip. 

■iifciTeranc. In Pif. 11. coniiliis removiiTet. lo CatlL 

[/] Atqae etiam collegs 3. 6. 
Wo laas impertitttr, quod cos 

. 2 Embaffy, 
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Embaffy, granted arbitrarily by the Senate to any 
of it's members, when they travelled abroad on 
' their private afiairs, in order to give thdm a pubk 

cbaraheTy and a right to be treated as Emiaffaddri or 
Magiftrates ; which, by the infolence of thefe great 
guefts, was become a grievous burden upon all thi 
States and Cities through which they pafied. £?• 
cero^s dejign was to aholijh it \ btit being driven froni 
ih^tlyone of the Tribuns^ he was content to reftnui 
the continuance of it y which before was unlimited, 
to the term of one year \jt\. 

At his firft entrance into his office, L. Luctillui 
was foUiciting the demand of a triumph for bisviSo- 
ries over Miihridates^ in which he had been ob- 
firuSIed three years fucceffwely by the intrigues of 
fome of the Magiftrates [/J, who paid their court 
to Pompcy, by putting this affront upon his rival, 
By the law and cuftom of the Republic, n6 Ge- 
neral, while he was in actual command, could com 
within the gates of Rome, without forfeiting his 
commiflion, and confequcntly all pretenfions to a 
triumph ; fothat Lucullus continued all this time 
in the fuburbs, till the affair was decided. The 
Senate favored his fuit, and were foUicitors for 
him [m] : but could not prevail, //// Cicero's autho- 
rity at laft helped to introduce his triumphal carr into 
the city [»] ; making him fome amends by this 

[i] Jam illud apertum ed, turn, annaum feci. De legi 

nihil elTe curpius, quam quen- 3. 8. 
quam legan cifi Reipub. [/] Plutarch, in Lacull. 
caofa— quod quidem genus [;/:] ibid, 
legationis ego Conful, qaan- [;?] Cum vi^or a Mithrl- 

• quam ad commodum Senatus datico bcllo revertilTec, ini- 

pertinere videatur,tamen ad- micorum calufnnia triennio 

probante Senatu freqnentif- tardius, quam debuerat, cri- 

iimo, nifi mihi levis Triba- umphavit. Nos enim Con- 

iTus plebis turn interceflifTct, fiiles incroduximus pasnc ift 

fnftuliirem : minut tamen urbem cu^rrum clariflimi viii 

tcmpus, & quod erac infini- Academ. 1. 2. i. 

. fcrricc 
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fervicefor the injury of the Mamlian Anx;, which 
had deprived him of his Government. After his 
triumph he entertained the whole Roman peopU 
with afumptuous feaft^ and was much carelTed hj 
the Nobility y as one whofi authority would be a proper 
check to the ambition and power of Pcmpey: but 
having now obtained all the honors, which h-c 
could reafonably hope for in Hfe, and oblervins 
the turbulent and diftrafted ftate of the city, jS 
withdrew himfelf not long after from public nffain^ 
to fpend the remainder of his days in a polite and 
fplendid retreat \p\ He was a generous patron 
of learning, and himfelf eminently learned: fo 
that his houfe was the conftantrefort of the princi- 
pal fcholars and wits of Greece and Rome ; where 
he had provided a well-furnifhed library, with 
porticos and galleries annexed, for the convenience 
of walks and literary conferences, at which he 
himfelf ufed frequendy to affift \ giving an exam- 
ple to the world of a life truly noble and elegant, 
^it had not been fullied by too great a tindure of 
Afiadc foftnefe and Epicurean luxury. 

After this zSi of juftice to Lucullus, Cicero 
had an opportunity, before the expiration of his 
Confullhip, to pay all due honor likewife to his 
friend Pompey, who, fince he laft left Rome, 
had glorioufly finiQied the Piratic and the Mithri- 
iatk war, by the deftruftion of Mithridates him- 
felf: upon the receipt of which news, the Senate^ 
?t the motion of Cicero, decreed a public tha-fikf- 
giving in his name of ten days ; which was twice as 
kmg as had ever been decreed before to any General^ 
iven to Marius himfelf for his Cimbric victory [p]. 

fe] Plnttrch. in Lacull. Mithridate interfedlo ; cujus 

^1 QB^ Confule referente, fententia primum duplicate 

pnmniit- decern diem fuppli- ed fupplicatio Confularis. Dc 

^0 dccreta Cn. Pompeio provinc. Confular. xi. 
•[ 5 ■ - ' But 
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But before we dole the account of the meRto- 
rable events of this year, we muft not omit the 
mention of one, which diftinguifhed it afterwards 
as a particular ^ra in the annals of Rome, tht 
Mrtb of 03aviuSf furnamed Auguftus, which hap* 
pened on the twenty-third of September. Velteius 
calls it an accejjion of glory to Cicero* s Confuljhip [j[ ; 
but it excites fpeculations rather of a difiereot 
fort \ on the infcrutable methods of providence^ and 
the fiort Jigbted policy of man ; that in the moment 
when Rome was preferved from deftruAion, ^nd 
it*s liberty thought to be eftablifhed more firmly 
than ever, an infant (hould be thrown into the 
world, who within the courfe of twenty years, 
efiedted what Catiline had attempted, and de- 
ft roved both Cicero and the Republic. If Rome 
could have been faved by human counfil, it would 
have been faved by the fkill of Cicero : but it*s 
deftiny was now approaching : for Governments, 
like natural bodies, have, with the principles of 
their prefervation, the feeds of ruin alfo eflentially 
mixt in their conftitution, which after a certain 
period begin to operate and exert themfelves to 
the diflblution of the vital frame. Thefe feeds 
had long been fermenting in the bowels of theR^ 
public ; when Oclavius came, peculiarly formed 
by nature and inftrufled by art, to quicken their 
operation and exalt them to their maturity. 

Cicero's adminiftration was now at an end, 
and nothing remained but to refign the Conful' 
fhip, according to cuftom, in an ailembly of the 
people, and to take the ufual oath, of his baviff 
difcbarged it with fidelity. This was generally ac- 
companied with a fpeech from the expiring Confds 

[q\ Confulatni Ciceronis Veil. 2. 36. Saet. c. 5. J^ 
non mediocre adjecit decus, p. (^90. 



Mtas eo anno D. Au^aftos. 
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and after fuch a year, and from fuch a fpeakcr, the 
City was in no fmall expectation of what Cicero 
would fay to them : but Metellus, one of the new 
Tribuns, who afll^cled commonly to open their 
magiftracy by fome remarkable aft, as a fpecimen 
of the meafures which they intended to purfuej 
refoJved to difappoint both the Orator and the au- 
dience : for when Cicero had mounted the Rojira^ 
and was ready to perform this laft aft of his Office, 
the Tribun would not fuffer him tofpeak^ or to do any 
thing morey than barely take the oath ; declaring^ that 
^9 "who had put Gtizens to death unheard^ ought not 
to be permitted to /peak for himjelf: upon which Ci- 
cero, who was never at a lofs, inftead of pronoun- 
cing the ordinary form of the oath, exalting the tone 
i^bis voice^ fwore out aloud, fo as all the people 
might hear him, that he hadfaved the Republic and 
the City from ruin \ which the multitude below con- 
firmed with an univerfal fhout, and with one voice 
cried out, that what he had fwprn was true [r]* 
^hus the intended affront was turned, by his pre* 
(cnce of tnind, to his greater honor j and he was con- 
duced from the Forum to his houfe, with all pof- 
fibJe demonftrations of refpeft by the whole City. 

[r\ Ego cum in concione, pore is meus domum fuit e fo* 

tbif4Astnaginratu,dicereaTri. ro redicus, ut nemo, niii qui 

bano plebis probiberer, quas mecumefret.civiamefTeinnu- 

conftitueram : cumque is mi- mero videretur. In Pifon. 3. 
hi, tantummodo uc jurarem, Cum ille mihi. nihil niii uC 

permicterec, fine ulla dubica- jurarem permitteret, magna 

fione juravi, rempublicam at- voce juravi veriliimum pul- 

qoe banc nrbem mea unius o- cherrimumque jusjurandum : 

peraeHefalvam. Mihipopulus quod populus item magna 

Romanas univerfus non unius voce me vere jurafie juravic 

dici gratulationem, fed aeter- Ep. fam. 5. 2. 
nitatem immortalitatcmque Etenim paulloante in con* 

donavit, cum meum jusjuran- clone dixerat, ei, qui in alios 

dlnm tale atque tantum juratus animadvertiiTet indida caufTa^ 

Ipfe una voce Sc confenfu ap? dicendi ip(i poteflatem fieri 

proba^it. Quo quidem tern- non oportere. Ibid. 

Vol. I. R i SECT. 
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SECT. IV. 

A.Urb. 69i.y^ICERO being now reduced to the condl^ 
^p %^' X^ ^io" of a private Senator, was to take his 
D. Junius P'^^^ ^" ^^^^ venerable bench of ConfularSy who 
SiLANus, were juftly reckoned the firft Citizens of the Rcr 
L.LiciNius public. They delivered their opinions the firft 
MwRBNA. always in the Senate ; and commonly deterrhined 
the opinions of the reft : for as they had paffed 
through all the public offices, and been convcr- 
fant in every branch of the adminiftration, fo their 
experience gave them great authority in all de- 
bates ; and having little or nothing farther to ex* 
peft for themfelves, they were efteemed not oncly 
the moft knowing, but, generally fpeaking, the 
moft difinterefted of all the other Senators, and 
to have no other view in their deliberation, but 
the peace and profperity of the Republic. 

This was a ftation exaftly fuited to Cicero's 
temper and wiflies ; he defired no foreign govern- 
ments, or command of armies ; his province was 
the Senate and the Forum ; to guard as it were 
the vitals of the empire, and to dired all it's cp\m- 
fils to their proper end, the general good -, and in 
this advanced poft of a Confular Senator^ as in a 
' watch- to wc^ of the State, to obferve each threat- 
ening cloud and rifing ftorm, and give the alarm 
to his fellow-citizens from what quarter it was 
coming, and by what means it's cffefts might be 
prevented [a]. This, as he frequently intimates, 
was the onely glory that he fought, the comfort 
with which he flattered himfelf, that after a life of 

[a] Idcciro io hac cuftodia metu populum Romanum no- 
& tanquam in fpccula collo- lira vigilia & profpiciend* 
cat! fumus, ut vacuum omni rcddcremns. Phil. 7. 7. 

ambition 
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mhbition and fatigue, and a courfeof faithful ler- A. Urb. 6914 
vices to the Republic, he iTiould enjoy a quiet and ^^^' 45- 
fecure old age, beloved and honored by his coun- j) i^^ 
trymen, as the conftant champion and defender of Silanus/ 
all their rights and liberties. But he fooh found L.LiciNiwi 
hrmfelf miftaken, and before he had quitted his ^^.^*'*^«. 
office, began to feel the weight of that envy^ 
which is the certain fruit of illuftrious merit : for 
the vigor of his Confulfhip had raifed fuch a zeal 
and union of all the honeft in the defenfe of the 
kws, that till tlvisfpirit could be broken, or fub- 
fide again^ it was in vain for the ambitious to aim. 
^t any 'power but through the ordinary forms oiF 
the conttitution ; efpecially while he, who was th6 
foul of that union, continued to florifh in full cre- 
dit at the head of the Senate. He was now there- 
forethe common mark not onely of allthefaftious, 
againft whom he had declared perpetual war, buc 
of another party not lefs dangerous, the envious 
too i whofc united fpleen never left purfuing him^ 
from this moment, till they had driven him out of 
that City^ which he had fo lately preferVed. 
• The Tribun Metellus began the attack : a fit 
leader for the purpofe \ who from the nobility of 
his birth and the authority of his office, was the 
tnoft likely to ftir up fome ill humor againft him^ 
by infulting and reviling him in all his harangues^ 
%r putiifig Citizens to death withoni a trial ^^ in all 
which he was itrenuoufly fupported by Csefar^ 
vho pufhed him on likewife to the promulgation 
>f feveral peftilent laws, which gave great diftur- 
3ance to the Senate* Cicero had no inclination to 
inter into a conteft with the Tribun, but took 
feme pains to make up the matter with him by 
the interpofition of the women ; particularly of 
Claudia, the wife bf his brother Metellus, and of 
their fitter Mucia, the Wife of Pctopey : he em- 
R 2 ployed 
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A. Urb. 691. ployed alfo feveral common friends tb perfuade 
^r ff-^' ^™ ^^ ^^ quiet, and defift from his raftinefs; 
D. Junius ^^^ ^*^ anfwer was, that he was too far engaged^ 
SiLAKus, a^ bad put it out of his power [b'] : fo that Ci- 
L. LiciNiuscero had nothing left, but to exert all his vigor 
MuRENA. and eloquence to repell the infolence of this petu- 
lant magiftrate. 

CiESAR at the fame time was attacking Catu- 
]us with no left violence ; and being now in pof- 
feflion of the Pratorjhip^ made it the firft aft of 
his office to call him to an account /(?r embezzling 
the public money i?t rebuilding the Capitol ; and pro- 
pofed alfo a law, to efface his name from the fabric^ 
end grant thz commiffion for finijhing what remained 
to Pcmpey : but the Senate beftirred themfelves fo 
warmly in the caufe, that Caefar-was obliged to 
drop it [c]. This experiment convinced the two 
magiftrates, that it was not poffible for them to 
make head againft the authority of the Senate, 
without the help of Pompey, whom they refolved 
therefore by all the arts of addrefs and flattery to 
draw into their meafures. With this view Me- 
tellus publid-icd a law, to call him home with his 
ernry in order to fettle the ft ate ^ and quiet the public 
diforders raifed by the temerity of Cicero \d'\ : for 
by throwing all power into his hands, they hoped 
to come in for a fhare of it with him, or to em- 
broil him at leafl with the Senate, by exciting 
iTiutual jealoufics between them : but their law 
was thought to be of fo dangerous a tendency, 
that the Senate changed their habit upon it^ as in tk 
cafi of a public calamity ; and by the help of fomc 
of the Tribuns, particularly of Cato, refolved to 
oppofe it to the utmoft of their power : fo that 

[/^] Quibus ille refpondlt, [f] Sueton. J. Caef. 15. 
fibi non elFe integram. Ep. Dio, 1. 37. p. 49. 
fam. 5. 2. [/l Dio, ib. Plot, in Cic 

as 
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as foon as Metellus began to read ii to the people ^^^ Urb. 691. 
Cdto fnatched it away from him \ and when he pro- ^p'^5- 
ceded ftill to pronounce it by heart, Minucius,j) Junius 
another Tribun, ftopt his mouth with his hand, Silakvs, 
This threw the aflembly into confufion, and raif L- Licinius 
ed great commotions in the City, till the Senate^^^^^^' 
finding themfelves fupported by the betteV fort 
of all ranks, came to a new and vigorous refolu- 
tion, of fufpending both Cafar and Metellus from 
the execution of their offices [e]. 

C-^SAR refolved at firft to aft in defiance of 
them J but finding a ftrong force prepared to con- 
troul him, thought it more advifeable to retire, 
and referve the trial of arms, till he was better 
j)rovided for it : he fhut himfelf up therefore in his 
boufcj where, by a prudent and fubmifTive beha- 
viour he foon made his peace^ and got the decree of 
their fufpenfion reverfed f/]. But Metellus, as it 
was concerted probably between them, j'?^i^';x;^jy 
to his brother Pompey [^], that by mifreprefent- 
ing the ftate of things at home, and offering 
every thing on the part of the people, he might , 
inftUl into him fome prejudices againft the immo- 
derate power of Cicero and the Senate^ and engage 
him, if poflible, to declare for the popular inte - 
reft. Cicero in the mean while publillied an invec- 
tive oration againft Metellus, which is mentioned 
in his Epiftles under the title of Metellina [/>] ; 

\e\ Donee ambo admiixi- cum praeter opinioncm eve- 

ftratione Reipub. decreto Pa- nifTet, Senatus — accicum ia 

tr.em fummoverentur. Sueton. curiam & ampliffimjs verbis 

J. Casf. 16. "^ collaudatum, in iniegrum rc- 

[/] U^ comperit paratos, flituit, indudo priore decre- 

qui vi ac per arma prohibe- to. Sueton. Ibid. 
Tent, dimifTis liftoribus, ab- [^] Plutarch, in Cicer. 
Jedlaque pra;texta, domum \h'\ In ilJam orationem-Me- 

clam refugit, pro conditione tellinam addidi quaedam ; Ji» 

lemporum q^^uieturus — quod ber tibi miuetur. h^x, ^.. 1 3. 

R 3 '^ 
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A. Urb. 691.it was fpoken in the Senate, in anfwer to a fpeech 
^r* (T^' which Metellus had made to the people, and ia 
D luNius ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^1 Quintilian and others [ij, as cx- 
&1LANU8, tant in their time. . 

L. LiciRius The Senate having gained this vidory over 
^luREMA. Cflefar and Metellus, by obliging the one to fub- 
mit, the other to leave the City ; Q^ Metellus 
Celcr> who commanded in Cifalpine Gaul, wrote 
a pecvifh and complaining letter to his' friend 
Cicero, upon their treating his brother the Tribunji 
feverely : to which Cicero anf\yered with that free- 
dom, which a confcioufnefs of integrity naturally 
dictates, yet with all that humanity which the fin- 
bereft friendfhip infpires ; as the reader will obfervq 
from the letter itfelf, which affords many inftruc- 
%\vc hints both hiftorical and moral, 

M. T. Cicero to Q* Metellus Celer, Proconful. 

** You write me word, that confidering ouf 
^* mutual affcijlion a^d late reconciliation, you 
♦' never imagined, that you fhould be made the 
<' fubje<5t of public jeft and ridicule bjr me. I db 
♦^ not well underftand >yhat you mean ; yet guefs 
*^' that you have been told,^ that^ when I wa&fpcak- 
*' ing one day in the Senate of many, who were 
<' fori:y for my having preferved the Republic, I 
*' faid, that certain relations of yours, to whott 
" you could refufe nothing, had prevailed with 
^' you to fupprefs what you had prepared to fay 
^* in the Senate in praife of me : when 1 faid thii, 
*M added, that in the affair of faving the State 
^* I had divided the ta(k With you in fuch a man- 
** ner, that I was to fecurc the City from inteftine 
** dangers, you to defend Italy from the open 



[0 Quint. 1. 9. 3. A. GcUius 18. 7. 



« armi 



of M. rVLLIUS CICERO. 247 

^' arms and fecret plots of our enemies ; but that A. Urb. 691. 
** this glorious ^artnerfhip had been broken by ^'j^- 45- 
^' your friends, who were afrjaid of your makino^rx , ^ * 

1 t n r I " n 1 ^^D. JUNIUS 

" me the lean: return for the greatelt honors andsiLANus, 

** fervices which you had received from me. InL. Licinius 

^* the fame difcourfe, when I was defcribing the^VRENA. 

*'* expeftation which I had conceived of your 

<' fpeech, and how much I was difapppinted by 

*' it, it feemed to divert the houfe, and a mode- 

^* rate laugh enfued ; not upon you, but on my 

^^ miftake, and the frank and ingenuous confef- 

*< fion of my defire to be pr^ifed by you. Now 

«* in this, it muft needs be owned, that nothing 

«« could be faid more honorably towards you, 

<«- when in the moll (hining and illuftrious part gf 

<< my life, I wanted ftill to have the teftimony of 

" your commendation. As to what you fay gf 

^' our mutual afFeftion^ I do not know what you 

" reckon mutual in friendfhip, but 1 take it to be 

<* this; when we repay the fame good ofRces 

^« which we receive : Should I tell you then, tnat 

^« I gave up my province for your, fake, you 

U might juftly fufpeft my fincerity : it fuited my 

^' temper and circumftances, and I find more and 

«« more reafon every day to be pleafed with it : 

S< but this I can tell you, that I no fooner refigned 

•* it in an aflembly of the people,, than I began to 

^< contrive haw tcX throw it into your hanUs. I 

<« fay nothing about the manner of drawing yoyr 

*> lots i but would have you onely believe, that 

\\ there was nothing done in it by ray collegye 

" without my privity. Pray recollepl what tol- 

*A lowed ; how quickly I affembled. the Sena.te 

V after your allotment, how much I faid in favor 

" of you, when you yourfelf told me, that my 

*.* fpeech was not onely honorable to you, but 

*^ even injurious to your collegues. Then as to 

R 4 y ^k 
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A. Urb. 691." tTie decree which paffed that day in the Senate^ 
Cic. 45. 4c it isdr;^wn in fuch a drain, that as long as it 
P Cou. jc fubfifts, my good offices to you can never be 
SiLANus^' " ^ fecret. After your departure, I defire you 
L. L:...Awo '''' "''' iTcoIleft what I did for you in the Se- 
MvRENA. <6 nate, what I iaid of you to the people, what 
" I wrote to you myfelf ; and when you have 
" laid all thefe things together, I leave it to you 
*< to judge, whether at your laft coming to Rome 
*« you made a fuitable return to them. You 
»« mention .1 reconciliation between us ; but 1 do 
*< iic-r co:i:prehend how a friendlhip can be fafd 
«^ to be reconciled, which was never interrupted. 
<< As to what you write, that your brother ougbt 
«« not to have been treated by me fo roughly for 
" a word : in the firft place, 1 beg of you to be- 
«' lieve, that I am excedingly pleafed with that 
" afFeftionate and fraternal difpofition of yours, 
^'- fo full of humanity and piety ; and ih the fc^ 
<< cond, to forgive me if in any cafe I haveaded 
<' againft your brother, for the fervice of the 
«f Republic, to which no man can be a warmer 
'« friend than my felf : but if I have been a(fting 
<« onely on the defenfive againft his moft cruel 
*' attacks, you may think yourfelf well ufed, that 
*« 1 have never yet troubled you With any com- 
*« plaints againft him. As foon as I fouiid that 
*' he was preparing to turn the whoie force of his 
'^ I'ribunate to my deftrudion, 1 applied my felf 
'' to your wife Claudia, and your lifter Mucia, 
«' whofe zeal for my fervice I had often experi- 
^« enced, pn the account of my familiarity with 
*' Pompey, to diiiuade liim from that outrage: 
<« but he, as I aro fure you have heard, on the 
*^ laft day of the year put fuch an affront upon ine 
^' when Ccnful, and after having faved the State, 
\^ as had never been offered to any Magiftrate the. • 

^' moft 
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** tnoft traiteroufly afFefted, by depriving me ofA.Urb 6^i, 

^* the liberty of fpeaking to the people upon lay- C>c. 45. 

^^ ing down my office.^ But his infult turned one- j^ t^°^* ^ 

^* ly to my greater honor : for when he would Silanus^' 

H not fufier me to do any thing more than fwear,L. Licinim 

*' I fworc with a loud voice the trueft, as well as^^'^*'*A* 

^« the nobfeft of all oaths : while the people with 

<* acclamations fwore likewife, that my oath was 

'** true. After fo fignal an injury, I fent to him 

♦* the very fame day fome of our common friends, 

^* to prefs him to defift from his refohition of pur- 

** fuing me; but his anfwer was, that it was 

•* not then in his power : for he had faid a few 

*^ days before in a fpeech to the people, that Jbe^ 

«« who hadpunijhed others without a hearings ougbs 

f* not to be fuffered to [peak for himfelf. Worthy 

^* Patriot, and excellent Citizen ! to adjudge the 

^* man who had preferred the Senate from a maf- 

f' facre, the City from fire, and Italy from a war, 

** to the fame punifhment which the Senate, with 

*• the cdnfent of all honeft men, had inflided on 

^* the authors of tho(g horrid attempts. I with- 

** flood your brother therefore to his face ; and 

•< On the firft of January, in a debate upon the 

•* Republic, handled him in fuch a manner, as 

V to make him fenfible, that he had to do with 

^« a man of courage and conftan'cy. Two days , 

^' after, when he began again to harangue, in 

*« every three words he named and threatened 

V me : nor had he any thing fo much at heart, as 
" to effeft my ruin at any rate ; not by the legal 
U way of trial. Or judicial proceding, but by dine 
** of force and violence. If I had notrefifted his 
*> rafhnefs with firnfinefs and courage, who would 
*' not have thought, that the vigor of my Con- 

V fulfliip had been owing to chance, rather than 

V to virtue ? If you have not been informed, that 

•i your 
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A. Urb. 691/^ your brother attempted all this againft mc, te 
Cic. 45. " aflurcd that he concealed from you the moft 
Coff. »c material part: but if he told you any thing ^f 
SiLANu's^* " ^^> y^^ ought to commend my temper ^nd pa* 
L. Licin'ivs *' ticnce, for not expoftulating with you about its 
JtfvEiHA. «< but fince you muft now be fenfibje, that my 
^' quarrel to your brother was not, as you write, 
•* for a word, but a moft determined and fpitefull 
** defign to ruin me, pray obferve my humanity, 
*« if it may he called by that name, and is notra- 
•' ther, after 10 flagrant an outrage, a bafe remif- 
' ** nefs and objection of mind. 1 neyer propofed 

*« any thing againft your brother, when there was 
«« any queftion about him in the Senate; but 
«* without rifmg from my feat, aflcnted always to 
•* thofc who were for treating him the moft fa- 
** vorably. I will add farther, what I ought not 
** indeed to have been concerned about, yet I was 
f^ npt difpleafed to fee it done, and even aflifted 
** to get it done ; I mean, the procuring a dc- 
*• cree for the relief of my enemy, becaufe he was 
•* your brother. I did not therefore attack your 
•* brother, but defend myfelf onely agdnfthim; 
f * nor has my friendftiip to you ever been variable, 
«< as you write, but firm and conftant, fo as to 
♦* remain ftill the fame when it was even deferted 
«' and flighted by you. And at this very time, 
** when you almoft threaten me in your letter, I 
«' give you this anfwer, that I not onely forgive, 
*' but highly applaud your grief v for I know, from 
** what 1 feel within myfelf, how great the force 
** is of fraternal love : but I beg of you alfo to 
** judge with the fame equity of my caufe ; and 
*' if, without any ground, I have been cruelly 
** and barbaroufly attacked by your friends, to 
** allow that I ought not onely not to yield to 
!* them, but on fuch an occafion to expeft the 

5' help. 
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f* help even of you and your army alfo againftA. Urb. Sgr^ 
•* them. I was always defirous to have you fot ^^<^- 45- 
•* my frUnd, and have taken pains to convince j^ P^^' 
. f ' you how fmcerely I am yours : I am ftill of Sil anu's^* 
•* the fame mind, and fhall continue in it asL.LiciNiva 
*' long as you pleafe; and, for the love of youj^"***^* 
•' will fooiier ceafe to hate your brother, than, 
. ?* out of refentment to him, give any (hock to 
** the friendftiip which fubfifts between us. A,- 
•' dicu [ky 

Cicero, upon the expiration of his Conful- 
fhip, took care to fend a particular account of 
his whole adminiftration to Pompey; in hopes 
to prevent any wrong impreflion there from the* 
calumnies of his enemies, and to draw from him 
fome public declaration in praife of what he had 
been doing. But Pompey being informed by 
Metellus and Caefar of the ill humor which was 
fifing againft Cicero in Rome, anfwered him 
with • great coldnefs, 'and, inftead of paying him 
any compliment, took no notice at all of what 
had pafled in the affair of Catiline : upon which 
Cicero e^poftulates with him in the following 
letter with fome little i;ef(^ntment, yet fo, as not 
irritate a man of the firft authority in the Re- 
jpublic, and to whom all parties were forwardly 
paying their court. 

^. T. Cicero to Cn. Pompeius the Great, 
^" Emperor [/]. 

*< I HAD an incredible pleafure, in common 
** with all people, from the public letter which 

" you 

[i] Epift. fara. 5. 2. original ufc, than the Gene- 

[/] The word Empiror fig- rai or Chief Commander of 

&i&ccl noxhiog more in its an army : [Cic. de Qrat. i. 

'■'■-■■■ ■ 48 ]• 
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A.Urb. 691." you fent: for you gave us in it that affurancc 

^»^-45* ** of peace, which from my confidence in you 

D Junius " ^'^"^ ^ ^^ always been promifing. I muft 

SiLANus, *' tell you however, that your old enemies, but 

I«. LiciHius<( new friends, are extremely (hocked and dif* 

Mvft^HA. 46 appointed at it. As to the particular letter 

'« which you fent to me, though it brought me 

<« fo llight an intimation of your friendihip, yet 

«^ it was very agreeable ; for nothing is apt to 

*' give me fo much fatisfaftion, as the confciouf- 

«* -nefs of my fervices to my friends ; and if at 

** any time they are not requited as they ought 

*' to be, I am always content that the balance 

** of the account fliould reft on my fide. I make 

«' no doubt however, but that, if the diftin: 

*' guiflied zeal, which 1 have always fliewn for 

•* your interefts, has not yet fufficiently recom-* 

•* mended me to you, the public intereft at leaft 

♦' will conciliate, and unite us. But that you 

** may not be at a lofs to know what it was 



48.] in which fcnfe it be- 
longed equally to all who 
haJ fupreme command in a- 
ny part of the Empire, and 
was never uied as a peculiar 
title. But after a vidory, 
in which fome coniiderable 
advantage was gained, and 
great numbers of the enemy 
ilain, the foldicrs, by an uni- 
verfal acclamation, ufed to 
faluie their General in the 
jBeld with the appellation of 
Emperor; afcribing as it were 
the fole merit of the aft ion 
to his aufpices and condudl. 
This became a title of honor, 
of which all Commanders 
were proud, as being the cf- 
fcd of fucccfs and viftory, 



and won by their proper va- 
lor; and it was always the 
firft and neceflary ftep to- 
wards a Triumph. ' On tbefe 
occafions therefore the titk 
of Emperor was con dandy af- 
fumed and given to Generals 
in all a6ls and letters, botk 
public and private, but was 
enjoyed by them no longcf 
than the commiflion laded* 
by which they had obtained 
it ; that is, to the time of 
their return and entrance in- 
to the City, from which mo- 
ment their command and title 
expired together of courfcjt 
and they rcfumed their civil 
chara<5\cr, and became private 
Citizens* 

*< whichi 
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^« which I expcdled to find in your letter, I will A. Urb.691* 

*r tell it you frankly, as my own nature and our ^^^* ^J- 

*< friendfhip require. I cxpe<5ted, out of regard j^ j^^^^'^, 

" both to the Republic and to our familiarity, Sil anus,* 

" to have had fome compliment or congratula-L. Liciii«ys 

" tion from you on what I lately afted in myMuREjiA. 

" Confulfhip; which you omitted, I imagine, 

" for fear of giving offence to certain perfons : 

" but, I . would have you to know, that the 

" things \vhich I have been doing for the fafety 

" of my couotry, are applauded by the tefti- 

** mony and judgement of the whole earth ; 

'* and when you come amongft us, you will 

" find them done with fo much prudence and 

" greatnefs of mind, that you, who are much 

" fupcrior to Scipio, will admit me, who am 

" not much inferior to Laelius, to a (hare both 

" of your public counfils and private friendlhip. 

^« Adieu [m]" 

Soon after Catiline's defeat, a frefh inqui- 
ry was fet on foot at Rome againfl the reft of 
his accomplices, upon the information of one 
L. Vettius ; who, among others, impeached 
f. Qffar before Novius Niger the ^ajlor^ as 
Q^ Curius alio did in the Senate -, where, for the 
fecret intelligence, which he had given very ear- 
ly to Cicero, he claimed the reward which had 
heen offered to the firfi difcoverer of the plot. He 
iffirmed, that what he depofed againfi Cafar was 
told to him by Catiline himftlf\ and Vettius offered 
fo produce a letter to Catiline in Cafar* s own hand. 
Casfar found fome difficulty to repell fo bold an 
accufation, and was forced to implore the aid and 
tepmony of Cicero to prove that he alfo had givers 

[tn\ Epift. fam. 5. 7. 

g earhf 
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A. XJrh. 6^1. earfy information of Catiline's deigns: bat by bis 

Ck. 45. vigor and intercft in the City, be obtained a full 

Coff. revenge at laft upon his accufers ; for he deprived 

SiLANus^* Curius of the rewalrd^ and got Vettim conmiited to 

L. hiciniv iprifon^ after be had been mrferabfy handled^ andd- 

If v&kHA. fnojl killed by the mob -, nor content with this^ he im- 

prifoned the S^uafior Novius too^ for Suffering afufe* 

rior magiftrate to be arraigned before him [»]. 

Several others however of confiderable rank 
\vere found guilty and banifhed \ fome of them 
not appearing to their citation^ others after a 
trial ; viz. M. Porcius Lecca, C. Cornelius^ L 
Vargunteius, Servius Sylla^ and P. Autronius, &Ci 
The laft of thefe, vrho loft the Confulfhip four 
years before, upon a conviclion of bribery, had 
been Cicero's fchool- fellow^ and collegue in the ^df- 
tor/hip •, andfollicited him with many tears to under- 
• take his defenfe : but Cicero not onely refufed to 
defend him, but, from the knowledge of his 
guilt, appeared as a witnefs againjl him [^]. 

P. Sylla alfo, Autronius's partner and fellow- 
fufFercr in the caufe of bribery, was now tried 
for confpiring twice with Catiline ; once, when the 
plot proved abortive, foon after his former trial 5 
and a fecond time, in Cicero's Confulfhip : he 
was defended in the fir ft by HortcnfiuSj in the 
laft by Cicero. The profecutor was TroquatuSj 
the fon of his former accufer, a young noble* 

[ff] Cum itnplorato Cice- teflatem pafTus elTet. Saetoo; 

ronis tcftimomo, quaedam le Jul. Caef. 17. 
de conjuratione ultro decu- [0] Veniebat ad me, & fas- 

li/Te docuifTet, me Curio pras- pe veniebat Autronius roulti^ 

»iia darcntur, efFecit ; Vet- cum lachrymis, fupplex, utfe 

tium — pro rollris in concione defenderem : fe meum condi- 

psene difcerptum, in carce- fcipulum in pueritia, familia- 

rem conjecit. Eodem No- rem in adolefcencia, collegairi 

vium Qusedorem, quod com- in Quseltura commemorabat 

fcUvi apud fe majorem po- faifle. Pro Sylla^ 6. 30. 

Irian 
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fiian of great parts and fpirit; who ambitiousA. Urb. 6914 
of the triumph of ruining an enemy, and fearing ^j^- 45* 
that Cicero would fnatch it from him, turned j^j^^j'^^ 
his raillery againft Cicero inftead of Sylla; andsiLANus^ 
to take off the influence of his authority; treated L.LicitiivA 
his charader with great petulance, and employ- ^^^""^^ 
cd every topic which could raife an odium and 
envy upon him : he called him a King, who af^ 
fumed a power to fave or dejlroy^ juji as he thought 
fil\ ^aid, that he was the third foreign King who 
had reigned in Rome after Numa and Tarquinius ; 
and that Sylla would have run away and never fiood 
a trials if he had not undertaken his caufe : when- 
ever he mentioned the plot and the danger of it^ it 
was with fo low and feeble a voice ^ that none but 
the judges could hear him ; but when he fpoke of 
the prtfon and the death of the confpirators^ he ut^ 
tered it info loud and lamentable ajirain^ as to make 
the whole Forum ring with it [^], 

Cicero therefore, in his reply, was put to the 
trouble of defending himfelf, as well as his client. 
*' As to Torquatus*s calling him a foreigner^ on 
•* the account of his being born in one of the 
« corporate Towns of Italy, he owns it; and 
•* in that Town, he fays, whence the Republic 
«« had been twice preferved from ruin ; and was 
«« glad that he had nothing to reproach him with, 
«« but what affefted not onely the greateft part, 
«* but the greateft men of the City ; Curius, 
«* Coruncanius, Cato, Marius, &c. but fince he 
•* had a mind to be witty, and would needs 
*' make him a foreigner, why did not he call 
" him a foreign Conful, rather than a King; 
" for that would have been much more won- 
Vl derfull, fince foreigners had been Kings, but 

£^] Pro Sylla, 7. 10, 

•• never 
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A. Urb. 69i.(< never Confuls of Rome. He admorii&e* 
^1^-45 • <« him, who was now in the courfc of his prc- 
1>. Junius ** ferment, not to be fo free of giving that title 
SiLANus, *' to Citizens, left he (houJd one day feel the, 
L. LiciNiu8(< refencment and power of fuch foreigners : that 
liuaiNA. c( if the Patricians were fo proud, as to treat bim 
«« and the judges upon the bench as foreigners, 
«* yet Torquatus had no right to do it, whofc 
** mother was of Afculum [j]. Do not call mc 
«> then Foreigner any more, fays he, left it turn 
*« upon yourfelf i nor a King, left you be laughed 
«« at; unlefs you think it kingly, to live b 
«« as not to be a flave, not onely to any man, 
«' but even to any appetite; to contemn all 
•* fenfual pleafures ; to covet no man's gold or 
«« filver, or any thing elfe ; to fpeak one's mind 
«« freely in the Senate; to confult the good, 
*' rather than the humor of the people; to 
** gave way to none, but to withftand many: 
** If you take this to be kingly I confefs myfelf 
•' a King : but if the infolence of my power, if 
** my dominion, if any proud or arrogant fay- 
** ing of mine provokes you, why do not you 
*« urge me with that, rather than the envy of a 
** name, and the contumely of a groundlefs 
*' calumny ?" — He precedes to fliew, •* that his 
" kingdom, if it muft be called fo, was of io 
*' laborious a kind, that there was not a man 
*« in Rome who would be content to take his 
^« place [r]." He puts him in mind, " that 
*' he was difpofed to indulge and bear with his 
«' pertnefs, out of regard to his youth and to 
** his father — though no man had ever thrown 
** the flighteft afperfion upon him, without being 
** chaftiled for it — but that he had no mind to 

£f] Ibid. 7, 8. [r] Ibid. 9. 

"fall 
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* fall upon one whom he could fo cafily van- A. Urb. 6gi* 

* qui(h ; who had neither ftrength^ nor age, ^^- 45- 

* nor experience enough for him to contendj^ jJ^Niut 

* with : he advifed him however not to abufesiLAwus, 

* his patience much longer, left he (hould beL, Licinius 
■« tempted at laft to draw out the flings of his^uRiNA. 

* fpeech againft him [j]." As to the merits of 
:he caufe, though there was no pofitive proof, 
jpet there were many ftrong prcfumptions againft 
Jylla, with which his adverfary hoped to opprefs 
bitn : but Cicero endeavoured to confute them, 
by appealing " to the tenor and character of his 
»' life ; protefting in the ftrongeft terms, that 
'* he, who had. been the fearcher and dcteftor 
'' of the plot, and had taken fuch pains to get 
^* intelligenqe of the whole extent of it, had 
" never met with the leaft hint or fufpicion of 
«* Sylla*s name in it j and that he had no other 
» motive for defending him, but a pure regard 
'* to juftice ; and as he had refufed to defend 
" others, nay, had given evidence againft them 
^* from the knowledge of their, guilt, fo he had 
'* undertaken Sylla's defenfe through a per- 
^* fuafion of his innocence [/]." . Torquatus 
for want of dircdt proof, threatened to examine 
^lla^s Jlaves by torture : this was fometimes 
praftifed upon the demand of the Profecutor ) 
but Cicero obferves upon it, " that the efFeft of 
" thofe torments was governed always by the 
" conftitution of the patient, and the firmnefs 
'* of his mind and body ; by the will and plea- 
" fure of the torturer, and the hopes and fears 
" of the tortured ; and that in moments of fo 
'* much anguilh there could be no room for 
^ truth : he bids them put Sylla's life to the 

[j] Ibid. 16. [0 Ibid. 30. 

Vot. I. S !* rack, 
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A. Urb. 691." rack, and examine that with rigor; whether 
Cic. 45. ♦« there was any hidden luft, any htent treafon, 
CoO: cc any cruelty, any audacioufnefs in itr that 
SiLANus"* *' ^here could be no miftake in the caufe, if the 
L. LiciNius" voice of his perpetual life, which ought to be 
MvRBMA« «* of the greateft weight, was but attended 
*• to [«]." Sylla was acquitted ; but Cicero 
had no great joy from his vidory, or comfort 
in preferring fuch a Citizen, who lived after- 
wards in great confidence with Csefar, and conh 
tnanded his right wing in the battel of Pbat^ 
lia [x] ', and ferved him afterwards in his power» 
as he had before ferved his kin/man Sylla^ in im- 
nagif^ his confifcations and the fak of the forf&Ui 
eftates. 

About the time of this trial Cicero bought a 
houle of M. Craffus, on the Palatine biU^ ad- 
joining to that m which he had always lived with 
his tacher, and which he is now fuppoied to 
have given up to his brother Quintus, The 
houfe coft him near thirty thoufand pounds^ and 
feems to have been one of the noblcft in Rome; 
it was built about thirty years before by the fa- 
mous Tribun, M. Livius Drufus ; on which oc- 
cafion we are told, that when the architeS promfid 
to build it for him in fuch a fnanner^ that mm 
of his neighbours Jhould overlook him : But if ym 
have any fkilly replied Drufus, contrive it rather 
fo^ that all the world may fee whet 1 am doing [j]. 
it was fituated in the mofl: conlpicuous part of the 
city, near to the center of all buftnefs, overlook- 

[«] Ibid. 28 eflet Tu vero, inquit, £ 

[at] Vid. Caef. comment, quid in te artis €ft, ita com- 

de bello civili. pone domum meam, at quic' 

[)'] Cum promitteret ei quid agam ab omnibus per* 

architeftus, ita fe xdilicatu- Ipfci poiTit. Veil. P. 2, if 

rum, ut libera a confpectu, Ep. f^m. 5. 6. 



ioisnunis ab omnibus ajbicris 



»g 
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ing the Forum and the Rojlra ; and what made it A. Urb. 69»- 
the more fplendid, was it's being joined to a For- ^rij^^' 
^0 or Colonnade^ cialled by the name of Catulus ;£>. Jumus 
who built it out of the Cimbric fpoils^ on that Sil anus, 
area where Flaccus formerly lived, whofs houfe^- LiciNiut 
was demoli/hed by public authority for his feditious^^^^^^* 
pra^ices with C. Gracchus [2]. In this purchafe 
he followed the Rule which he recommends in his 
Offices y with regard to the habitation of a principal 
Citizen ; that bis dignity Jhould be adorned by his 
btmfe^ but not derived from it [a]: where he 
mentions feveral inltances of great men, who 
by the fplendor^f their houfes on this very hill, 
which were conftantly ftriking the eyes of the 
people, and imprinting a notion of their magni* 
-ficence, made their way the more cafily to the 
higheft honors of the Republic. 

A. GfiLtius tells us, that having refohed ta 
htf the boufe^ and wanting money to pay for it^ he 
Imrowed it private^ of his client Sylla^ when he 
wt^ under profecution\ but the fiory taking wind^ 
Mi Being charged upon him^ he denied both the bor- 
rowing and dejign of purchafing^ yet foon after bought 
thehoufe\ and when he was reproached with the 
denial of itj replied onely laughing^ that they mufi 
be fools to imagine^ that when he bad refohed to 
buy^ be would raife competitors of the purchafe by 
proclaiming it [^], 

The ftory was taken probably from fome of 
the fpurious coUedions of Cicero* s Jejis 5 which 

[jc} M. Flaccusy quia cum bricis fecit. Pr. dom. 38. 

Graccho contra Reipub. (^' [a\ Ornanda eft enim dig« 

latem fecerat^ $c Senates nitas doino» non ex domo 

fentencia eft interfedus, & tpta qusrenda. DeOffic. i. 

domas ejus everfa eft : in 39. 

qua ponicum poft aliquanto [^] A. Qellius, 12. iz. 
Q^Catulus de manabiii Cim • 

S g^ were 
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A. Urb. 691. were handed about not onely after his death, but 
^*f- 4S- even in his lite- time, as he often complains to his 
D. Tun I us friends [c] -, for it is certain, that there could be 
S1LANU8, nothing dilhonorable in the purchafe, fincc it-was 
L. LiciNiuatranfafted fo publicly, that before it was even 
MuRENA. concluded, one of bis friends congratulated bm 
upon ii by letter from Macedonia \d\ The tnuh 
is, and what he himfelf does not diffembley tbot 
he borrowed fart of tbe money to fay for it^ at fix 
per cent. ; and fays merrily upon it, tbai^ he was 
now fo plunged in debt^ as to be ready for a. ^/, 
. but that the confpirators would not truft him [e\ 
It raifed indeed fome cenfure m>on his vanity, 
for purchafing foexpenfivea houfe with borrow- 
ed money : but Mcffala, the Conful, happening 
foon after to buy Autronius's houfe at a greiUer 
price^ and with borrowed money too^ it gave him 
fome pleafure, that he could juftify himfelf by the 
-cjcample of fo worthy a Magi ft rate : By Meffala's 
pUrchafCj fays he, I am thought to have made a god. 
•bargain ; and men begin to be convinced that we mof 
ufe the wealth of our friends^ in buying what contrp' 
butes to our dignity [/J. 



[f] Ais cnim, ut ego dif- 
<eirerim omnia omnium dic- 
ta, in his eciam Seftiana in 
me conferri. Quid f tu id 
pateris ? nonne defet.dis ? 
nonne reiiftis ? Sec, £p. fam. 

Sic audio Caefarem fi 

quod afFeratur ad eum pro 
meo, quod meum non e(l, 
rcjicere folere. Ibid. 9 16. 

[^] Quod ad me pridem 
fcripferas, velle te bene eve- 
nirci quod de Crafi'o domum 
cmeram — £mi earn ipfam do- 



mum H. S. xxzv. aliqoanto 
poll tuam gratalationem. Ep. 
fam. 5. 6. 

[e] Itaque fcito, me none 
tancum habere seris alieni, 
ut cupiam coojurare, fi qoif- 
quam ' recipiat. Sed pardm 
me excludunt, &c. Ibid. 

[/] Ea cmptione & no* 
bene emiffe judicati fumoc: 
& homines iotelligere cape- 
runt, licere amicorom facol- 
tatibus in emendo ad digfl^ 
tatem aliquam pervenre. iAd 
Au. I. 13. 

But 
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But the moft remarkable event which hap- A. Urb. 691. 
pened in the end of this year, was ibe pollution ^^'^^' 
of the mxfteries of the Bona Dea, or the Goodjy ju^iu, 
Goddefs by P. Clodius; which by an unhappy train Sil anus, 
of confequences, not onely involved Cicero in an L. Licinius 
uncxpedcd calamity, but feems to have given the^^^^**^* 
firft blow to.wards the ruin of the Republic. 
Clodius was now Quaeftor, and by that means a 
Senator; defcended from the nobleji family in 
Rome, in the vigor of his age, and a graceful! 
pcrfon, lively wit, and flowing eloquence; but 
with all the advantages of nature he had a mind 
incredibly vicious ; was fierce, iniblent, laudaci- 
bus, but above all, moft profligately wicked^ 
and an open contemner of Gods and men ; valu- 
ing nothing, that either nature or the laws al- 
lowed ; nothing, but in proportion as it was de- 
(pcrate and above the reach of other men ; dif- 
daining even honors in the common forms ot 
the Republic ; nor relifliing pleafures, but what 
vcre impious, adulterous, inceftuous [^]. He 
had an intrigue with C^far^s wife Pompeia^ who, 
according to annual cuftom, was now celebrating 
in her houfe thofe awfull andmyjlic facrifices of the 
Gcddefsj to which no male creature was ever ad- 
mitted, and where every thing mafculine was fo 
fcrupuloufly excluded, that even pictures of that 

£^] Exorta eft ilia Rel pub. dele£>arct, quod aut per na- 

facris, religionibas, au«5tori- turam fas eHet, aat per leges 

tati v€ftrae,. judiciis publicis liccret. Pro Mil. 1 6. 
fuioefta Qaxftura: in qua P Clodius, homo nobifis, 

idem ifle deos, hominirque, difertus, audax; qui neque 

pudorem, pudiciciam, Senatus dicendi, neque faciendiultum, 

aadoritatem, jus, fas, leges, nifi qa'em vellet, noflct mo- 

jadicia violavit, &c. De dum; malorum propofitorum 

Arafpic. refp. 20 executor acerrimus, infamis 

Qui ita judicia poenamque etiam fbrorisHapro^ &c. Veil, 

cont^mpferat, at cum nihil Pat. 2. 45. 

S 3 fm 
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A.XJrb.Sgi.fifi were covered during the ceremony {b^: This 
Cic. 45. was a proper fcene for Clodius's genius to aft up- 
T> ]vviv$ ^"» ^^ opportunity of daring, beyond what 
S1LANU8, n^an had ever dared before him : the thought of 
L. LiciNiujmixing the impurity of his lufts with the fandlity 
MvREjiA. of thefe venerable rites flattered his imaginatioa 
fo ftrongly, that he refolved to gain acceS to his 
miftrefs in the very midft of her holy miniftry. 
With this view he drefled himfelf in a woman^s 
babitj and by the benefit of his fmooth fecc, 
and the irUroduSlion of one of the maidSj who was 
in the fecret, hoped to pafs without difcovcry : 
but by fome miftake between him and his guide, 
he loft his way when he came within the houfe, 
and fell in unluckily among the other female 
fervants, who detedling him by his voice, alarm- 
ed the whole company by their fhrieks, to the 
great amazement of the matrons^ who prefenihf 
threw a veil over the facred m^fieries^ while CIo- 
dius found means to efcape ly the favor of foim 
of the damfels [i]. 

The ftory was prefently fpread abroad, and 
raifed a general fcandal and horror through the 
whole city : in the -vulgar, for the profanation 
of a religion held the moft facred of any in 
Rome ; in the better fort, for it's offence to good 
manners, and the difcipline of the Republic. 

[hi ' ubi vclari fit ci dcae, cajus ne nofflca 

pic^ura jubetur, quidem viros fdre fas eft. 

Quaecunque aherius fexus Dv- Harufp. refponf. 17. 

vnitata figuram elh [/] P. Clodiuin, Appii fi- 

Juven. 6. 339. Ham, credo te aodii& com 

Qaod quidem facrificiuin ne- vefle muliebri deprehenfom 

mo ante P. Clodiuxn in omni domi C. Csefaris, cam pro 

tnemoria violavic quod popolo fieret, euxnqoe per 

£c per virgines Vedales ; £c manus fervals fervatum k 

pro populo Romano ; fit in edudum ; rem e^e infigfii 



ea domo, qus eft in impe- infamia. Ad AtC. I. 12. 
jrio ; £t incredibili ceremonia ; 



C^far 
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CJ/ar put away his wife upon it ; and the honeft 
of all ranks were for pufhing this advantage 
againfl: Clodius as far as it would go, in hopes 
to free themfelves by it of a citizen^ who [by tbis^ 
as well as ether fpecimens of his audacioufnefs^ feemed 
born to create much difturbance to the State [^]. It 
had been the conftant belief of the populace, that 
if any manfhould ever pry into thefe myfteries^ he would 
he inflantly ftruck blind : But it was not pofftble^ as 
Cfccro fays, to know the truth of it before ^ Jince no 
man^ but Clodius^ had ever ventured upon the expe^ 
riment : though it was now found, as he tells him, 
^bat the blindnefs of the eyes was converted to that of 
the mind [/]. 

The affair was foon brought before the Senate ;A-y'"*^- ^92* 
where it was refolved, to refer it to the College of ^off ^* 
Priefls^ who declared it to be an abominable impiety ;m. Pupius 
upon which the Confuls were ordered to provide a Pi so, 
law for bringing Clodius to atrial for it before /^^M. Valeri- 
feople[m]. But Q. Fufius Calenus one of the '''^*"^'''^- 
Tribuns, fupportcd by all the Clodian fadlion^ 
would not permit the law to be offered to thefuf^ 
frage of the Citizens. This raifed a great ferment 

[i] Videbam, illud fcelas caecitatem mentis eft converfa^ 

Um importanum^ aadaciam Prodom. 40. 

tarn immanem adolefcentis, [m] Id facrificium cum 

fiuentis, nobilis, vulnerati, Virgines inftaoraHent, men- 

son pofle arceri otii Hnibus : tjonem a (^ Corn! fir io in 

eroptarum illud malum ali- Senatu faflam — poll rem ex 

qnando, fi impunitum foiffct, S. C. ad Pontificcs relatam ; 

ad perniciem civitatis. De idque ab'eis nefas tSc de- 

Harufp. refp. 3. cretam : deinds ex S. C. 

[f] Aot quod oculos, ut Conioles rogati >nem promul- 

<»ptnio illius religionis efl, ga iTe : uxori Cefarem nun- 

son perdidiili. Quis enim cium remififTe — la hac caufa 

ante te facra ilia vir fciens Pifo, amicitia P. Clocii 

yiderat, ut quifquam poeuam, ductus, operam dat, ut ea 

qnas fequeretur illud fcelus, rogatio — antiquetur, &c. Ad 

kire poflet ? Ibid 18. Alt. t. 13. 

Pcena omnis oculorum ad 

S 4 in 
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A. Urb. 692. in the city, while the Senate adhered to their 

^CofT^^ former rcfolution, though the Conful Pifo ufed all 

M. Pupius ^*^ endeavours to divert them from it, and Clor 

Piso, dius in an abjedl manner threw himfelf at the feet of 

M. Vkl^ki- every Senator j'yet after a fecond debate in a full 

ysMEssELA-houle, there ivere fifteen only who voted on Oo- 

dius^s Jide^ and four hundred dire£lhf againji him % 

Jb that a frefli decree pafled, to order the Confub 

to recommend the law to the people with all their 

authority^ and that no other buftnefs fhould be dme^ 

till it was carried [«] : but this being likely to 

produce great diforders, Hortcnfius propofed an 

expedient, which was accepted by both parties, 

that the Tribun Fufiusy&e>«i/ publifh a law for the 

trial of Chdius by the Prater with a fele£l bench 

of judges. T\\t only difference between the 

two laws was, whether he fliould be tried by the 

people^ or ly particular judges: but this^ fays 

Cicero, was every thing. Hortenfius was afraid, 

left he fliould efcape in the fquabble, without 

any trial ; being perfuaded, that no judges could 

abfolve him, and that a fword of leadj as 'he faid, 

would dejiroy pirn: But the Tribun knew that in, 

ibch a trial there would be room for intrigue, 

both inchufingand corrupting the judges, which 

Cicero likewife forefaw from the firft ; and wiflied 

therefore to leave him rather to the efFc6t of that 

odium, in which his charafter then lay, than bring 

him to a trial where he had any chance to efcape [^J. 

CjLOofus's 

[n] Senatus yocatur ; com altera parte facile cccc. foe- 

dccerneretur frequent! Sena- runt. — Senatns decernebat.Qt 

tu contra pugnante Pifone, ad ante, quam rogatio lata efleti 

pedes omnium figillatim ac- ne quid ageretur. Ibid. 14. 

cedente .Clodio, tit Confules [o] Poftca vero qoam Hor- 

populunfcohortarentur adro- tenfius cxcoguavit, ut legem 

gationem apcipiendam : ho- de religione Fufius Tribuoos 

X^iiresadxv. Curiopi, nulluin pleb. ferret: in qua nibil a- 

S. C. facienti, aiTenferuot, ex liad a Conruiari rogatiooe 
•■ ^ ■ ■ ■ ^ify. 
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Clodius's whole defenfe was, to prove him- A. Urb. 692; 
fdf abfent at the time of the fad ; for which pur- ^'^^' 46. 
pofe he produced men to fwear, fhat he was thetty^ p^^' 
atlnteramna^ about two or three days journey from Piso, 
the city. But Cicero being called upon to give hisM. Valeri. 
teftimony, depofed, that Clodius had been ^//^usMEsaALA. 
him that very morning at his houfe in Rome [p]. 
As foon as Cicero appeared in the court, the Clo- 
dian mob began to infult him with great rudenefs ; 
but the judges rofe upy and received him with fucb 
refpeSy that they prefently fecured him from all 
farther affronts [y]. Caefar, who was the moft 
particularly interefted in the affair, being fummon- 
«d alfo to give evidence, declared, that he knew 
nothing at all of the matter \ though his mother Au* 
relia dndftfter Julia^ who were examined before him^ 
•had given a punliual relation of the whole faSi ; and 
being interrogated J how he came then to part with his 
wife ? he replied, that all who belonged to him ought 
to be free from fufpicion as well as guilt [r]. He 
faw very well how the thing was like to turn, and 
had no mind to exafperate a man of Clodius's ch^- 



difFerebat, nifi jadicam genus 
{kk CO aatem erant omnia) 
pagnavicqae uc ita fieret; 
quod & iibi Sc aliis perfuafe-. 
rat, Dullis ilium judicibus ef- 
fugcrepoiTe; contraxi vela, 
perfpiciens inopiam jodicnm. 
»~Hortenfius-^non vidit il- 
]ad, fatius eiTe ilium in infa- 
mia & fordibus relinqui, quam 
ifl6rmojudicio committi. Sed 
du£lu8 odio properavit rem 
deduc^re in judicium, cum 
illom plumbeo gladio jngula- 
turn iri tamen diceret — A me 
tamen ab initio coniilium 
Hortenfii reprehendebacur. 
Ad Ate, 1. 16. 



[p] Plutarch, in Cic. Val, 
Max. I. 5. 

[ql Mcvero telle prod ufto, 
Credo te — audi/Te, quae con- 
furredio judicum fa6la fit, ut 
me circumfteterint, &c. Ad 
Att. ibid. 

[r] Ncgavit fe quidquam 
comperifTe, quam vis Sc mater 
Aurelia, & foror Julia, apud 
' eofdem judices, omnia ex fide 
retuliflcnt : interrogatOfque, 
cur igitur repudiaffet uxorem ? 
Quoniam, inquit, meos tarn 
fufpicione quam crimineju- 
dico carere oportere. Suet. 
J. Caef. 74. 

rafter. 
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A. Urb. 692. rafter, who might be of good fervicc to him for 
Cic. 46* the advancement of his future projeds, Plutarch 
Coff. f^y^^ jhaj Cicero bimfelf was urged on to this aS 
p,"/"' againft his will, by the importunity of bis wife: d 
M. VaIiri-T^^^, imperious dame, jealous ofClodius^sJifter, whm 
v$MBiiALAjbe fufpeBed of fome deftgn to get Gcero from her, 
which by this ftepfbe hoped to make defperate. The 
ftory does not Iccm improbable ; for before the 
trial, Cicero owns himfelf to be growing every 
day more cool and indifferent about it ; and in his 
railleries with Clodius after it, touches upon the 
forward advances which bis Jijler had made towards 
him 5 and at the very time of giving his teftimo- 
ny, did it with no fpirit, norfaid any thing more, 
as he tells us, than what was fo well knawn^ that 
be could not avoid facing it [s]. 

The judges feemed to aft at firft with great 
gravity ; granted every thing that was aiked by 
the profecutors •, and demanded a guard to pro- 
teft them from the mob : which the Senate readily 
ordered, with great commendation of their pru- 
dence : but when it came to the iffue, twenty-five 
onely condemned, while thirty-one abfolved him. 
Craflus is faid to have been Clodius*s chief ma- 
nager, in tampering with the judges ; employing 
every art and inftrument of corruption, as it fuited 
the different tempers of the men ; *< and where 
*« money would not do, oflFering. even certain 
** ladies and young men of quality to their plea- 
'* fure. Cicero fays, that a more fcandalous com- 
•* pany of fharpers never fat down at a gaming- 
** table; infamous Senators, beggarly Knights, 
" with a few honeft men among them, whom 

[/] Nofmetipn, qui Ly- Neque dixi quicqoam pro 
curgei a principio fuiiTemas, teftimoniOy nifi qaod erat ia 
qaocidie demingamur. Ad nocom atque teftatum, nt noo 
Ace. I. 13. poiTcm prsterire. Ibid. 16. 

" Clodius 
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•* Clodius could not exclude ; who in a crew foA.Urb. 692* 
** unlike to themfelves, fat with fad and mourn- ^^S: ^^• 
•* full faces, as if afraid of being infefted with j^ pj^^^'^^ 
*' the contagion of their infamy ; and that Catu- piso, 
** lus, meeting one of them, afked him, whatM. Valbet^ 
" they meant by defiring a guarcf? were they^^***'*^^** 
" afraid of being robbed of the money which 
•* Clodius had given them [/] ?" 

This tranfadkion however gave a very ferious 
concern to Cicero, who laments, *' that the firm 
** and quiet ftatc of the Republic, which he had 
** eftabli(hed in his Confulfliip, and which feeme4 
•* to be founded in the union of all good men, 
** was now loft and broken, if fome Deity did not 
** interpofe, by this fingle judgement ; if that, 
** fays he, can be called a judgement, for thirty of 
** the moft contemptible fcoundrels of Rome to 
^^ violate all that is juftand facred for the fake of 
** money ; and vote that to be falfe, which all 
•* the world knows to be true." As he looked 
upon himfelf to be particularly affronted by a fen- 
tencc, given in flat contradiftion to his teftimony,^ 
fo he made it his bufinefs on all occafions to dif- 

[/] Nofli Calvom — biduo qnam fama commoverit. ' 

per anum fervam, & cam ex Quorom Catolas cum vidif- 

gladiatorio ludo, confecit to- fet quendam ; Quid vos, in- 

cam negotium. Arceflivitad qak» praefidium a nobis pof- 

{s, promilit, |interceflit, dedit. tulabatis ? an, ne nommi vo- 

Jam vero (O Dii boni, rem bis eriperentur, timebatis ^ 
perdiumi) etiam nodes cer- Macalofi Senatores, nudt 

tarom maliernm, atque ado- Equites-^pauci tamen bocl 

lefcentalorum nobilium incro- inerant, qaos rejedione fu- 

dudiones nonnuUis judicibas gare ille non pocerac ; qui 

pro mercedis cumulo fue- moelti inter fui diflimiles & 

runt — XXV judices ita fortes moerentes fedebant, & conta- 

fuerunt, ut fummo propofito gione torpitudinis vehemen. 

pericido vel perire maloerint, ter permovebantur. Ad Att. ^ 

quam perdere omnia, xxxi i. i6. 
weriuit^ qaos fames magis 

play 
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A. Urb. 69* play the iniquity of it, and to fting the feveral 

^c fr^" adors in it with all the keenncfs of his raillery [«]. 

M Pupius ^" ^ debate foon after in the Senate on the ftatc 

Piso, of the Republic, taking occafion to fall upon this 

M. VALERi-afFair, he ** exhorted the Fathers not to be difcou- 

usMfissALA.ci raged for having received one fingle wound; 

«« which was of fuch a nature, <hat it ought nci- 

" thcr to be diflembled, nor to be feared ; for to 

«* fear it, was a meannefs ; and not to be fenfiblc 

" of it, a ftupidity : ThatLentulus was twice ac- 

*< quitted : Catiline alfo twice; and this man was 

" the third, whom a bench of judges had let 

** loofc upon the Republic. But thou art mif- 

" taken, Clodius, fays he ; the judges have not 

** rcferved thee for the city, but for a prifon: 

** they defigned thee no kindnefs by keeping thee 

" at home, but to deprive thee of the benefit of 

" an exil. Wherefore, Fathers, roufe your ufual 

<* vigor ; refume your dignity ; there fubfifts ftill 

«* the fame union among the honeft; they have 

•' had indeed a frefh fubjeft of mortification, yet 

•* their courage is not impaired by it : no new 

" mifchief has befallen us ; but that onely, which 

** lay concealed, is now difcovered, and by the 

*' trial of one defperate man many others are 

•* found to be as bad as he [^]." 

Clodius, not caring to encounter Cicero by 
formal fpeeches, chofe to teize him with raillery, 
and turn the debate into ridicule. You are a fine 
Gentleman indeed^ fays he, and have been at Baia. 
Ihafs not fofiney replied Cicero, as to be caught at 
the myjleries cf the Godde/s. But what^ fays he, 
has a clown of Arptnum to do at the hot wells ? AJk 
that friend cf yours ^ replied Cicero, who had a 

I [«] Infe(5\andis vcro, exa- fis ac fautoribus illius vidtorias 

gitandifque nummariis judici- -roryp^isc^ta* eripui. Ibid. 
bus, omnem omnibus lludio- \x\ Ibid. 

month's 



^mn 
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months mind to your Arpinum clown [j] : ToubaveA. Urb. 692, 
bought a boufe^ fays he [2] : Toujhould have faidy ^^^' 4^. 
Judges^ replied Cicero: Thofe judges, fays he, j^^^^J;^, - 
would not believe you upon your oath: TeSj replied Piso, . 
Cicero, twenty-five of them gave credit to me ; whileM. Valeri- 
the refi would not give any to you^ but made you pay '"^^^^^^^^^ 
your money beforehand. This turned the laugh fo 
ftrongly on Cicero's fide, that Clodius was con- 
foundedj and forced to Jit do^vn [a]. But being now 
declared enemies, they never met without fome 
ftrokcs of this kind upon each other ; which, as 
Cicero obferves, muft needs appear/^/ in thenar-* 
ration^ fince all their force and beauty depended on 
the fmartnefs of the contention^ and the fpirit with 
which they were delivered [b]. 

The prefent Confuls were M. Pupius Pifo and 
M. Meffala ; the firft of whom, as loon as he en- 
tered into oiBce, put a flight affront upon Cicero : 
for his bpinion having been afked always the firft 
by the late Confuls, Pifo called upon him onely 
the fecond^ on Catulus the thirds Hortenjius the 
fourth : ThiSy he fays, did not difpleafe him^ fince it 
left him more at liberty in his voting \ and freed him 
from the obligation of any complaifance to a man whom 
he defpifed [^]. This Conful was warmly in the 
interefts of Clodius j not fo much out of friend- 
fhip, as a natural inclination to the worft fide : for 

[y] This is fuppofed to re- given afterwards near four 

fer 10 his fifler Clodia, a lady times as much for one, viz. 

famous for her intrigues ; who about 1 1 9,000 1. fterling. 

had. been trying ail arts to Plin Hid. N. 1. 36. 15, 
tempt Cicero to put away [^2] Ad Att. 16. 
Tcrentia, and to take her L^] Nam cagtera non pof- 

for his wife. funt habere neqae vim, ne- 

[«] Though Clodius re- que venullatem, remoto illo 

proaches Cicero for the extra- fiudio contentionia. Ibid. ^ 

vaganc purcHafe of a houfc, \c\ lbid\ 13. ' 

yet he hijQfelf is faid to have 

according 
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A. Urb. 692. according to Cicero's account of him, he ivas t 
Ck. 46. ixian *^ of a weak and wicked mind ^ a churlilh, 

M Pupivi " captious fnccrer, without any turn of wit; and 
Piso, '^ making men laugh by his looks rather than 

M. Valbri-*^ jefts; favoring neither the popular,, nor the 

vtMiHALA.a ariftocratical party ; from whom no good was 
<^ to be expected, becaufe ,he wiflied none ; nor 
*^ hurt to be feared, becaufe he durft do none ; 
'^ who would have been more vicious, by having 
^* one vice the lefs, floth and lazinefs, &c. [iy* 
Cicero frankly ured the liberty, which this Con- 
fuFa behaviour allowed him, of delivering his itn* 
timents without any referve ; giving Pilb himfelf 
no quarter, but expofing every thing that he did 
and faid in favor of Clodius, in fuch a manner, as 
to binder the Senate from decreeing io bim the pro- 
vince of Syria J which had been dejigned and in a man* 
ner promifed to him \e]. The other Conful, Mcf- 
fala, was of a quite different charafter ; a firm and 
excellent magiflrate^ in the true interefts of bis com- 
try^ and a cenjiant admirer and imitator of Cr- 
cero [/]. 

About this time Cicero is is fuppofed to have 
made that elegant oration, ilill extant, in the de- 
fenfe of his old Preceptor, the Poet jlrchias : he 
expedted for his pains an immortality of fame from 

[if\ Neqde id magis ami- nihil metuas mail, qoia noa 

citia Clodii dudus, qaam Hu- audet. Ibid. 13. 

dio perditarom rerum, atque Uno vitio minus viciofas, 

partiam. Ibid. 14. quod iner^, quod fomni ple- 

Conful autem ipfe parro nus. Ibid. 14. 

animo-& pravo; tantum ca- • [e] Confulem nulla io re 

yillacor genere illo moroio, contillereunquamfum paflTos: 

quod etiam fine dicacicate ri- dcfponfam homini jam 6yri* 

detur ; facie magis, qoam am ademi. Ibid. 16. 

faceciis ridiculus : nihil agens [/] Me/Tala Confuj eft c- 

^ cam Repub.fejundusabopti- gregius, fortif, conllans, di; 

matibus : a quo nihil fperes ligens, noflri laudator, amt* 

boni Reipub. quia non vuh; tor, ioiisator. Ibid. 14. 

tb4 
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^e praife of Archias^s mufe ; but by a contrary fate A. Urb. 69a. 
f things, inftead of deriving any addition of ^p'i^* 
lory from Archias's compofitions, it is wholly |^^ pypJut 
wing to his own, that the name of Arcbias has Piso, 
Dt long ago been buried in oblivion. From thcM. Valeex- 
rcat charadter given by him of the talents and^****^^'^* 
?nius of this Poet, we cannot help regretting the 
itire lofs of his works : he had fung in Greek verfe 
>e triumphs of Marius over the Cimbrij andof Lm^^ 
\Um over Mithridates \ and was now attempting 
fe Confuljhip of Cicero [g] : but this periflied With 
le reft, or was left rather unfinifhed and inttr-^ 
ipted by his death, fince we find no farther nieo« 
an of it in any of Cicero's later writings. 
PoMPEY the Great returned to Rome about 
€ beginning of this year, in the height of his 
me and fortunes, from the Mitbridatic war. The 
ty had been much alarmed about him by various 
ports from abroad, and feveral tumults at home ; 
here a general apprehenfibn prevailed, of his 
ming at the head of an armjn to take the government 
to his hands [y]. It is certain, that he had it 
iw in his power to make himfelf Majier of the 
tpubliCy without the hazard even of a war, or 
y oppofition to controul him. Caefar, with the 
ribun Mecellus, was inviting him to it, an(]|bad 
\ other ambition at prcfent than to ferve under 

[ p] Nam & Cixnbricas res — ^Nam qoas res in Confulatu 
ofefceDs attigit, Sc ipfi i!li noftro vobifcum iimul pro fa- 
Mario, qui durior ad hsec lute orbis acque imperii-^ 
dia videbator, jucandas geffimus, aitigic hie verfibus 
c. atque inchoavit : quibus au- 
Michridaticam vero bel- dicis, quod inihi magna res 
n, magnam atque difficile & jucunda vifa ell, hunc ad 
cotum ab hoc expreflum perficiendufn' hortatus fum. 
; qui libri non modo L. Pro Archia, 9. 11. 1 
culJum — verum etiam po- [hi Plotarch. in Pomp. ' 
[j Rom» Qoxnei) illQftra&C. 
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A. Urb. 692. him : but Pompey was too phl^matic to be eafily 
Cic. 46. induced to fo defperate a refolution ; or feems ra- 
Coff. tber indeed to have had no thoughts at all of that 
Piso^* fort, but to have been content with the rank 
M.Valeri. which he then pofleflcd, oi the firft Citizen of 
v$HE%tALA. Ji/mCy without a rival. He had lived in a perpe- 
tual courfe of fuccefs and glory, without any flur 
cither from the Senate or the people, to infpirc 
him with fentiments of revenge, or ro give him 
a pretenfe for violent meafures; and he was pcr- 
fuaded, that the growing diforders of the city 
would foon force all parties to create him Diiiator^ 
for the fettlement of the fiate\ and thought it of 
more honor to his charaAer to obtain that power, 
by the confent of his citizens, than to extort it 
from them by violence. But whatever apprehen- 
lions were conceived of him before his coming, 
they all vaniflied at his arrival ; for he no fooner 
fet foot in Italy, than he dijbanded his troops^ gi*viffg 
them orders onely to attend him in his Triumph ; and 
with a private retinue purfued his journey to 
Rome, where the whole body of the people came 
out to receive him with all imaginable gratulations 
and exprejftons of joy for his happy return [i |. 

By his late vidories he had greatly extended 
the barrier of the empire into the continent of 
Afia, having added to it three powerfull King- 
doms [^], Pontus, Syria, Bithynia, which he re- 
duced to the condition of Roman Provinces \ leav- 
ing all the other Kings and nations of the Eafl tri- 
butary to the Republic^ as far as the Tigris, Among 
his other conquefts he took the city of Jerufalem^ 
. by the opportunity of a conteft about the crown 
between the two brothers Hircanus and Arijiobulus : 

[/] Plutarch, in Pomp. nunc tribus novis provinciis 

[^] UtAfia, quae imperiam jpfa cingatur. D«; PiovWt 
ante4 noilrum terminabac^ Coufular. 12. 

Ibe 
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THe lower Town was furrendered to him with A, tfrb. 69*.' 

little or no oppofition ^ but theFortrefs of the Tern- ^jlj- 46i 

pie coft him aftege of three months \ nor would hie^^ p^J" 

have taken it then fo eafily, as Dio tells u^ [/], Pigo^ 

had it not hem for the advantage^ that the beJiegedM. Y ALt^u 

gave him by the obfervaHce of their weekly Sabbathsy^^^^^^'^^^' 

im which they abjiained fo reiigiouffy from aH wot^^ 

us to negleS even their necejfary defenfe. He Ihewed 

great humanity to the people, and touched no 

fart of the f acred treafure^ or veffals of gold ^ which 

were of an immenfe value [m] ; yet was drawn by 

bis curiofity into fuch a profanation of their Temple^ 

as mortified them more than all that they had fuf- 

fered by the war :'for in taking a view of the build- 

ingSi h6 entered with his officers, not onefy into thi 

Holy Place where none but the Priefts^ but into thi 

Hofy of Holies^ where none but the High Priefi wai 

penrntted by the taw to enter : by which aS, as a 

very eminent writer, more pioufly perhaps than 

Judicioufly remarks, he drew upon himfelf the curfi 

ef Gbdy and never profpered afterwards [»j. He ■ 

carried Arijtobulus and his children prifoners to Rome^ 

for the ornament of his TriufHph'i and fettled Hir-* 

canus in the government and the High Priejlhood^ 

but fubjeft to a tribute. Upon the receipt of tht 

public JetterSj Which brought the account of his 

fuccefs, the Senate paffed a decree, that^ on all 

feftival days^ he fhould have the privilege to wear a 

laurel crown with his GeneraVs robe\ and in the 

Equeftrian races of the Circus^ his triumphal habit : 

an honor^ which when he had once ufed, to fhew 

his gratefull fcnfe of it, he ever after prudently 

declined i fmce without adding any thing to his 

[/] Dio, 1. 37. p* 36. Flacc. 28. 

[w] AiGn. Pompcius.cap- [»J Prideaux. Conneft. 

^s Hierofolymis, viAor ex par. 2. p; 343: 
illo fano nihil attigic. fro ' * ■ 

Vol. I. T fiowcr^ 
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A. Urb. 692.powcr, it could ferve onely to encreafc the envy, 
Cic. 46. which many were endeavouring to ftir up againft 

Piso^ ' ^^ ^^^ Tt\tx\t of thefe great lervlces he did many 
M. VALsni-afts abroad of a very extraordinary nature ; gave 
vsMaisALA.'what laws he plealed to the whole Eaft; diftri- 
buted the conquered countries at dlfcretion to the 
Kings and Princes who had ferved him in the 
wars ^ built twenty- nine new cities, or colonies ^ 
and divided to each private foldier about fifty 
pounds fterling, and to his officers in proportion \ 
fo that the whole of his donative is computed to 
amount to above three millions of our money [p]. 
His firft bufinefs therefore after his return, and 
what he had much at heart, was to get thefe affs 
ratifyed by public autbcrity. The popular tadioD 
proiniled him every thing, and employed all their 
llcill to divert him from an union with Cicero and 
the Senate, and had made a confiderable impref- 
fion upon him : but he found the ftate of things 
• very different from their reprefentations j faw 
Cicero ftill in high credit ; and by his means the 
authority of the Senate much refpefted ; which 
obliged him to ufe great management, and made 
him fo cautious of offending any fide, that he 
pleafed none. Cicero fays of his firft fpe.tch, that 
it was neither agreeable to the poor^ ncr reli/hed iy 
the rich ; difappointed the fediticus^ yet gave nofatif- 
faction to the honefi [j]. As he happened to 
come home in the very heat of Clodius's affair, fo 
he was prefently urged by both parties to declare 
for the one and the other. Fufius, a bufy faftious 
Tribun, demanded of him before the people, wbiU. 

[0] Dio, 1. 37. p. 39. — non jucunda miferis, inanis 

'[^J P^in. Hift. 1. 37. 2. improbis, beatis non grata, 

Appian. de bell. Mithridat. bonis non gravis. Itaqoe fri- 

[f] Prima concio Pompeii gcbat. Ad Au. 1,14. 

k 
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be thought of Clodius^s being tried by the Prat or avid^. Urb. 69^.- 
a bench of Judges ? To which he anfwered very ari- ^p*^^* 
ftocraticalfyj as Cicero calls it -, That he had every^^ Pupius 
taken the authority of the Senate to be of the greateji Piso, 
weight in all cafes. And when the Conful MeflalaM- Valeri- 
alked him in the Senate, what his opinion was of ^^^^^^^^^' 
that profanation of religion^ and the law propofed 
about it ? he took occafion, without entering into 
particulars, to applaud in general all that the Senate 
had done in it ; and upon fitting down, told Cicero^ 
who fat next to him, that he had now faid enough^ 
be thought, tofigmfy his fentiments of the matter [rj. 

Crassus obferving Pompey's refcrve, refolved 
topufh him to a more explicit declaration, or to 
gee the better of him at lead in the good opinion 
of the Senate ; rifing up therefore to fpeak, he 
launched out, in a very highjlrain, into the praifes 
of Cicero's Confulfhip ; declaring himfef indebted to 
it, for his being at that time a Senator and a Citi- 
zen % nay, for his very liberty and his life ; and that 
as often as hefaw his wife, his family, and his coun^ . • 
/rjr, fo often he faw his obligations to Cicero. This 
difcompofed Pompey, who was at a lofs to under* 
ftand Craffus*s motive; whether it was to take the 
benefit of an opportunity^ which he had omitted, of in-^ 
gratiating bimfelf with Cice^'o ; or that he knew 
Cicero's a£ls to be in high efieem, and the praife of 
them very agreeable to the Senate ; and it piqued 
him the more, for it's coming from a quarter, 
whence it was^ leaflr to be cxpeAed ; from one, 
whom Cicero out of regard to him had always 
treated with a particular flight. The incident how^ 
ever, railed Cicero's fpirits, and made him exert 
himfelf before his n^jo hearer, Pompey, with all 

^1 Mihique, ut aiTcdit, etiam de iflis rebus ^Kc xt* 
^iti i% f Qiarc fktii i^ fe fponfam. lb. 

T 2 the 
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A.Urb. 692.the pride of his eloquence: his tropics were, tbt 
^r rr ^' f^^^^J^ ^^^ M^^'^'^^y 9f ^^^ Senate \ ibe concord of ibe 
M. Pupius E'V^^ft^^^^^ order \ the concurrence of all Italy \ the 
Pi so, lifelefs remains of a bnffied confpiracy ; the peace ami 
llL.Vh\.^%i' plenty which had fmce fucceeded: all which he dif- 
vsMemala. played with his utmoft force, to let Pompcy fee 
his afcendanc fcill in that afiembly, and how much 
he had been impofed upon by the accounts of his 
new friends [j]. Pompey likewife on his fide 
began prefently to change his tone, and affedied 
on all public occafions to pay fo great a court to 
Cicero, that the other faction gave him the nick- 
name of Cnacus Cicero : and their feeming union 
was fo generally agreeable to the city, thatthg 
were both of them conflantly clapped^ whenever tbg 
appeared in the Theater ^ without a hifs from mrf 
quarter [/]. Yet Cicero eafily difcovercd that all 
this outward civility was but feigned and artificial ; 
that he was full of envy within^ and had no good in- 
tentions towards the public, \ nothing candid orJincere\ 
, nothing greats generous j or free in bim [«]. 

There was one point which Pompey refolvcd 
to carry this fummer, againft the univerfal indi- 

[/] ProximePompeium fe- nis, barbatali jovenes, illam 

deoam : inteliexi hominem in fermonibus Cn^uii Ci« 

movcri ; QCrum CrafTum inire ceronem appellent. Itaqoe 

earn gratiam, quam ipfe prx- & ludis k gladiatoribos mi- 

termifilTet. rard^js htuffi(jutffi<ti, fine oUa 

Ego autem, Dii boni, qaor paftoiicia Aftula, aaferebt- 

modo Umi^iri^^vffxyt.r,if novo mus. -Ibid. i6. 
anditoriPompciof — Haicerat [a] Nos, ut oftendit, aJ- 

iircGeo-i?, de gravitate Ordi- modum diligit — apcrte lao- 

nis, de Equedri Concordia, de dat ; occulce, fed it« at per- 

confenfione Italiae, de im- fpicuam fit, invidet: niktl 

mortuis reliqoiis conjuratlo- come, nihil fimplex, nihil w 

ris, de villtace, de ocio. Ad tk ^o>a7»xorc honeftum, nihil 

Act. I. 14. illullre, nihil forte, nihil li- 



[/] Ufque eo, at ndftri berum. Ibid. 13. 

illi comiiratores coi)j»racio* 
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nation of the city, the eleSion of L. Afranius^ one A. Urb. 69a* 
of his creatures to the Confulfliip : in which he ^p' i^' 
fights^ fays Cicero, neither with authority^ nor in- y^ Pyp,us 
terefi^ but with what Philip of Macedon took every Piso, 
fartrefsy into which he could drive a loaded afs [^].M. Valeri- 
JPlutarch fays, that he himfelf diflributed the money''^^^^^^^'^* 
pfenfy in his own gardens: but Cicero mentions it 
as a current report, that the Conful Pifo had under^ 
taken to divide it at his houfe : which gave birth to 
two new laws, drawn up by Cato and his brother 
in law Dpmitius Ahenobarbus, and fuppofed fo 
be Icyclled at the Conful ; the one of which gave 
a liberty to fearch the houfes even of Magiftrates^ 
fn informations of bribery \ the other declared all 
tbofe enemies to the State ^ at whofe houfes the dividers 
^ money were found \y\. Pompey however ob- 
Uuded Afranius upon the city, by which he dif- 
gufted all the better fort both of the Senate and 
people [2]. 

He had been making preparation all this fum- 
mcr for his Triumph, which he deferred to his 
birth-day, the thirtieth of September \ having refided 
in the mean while, as ufual, in the fqburbs : fo 
that the Senate and people, in compliment to him, 
held their aflemblies generally, during that time, 
without the walls ; feme of which are mentioned 
to have been in the Flaminian Circus \a\ His 

[jr] lo eo Beque aa^oritate, patantur, Catone & Domitio 

oeqde gratia pugnat; fed qui- poftulance, &c. Ibid. 16. 
bas Pbilippus omnia caflella \%\ Conful eft impoiicus 

czpagnari pofTe dicebat, in nobis, quern nemo praster noi 

qox modo afellus onuftus auro philofopbos afpicer^ fine fu- 

poflet afcendere. Ibid. 16. fpiracu poiFet. Ibiik 18. 

\y\ Conful autem ille— [«] Fufius in concionem 

foicepifle negotinm dicitur, produxitPompeium; resage- 

& domi divifores habere : fed bator in Circo Flamipio. lb, 

S.CdQOJamfadafuntodio- 14, 
(i, aaqd in Confulem fa^a 

T 3 Triumph 
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A. Urb. 692. Triumph lafted two daysy and was the moft fplcndid 

^c (T^' w'^^^l^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ Rome : be Mb a 

M. Pupiui ^^^^P^^ ^^ Minerva out of tbejpoilsy with an in- 

Piso, fcription giving a fummary of his viftories : ^bat 

M. V A L Eie I * i&^ hadfinffhed a war of thirty years ; bad vanquifhed^ 

vifALssALA.ji^i^^ a^j faj.g^ f^Q fnillicns^ one hundred and eighty 

three thoufand men ; funk or taken eight hundred and 

forty fix fhips ; reduced to the power of the Empire d 

thoufand five hundred and thirty eight towns and for- 

treffcs i andfubducd all the countries between the lake 

Md'Otis and the Red Sea [b], 

QuiNTus Cicero, who, by the help and in- 
tereft of his brother, was following him at a pro- 
per diftance, through all the honors of the State, 
having been Prator the laft year, now obtained the 
government of Afia ; a rich and noble Province, 
comprehending the greateft part of what is called 
Afia Minor. Before he went to take pofieflion of 
it, he earneftly preffed Atticus, whofe fitter he 
married, to go along with him as one of bisUeH' 
tenants ; and refented his refufal fo heinoufly, that 
Cicero had no fmall trouble to make them friends 
again. There is an excellent letter on this fubjefl: 
from Cicero to Atticus ; which I cannot forbear 
inferting, for the light which it gives us into the 
genuin charafter of all the three, as well as of 

[hi Cn. Pompeius. Cn. F. MAGNUS. Imp. 

BeLLO. XXX. ANNORUM. CONFECTO. 

FUSIS. FUCATIS. OCCISIt. IN DEDITIONEM 

^CCEPTIS. IlOMiNUM. CENTIES. VICIfiS* 

SEMEL. CENTENIS. LxXXlIl. M. ^ 

Dbfressis aut capt. navibus. Dcccxlvi* 

• OPPIDIS. CaSTELLIS. M.D. XXXVIII. 

IN FIDEM RECEPTIS. 

'I^ERRIS. A. MaoTI. LaCU. AD RUBRUM. 

Mare. suBACTis. 

VOTUM. MIJRXTO. MlNERV^. 

Flin. Hift. N. 7. «^' 
;^ other 
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other great men of thofe times, with a Ihort ac- A. Urb. 692. 
count alfo of the prefcnt ftate of the Republic. ^p"^** 

-,. - . M. Pupiu* 

Cicero to Atticus. Piso, 

M. Valeri- 

'* I PERCEIVE from your letter, and the copy ^^^^"^^^• 

** of my brother's, which you fcnt with it, a great 

** alteration in his afFeclion and fentiments with 

** regard to you : which affects me with all that 

" concern, which my extreme love for you both 

" ought to give me ; and with wonder at the 

** fame time, what could poflibly happen either 

*' to exafperate him fo highly, or to effect fo 

<* great a change in him. I had obferved indeed 

" before, what you alfo miftrufted at your leaving 

*« us, that he had conceived fome fecret difguft, 

*« which (hocked and filled his mind with odious 

•* fufpicions : which though I was often attempt- 

•« ing to heal, and efpecially after the allotment 

•• of his Province, yet I could neither difcover 

•« that his refentment was fo great, as it appears 

** to be from your letter, nor find, that what I 

*• faid had fo great an effed upon him as I wiflied. 

** I comforted myfelf however with a perfuafion, 

" that he would contrive to fee you at Dyrrha- 

M chium, or fome other place in thofe parts ; and 

*' in that cafe made no doubt, but that all would 

" be fet right ; not onely by your^^^difcourfe and 

" talking the matter over between yourfelves, but 

" by the very fight and mutual embraces of each 

** other ; for I need not tell you, who know it 

" as well as myfelf, what a fund of good nature 

" and fweetnefs of temper there is in my brother, 

" and how ape he is, both to take and to forgive 

" an offence. But it is very unlucky, that you 

** did not fee him ; fince, by that means, what 

i' others have artfully inculcated, has had more in- 

T 4 " fluence 
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A. Urb. 691;. ** flucncc on his mind, than either his duty, tk% 

C^ 46. *< his relation to you, or your old friendlhip, 

M Pupius " which ought to have had the moft. Where 

Piso, " the blame of all this lies, it iscafier for rne to 

M. Valeri-** imagine, than to write j being afraid, left, 

V'W^'Ei-A.ct while I am excufing my own people, 1 fliould 
«* be too fevere upon yours -, for as 1 take the cafe 
«* to be, if thofe of his own family did not make 
•' the wound, they might at leaft have cured it. 
*' When we fee one another again, I (hall explane 
*« to you more eafily the fource of the whole evil, 
•« which is fpread fomewhat wider than it feems 
** to be. — As to the letter which he wrote to you 
•* from Theflalonica, and what you fuppofe hiin 
s^ to have faid of you to your friends, at Rome, 
*« and on the road, I cannot conceive what coulq 
*« move him to it. But all my hopes of making 
♦* this matter eafy depend on your hutnanity : fof 
*« if you will hiut refleft, that th^ beft men art 
*' often the tnoft eafy, both to be provoked, an(| 
♦' to bp appeafed ; and that this quicknefs, li I 
♦* may fo call it^ or flexibility of temper, is gene- 
ts rally the proof of a good nature ; and above 
** all, that we ought to bear with one another's 
*^ infirmities or faults, or even injuries : this trou- 

V blefome affair, I hope, will foon be piade up 
• *' again. I beg of you that it may be fo. For it 

*' ought to be my fpecial care, from the lingular 

** afFcdion which I bear to yog, to do every thing 

V in my power, that all, who belong to me, may 
" both love and be beloved by you. There was 
?^ pp occafion for that part of your letter, in which 
S^ you mention the opportunities, which you have 
*^ omitted of employments both in the City and 
^* the Provinces; a? well at other times, as ir, 
*' my Confulfhip; 1 ani perfeftly acquainted witt 
J* the ingenuity and greatnefs of your mind ; anc 
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^? never thought thai there was any other differ- A. Urb. figtJ 

•* ence between you and me, but in a different ^J!?'^^* 

^* choice and method of life : whilft I was drawn, j^^ Pu^v« 

- ? by a fort of ambition, to the defire and purfuit Piso, 

•* of honors ; you, by other maxims, in no wifeM. Vauh- 

** blameable, to the enjoyment of an honorable ^•**?**^M* 

** retreat. But for the genuin charafter of pro- 

** bity, diligence, exaftnefs of behaviour, I neither 

** prefer myfelf, nor any manelfe to you : and as 

^* for love to me, after my brother and my own 

■' family, I give you always the firft place. For 

•' I faw, and faw it in a manner the moft affedt- 

** ing both your follicitude and your joy, in all 

•^ the various turns of my affairs ; and was often 

^* pleafed, as well with the applaufe, which you 

5- gave me in fuccefs, as the comfort, which you 

f« adminiftred in my fears : and even now, in 

" the time of your abfence, I feel and regret the 

f* lofs, not onely of your advice, in which you 

•^ excel) all ; but of that familiar chat with you, 

.*« in which I ufed to take fo much delight. 

«' Where then (ball I tell you that I moft want 

5* you ? in public affairs ? where it can never be 

f * permitted to m? to fit idle ; or in my labors at 

^* the bar ? which I fqftained before through am- 

M bition ; but now, to prcferve my dignity : or 

M in my domeftic concerns ? where, though I 

^f always wanted your help before, yet fince the 

^^ departure of my brother, I now ftand the more 

J* in need of it. In (hort, neither in my labors, 

«• nor reft ; neither in bufinefs, nor retirement j 

5*^ neither in the Forum, nor at home ; neither in 

*' public, nor in private affairs, can I live any 

f * longer without your friendly counfil, and en- 

** dearing converfation. We have often been re- 

M ftrained on both fides, by a kind of fliame, 

J! from cxplaning ourfclves on this article ; but I 
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A. Urb. 691. «« was now forced to it by that part of your letter, 
Cic. 46. cc in which you thought fit to juftify yourfelf and 

M I^TFi s ** y^"^ ^^y ^^ ^'^*^ '^ "^^' — ^"^ ^° return to my 
P180, •* brother ; in the prcfent ftatc of the ill humor 
M. Valbui-^ which he exprefles towards you, it happens 
vtMsitALA.cc however conveniently, that your refolution of 
<< declining all employments abroad was declared 
<« and known long beforehand, both to me and 
«* your other friends ; fo that your not being now 
<* together cannot be charged to any quarrel or 
«« rupture between you, but to your judgement 
«« and choice of life. Wherefore both this bfeach 
<< in your union will undoubtedly be healed again, 
«« and your friendftiip with me remain for ever 
<« inviolable, as it has hitherto been. — We live 
<< here in an infirm, wretched, tottering Republic : 
« for you have heard, I guels, that our Knights 
<< are now almoft disjoined again from the Senate. 
«« The firft thing which they took amifs, was the 
«« decree for calling the judges to account, who 
<* had taken money in Clodius's afifair : I hap- 
«« pened to be abfent when it paffed ; but hcar- 
«« ing afterwards that the whole order refented it, 
■« though without complaining openly, I chid the 
<« Senate, as I thought, with great eflSrfl ; and in 
<« a caufe not very modcft, fpoke forcibly and 
«« copiouQy. They have now another curious 
•« petition, fcarce fit to be endured : which yet I 
«« not onely bore with, but defended. The 
** company, who hired the Afiatic revenues of 
«• the Cenfors, complained to the Senate, that, 
** through too great an eagernefs, they had given 
*« more for them than they are worth, and 
" begged to be releafed from the bargain. I was 
•* their chief advocate, or rather indeed the fe- 
** cond ; for Craffus was the man, who put them 
[I upon making this requcft. The thing is odious 

" and 
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" and ihamefull, and a public confeflion of thcirA.Urb. 692^ 
** rafhnefs : but there was great reafon to appre- ^^^- 4^. 
•• hend, that if they Ihould obtain nothing, theyj^ Vvfiv% 
** would be wholly alienated from the Senate ; fo p,so, 
** that this point alfo was p^ncipally managed byM. Valeri- 
*' me. For, on the firft and fecond of Decern- v^^EssALAi 
** ber, I fpoke a great deal on the dignity of the 
** two orders, and the advantages of the concord 
•* between them, and was heard' very favorably 
*' in a full houfe. Nothing however is yet done ; 
*' but the Senate appears well difpofed : for Me- 
*' tellus, the Conful eleft, wastheonely one, who 
** fpoke againft us ; though that Hero of ours, 
** Cato, was going alfo to fpeak, if the fhortnefs 
** of the day had not prevented him. Thus, in 
^ purfuit of my old mcafures, I am fupporting, 
*• as well as I can, that concord which my Con- 
«' fullhip had cemented : but fince no great ftrefs 
•« can now be laid upon it, I have provided 
«* myfelf another way, and a fure one, I hope, of 
*« maintaining my authority ; which I cannot well 
^' explane by letter, yet will give you a fhort hint 
«* of it. I am in ftrift friendlhip with Pompey— 
** Iknow already what you fay — and will be upon 
^' my guard, as far as caution can ferve me ; and 
*« give you a farther account, fome other time, 
** of my prefent conduft in politics. You are to 
** know, in the mean while, that Lucceius de- 
** figns to fue direftly for the Cohfulfliip ; for he 
*' will have, it is (aid, but two competitors : 
** Csefar, by means of Arrius, propofes to join 
" with him ; and Bibulus, by Pifo*s mediation, 
" thinks of joining with Caefar. Do you laugh 
*' at this ? Take my word for it, it is no laugh- 
^« ing matter. What (hail I write farther ? What? 
«' Ther? are many things ; but for artother occa- 
♦• lion. If you would have xis.expeft you, pray 

** let 
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•* let me know it : at prefenc 1 (hall beg onely 
** modeftly, what I. defire very earneftly» that 
^* you would come as fooh as poflible. Decembep 

" ^bcjlfih [c]r : ' ' 

As to the petition of the Knights^ mentioned in 
this tetter, Cato, when be came afterwards to 
fpeak to it, oppofed it fo refolutcly, that he pre- 
vailed to have it rejeded : which Cicero often con- 
demns, as contrary to all good policy ; and com- 
plains fonietimes in his letters, that Cato^ though 
be was the onefy man who bad any regard for the Re- 
public^ yet frequently did mifcbief^ by purfuing bii 
tna>ims abfurdly^ and without anf regard to tbo 
times \^d] : and upon a review of the tranfadlions 
which had pafied fmce his confulfhip, and the 
turn which the public affairs were then taking, 
he feems to foretell, that the Republic could n$t 
ftand much longer -, Jince this very year had overr^ 
thro^jm the two main pillars of it^ which, he had 
been ereSing with fuch pains ; the authority of tbf 
Senate^ and their union with the Knights [^]» 

A.Urb. 693. Q^ CiCciLius Metellus and L. Afranius 

^C ^^ ^^^^ "^^ Confuls. The firft had been Pr^tor in 

Q. C^ciLi-^*^^^^*^ ConfuKhip, and commanded an army 

nsMETEL-againft Catiline, and was an excellent Magiftratc 

i.usCELiR,and true Patriot j a firm oppofer of all the fafti? 
|.. Afrani- 

[t] M Att. I. 17. quae poft difceffum taum a6l» 

[</J Unus eft, qui curct, iunt, colligam, jam cxclamc? 

conftantia magis & integri- neceiTe ell, res Romanas dia- 

tate» quam, oc mthi videtur, tius (Ure non pofTe. 

cpnfilio & ingeniO) Cato ; qui Sic ille annus duo firma- 

miferos publicanos, quos ha- inenca Reipub. per me unun^ 

buit amantiflixnos fai, tertium conflituca, evertic : nam & 

jam menfem vexat, nequeeis Scnarus auftoritaccm abjecit, 

a Senatu refpODfuxn dari pati- & Ordinum concordiam di(- 



VSr 



tpr. Ad Att. I. 18. it. 2. I. junxit. Ad Att. i. 18. 
[r] Nam ttt ea brevicer^ 
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ous, and a profeiTed enemy always to Pompey s in A, Urb. 691^. 
which he was the more heated by a private refcnt- Cic. 47, 
ment of the affront offered to his fifter Mucia,^ ^^: 
whom Pompey had lately put away [/]. His^^j^y'^J" 
partner, Afranius, was the creature of Pompey*s lusCslca, 
power ; iut of no credit orfervice to him^ on ibe ac-^' Ar^jMg^. 
couni of his luxury and lazinefs ; being fonder ofbaUs^ ^^* 
than of bujinefs. Cicero calls him a Conful^ whom 
none but a Philofopher could look upon without Jigh-- 
ing ; a Soldier without fpirit ; and a proper butt for 
the raillery of the Senate^ where Palicanus abufed 
him every day to his face ; andfo ftupidy as not t9 
know the value of what he hadpurchafed [^]. 

By the help of this Conl'ul and fomc ot the Tri- 
huns, Pompey imagined, that he Ihould readily 
obtain the ratification of his a<5ls, together with aa ' 
y^arianjawy which he was pufhing forward at 
the fame time, for the diftribution of lands to his 
foldiers ; but he was vigoroufly oppofed in them 
both by the other Conful Metellus, and the gene- 
rulity of the Senate \h\ Lucullus declared, that 
they ought nor to confirm his a£ls in the grofs^ as if 
they received them from a fnajler^ but to conjider them 



t/3 Metellus eft Conful 
egregius, & nos amat, &c. 
lb. 18, 19, 20. Dio, 1. 37. 
p. 52. 

W Qpcm nemo prater 
nos Philoibphos afpicere fine 
fafpiratu poifet. 

Aoli autem filius, 6 dii im- 
mortalesl quam ignavas & 
fineanimo miles I- quam dig- 
jnus, qui Palicano, iicut facir, 
OS ad male audiendum qaoti- 
dieprsebeat! , 

Ille alter ita nihil eft, ut 
plane quid emerit, nefciat. 

Auli £]ius vero ica fe geric, 



u€ ejus Confttlatos noa Cpn- 
fulatus fie, fed magni noftri 
virumQii. Ad Alt. lb. Dio, 
ib. 

[^] Agraria autempromuN 
gata eft a Flavio, fane ievis, 
&c. Ad Act. I. 18. 
. Agraria lex a FJavio Tri* 
buno pleb. vehemenccr agita- 
bacur, au6lore Pompeio : •— 
Nihil populare habebac prae- 
ter audlorem : — Huic toti ra- 
tion! agrarian Senatus adverfa- 
batur, fufpicans Pompeio no* 
vam quandam potentiam 
^Qseri. Ibid. 19. 

feparatety^ 
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A. Urb. d^ijeparatihf^ and ratify tbofe 0tefy which were famiite 
Cic. 47. be reafonabk [/]. But the Tribun Flavius, who 

O Ckcili-^^® ^^^ promoter of the law, impatient of this 
ufMETEL-oppoGtion, and animated by Pompey's power, had 
i.usCBLBiL,the hardinefs to commit MeteUur to Prifon \ and 

L. Af RAMi.^y^^ aU the Senate followed^ and refohed to go to 
^*' prifon too^ he clapt his chair at the prifon-door to 

keep them out : but this violence gave fuch a gene- 
ral fcandal to the city, that Pompey found it ad- 
vifabk to draw off the Tribun^ and releafe the Con- 
ful fit]. In order to allay thefe heats, Cicero of- 
fered an amendment to the law, which fatisfied 
both parties, byfecuring the poffejjions of all private 
proprietors^ and hindering the public lands from be- 
ing given away: his propofal was, that out of the 
new revenues y which Ponip^ had acquired to the Em- 
pire^ five years rents fbould be fet apart to pur chafe 
lands for the intended diftribution [/]. But the pro- 
grefs of the affair was fufpended by the fudden 
alarm of a Gallic war, which was always terrible 
to Rome, and being now aftually commenced by 
feveral revolted nations, called for the immediate 
care and attention of the Government [m']. 

The Senate decreed the two Gauls feverally to 
the two Confuls ; and required them to make levies 
without any regard to privilege^ or exemption from 

[i] Dio, 1. 37. 52. tia confirmabam omnium pri« 

"^ Ibid. vatorum poflcfliones, (iscuiin 



V} 



Ex hac ego lege, fe- eft noller exercitus, hominum 

cunda concionis voluncate, uc tute fcis, locnpletium) po- 

omnia tollebam quas ad pri- pulo autem & Pompeio (nam 

vatorum incommodum perci- id quoque volebam) facisfa- 

nebanC.-Unam rationem non ciebam emptione. Ad Act. 

lejiciebam, ut ager hac ad- i. 19. 
ventitia pecania emeretur, [/»] Sed hacc tota res inler- 

qaas ex novis vcAigalibus per pellata bello refrixcrat. Ad 

quinquennium reciperetur. — Att- I. 19. 
Magna cum Agrariorum gra* 

fervice: 
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fervice : and that three Senators Jhould he cbofen hyk. Urb. 69^ 
Ipty one of them of Confular rank^ to be fent with ^^S; 47* 
a pubUc character to the other Gallic cities^ to dif q c^cili* 
fuade them from joining in the war. In the allot- usMetel- 
ment of thefe embaiTadors, the firfl: lot happened lusCelek, 
to fall upon Cicero ; but the whole affemhly remon-^- Afrakx: 
firated againji it^ declaring his prefence to be necef ^'' 
fary at Rome, and that he ought not to be employed 
onfuch an errand. The fame thing happened to 
Pompey, on whom the next lot fell, who was re^ 
tained alfo with Cicero^ . as two pledges of the public 
fafety [»]. The three at laft chofen were Q^ Me- 
tellus Creticusj L. Flaccus, and Lentulus. The 
Tranfalpine Gaulj which was the feat of the war, 
fell to the lot of Metellus 5 who could not contain 
his joy upon it for the profpeft of glory which it 
offered him. Metellus^ fays Cicero, is an admi- 
rable Conful : I blame him onely in one things for not 
feeming pkafed with the news of peace from Gaul. 
He longs^ I f^ppfi^ io triumph. I wifh that he 
was as moderate in this^ as he is excellent in all other 
rejpe£is \o']. 

Cicero now Hnilhed in the Greek language^ and 
in the flile and manner of Ifocrates, what he calls 
a Commentary or Memoirs of the tranfaSions of his 
Confulfhip 9 and fent it to Atticus, with a defire, if 
he approved it, to puhlifh it in Athens and the cities 

\n\ Senatus decrevlt, at idiC; at nos dao, qaafi pig- 
Confoles daas Gallias foni- nora Reipab. retineri videre- 
rentur; deleflus haberetar; jnnr. Ibid, 
vacationes ne valerent ; legati \o\ Mf tellas taus eft egre- 
cam aa^oritate mittereDtar, gius Conful : unum reprehen- ' 
qi^i adirenc Galliae civitates.— -< do, quod otipm e Gallia nun- 
Cam de Confularibus mea ciari'non magnopere gaadet« 
prima fors exifTet, una voce Cupit, credo, triuntphare. 
S«nacos frequens roe ia urbe Hoc vellem mediocrius \ cas« 
retinendam cenfuit. Hoc teraegregia. Ibid. 20. 
idem poft ;ne Pompeio acci« 

6 ^ of 
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A.Urb. 6iii.of Greece, He happened to receive a piece at tbb 
^c ff ^ ^™^' ^"^ ^" ^^^ ^^"^^ fubjeft, from ActicuS) 

Q. C^ciLi-^^'^^ ^^ rallies as rough and iinpolijhed^ and with- 
us MetzL' Ota any keautyy but ifsfimplicity. He fent his own 
tusCiRER^work alfo to Pofidonius of Rhodes, and begged 
L. ^^^f^^i- tbat he would undertake the fame argument in a mm 
elegant and mafterly manner. But Pofidonius an- 
fwered him with a compliment, that inftead ^ 
being encouraged to write by theperufal of his piece^ 
be was quite deterred from attempting it. Upon 
v^hich Cicero fays jocofely, that he had cof^owidd 
the whole Greek nation^ and freed himfelf from the 
importunity of thofe little witSj who had been tdzh^ 
himfo long J to be employed in writing the biftcry of 
hisa£ls[p\. What he fays in excufe for uking 
that talk upon himfelf, is, that it was not a pane- 
gyriCy but a hiftory j which makes our lofs of it tte 
greater, fince it muft have given a more exaft ac- 
count of thofe times, than can now be poflibly had* 
in an entertaining work, finifhed with care and ele- 
gance ; which not onely pleafed himfelf, as it feems 
to have done very highly, but, as he tells us, 
every body elfe ; If there be any thing in it^ fays 
he, which does not feem to be good Greeks or politi 
enough to pleafe your taji^ I will not fay what Lu- 
culliis told you of his own hijlory at Panormus^ that 
be had fcattered fome barbarifms init^ on purpofe t$ 
make it appear to be the work of a Roman : for if 

[p\ Tua ilia horrid ula ny^ cum legeret, — non inodd 

miJii atque incompta vifa noa excitatum ad fcriben- 

funt : fed tamen erant ornata dum, fed etiam plaioe perter* 

hoc ipfo, quod ornamencane- ritum effe.- Conturbavi Gxx^ 

glexeraDt : Sc ut mulieres, cam nacionem : ita vulgo qui 

ideo bene olere, quia nihil inilabant, uc darcm iibi qocd 

olebant, videbantur — Ad me ornarent, jam exhibcre mihi 

refcripfic jam Rhodo Pofido- modeftiam deillcerunC. Al 

niu.s fe noilrum illud vt:^^^ Act. a. i. 

any 
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tf»y thing of that kindjhould be found in mine, it is A. Urb. 6gzi 
net with dejign, but contrary to my intention [y]. ^*^- 47- 

Upon the plan of thefe Memoirs, hecompofedo C-ffciLi- 
afterwards a Latin poem in three books^ in which he us Metel- 
carried down the hijlory to the end of his exil, but lusCelerj 
did not venture to publifh it till feveral years after : ^- Afrawi- 
Not that he was afraid^ he fays, of the refentment 
of thofe whom he had lafhed in ttn for he had done 
that part very fparingfyj but of thofe rather whom 
be had not celebrated, it being endlefs to mention all 
who bad been ferviceable to him [r]. This piece is 
alio loft, except a few fragments fcattered in dif- 
ferent parts of his other writings. The three books 
Were feverally infcribed to three of the Mufes ; of 
which his brother exprefles the higheft approba- 
tion, and admoniflies him to bear in mind what 
Jupiter recommends in the end of Urania, or the 
fecond book ; which concluded probably with fome 
moral leffon, not unlike to what Calliope pre- 
. fcribes in the third [j]. 



[q] Commentarium Con* 
ffllatos mei Grsece compofi- 
tam ad te mifi : in qno ii quid 
eric, quod homini Attico mi- 
nns Graecum, erudicnmque vi. 
deacor, non dlcam, quod tibi, 
ntopinor, Panormi Lucollus 
de fais hiftoriis dixerat, fe, 
qno facilius illas probarec Ro- 
manihomiDisefre,idcirco bar- 
bara quacdam & aoT^txa dif- 
perfifle/ Apud me fi quid erit 
cjiifmodi> me imprudence e* 
fa Sc infico. Att. i. 19. 

[r] Scripfi etiam veriibus 
trcs libros de temporibus roe- 
is> quos jam pridem ad te mi- 



ftHem, fi efTe edeodos putaf- 
fem — fed quia verebar norf 
eo8, qui fe Isfos arbitraren- 
tur, eienim id feci parce St 
mollicer ; fed eos, quos erat 
infinitum bene de me meritos 
omnes nomioare. Ep. fam. 
1.9. 

[i] Quod me admones de 
noitra Urania, fuadefqpe uc 
meminerim Jovis oracionem, 
qusB eft iff extremo illo liuro ; 
ego vero memiai, & ilia om- 
nia mihi magis fcripfi, quani 
csteris. £p. ad. Quinc frac. 
2. 9. Vid. Att. 2. 3. De Di- 
vio. I. II. 
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A. Urb. C()i. of Greece. He happened to receive ' 

^c fl'^ fame time, and on the fame fubjed: -^{^y 
Q. C/EciLi-^'^'^'^ '^^ rallies as rough and unpc /-^P^^ifth 
us Mt,ThL' out any beauty y but it^sjimplicity, ^fq^c bonorum. 
LU5CERER,work alfo to Pofidonius of P iorliejl youth 
^' ^^'^^^i' that he ivould undertake the far /and tnitb^ 
elegant and majierly manner. hcb honor won^ 
fwered him with a comr jdapplaufe look' don, 
being encouraged to write J ,jcb growing year 
be zviis quite deterred f ^ ad glory bear. 
which Cicero faysjocc ... ^ „ 

tbe ijubole Greek nat: .^^timtaCoUemonofthe 
importunity of thofe r[.^ ^^ '» ^^ C^W^ 

hhnfo long, to be ^ hs Confu/ar Orations : He 

trsailslp]. W a^volumeof them, asDc- 
that talk upon ^^.^^ Phtbpptcs, in order to 

gyricy but a bif . •• ^ ^^' ^ political talents ; bc- 
greacer, fino- ^ ^^^ Y^^^h >^ ^he dry ad 
count of th( '^» andfbewing, not onefy bow be 

in an enter '^'^' ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ were agmfi 

gance ; v • r'Rullus^ the one to the Senate, 

to have -^ ^^°P^^ • ^^^ ^^'^d ^« ^*^ ^«wk// 

every b - ''^"'■*' f^ Rabirius : the fifth, 

he, w' ^profcribed: the fixth, upon bis re-^ 

enougl '^^^^ of Gaul: the feventh, eighth, 

cul/u " - -*» ^'^ ^*^ ^/^^''" ?^ Catiline: with 

^,^ / ^ >.T^^ ^'^"» ^^ appendixes to thofe of the 

;;;.? ^-^ ^."^ ^* ^^^/^ /^.-^/'y^, /wr arein- 

-^ }e third, fifth, andfixth^ with one of 
•^.jff.-; and fome of the reft left maimed 
r #>«•-" ^^ publiflied alfo at this time in 

- J c-n: -» ^ranflation of the Prognoftics of Ara- 

«.vi^PfO"^*^«^s to fend to Atticus with the 
* ^ .t his orations [/] ; of which work there 



are 



^: enim milii corn- ribiTs, qc.v Philippics nomi 
j^ci in CIS orauo. nariLr. eiiimera: civis ill< 
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"M fragments now re- A. Urb. 693- 

Cic. 47. 
criving all this Q^c^^-^,^ 
^^ m Cicero, began usMbtel- 

J fcheme, which he lusCbler, 
His projedt was, to^' Afrani- 
and in that office to ^*' 
by the publication of a 
•tagem or other he hoped 
eople [«]. But as all Pa- 
of the Tribunate^ by it*s ori- 
iiis firfl: ftep was to make him- 
the pretcnfe of an adoption into 
*vhich could not yet be done with- 
^e of the people. This cafe was 
and contrary to all the forms ; want- 
indition, and fcrving none of the ends, 
si required in regular adoptions ; fo that 
ill propofal it fcemed too extravagant to 
ited ferioufly, and would foon have been 
off with fcorn, had it not been concerted 
rivatdvfupported by perfons of much more 
c thaipblodius. Casfar was at the bottom 
and Pompey fccretly favored it : not that 
itended to ruin Cicero, but to keep him 
under the lafli ; and if they could not draw 
ito their meafures, or make him at leaft fit 
to let Clodius loofe upon him. The folli^ 

smofthenesy & qaod fe tant iifdem libris perfpicies, & 

refira^ariolo judiciali qase gefleriniy & qus dbce- 

genere abjanxerat, nt rim. Act. 2. i. 

( TK & ffo^mium^ Prognoftica mea cam ora- 

ir» curare, at mese tioncalit propediem expe£ta« 

eflcDt Orationes, quas Ibid. 

ires nominarentor. •— [«] Illeauteoi non flmulat, 

)cam coifM carabo at fed plane Tribunas pleb. fieri 

: & quoniam te cum cupit. Ad Att. 2. i. 
turn rei meae delec* 

U 2 citor 



us. 
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A.Urb. 693.citor of it was one Herennius, an obfcure, hardy 
Cic. 47. Tribun, who firft moved it to the Senate, and af- 

O C^ciLi-^^""^^^^^ to the people, but met with no encou- 
usMETEL-ragement from either : for the Conful Mctellus, 
lusCeler, though brother in law to Clodius, warmly oppofed 

L. ApRANi-jt j-yj . and declared, tkat he would Jirangk bm 
fooner with his crcon hands ^ than fuffer him to Mr^ 
fuch a difgrace upon his family [y\ : yet Herennius 
perfillcd to prefs it, but without any vifible cflfeft 
or fucccfs \ and fo the matter hung through the 
rcmiiinder of the year 

Cicero affeftcd to treat it with the contempt, 
which it fccmcd to deferve ; fometimes rallying 
Clov-iius with much plcafantry, fometimes admo- 
nifliing him with no lefs gravity : he told him in 
the Senate, that his attempt gave him no mdrmtr 
of pain ; and that it fhould not he any more in bis 
po^xvcr to overturn the Ssate^ when a Plebeian^ than \ 
it was in the power of the Patricians of the f am j 
fiamp in the time of bisConfulfhip[z']. But what- : 
ever face he put outwardly on this affair, it gave ^ 
him a real uneaflnefs within, and mad^him unite 
himfelf more clofely with Pompey, fSrhc bene- i 
fit of his proteftion againib a ftorm, which he '' 
faw ready to break upon him ; while Pompey, 1 
ruffled like wife by the oppofition of the Senate, j 
was as forward on his fide to enlbrace Cicero, \ 
as a perfon necefiary to his interefts. Cicero j 
however imagining, that this flep would be ccn- j 
fured by many, as a defertion of his old prin- \ 

{x] Veram prsedare Mc- . [«] Sed neqoe magnopere 

tcllus impedit & impediet. dixi elTe nobis laborandum. 

Ibid. quod nibilo magis ei lidta- 

[y] Qui Conful incipien- rum effet Plebeio Rempabi 

tQm furere atque conantem, perdere, quam iimilibas cjai 

iua fe manu intcrfedlurum, me Confule Patriciis cfl«tJi- 



audiente Senatu dixcrit. Pro citum. Ad Att. 2. f . 
Cftlio, 24. 
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ciples, takes frequent occafion to explane theA. Urb. 693. 
motives of it to his friend Atticus, declaring,. ^'*^- 47- 
« that the abfolution of Clodius, the alienation ^ cI^ili- 
" of the Knights, the indolence and luxury of usMetel- 
•' the Confular Senators, who minded nothing ltjsCeler, 
" "but their filh-ponds, their carps and mullets, and ^- Afr ani- 
" yet were all envious of him, made it neceflary ^'' 
•« for him to feek fome firmer fupport and al- 
«< liance, — That in this new friendfliip he (hould 
«« attend ftill to what the Sicilian wagg Epichar- 
«* mus whifpered. Be watchfull dhd dijiruft^ for 
** tbofe are the fierves of the mind [^]." On 
another occafion he obferves, " That his union 
" with Pompey, though ufefull to himfelf, was 
** more ufefull to the Republic,* by gaining a 
«• man of his power and authority, who was 
•* wavering and irrefolute, from the hopes and 
" intrigues of the fadious : that if this could 
" not have been done without drawing upon 
" himlelf a charge of levity, he would not have 
« purchafed that, or any other advantage at 
" fuch a price -, but he had managed the matter ' 
" fo, as not to be thought the word citizen for 
' " joining with Pompey, but Pompey himfelf 
" the better, by declaring for him. — That fince 
** Catulus's death, he flood fingle and unfup- 
" ported by the other Confulars in the caufe .of 
" the ariftocracy -, for as the Poet Rhinton fays, 
" Some of them were good for nothings others cared 

[«] Cum hoc ego me tanta implicati fumas, uc crebro 

familiaritate coojanxi, ot mihi vafer ille Sicalus, in- 

BCerque nofirum. in fua ra- fufurret Epicharmus^ canti- 

tiohe manicipr, Sc in Repub. lenam illam fuam : 
iraior hac conjundlione effe Nofi xj ^[MOff* ni^uv' 
toffit. P^g* Tw/tok riiv. f^iiu». 

£c fi ^18 novis amicitiis AdAtt. i. 19. 

^ U 3 «/^r 



i 
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A. Urb. 693." for nothing [b]. But how much thefc filh- 
^j;j-47- ** mongers of ours envy me, fays he,. I will 
n ^^... " write you word another time, or refcrvc it 
usMetel-" to our meeting. Yet notmng fliall ever draw 
LutCfLER," me away from the Senate ; both bccaufe it is 
L. Afkani-cc right, and moft agreeable to my intcreft, and ■ 
"'• •* that I have no reafon to be difpleafcd with the 

<' marks of refpeft which they give me [c]!* 
In a third letter, he fays, " You chide mc 1 
** gently for my union with Pompey : I would ■ 
•* not have you to think, that I fought it onely 
*• for my own fake ; but things were come to I 
, •* jfuch a crifis, that if any dlTOrencc had hap- 
•' pened between us, it muft have cauled great 
** difturbance in the Republic; which I nave 
•* guarded againft in fuch a manner, that without j 
** departing from my own maxims, I have rcn- I 
*' dercd him the better, and made him remit ■ 
** fomewhat of his popularity: for you muft^j 
** know, that he now fpeaks of my afts, which ' 
•' many have been incenfing him againft, much 
** more glunoufly than he does of his own; 
•^ and declares, that he had onely ferved the ■ 
•* State fuccefsfully but that 1 hadfavedit[4 ' 
*' What good this will do to me, I know notj ; 
** but it will certainly do much to the Republic. 1 
** What if I could make Caefar alfo a better ci- 

[b'] Illud tamen velim ad te alias, aut in congref- 

cxiftimes, me banc viam op- Aim noftrum refervabo. A ■ 

timatium pofl Catuli mortem curia autem nulla me res di- 

nec prxfidio ullo nee comitata vellet. Ibid. i 

tenere. Nam ut ait Rhincon, [/) Quem de meis rebas, 

ut opinor^ in quas mulci eum incitarant, 

0> yXv ita^ i^h ilfftVf ok multo fcito gloriofius, qaun 

¥ eSi» lAiT^i. de fuic pracdicare. Sibi eoim 

Ad Att. 1. 20. bene gefta;, mihi conrervatc 

i] Mibi vero ut invideant Reipub, daC teftimoniniiL lb* 

Icinarli noftri, aut fcribam 2. i. 

5i ** Mca$ 
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*« tizen, whofe winds are now very profperous ; A. Urb. 693. 

•* (hould I do any great harm by it ? Nay, if ^*^- 47* 
«« there were none who really envied me, but allQ c^^ili- 
*« were encouraging me as they ought, it would us Metei^ 
♦* yet be more commendable to heal the viciated LusCstER, 

«« parts of the State, than to cut them off: but^- Aprani- 

«* now, when that body of Knights, who were ^*' 

<« planted by me in my Confulfhip, with you at 

«« their head, as our guard in the Capital^ have 

«« deferted the Senate, and our Confulars place 

<* their chief happinefs in training the fifh in 

** their ^onds to feed from their hands, and 

<< mind nothing elfe ; do not you think, that I 

« am doing good fervice, • by managing io^ that 

" thofe, who can do mifchief, will not ? For as 

*« to our friend Cato, you cannot love bioi more 

<« than I do ; yet, with the beft intentions and 

«« the greateft integrity, he often hiirts the Re- 

<« public ; for he delivers his opinion, as if ic 

« were in the polity of Plato, not in the dregs 

** of Romulus [^]. What could be more juft, than 

•« to call thofe to an account, who had received 

<< money forjudging? Cato propofed, the Senate 

*« agreed to it: the Knights prefcntly declared 

" war againft the Senate, not againft me ; for I 

<« was not of that opinion. What more impudent, 

" than to demand a releafe from their contradl ? 

<« yet it was better to fufFer that Jofs, than to 

** alienate the whole order : but Cato oppofed 

' " it, and prevailed 5 fo that now, when the 

«• Conful was thrown into prifon, as well as in 

" all the tumults which have lately happened, not 

" one of them would ftir a foot j though under 

[^] Nam Catonem noftnim interdam Reipub. dicic enijn 
non ta amas plus, qua in ego. canquam in Placonis mihUtia, 
Sed tamen ille Optimo animo nontanquam inRom^tlifsece, 
litens^ U famma fide» nocet fenteotiam. AdAu. i 2. 

U 4 *' me. 
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A. Urb. 693." me, and the Confuls who fucpcdcd mc, they 
Cjc. 47- " had defended the Jlepublic (6 ftrenuoufly, 



Coir. 



vsMetel- I^ the midfl of thefe tranfa^flions, Julias 
LusCiLER.Caefar returned from the government of Spain, 
L. AFRANi-^hich had been allotted to him from his Frstat^ 
^' ^/p, with great fame both for his military and poli- 

tical afts. He conquered the barbarous nations b^ 
his arms, and civilized them by his laws ; andhffo- 
ing fiibdued the whole country as far as the Ocean^ and 
beenfaluled Emperor by tkefoldiers^ came away in all 
haft to Rome^ to fue at the fame time for the doubk 
honor of a "Triumph and the Conful/hip \g\. But 
his demand of the firfl: was, according to the ufual 
forms, incompatible with his pretenfions to the 
lecond ; fmce tlie one obliged him to continue 
wirhout the city, the other made his prefenco | 
ncrcTi/iry within : fo that finding an aver/ion in 
the Senate to difpoife with the laws in ins fatMy 
he prtfcrred the folid to. the fpccious, and dropttbe. 
I'riu'.^rpby tQ lay hold on the Confulfhip \h\ He 
dcfrn.ed L. LiJcceius for his Collegue, and prip 
viudy joined interefts with him, on condition 
that Lucccius, who was rich, fhculd furnifh mne^ 
f'Jftclent to bribe the Centuries. But the Senate, 
always jealous of his defigns, and fearing the 
cficrfcs of his power, when fupported by a Col- 

[/] Rcftitit & pervicit qaandam barbariam ex Ga- 

Caco. Itaqae nunc, Confule ditanorum moribus & difci- 

in carcere inclufo, fjepe item plinadelerit. Fro fialbo. 19. 
feditione commota, afpiravit Pacataque provincii^ pari 

nemo edrum, quorum ego feftinatione, doq exped^to 

concurfu, itemque Confules, fucceffore, ad triaoiphttm 

qui poft me fuerunt, Rem- fimul confulatumque deceffit. 

pub, defendere folebant. Ad Sueton. J. Caef. 18. Vid. iU 

Act. 2. I. Dio.l. 37. p. 54. 

[s] Ji^ra ipforum per- \h'\ D\o, ibid. 
.niilu ftatuerici invctera^m 

Icguc 
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juc fubfervient to his will, efpoufcd the otherA. Urb. 69J. 
ndidate, Bibulus, with all their authority, and ^p" jJ7- 
ade a common purfe to enable him to bribe as bigbQ^ C^cin- 
bis competitors : ^bicb Cato himfelf is faid to have us M>telI 
proved [t]. By this means they got Bibulus LusCBLkit, 
iditd, to their great joy ; a man firm to their ^- Ap^ani- 
terefts, and determined to obftruft all the ambi- ^** 
)us attempts of Casfar, 

Upon Caefar's going to Spain, he had engaged 
raffus toftand bound for him to his creditors^ who 
^e clamorous and troublefome^ as far as two 
ndred thoufand pounds Jierling : fo much did he 
%nt to be worth nothings as he merrily faid of 
mfelf [k]. Craflus hoped, by the purchafe of 
5 friendfhip, to be able to make head againft 
)mpey in the adminiftration of public affairs : 
It Casfar, who had long been courting Pompey, 
d laboring to difengage him from an union with 
cero and the arijlocratical intereji^ eafily faw, 
at as things then flood, their joint flrength 
>uld avail but little towards obtaining what 
ey aimed at, unlefs they could induce Pompey 
b to join with them : on pretence therefore of 
ronciling Pompey and CrafTus, who had been 
nftant enemies, he formed the projedt of a 
pie league between the three ; by which they 
uld mutually oblige themfelves to' promote each 
^er*s Intereft^ and to a£l nothing but by common 

[(] Pa^us ut is, qaoniam fueront tantundem polii* 

erior gratia efTet, pecania- cendi : ac plerique pecanias 

; poUerec, nummos de fuo» contalerunc ; ne Catone qui- 

nmuni oomine per centu- dem abnuente earn largitio^ 

spronunciaret. Qua cog- nem e Repub. fieri. Saeton. 

a re, Optimatcs, quos ib. lo. 

tus ceperat, nihil non au- [ij Plutarch, in Caf. Ap- 

am eum in fummo magi- pian. de bello civ. 2. p. 43 2^. 

ita, concordi & confen- Saeton* ib. i8. 



ue collega^ auftoreji BibnlQ 



agreement . 
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A. Urb.6g$. agremeni: to this Pompcy cafily confented, on 
Cic. 47. account of the difguft which the Senate had impo- 

O C^^iLi-'^^^'y ^^^^^ ^^^* ^^ ^^^^^ pcrvcrfe oppofitioo ta 
U8 Met^il-^^^H^ ^*"g which he dcfircd or attempted in the 

Lus CsLEityState. 

L. Afrani. This is commonly called fbe firfi Triumvirate-^ 
^^' which was nothing elfe in reality but a traitcrous 

Con/piracy of tbree^ the moft powerful! Citizens 
of Rome, to extort from their country by vio- 
lence what they could not obtain by law. Pom- 
pey's chief motive was, to get his alls cofffirmed 
iy Cafar in his Confuljhip -, Cafar's^ by giving way 
to Pompefs glory y to adroance his own ; and Craf- 
fus^St to gain that afcendanty which he could not 
fuftain alone^ hy the authority of Pompey and the 
vigor of Cafar [/]. But Caefar, who formed the 
fcheme, eafily faw, that the chief advantage of 
it would neceflarily redound to himfelf ; he knew, 
that the old enmity between the other twoj 
though it might be palliated, could never' be 
healed without leaving a fecret jealoufy between 
them ; and as by their common help he was fure 
to make himfelf fuperior to all others, fo by ma- 
naging the one againft the other, he hoped to 
gain at laft a fuperiority alfo over them both [m]. 
To cement this union therefore the more ftrongly 
by the ties of blood as well as intereft, he gave 

[/] Hoc concilium Pom- cipatum folus afTeqm non 

peius habuerat, ut tandem poterat» audloritate Pompeii, 

adla in tranfmariois provinciis viribus teneret Cxfaris. Veil. 

per Cajfarem confirmarentur Pat. 2. 44.. 

Confulcm : Caefar autem, \fn\ Sciebat enim, fe alios 

quod animadvertebat, fe ce- facile omnes ipforum auxiilo, 

dendo Pompeii gloria: auc- deinde ipfos etiam, anom 

turum fuam ; 8c invidia com- per alteram, haud molto 

munis potentise in ilium re- poltea fuperatarum cfle. DiOt 

legata, confirmaturum vires 1. 37. 55, 



fyas : CrafTus, ut quem prin- 



his 
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* his daughter Julia, a beautifull and accompliftied A. Urb. 693. 
young lady, in marriage to Pompcy: and from ^jl^- 47« 
this aera all the Roman writers date the origin o/q cI^ili- 
the civil wars^ which afterwards enfued, and the ugMfTELl 
fubverfion of the Republic, in which they end* tus Celbr, 
cd [»]. ^- Apraki- 



V8. 



'tu caufa malorum 



FaSa tribus dondnis communis Rama — 

LUCAN. I. 85. 

' Hencefiow^d our ills ^ hence all that civil flame^ 
When Rome the common Jlave of three became. 

Cicero might have made whit terms he 
pleafed with the Triumvirate ; been admitted 
even a partner of their power^ 4nd a fourth in 
their league j which Teemed to want a man of his 
charaAer to make it complete. For while the 
reft were engaged in their governments, and the 
command of armies abroad, his authority would 
have been of fmgular ufe at home, to manage 
the affairs of the city, and fol licit what they had 
to tranifadl with the Senate or People. Gasfar 
therefore was extremely defirous to add him to 
the partyj or to engage him rather in particular 
meafures with himfelf ; and no fooner entered 
into the' ConfulQiip, than he fcnt him word by 
their common friend Balbus, that he would be 
governed in every ftep by him and Fompey^ with 
whom he would endeavour to join Crajfus too [0]. 

But 

[nl Inter euro Sc Cn. Pom- Motum ex Metello confule 
peium Sc M. CrafTum inita civicum, &c. 
potentiae focietas, quae urbi Hor. Carjn. 2. i. 

Ofbique terrarum, nee minus [o\ Csefar Conful egit eas 

diverfo quoqae tempore, eel- res, quarum me partidpem 

am ipiia exiciabilis fait. Veil. efTe voluit — me in tribus iibi 

{'at. 2. i).4. conjanftiffimis Confularibus 

effe 
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A. Urb. 693. But Ckero would not enter into any • engagements 
Cic. 47- jointly with the ThreCy whofe union he abhorred \ 

Q C^ciLi-"^'" '"^^ private meafurcs with Caefar^ whole in- 
us MBTEL.tentions he always fufpefted. He thought Pompey 

LU8CELER,the better citizen of the two; took his views to 

I. Afrani- \yQ lefs dangerous, and his temper more trafta- 
"'• ble ; and imagined that a feparate alliance with 

him would be fufHcient to (kreen him from the 
malice of his enemies. Yet this put him tinder 
no fmall difficulty : for if he oppofed the Trium- 
virate, he could not expeft to continue well with 
Pompey; or, if he lerved it, with the Senate: 
in the firft, he faw his ruin ; in the fecond, the 
lofs of his credit. He chofe therefore, what the 
wife will always chufe in'fuch circumftances, a 
middle way ; to temper his behaviour fo, that 
with the ccnjiancy of his duty to the Republic^ be 
might have a regard alfo to his fafety^ by remttif^ 
fomewhat of his old vigor and contention^ ztntkmt 
fubmitting to the meannefs of confent or approba- 
tion ; afid when his authority could be of no ufe to 
his country y to manage their new maftcrs fo^ as not 
to irritate their power to his own deftruSion ; which 
was all that he defired [/>]. This was the fchcmc 
of politics, which, as he often laments, tk 

efTe vo]uit. De Provinc. Con- [p] Nihil jam a me afpe- 

falar. 17. rum in qaenquam fit» nee 

Nam fuit apod me Corne- tamen quidquam populare ac 

lius, buncdicoBalbam, Cae- di/Tolatum ; fed ita temperati 

faris familiarem. IsafHrma- tota ratio eft, ut Reip. con« 

bat, earn omnibus in rebas ftantiam praeftem, privatis 

mto 8c Pompeii confilio ufu- rebus meis, propter infirmi- 

rum, daturumque operam ut tatem bonorum, iniquitatem 

cum Pompcio CrafTum con^ malevolorum, odium in me 

jangeret. Hicfunthzc. Con- improborum ; adbibeam 

jundliomihifummacum Pom- qnandam cautionem. Ad Ac« 

peio; fi placet etiam cum 1. 19. 



Caefare. Ad Att. 2. 3. 



.weaknefs 
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weaknefs of the bonefty the perverfenefs of the ^»- A. Urb. 693. 
vious^ and the hatred of the wicked obliged him to ^^^' 47- 
purfue. a ci^'iLi. 

One of his intimate friends Papirius Paetus, us I^t'e^lI 
made him a prefent about this time of a coliedti- lusCerer, 
on of books, which fell to him by the death of ^- Afrani. 
his brother Servius Claudius, a celebrated fcholar ^** 
and critic of that age [q]. The books were all 
at Athens, where Servius probably died; and 
the manner in which Cicero writes about them to 
Atticus, (hews what a value he fet upon the pre- 
fent, and what pleafure he expefted from the ufc 
of it. 

" Papirius P^etus, fays he, an honeft 
•* man, who loves me, has given me the books* 
** which his brother Servius left ; and fince your 
** agent Cincius tells me, that I may fafely take 
** them by the Cincian law [r], I readily figni- 
** fied my acceptance of them. Now if you 
" love me, or know that I love you, I beg [of 
** you to take care by your friends, clients, hofts, 
•* freedmen, flaves, that not a leaf of them be 
•* loft. I am in extreme want boA of the 
** Greek books, which I guefs^ and the Latin, 
** which I know him to have kft : for I find 
** more and more comfort every day, in giving. 
*' all the time, which I can fteal from the Bar, 
** to thofe ftudies. You will do me a great plea- 
*• fure, a very great one, I affure you, by Ihew- 
•* ing the fame diligence in this, that you ufual- 

[q] Ut Servios, fratcr tu- name of Atticos's agent be- 

ns, quern literatiffimum fuifle ing the fame with that of 

jadicOy facile diceret, hie the author of the law; as if 

verfus Plauti non eft. £p. by being of that family, his 

fam. 9. 16. authority was a good warrant 

[r] The pleafantry, which for taking any prefent. 
Ckero aims at, turns on the 
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<< ly do in all other affairs, which you take roe . 
*' to have much at heart, &c. [j]." 

While Cicero was in the country in the end 
of the year, his Architedt Cyrus was finifliing 
for him at Rx)me fome additional buildings to his 
houfe on mount Palatin : but Atticus, who was . 
juft: returned from Athens, found great fault 
with the ftnallnefs of the windows \ to which 
Cicero gives a jocofe anfwer, bantering both the 
objeftion of Atticus, and the way of reafoning 
of the architeSs : Tou little thinks fays he, that in 
finding fault with my windows^ you condemn the 
inftitution of Cyrus [/] ; for when I made the 
fame objeSion^ Cyrus told me, that the profpeSl of 
the fields did not appear to fuch advantage through 
larger lights. For let the eye be Ay the objeS 
B, C ; the rays D, E ; you fee the reft. Ifvtfion 
indeed were performed^ as you Epicureans hold^ 
by images flying off from the objeSty thofe images 
would be well crowded in fo fir ait a paffage ; 
but if by the emiffwn of rays from the eye^ it 
will be made commodioufly enough. If you find 
any other tfault^ you fhall have as good as you 
bring \ unlefs it can be mended without any coft to 
me [»]. 
A. Urb. 694. CiESAR and Bibulus entered now into the 

Cic. 48. Confuilhip, with views and principles wholly 
C 1 s ^PP^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ other ; while the Senate were 

Cjbsar, pleafmg themfelves with their addrefs, in pro- 
lid. Cal- curing one Conful of their own, to check the 

puRNius ambition of the other, and cxpefting now to 

Bibulus. ^.^^p ^.j^^ £j.^jj. q£ j^.^ g^^. ^.j^^y prefently found 

upon a trial, that the balance and conftitution of 

[5] Ad. Att. 1. 20. called by that name. 

[/] Referring to the cele- [u] Ad. Atl. 2. 3. 
bratcd piece of Xcnophon, 

the 



of M. TULLIUS^ etc EM. 363 

the Republic was quite changed by the over-A. Urb. 694. 
bearing power of the Three: and that Casfar ^^'i^' 
was too ftrong to be controuled by any of the^ j^lius 
legal and ordinary methods of pppofition: he CiESAR, 
had gained /even of the Tribuns^ of whomM. Cal- 
Vatinius was the captain of his mercenaries ; py^Nius 
whofe tafk it was to fcour the ftreets, fecure '^^^^^^^ 
the avenues of the Forum, and clear it by a fu- 
perior force of all, who were prepared to oppofc 
them. ♦ 

Clodius, in the mean time, was pufhing on 
the affair of his adoption ; and folliciting the peo-* 
pie to confirm the law, which he had provided 
for that purpofe. Tht Triumvirate pretended to 
be againfl it, or at lead to iland neuter; but 
were watching Cicero's motions, in order to take 
their meafures from his conduct, which they did 
not find fo obfequious as they expedted. In this 
interval it happened, that C. Antonius, Cicero's ^ 
coUegue, who had governed Macedonia from 
the time of his ConfuKhip, was now impeached 
and brought to a trial /^r the male- adminifiration 
of his Province ; and being found guilty,- was 
condemned to perpetual exil. Cicero was .his 
advocate, and, in the courfe of his pleading, 
happened to fall, with the ufual freedom, into a 
complaint of the times and the oppreffton of the Re^ 
public^ in a ftile that was interpreted to refledt 
feverely upon their prefent rulers. The ftory 
was carried diredly to Caefar, and reprefented to 
him in fuch colors, that he refolved to revenge it 
prefently on Cicero, by bringing on Clodius's 
law \ and was fo eager in it, that he inftantly 
called an affembly of the people, and being af- 
fifted by Pompey, as Augur, to make the aft 
legal and aufpicious, got the adoption ran- . 

ficd 
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A. Urb. 694.fiecl by the people through all the forms [yj, 
Cic.jrB. within three hours from the time of Cicer^s 

Cjesar, Bibulus, who was an Augur too, being ad* 
Id. Cal- vertifed of what was going forward ; fent notice 
pvRifius to Pompey, that he was obferving the heavens and 
BiButuf. f^y^^ ^^^ aufpicesy during which funftion it iriA 
illegal to tranfaft any bufincfs with the peo- 
ple [y\ But Pompey, inftead of paying any 
regard to his mcflage, gave a fanftion to the pro- 
ceding by prcfiding in it ; fo that it was carried 
without any oppofition. And thus the bmo^ as 
Cicero calls it, which had been kept bent aigahfi 
him and the Republic^ was at lafl difcbarged [z] \ 
and a plain admonition given to him, what he 
had to cxpeft, if he would not be more com- 
plying. For his danger was brought one fkp 
nearer, by laying the Tribunate open to Clodius, 
whofe next attempt might probably reach home 
to him. Thefe laws of adoption were drawn up 
in the ftile of a petition to the people, after the 
following form. 

[x] Kora fortafTe fexta lex curiaw lata eile dicttur 

diei qaeftiis fum in judicio, audes negare de ccslo die 

com C. Antooium defen- fervatum \ Adeft pnefens vir 

derem, quaedam de Repub. iingulari virtute M. Bi- 

quae mihi vifa funt ad caufam bulus : hunc Confalem illo 

mtferi illius pertinere. Haec ipfo die contendo fervafle de 

hdmines improbi ad qaof- coelo. Pro Dom. 15. 
dam viros fortes longe alicer [«] Fuerat ille annus——* 

atque a me dida erant, deta- tanquam intentus arcus in me 

leranC. Hora nona, illo ipfo unam, ficat valgo rerum ig- 

die, to es adoptatns. Pro nari loquebantur, re qoidem 

Bom* 16. Vid. Saeton. J. vera in univerfam Rempab. 

C«f. 20. tradudlione ad plebem fori* 

[j] Negant fas efTe agi bundi hominis. Pro Sext 



cum popolo cum de coelo fer- 
tatttm fie. Quo die de te 



Maj 
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May it pleafe you^ Citizens^ to ordain^ that^ Urb. 694. 
P, Clodius be, to all intents and purpofes ofJaw^ Cjc. 48, 
as truly the fon of Fonteius, as if hewere hgottenQ^ TuLrus 
of his body in lawfull marriage 5 and that Fcnteius Cjesar, • 
have the power of life and death 0^ him, as mtichM. Cal- 
as a father has over a proper fon: this, Citi- '^^nius 
zens, I pray -you to confirm in the manner in which *"^^^'* . 
// is defned \a\ 

There were three conditions abfolutely necef- 
fary to aiakc an aft of this kind regular : firft, 
that the adopter Jhould be older than the adopted^ 
and incapable of procreating children^ after having 
endeavoured it without fuccefs when he was capable : 
fccondly, that no injury or dimunition Jhould be 
done to the dignity, or the religious rights of either 
family : thirdly, that there Jhould be no fraud or ^ 
coUuJion in it ; nor any thing fought by it, but the 
gmuin effects of a real adoption. All thefe par- 
ticulars were to be previoufly examined by the 
College of Priejis\ and if after a due inquiry 
they approved the petition, it was propofed to 
the fuffrage of the citizens living in Rome, who 
voted according to their original divifion into 
thirty Curiae, or wards, which feem to have been 
analogous to our parijhes [b] : where no bufine(i 
however could be tranfafted, when an Augur or 
Conful was obferving the heavens. Now in this 
adoption of Clodius, there was not one of thefe 
conditions obferved : the College of Priejls was 
not fo much as confulted-, the adopter Fonteius had 

[a] The Lawyers and all in Cicero's time, who, as 

the later writers, from the he fpeaks of this ad, either 

aathority of A. Gellius call to the Senate or the people, 

this kind of adoption, whith never ufes any other term, 

was confirmed by a law of than that of Adoption. Vid. 

the people, an Adrogation : A. Gell. 1. 5. 19. ■ 
but it does not appear, that [b\ Comuiis Curiatis. 
Aere was any fuch diflin^tioa 

yoL. I, X ' a wife 
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a wife and children \ was a man obfcure and m- 
known^ not full twenty years old, when Clodius was 
thirty-five^ and a Senator of the noblefi birth in 
Rome: nor was there any thing meant by it, 
but purely to evade the laws^ and procure the 
tribunate: for the affair was no fooner over, 
than Clodius was emancipated^ or fet free again 
by his new father from all his obligations [cj. 
But thefe obftacles fignified nothing to Casfkr, 
who always took the fhorteft way to wh»t be 
aimed at, and valued neither forms nor laws, whea 
he had a power fufficient to controul them. 

But the main trial of ftrength between the 
two Confuls was about the promulgation of m 
Agrarian law^ which Casfar had prepared, /ir 
d^ributing the lands of Campania to twenty tbow- 
fand poor citizens^ who bad each three children «r 
more. Bibulus muftered all his forces to oppc^ 
it, and came down to the Forum full of courage 
and rcfolution, guarded by three of the Tribmu 
and the whole body of the Senate ^ and as oft as 
Casfar attempted to recommend it, he as often 
interrupted him, and loudly remonftrated againft 
it, declaring, that it fhould never pafs in his 
year. From words they foon came to blows; 
where Bibulus was roughly handled^ his Fafces 
broken, pots of filth thrown upon his head\ his 
three Tribuns wounded^ and the whole party driven 



[f ] Quod jas eft adoptionJs, 
PoRtifices? Nempe, at is 
adopter, qui neque procreare 
liberos jam poflit, & com po* 
tuerit, fit expertus. QjiaB 
denique caufa cuique adop- 
tionis, qux ratio geaeruni» 
ac dignitatis, qux facroruniy 
quxri a Pontificum coUegio 
H^Icc. Quid eft horum ia ifta 



adoptione qusedtum ? Adop* 
tat annos viginti natus» etiam 
minor, Senatorem. Libe- 
rorumne caufa ? at procreare 
poteft. Habet uxorem : 

fafcepit etiam liberos. • 

Quae omnis ootio Ponndcam 
cum adoptarere efle debair, 
&c. Pro Dora, ad Pontif. 

out 
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0ut of the Forum by VatiniuSy at the head of Cafar's A.TJib. 6^- 
mob [ij. When the tumult was over, and the ^p'^^^' 
Forunn cleared of their adverfaries, Caefar pro-^ iJ^lius 
duced Pompey and Craflus into the Rojira^ to Cjesar, 
(ignify their opinion of the law to the people jM. Cal- 
where Pompey, after fpeaking largely in praife"^^*^^'"' 
of it, declared in the conclufion, that if any '*^^^*'' 
fbould be fo hardy as to oppofe it with the fwcrdi 
be would defend it with his fhield. CrafTus ap- 
plauded what Pompey faid, ' and warmly prefled 
the acceptance of it ; fo that it pafled upon th^ 
fpot without any farther contradidion \e\. Ci- 
cero was in the country during this conteft, but 
fpeaks of it with gpeat indignation in a letter toi 
Atticus, and wonders at Pompey*s policy, in fup- 
porting Caefar in an aft fo odious, of alienating 
the beft revenues of the Republic \ and fays, 
that he mujl not think to make them amends by his 
tents on mount Libanus^ for the lofs of thofsi 
which he had taken from them in Campania [/]. 
The Senate and all the Magiftrates were obliged, 
by a fpecial claufe of this law, to take an oath to 
the obfervance of it \ which Cato himfelf, though 
lie had publicly declared that he would never do 
it, was forced at laft to fwallow [^]. 

BiBULus made his complaint the next day in 
the Senate, of the violence offered t6 his perfon $ 
but finding the affembly fo cold and intimidated^ 

\J\ Idemque tu-*— nomine {e\ Dio, ibid. I. 38. 6i. 

C. Caefaris^ dementi fiimi at- [/ ] Cnasus quidem nofler 

que optimi viri, fcelcrc yero jam plane quid cogitet, ne- 

atque audacia tua M. Blbtt- fcio. Ad Ate. 2. 16. 

lam foro, curia, templis, lo- Quid dices ? Vedigal te 

cis publicis omnibus expulif* nobis iri monte Antilibano* 

fcs, inclufunl domi contine- conftituiffe, agriCampani abr« 

res. In Vatin. 9. Dio, 38. llulill'e. Ibid. 

61. Sact. Caef. 2o.^?laurch. \g\ Dio, ibid. 
Pomp. 

X % thai 
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A. Urb. 6c^\.that no body cared to enter into the affair^ or to 
^"c- 48* move any thing about it^ he retired to bis boufe in 

C luLivs ^^fP^^^^ ^^^^ ^ refolution to Jhut bimfelf up for 
Cjesar, ^be remaining eight months in the year^ and to 

M.CalfvK' ail no more in public but by his ediSls [h"]. Thfa 
NiusBiBu. vvas a weak ftep in a magiftrate armed with fo- 
^^^" vereign authority ; for though it had one cflfcft, 

which he propofed by it, of turning the odium 
of the city upon his collegue, yet it had another 
that overballanced it, of flrengthening the hands 
and raifing the fpirits of the adverfc party, by 
leaving the field wholly clear to them. 

As Ciefar's view in the Agrarian law was to 
oblige the populace, fo he took the opportunity, 
which the Senate had thrown into his hands, of 
obl.ging the Knights too, by eafing them of the 
diladvaruageous contract, which they had long 
in vain complained of, and remitting a third part 
of 'xhat they had Jiipulated to pay \i] : and when 
Cato (111! oppolcd it with his ufual firmnefs, be 
crdercd him to be hurried away to prifon. He 
imagined, that Cato would have appealed ta 
the Tribuns ; but feeing him go along patiently, 
without fpeaking a word, and refledling, that 
fuch a vioience would create a frelh odium, 
without fcrving any purpofe, he dejired one of the 
^rrihuns to interpofe and releafe him [k]. He 
next procured a ipecial law from the people, for 
the ratification of all Pompefs a£is in AJia \ and 
in the llruggle about it, fo terrified and humbled 

[/'] Ac pollero die m Se- ut quoad poteftate abiret, 

ru^tu conqueilum, nee qao- domo abditas nihil aliod 

quam reperto, k\w\ fuper tali quam per edi£Ui obnanciareC 

rot.itcrnanonc referre, aut Sueton. Caef. 20. 
ccnrcrc aliquid auderct— in [;] Dio, 38.62. 
%ii'u cocgir defpcrationcm, [i] Plutarch. Caef. 

^ Lucullus, 
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Lucullus, who was the chief oppofer, ^ba^ be A, Urb. ^94. 
brought him to ajk pardon at his feet [/]. ^ ^'j^- 48. 

He carried it ftill with great outward refpedQ t^lius 
towards Cicero j and gave him to underftand Cjesar, 
again by Balbus, that he depended on his aJftftance^^OAhvvK^ 
in the Agrarian law : but Cicero contrived to be fJ^Y*^^®"' 
out of the way, and fpent the months of April 
and May in his Villa near Antium, where he 
had placed his chief colledion of books [»?] ; 
amufing himfelf with his Jludies and his childreny 
or, as he fays jocofely, in counting the waves. 
He was projefting however a fyjiem cf Geography 
at the requeft of Atticus, but loon grew weary 
of it, as a fubject too dry and jejune to admit of 
any ornament [»] j and being defircd alfo ,by 
Atticus to fend him the copies of two orations 
which he had lately made, his anfwer was, that 
be had torn one of them^ and could not give a copy \ 
and did not care to let the other go abroad^ for the 
praifes which it bejlowed on Pompey\ being dif- 
pofed rather to recant ^ than publifh them^ Jince the 
adoption ^ Clodius [^]. He fecms indeed to 

have 

\l\ L. Lucullo, liberias feilivaio copiam, aut fludlas 

refidenti tancum calumnia- numero. Ibid. 6. 
ram metum injecit, tit ad {fi\ Etenim yiay^aJfpvKOL^ 

fenua ultro (ibi accederec. qus confticueram, magnam 

aeton. J. Caef. 30. opus eft, — & hcrcale iunt res 

\m\ Nam auc fortiter re- di^ciles ad explicandam ic^ 

fiftendam eft legi Agraria;, in oj^^on^cr^ ; nee tarn poftunc 

quo eft quazdam dimicatio, oa^n^y^u^ih^t, quam vide* 

fed plena laudis : auc quief- bacur. Ibid, 
cendum, quod eft non diifi- [0] Oraci^nes me duas po* 

mile, atque ire in Solonium, ftalas, quarum alteram nca ^ 

aut Antium : aut etiam ad- licebat mihi fcribere, quia 

juvandum, quod a me aiunt abfcideram ; alteram, ne iau- 

Caefarem lie expedlare, ut darera eum, queiii non ama- 

non dnbitet. Ad Att. 2, 3. bam. Ibid. 7. 

Itaque aut libris me de- Ut fciat hie nofter Hierq- 

U&Ot quorum habeo Antii folymarius, tradudlor ad p!e- 

X 3 ' bcm, 
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A. Urb. 694. have been too fplenctic at prefent to compofis ' 

Cic. 48. any thing but inveftives \ of which kind he was 

C TuLius ^^^ drawing up certain anecdotes^ as he calU 

ci"sAR, them, or a fecret hiftory of the times, to be 

M.CALPUR-fhewn to none but Atticus, in tbeftile of T^bee- 

vivsBi^v^ppf^p^s^ fig f„^jl fatirical of all writers : for all 

^^^' bis politics^ he fays, were reduced to this one pointy 

of bating bad citizens^ and f leafing binifelf wit^ 

writing againji them : and fince be was driven from 

the belnt^ be bad nothing to wifb^ but to fee tf^ewrefk 

from the Jhore\ or 3 as Sophocles fays [p]^ 

Under tbefhelter of a good warm roof 
With mind ferenely calm and prone tofleep^ 
Hear the loudjlorm and beating rain without. 

Clod I us, having got through the obftaclc of 
his adoption, began without lofs of time to fuc 
for the Tribunate ; whilft a report was induftrir 
oudy fpread, which amufed the city for a while, 
Qf a breach between bim and Cafar, He declared 
every where loudly, that his cbief view in de- 
firing that office was^ to rcfcind all Cafar's ASs \ 
and Ca^far, on his parr, as openly difclamed an) 
fhcire in his adoption^ and denied bim to be a Pk- 
bcian. This was eagerly carried to Cicero by 
young Curio •, who aflured him, that all the young 

bem, quam bonam meis pa- Nunc vero cum cogar cxirc 

tiflirais orationibus gratiam dc navi, non abje6lis fed rc- 

letulerit ; quarum expcifla di- ceptis gubcrnacalis, cupif 

vinam frctKivu^lav. Ibid. 9. iilorom naufra^ia ex terra in- 

[p] Itaque otiK^oix, quse tueri ; cupio, ut ait tuus a- 

tibi uni legamas, Theopom- micus Sophocles, 
pino gcncrc, aut etiam af- 

pcriorc mqlto, pangentur. »■ y,uv vvq riyn 

Ncqac alipd jam quicquam Tlixfui m^m ^txa^^ p- 

^o>Mito(jLai9 nifi odifle impro- '©tfc»j^$iw. Ibid. 7. 
}>os. Ate. 2. 6. 
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Nobles were as much incenfed againft their proud ^> Urb. 694, 
Kings y as be himfelf^ and would not bear them much ^if ' J*^' 
longer 5 and that Memmius and Metellus Nepos hadQ T^tius 
declared againft them: which being confirmed alfo Cjesaii, 
by Atticus^s letters, gave no fmall comfort toM.CALPuR.- 
Cicero ; all wbofe hopes of any good depended^ he niwsBibwi- 
fays, upon their quarrelling among themfehes [j], ^^'* 
The pretended ground of this rupture, as it is 
hinted in Cicero's letters, was Clodius's flighting 
an offer^ which the Triumvirate made to him^ of 
an embajjy to King Tigranes j for being weary of 
his infolence, and jealous of his growing power, 
they had contrived this employment as an ho- 
norable way of getting rid of him : but in the - 
prefent condition of the Republic, Clodius knew 
his own importance too well, to quit his vi^ws at 
home, by an offer of fo little advantage abroad •, 
and was difgufted, that Cafar had not named him 
among the twenty Commijfwners appoimed to divide 
the Campanian lands ; and refolved not to ftir 
from the city, till he had reaped the fruits of the 
Tribunate. Cicero mentioning this affair to At- ' 

ticus, fays, " I am much delighted with what you 
** write about Clodius : try all means to fearch 
*' into the bottom of it ; and fend or bring me 
•• word, whatever you either learn or fufped: j 

[q\ Scito Carionem ado- inquit, Tribonatam plebis 

lefcentem venifle me faluta- petit. Quid ais, & inimi- 

tum. Valde ejus fermo de ciffimus quidem Cxfaris, U 

Poblio cam tais litteris con- ut omnia, inquit, ifla re- 

gruebat. Ipfe vero miran- fcindat. Quid Casfar ? in- 

dam in modam Reges odifTe quam. Negat fe quicquam 

foperbos. Peraeqae narrabat de illius adoptione tuliiTe. 

incenfam efTe juventutem, Deinde fuum, Memmii, Me- 

jieqae ferre ha^c pofle. Ait. telli Nepotis expromfit odi- 

2. 8. um. Complexusjuvenemdi- 

Incorrit in me Roma ve- miii, properans ad epillolas. 

fk\tm Curio meus^-PubliuS; Ibid. 12. 
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A. Urb. 694.** and efpecially, what he intends to do' about 

• ^rir^' ^' ^^'^ embafly. Before I read your letter, 1 was 

C Julius " wifliing that he would accept it ; not for thi 

CiESAR, " ^^^^ of declining a battle with him, for I am 

M.Calpur-<* in wbnderfull fpirits for fighting ; but I ima- 

NiusBiBu-cc gined, that he would lofe by it all the popula- 

^^'' <* rity which he has gained, by going over to 

" the Plebeians — What then did you mean by 

** making yourfclf a Plebeian ? Was it onely to 

*• pay a vifit to Tigranes ? Do not the Kings of 

*' Armenia ufe to take notice of Patricians ? 

*' You fee how I had been preparing myfelf to 
*« rally the embaffy ; which if he flights after 
" all, and if this, as you fay, difgufts the au- 
** thors and promotors of the law, we Ihall 
^* have rare fport. But to fay the truth, Pub- 
*^ lius has been treated fomewhat rudely by 
•' them ; fince he, who was lately the onely 
** man with Csefar, cannot now find a place 
** among the twenty ; and after promifing one 
** embafly, they put him off with another; and 
'* while they beftow the rich ones upon Drufus, 
** or Vatinius, referve this barren one for him, 
** whole Tribunate was propofed to be of fuch 
*« ufe to them. Warm him, I beg of you, on 
** this head, as much as you can ; all our hopes 
^* of fafety are placed on their falling out among 
*• themfelves, of which, as I underftand from 
•* Curio, fome fymptoms begin already to ap- 
•* pear [r]." But all this noife of a quarrel was 
found at laft to be a mere artifice, as the event 
quickly fliewed : or if there was any real difguft 
among them, it proceded no farther, than to 
give the better color to a report, by which they 
hoped to impofe upon Cicero, and draw fome un- 

1^] AdAtt. 2. 7. 

wary 
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wary people into a hafty declaration of themfelvcs -, A. Urb. 694; 
and above all, to weaken the obftruftion to Clo- ^*?: 4?- 
dius*s ele^ion from that quarter, whence.it was^ j^^j^^ 
chiefly to be apprehended. Cjemah, 

Cicero returned to Rome in May, after anM.CALPu*- 
interview with Atticus, who went abroad at the n^^^Bibu* 
fame time to his eftate in Epirus : he refolved to ^^*' 
decline all public bufinefs, as much as he decent- 
ly could, and to give the greateft part of his 
time to the Bar, apd to the defenfe of caufes ; 
an employment always popular, which made 
many ft-icnds, and few enemies, fo that be wasjtill 
much frequented at home, and honcrably attended 
nbroad^ and maintained his dignity^ he hy^^ not mean- 
fyj conjidertng the general opprejfum ; nor yet greatly^ 
conjidering the fart which he had before aBed [j]. 
Among the other caufes which he pleaded this 
fummer, he twice defended A. Thermus, and , 
once L. Flaccus ; men of Praetorian dignity, 
who were both acquitted. The fpeeches for 
Thermus are loft j but that for Flaccus remains, 
yet fomewhat imperfed; In which though he 
had lately paid fo dear for fpeaking his mind too 
freely, we find feveral bold reflexions on the 
wretched ftate of fubjedion, to which the city 
was now reduced. 

This L. Valerius Flaccus had been Prator in 
Cicero's Confulfhip^ and received the thanks of the 
Senate for his zeal and vigor in the feizure of Ca-- 
tiUne's accomplices 'y but was now accufed by P. 
I^aelius of rapine and opprejfion in his province of 
AJia^ which was allotted to him from his Praetor* 
Ihip. The defenfe confifts chiefly in difplaying 
the dignity of the criminal, and invalidating the 

[/] Me taor> ut oppreffi$ tantis rebus gcftis> param for- 
^mmbtts^ ^on deraiiTe; m titer. AdAu^s.iS. 

credit 
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A. Urb. 694. credit of the Afiatic witnefles. Cicero obfen^ 
Cic. 48. cc That the Judges who had known and feen 
C.Julius '' ^^^ integrity of Flaccus*s life through a feries 
CjBSAR, " of great employments, were themfelves the bed 
M.Calpuh-" witneffes of it, and could not want to learn it 
vivB BiBu-tc from others, efpecially from Grecians : that for 
^^*' «* his part, he had always been particulary ad- 

<< difled to that nation and their ftudies, and kneir 
*< many modcfl: and worthy men among them : 
<< that he allowed them to have learnir^, the 
" difcipline of many arts, an elegance of writing, 
<< a fluency of fpeaking, and an acuteneisofwitr 
<* but as to the fandlity of an oath, they had no 
*« notion of it, knew nothing of the force and the 
^< efficacy of it : that all their concern in ^ving 
^ evidence was, not how to prove, but how to 
•* cxprefs what they faid :•— that they never q)« 
^* peared in acaufe, but with a refolution to boit; 
•* nor ever confidered what words were proper for 
•* an oath, but what were proper to do mifchief; 
•< taking it for the laft difgrace, to be bafBed, con- 
•* futed, and outdone in fwearing : fo that they 
*« never chofe the befl and worthieft men for wit- 
** neffcs, but the moft daring and loquacious :— 
*< in fhort, that the whole nation looked upon an 
*' oath as a merejefV, and placed all their credit, 
** livelihood, and praife on the fuccefs of ao im- 
" pudent lie: — whereas of the Roman witnef&s, 
^* who were produced againfl Flaccus, though 
** feveral of them came angry, fierce, and willing 
*' to ruin him, yet one could not help obferving, 
*« with what caution and religion they delivered 
«* what tliey had to fay ; and though they had 
*' thegreated defire to hurt, yet could not do it 
^^ for their fcruples : — that a Roman in giving hil 
** redimony, was always jealous of himfelf, left 
*" he fhould go too far 5 weighed all his words, 

" an(j 
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and was afraid to lee any thing drop from him A. Urb. 694* 
too haftily and paffionately -, or to fay a fyllable ^^c. 48. 
• more or lefs than was neceffary [j]." Then^ ^^^'^^ 
Fter (hewing at large, by what fcandalous methods cJesar, 
lis accufation was procured againft Flaccus, andM.CALPUR- 
fterexpofing the vanity of the crimes charged niusBibu- 

rm him, together with the profligate charafters ^^^' 
the particular witneffes ; he declares, " that 
the true and genuin Grecians were all on Flac- 
cus's fide, with public teftimonies and decrees 
in his favor. — Here, fays he, you fee the Athe- 
nians, whence humanity, learning, religion, 
the fruits of the earth, the rights and laws of 
mankind, are thought to have been firfl: propa- 
gated; for the pofleflion of whofe city, the 
Gods themfelves are faid to have contended on 
the account of it's beauty ; which is of fo great 
antiquity, that it is reported to have brought 
forth it's own Citizens, and the fame fpot to 
have been their parent, their nurfe and their 
country ; and of fo great authority, that the 
broken and fhattered frame of Greece depends 
now fingly on the credit of this City. — Here 
alfo are the Lacedaemonians, whofe tried and 
renowned virtue was confirmed not onely by 

[/] Pro FJacco, 4, 5. Thi« Rome, out of pure reverence 
9X2L^tt oi the Greek and Ro' to the fandlity of an oath, 
m mntn^ei is exadly agree- they were never known to 
le to what Polybias, though violate their truft, though in 
oifelf a Grecian » had long the management of the great- 
fore obferved ; that thofe> eft fumms. [Polyb. 1. 6. p. 
10 managed the public mo- 498.] This was certainly 
7 in Greece, though they true of the old Republic ; but 
fe ever {xi many bonds ^nd we mnft make great allowance 
retie^ ^r their behavionr, for the language of the Bar, 
old nqt be induced to a^ when we £nd Cicero apply- 
neftly, or preferve their ing the fame integrity and re- 
ith« in the cafe even of a gard to an oath to the cha- 
glc talent 1 wl^^ri^ai in raQer of his own times. 

*^ nature. 
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A. Urb. 694." nature, but by difcipHne ; who alone, of all the 
Cic. a8. cc nations upon earth, have fubfifted for abovl! 
C TuLius " kvtn hundred years, without any change >n 
Cjesar, " their laws and manners. — ^Nor can I pafs over 
M.Calpur." the city of Marfeilles, which knew Flaccus when 
HiusBiBu-ci firft a foldier, and afterwards Quasftor; the 
^v»* cc gravity of whofe difcipline, I think preferable, 

" not onely to Greece, but to all other cities ; 
«' which, though feparatcd fo far from the coun- 
•* try, the cuftoms, and the language of all Gre- 
•* cians, furrounded by the nations of Gaul, and 
** waftied by the waves of barbarifm, is fo wifely 
** governed by the counfils of an ariftocracy, that 
*« it is eafier to praife thefr conftitution, than to 
" imitate it [/]." One part of the charge againft 
Flaccus, vf2L^^ for prohibiting the Jews to carry wt 
of bis province the gold^ ivbich they ufed to coUeB tm* 
jiualfy through the empire for the Temple of Jerufa- 
km \ all which he feized and remitted to the treafwj 
at Rome, The charge itfelf feems to imply, that 
the Jews made no mean figure at this time in the 
empire ; and Cicero's anfwer, though it betrays a 
great contempt of their religion, through bis ig- 
norapxe of it, yet fhews, that their numbers and 
credit were very confiderable alfo in Rome, The 
trial was held near the Aurelian fteps^ a place of 
great refort for the populace, and particularly for 
the JewSy who ufed it probably as a kind, of ex- 
change, or general rendezvous of their country* 
men : Cicero therefore procedes to fay, «< It was 
•' for this reafon, Lselius, and for the fake of this 
*' crime, that you have chofen this place, and all 
*' this crowd for the trial: you know what a nu- 
'• merous band the Jews are ; what concoid a- 
*' xTiOng tliemfelvcs ; what a buftle they make in 

[/] Ibid. 26, 

" our 
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'« our aflemblies — I will fpeak foftly, that theA. Urb. 694. 
** Judges onely may hear me ; for there are pco- ^*^- 4^. 
^« pie ready to incite them againft me and againft^ Tulujs 
** every honeft man ; and I would not willingly Cjesar,* 
•* lend any help to that defign — ^Since our goldM.CALPUR. 
•« then is annually carried out of Italy, and all niusBibu- 
•« the Provinces, in the name of the Jews, to ^^** 
*« Jcrufalem, Flaccus, by a public edift, prohi- 
«« bited the exportation of it from Afia: and 
*« where is there a man. Judges, who does not 
«« truly applaud this aft? The Senate, on feveral 
*• difierent occafions, but more feverely in my 
** Confulfhip, condemned the exportation of gold. 
•** To withftand this barbarous fuperftition was a 
?« piece therefore of laudable difcipline ; and, out 
•* of regard to the Republic, to contemn the 
^« multitude of Jews, who are fo tumultuous in 
** all our aflemblies, an aft of the greateft gra- 
•• vity : but Pompey, it feems, when he took 
•* Jerufalem, meddled with nothing in that Tem- 
•* pic : in which, as on many other occafions, he 
«• afted prudently, thatrtn fo fufpicious and i!l-» 
«• tongued a people, he would not give any han- 
^« die for calumny ; for I can never believe, that 
" it was the religion of Jews and enemies, which 
•* hindred this excellent General, but his own 
«« modefty/* Then after (hewing, *' that Flac- 
" cus had not embezzled orfcized the gold to his 
•* own ufe, but tranfmitted it to the public trea- 
** fury, he obferves, that It was not therefore for 
** the fake of the crime, but to raife an envy, that 
•^ this faft was mentioned ; and that the accufer's 
*« fpeech was turned from the Judges, and ad* 
•f drefled to the circle around them : Every city, 
«* fays he, Laelius, has it^s religion ; we have 
** ours : while Jerufalem flourilhed, and Judasa 
*• was at peace with us, yet their religious rites 

*< were 
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A. Urb. 694." were held inconfiftcnt with the (plendor crfAis 
Cic. 48. «< Empire, the gravity of the Roman name, and 

C luLMJs *' ^^^ inftitutions of our anceftors : but much mort 
cIksar! " ought they to be held fo now ; fincc they have 

M.CAi«p*ua-<c let us fee, by taking arms, what opinion tbef 
»iui BiBw- c4 have of us j and by their being conquered, how 
''^■- " dear they are to the Gods [«]/' He procedcs 

in the laft place to (hew, what he had intimated 
in the beginniftg, ^* that the real aim of this 
«< trial was to facrifice thofe, who had fisnali^ 
<< themfelves againft Catiline, to the msdire and 
« revenge of the feditious :" and puts the Judges 
in mind, ** that the fate of the city, and thc&fcty 
*« of all honeft men, now rcfted on their ftoul- 
« ders : that they faw in what an unfettled ftate 
«< things were, and what a turn their afl&irs had 
<< taken : that among many other aAs, which' 
" certain men had done, they were now contri- 
ve ving, that by the votes and decifions of the 
«< Judges every honeft man might be undone: 
•« that thefe Judges indeed had given many laud- 
ed able judgements in favor of the Republic; 
«« many, againft the wickedncfs of the coflipira•^ 
*« tors: yet fome people thought the Republic 
" not yet fufficiently changed, till the beft citizens 
*< were involved in the fame puni(hment with the 
«« worft. C, Antonius, fays he, is already op- 
«« prcffed ; Jet it be fo : he had a peculiar infamy 
" upon him : yet even he, if I may be allowed 
« to fay it, would not have been condemned by 
** you: upon whofe condemnation a fepulcjifr 
*« was drefled up to Catiline, and celebrated with 
«* a feaft and concourle of our audacious and do- 
** meftic enemies, and funeral rites performed to 
" him : now the death of Lentulus is to be r^ 

[u^ Ibid. 28. 
2 !* vcngcd 
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«« venged on Flaccus ; and what more agreeable A. Urb. 694. 

•• facFifice can you offer to him, than by Flaccus*s ^^- 48* 

** blood to fatiate his dcteftable hatred of us all ? q j^^^ 

** Let us then appeafe the manes of Lentulus -, Cjesar, 

<* pay the laft honors to Cethegus ; recall theM.CALPUR- 

<« bamflied; nay, let me alfo bepuniflied for the «»^«Bibii. 

«« excefs of my love to my country •, I am already ^^*' 

«* named and marked out for a trial ; have crimes 

« /orged; dangers prepared for mej which if 

•« they had attempted by any other method 1 

«« or if, in the name of the people, they had 

« ftirred up the unwary multitude againft me^ 

«« I could better have born it ; but it is not to 

** be endured, that they fhould think, to drive 

« out of the city the authors, the leaders, the 

«* champions of our common fafety 5 by the help 

*^ of Senators and Knights, who with one mind 

*« and confent, aflifted fo greatly in the fame 

«« cauie. They know the mind and inclinatioa 

«« of the Roman people : the people themfelves 

** take all poffible occafions of declaring it : there 

<* is no variety in their fentiments, or their lan- 

*' guage. If any one therefore call me hither, I 

•* come : I do not onely not refufe, but require 

*' the Roman people for my judge : let force 

" onely be excluded 5 let fwords and ftones be 

** removed ; let mercenaries be quiet ; let flaves 

" be filent ; and when I come to be heard for 

" myfelf, there will not be a man fo unjuft, if he. 

*• be free and a citizen, who will not be of opi- 

« nion, that they ought to vote me rewards, ra- 

«• ther than puniftiment [xy* He concludes, by 

applying himfelf as ufual, to move the pity and 

clemency of .the bench towards the perfon of the 

criminal, by all the topics proper to excite com- 

[x] Ibid. 38. 

paflion : 
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A. Urb. 694.pa(fion : " the merit of his former fcrvices; the 
Cic. 48. «« luftcr of his family ; the tears of his children; 
C TuLUTs " thedifcouragementofthehoneft; and the hurt, 
ciesViT,* " which the Republic would fuffer, in being dc- 
M.Calfuii." prived, at fuch a time, of fuch a citizen.? 
viusBiBu- Q^ Cicero, who fucceded Flaccus in the pro- 
'•^•* vince of Afia, was now entering into the third year 

of his government, when Cicero fent him a moft 
admirable letter of advice about the adminiftradon 
of his province ; fraught with fuch excellent pre- 
cepts of moderation, humanity, juftice and lay^ 
ing down rules of governing, fo truly calculated 
for the good of mankind, that it deferves a place 
in the clofets of ^11 who govern : and efpecially of 
thofe, who are entrufted with the command of 
foreign provinces ; who by their diftance from any 
immediate controul, are often tempted, by thein- 
folence of power, to afts of great oppreflion. 

The Triumvirate was now dreaded and deteft- 
ed by all ranks of men : and Pompey as the firft 
of the league, had the firft Jhare of the public ha- 
tred: fo that thefe offerers of popularity^ fays CiCcro, 
have taught even modeft men to hifs {y\ Bibulus 
was continually teizing them by his edi£ls\ ia 
which he inveighed and protefted againft all their 
a£ls. Thefe edidts were greedily received by the 
city ; all people got copies of them ; and wherc- 
ever they were fixed up in the ftreets, // wasfiuru 
fofjible to pafs for the crowds which were readif^ 
them \z\. Bibulus was extolled to the fkies'j tbot^b 

Iknow 
[y] Qai fremitas homi- quam hanc fiatam, qai nunc 
num ? qui irati animi ? quan- ed magis mehercole qoiffl 
to in odio nofler amicus Mag- rellem, non modo quam po« 
nus? Ad Att 2. 13. taram. Popalares ifti jaa 

Scito nihil unquam fuifTe etiam modeflosT homioes 4U- 
tam infame, tain turpe, tarn lare docueruntJ Ibid. 19. 
peracque omnibus generibus, [a] Itaque archilochia ia 
ordinibtts, aeutibus ofienfanr, ilium ledi^a Bibuli populo i» 
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/ kftow not why^ fays Cicero, unlefs^ like another A. Vrh. 6g^. 
FalnuSj he is thought to fave the State by doing no- ^r'/r^' 
thing : for what is all his greatnefs of mind^ but aQ ju°jug 
fnere teftimow/ of his fentimentSj without any fervice Cesar, 
to the Republic [a\ ? His edifts however provoked M. Cal- 
Caefar fo far, that he attempted to excite the mob to ^^*^nius 
fiorm his houfe^ and drag him out by force : and Va- **^^^*r 
tinius aSlually made an affault upon it^ though with- 
out fuccefs [^]. But while all the world difliked^ 
lamented J and talked loudly againfl thefe procedings ; 
and above all, young Curio at the head of the 
young Nobility, yetwefeek no remedy^ fays Cicero, 
through a perfuafion^ that there is no rejijlingy but 
to our deflruSlion \c'\. 

The inclinations of the people were (hewn 
chiefly, as he tells us, in the Theaters and public' 
fhews 5 where J when Cafar entred^ he was received 
onely with a dead applaufe \ but when young Curio ^ 
who followed him^ appeared^ he was clapped^ as 
Pompey ufed to be in the height of his glory. And 
in the Apollinarian plays Diphiius, the Tragedian^ 
happening to have fome paflages in his part, which 

funt jucanda, ut eum locum, cum feditioiiiUme diceret, vo-' 

ubi proponuntur, prae multi- cem exprimere non potuit. 

todine eorum qui legunt, tran> Att. 2.21. 
fire nequeunt. Ad Att. 2. 21. Qui Confulem morti obje« 

\a\ Bibulus in ccslo eft ; ceris, inclufum obfederis, ex* 

nee quare, fcio. Sed ita lau- trahere ex fuis tedlis conatus 

datur, quafi, unus homo, no- lis. InVatin.9. 
bis cundlando reftituit rem. [r] Nunc quidem novo quo* 

Ibid. 19. dam morbo civitas moriiur ; 

BibuH autem ifta magnitu- ut cum omnes ea, quae Tunc 

do animi in comitiorum dila- a6la, improbenc, querancur^ 

tione, quid habet, nifi ipfius doleant, varietas in re nulla 

judicium iine ulla correflione fit, aperteque loquantur& jaia 

Reipub. Ibid. i^. clare gemant; tamen medi<« 

\y\ Putarat Caefaroratione cina nulla afferacur, neque 

fua pofie impelli concionem, enim refiHi fine internecione 

ut irec ad Bibulumi maka pofic arbicramar. Act. 2. 20. 

Vol. I. Y were 
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A. Urb. 694. were thought to hit the character of a Pompey, 
Cic. 48. /,^. rv^j forced to repeat them a thoufand times : 

^rhou hy our ^iferies artgrcat 

77v tme v:ill come ivhen thou "iXnlt wretchedly /tf- 

me>7t that grcatnefs 

If neither law nor cujlom can rejirain the e 

at each of which fentcnces, the whole Theater 
made fuch a roaring and clapping, that they could 
hardly be quieted \d]. Pompey was greatly 
fliocked, to find himfelf fallen fo low in theefteem 
of the city : he had hitherto lived in the niidft of 
glory, an utter ftranger to difgrace, which made 
him the more impatient under fo mortifying a 
change : *' I could fcarce refrain from tears, fays 
*' Cicero, to fee what an abjedl, paultry figure 
*' he made in the Rcfira, where he never ufed to 
«^ appear, but with univcrfal applaufe and admi- 
" ration \ meanly haranguing againft the cdifts 
*' of Bibulus, and difpleafing not oriely his au- 
'' dience, but hiir.felf : a fpedlacle, agreeable to 
*' none, fo much as to CralTus -, to fee him fallen 

*' fo low from fuch a height: and as Apelles 

*' or Protogenes would have been grieved to fee 



[</] Diphilus Tragoedus in 
noltrum Pompeium peculancer 
invedlus eft : Nojird inifind tu 
as 77tagnvi, milliescoaiftus elt 
dice re. Tandem 'viriutetn iji^m 
*ucniet tempus cum gr abutter ge- 
x:ejf totius theatri clam ore 
<i:xit, itemquecaetera. Nam 
& tjufmodi fant ii verfus, ut 
in tempus abinimico Pompeii 
fcripti ciTe videantur. Si neque 
leges, fie que mores cogunty Sc ca;- 
tera magno cum fremitu & 
ckmore dida (imc. Ibid. 1 9. 



Valerius Maximas, ^lo 
tells the fame Itory, fays, that 
Dipkiliis^ in pronouncing thoft 
fentcnctSf Jiretcbed out his banii 
tcnvards Pompey , to point bin 
out to the company. But it ap- 
pears from Cicero's accountof 
it in this letter to Atticus,that 
Pompey was then at Capaa; 
whither Ca:rar fent an exprefs 
to him in all haft to acquaiac 
him with what had pafu^; 
and to call him probabl/ V^ 
Rome. Vai. Max. 6. 2. 
^< one 
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*^ one of their capital pieces befmeared with dirt ; A. Urb. 694. 
" fo it was a real grief to me, to fee the man, ^^* 4^- 
" whom I had painted with all the colors of niy^ j^^^j'^^^ 
" art, become of a fudden fo deformed : /or Caesar, 
*« though no body can think fince the affair ofM.CALpuR^ 
*' Clodius, that I have any reafon to be his friend ; ^'^^ Bibv- 
•* yet my love for him was fo great, that no in- ^^** 
^* jury could efface it [^]." 

C^SAR, on the. other hand, began to reap 
fome part of that fruit, which he expeftcd from 
their union : he forefaw from the firil, tbat the 
adium of it would fall upon Pompey ; the benefit accrue 
to i>mfelf[f]: till Pompey gradually finking 
tinder the envy, and himfelf infenfibly rifing by 
the power of it, they might come at laft to aft 
upon a level ; or, as Florus ftates the feveral views 
of the Three, Cafar wanted to acquire -, Crajfus to 
encreafe% Pompey to preferve his dignity [^]. So 
that Pompey in reality was but the dupe of the 
other two : whereas if he had united himfelf with 
Cicero ; and through him with the Senate ; whi- 
ther his own and his country's incereft called him, 
and where*, from the different talents of the men, 
there could have been no contraft of glory or 
power; he muft have preferved through life, 
what his utmofl ambition, feemed to aim at, the 

[e] Ut ille turn humilis, ut fc — invidia communis poten- 

demiffus erat : ut ipfe etiam tisc in ilium relegaca^ confir- 

fibiy non iis folum qui ade- maturum vires iiias. Veil. 

lantj difpliccbat. O fpeda- Pat. 2. 44. 

colum uni Craflb jucundum, [^] Sic igitur Cae fare dig - 

&c. — Qunqoam nemo puta- nitatem comparare, Crairo 

bat propter Clodianum nego- augcre, Pompeio retinerc, cu- 

tium me illi amicum efle de- picntibus, omnibufque pariter 

here : tamen tantus fuit amor, potentiae cupidis, de inva- 

ut exhauriri nulla poiTet inju- denda Repub. facile convenic. n 

ria. AdAtt. 2. 21. Lib. 4. 2. 11. 

[/J Caefar animadvcrtebat 

Y 2 character 
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A. Urb. 694 cliaracler not onely of the firft, but of the beft 
Cic. 48. citizen in Rome : but by his alliance with Csefar, 

C luLius ^^ ^^"^ ^^^ authority to the nurfingup a rival, who 
C^sAR, gained upon him daily in credit, and grew too 

M.Calpvr. ftrongfor him at laft in power. The people*s dif- 
wius Bib u.^ffg^iQn began to open his eyes, and make him 
^^** fenfible of his error ; which he frankly ozvned t$ 

CicerOy and feemed dejirous of entering into meafures 
with him to retrieve it \h\ He faw himfelf on the 
brink of a precipice, where to procede was ruin- 
ous, to retreat ignominious : the honeft were be- 
come his enemies; and the fadlious had never 
been his friends : But though it was eafy to fee 
his miftake, it was difficult to find a remedy : 
Cicero prefled the onely one, which could be ef- 
fectual, an immediate breach with C^efar ; and ufed 
ell nrguments to bring him to it •, but ^Cafar was 
more fuccefsfuU^ and drew Pompey quite away from 
him \ i] \ and having got poffeffion, entangled 
him fo fad, that he could never difengage himfelf 
till it was too late. 

But to give a turn to the difpofition of the 
people, or to draw their attention at leaft another 
way, Casfar contrived to amufc the city with the 
difcovery of a new conlpiracy, to affaffinate Pom- 
pey. Vettius who, in Catiline's affair, had im- 

[^] Sed quod facile fen- rere ; quam ego poffum inve- 

tias, ladet ipfum Pompeium, nire nullam. Ibid. 23. 
vehementerque poenitec, &c. [/] Ego M. Bibulo, pra- 

Act. 2. 22. ftantifTimo cive, Confule, ni- 

Primum igitur illud te hii przetermifi, quantum face- 
fcire volo, Sampficeranum, re, nitique potui, quin Pom- 
noilrum amicum, vehementer peium a Cxfaris conjuadlionc 
tui llacus . pcenitere, rellitui. avocarem. In quo Cajfar fe^ 
que in cum locum copere, ex licior fuit: ipfe enim Pom- 
quo decidit, doloremque fu- peium a mea familiaritate dif- 



Lm impertire nobis, & medi- junxit. Philip. 2^ 10. 
tinam interdum apeitc qua^- 



pfacbed 
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J>eacbed C^efar^ and fmarted feverely for it, was A. Urb. 694^ 
now inftrufted how to make amends for that ftep, ^^^ 48. 
by fwearing a plot upon the oppofite party ; par-^ Juljus 
ticularly upon young Curioj the brifkeft oppofer C^sar, 
oi the Triumvirate. For this purpofe, he infmu-M.CALPUR. 
ated himfelf into Curio's acquaintance, and when nius Bibu- 
he was grown familiar, opened to him a refolu- 
tion which he pretended to have taken, of kill- 
ing Pompey -, in expedlation of drawing fome ap- 
probation of it from him : but Curio carried the 
ftory to his father, who gave immediate informa- 
tion of it to Pompey 4 and fa the matter, being 
made public, was brought before the Senate. This 
was a difappointment to Vettius, who had laid his 
meafures fo, " that he himfelf fhould have been 
** feized in the Forum with a poignard, and his 
** flaves taken alfo with poignards ; and upon his 
*• examination, was to have made the firft difco- 
** very, if Curio had not prevented him. But 
•* being now examined before the Senate, he de- 
** nied at firft his having any fuch difcourfe with 
*^ Curio •, but prefently recanted, and offered to 
*' difcover what he knew, upon promife of par- 
" don, which was readily granted : he then told 
*' them, that there was a plot formed by many 
** of the young Nobility, of which Curio was the 
" head : that Faullus was engaged in it from the 
" firft, with Brutus alfo and Lentulus, the Ion of 
*' the Flamen^ with the privity of his father : thi't 
" Sepcimius, the fecrecary of Bibulus, had brought 
*' him a dagger from Bibulus himfelf — This was 
*' thought ridiculous, that Vettius fliould not be 
*' able to procure a dagger, unlefs the Cpnful had 
«* given him one. — Young Curio'was called in to 
*' anfwer to Vettius's information, who foon con- 
** founded him, and ftiewed his narrative to be in- 
*• confiftent and impoffible : for he had depofeJ, 

Y 3 *' that 
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A. Urb. 694.<« that the young Nobles had agreed to attack 
Cic. 48. <4 Pompey in the Forum, on the day when Ga- 
C TuLius *' binius gave his (hew of Gladiators, and that 
C^.sAR. " Paullus was to be the leader in the attack; 
M.Calpur." but it appeared, that Paullus was in Macedo-' 
NiusRiBu-cc nia at that very time. The Senate therefore 
^^^' *' ordered Vcttius to be clapt into irons, and that 

" if any man releafed him, he Ihould be deemed 
•* a public enemy." 
» CiTiSAR however, unwilling to let the matter 

drop fo eafily, brought him out again. the next 
day, r2^\i produced him to the people in the Rofira ; 
^ind in that place , where Bibulus^ though Confidj 
durji net venture to Jhew him/elf, exhibited tins 
wretch^ as his puppet, to- utter whatever he Jbould 
think Jit to infpire. Vcttius impeached fevcral here, 
whom he had not named before in the Senate ; 
particularly Lucullus and Domitius ; he did not 
name Cicero, but faid, that a certain Senator of 
great eloquence, and Confular rank, and a neighbour 
cf the Conful, had told him^ that the times wanted 
Another Brutus or Ahala, When he had done, and 
was going down, being called back again and 
whifpcrcd by Vatinius, and then afked aloud, 
whether he could rccolleft nothing more, he far- 
ther declared, that Pi fo, Cicero's fon. in law, and 
M. LrJere}:Jis were alfo privy to the dcfign [^]. But 
ii: !r::>i:cned in this, as it commonly does in all 
plots (A the fame kind, that the too great eager- 
neis of the managers deflroyed it's effedl ; for, by 
the extravagance to which it" was pulhed, it con- 
futed itfelf ; and was entertained with lb general 
a contempt by all orders, that CjEfar was glad to 
get rid 0/ it, hy fir angling crpoyfoningVettiusp'i- 

[/^] Ad Ax, 2. 24. in Vatin, 11. Sucton. J. CseC 20. 

vatdj 
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vately in prifon^ and giving it outy that it was doneP^- Urb. 694. 
iy the Confpirators [I]. » ^c'(r^* 

The Senate had ftill one expedient in referve-^ u?.'^ 

t* * r' • r-> /* 1 1 ' • /• • JULIUS 

. tor mortirying Caelar, by throwing y^wJ? coyitenrptt- c^sar, 
ble ProTnnce upon him at the expiration of his Con- M. Cal- 
fulfhip ; as the care of the woods or the roads ; or ^"rnius 
what Ihould give him at leaft no power to mokft ^^^^^*' 
them [tn\. The dijlribution of the Provinces was^ 
hy ancient ufage and exprefs law^ their undoubted 
prerogative ; which had never been invaded or at- 
tempted by the people [»] ; fo that this piece of 
revenge, or rather felf-defence, feemed to be clearly 
in their power : but Caefar, who valued no law 
or cuftom, which did not ferve his purpofes, with- 
t>ut any regard to the Senate, applied himfelf to 
his better friends, the people ; and by his agent 
Vatinius procured from them, by a new and ex- 
traordinary law, th^ grant oi Ci/alpine Gaul, with 

, £he addition of lUyricum^ for the term of five years. 
This was a cruel blow to the power of the Senate, 
and a direct infringement of the old conftitution ; 
as it transferred to the people a right, which they 
had never exercifed^ or pretended to before [o\ It 
convinced the Senate however, that all oppofition 

[/] Fregerifne in carcere lares, quas C. Gracchus, qui 

cervices ipli ilii Vettio, ne unus maximc popularis fuir, 

quod indicium corrupt] judi- non modo non ablVulit ab Se- 

cii extaret? In Vatin. n . natu, fed etiam ut r.ecoTc 

Caefar — cefpcrans tampras- efl'et, quotannis confticui per 
cipitis confilii eventum, in- Senatum decreta lege fanxic. 
tercepiiTe veneno indicem ere- Pro Dom. 9. 
<iitur. Sueton. J. Csf. 20. [0] Eripueras Senatui pro- 
Plutarch, in Lucull. vinciie decernendae potella- 

[/»] Eandem ob caufara tern; Imperatoris deli^^endi 

opera optimatibus data ell, ut judicium ; aerarii difpenlatio- 

provinciae faturis Coff. mini- nem ; qua: nunquam fibi po- 

mi negotii, id clt, fyIv;E cal- pulus Romanus appetavit, qui 

Icfque, dcceruercntur. Sue- runquam hcec a fummi con-. 

Ion. 19. filii gubernaticne auferte co- 

[w] Tu provincias confu- natus eft. In Va:in. 15. 

y 4 was 
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A. Urb. 694.<< that the young Nobles had agreed 
Cic. 48. <4 Pompey in the Forum, on the day 

*' binius gave his (hew of Gladiators,' 

" Paullus was to be the leader in </' 
but it appeared, that Paullus wa^\ V 
nia at that very time. The S';,,'*.;.,- 

" ordered Vctrius to be clapt intr. \^; V^ 

•' if any man releafed him, he A v. 

" a public enemy." •?./■••.'■ 

Ci^i^SAR however, unwilHrr\. ^V' 

drop fo eafily, brought h!r\;''..:^ •.' 

day, r.::d produced him fo tl'v, '■'. '[ 

/ind in that place, where, % ^^ V *•. 

dw'Ji net venture to Jhrn'-. -^A r- * 

ivretch^ as his fuppet^ t\\ '\ V-. '[•• " 

tbi):k ft to infpire. Vet'-' f \ ^•* 

whom he had i)Ot r p.". ,; 

particularly Lucullrp^ 

name Cicero, but . ^.•* 

great eloquence, an . 

cj the Conful, bac 

another Brutus & 

was going dc 

whifpered by 

whether, he c 

ther dcclar 



tOCOt*-, 

ine, fayske^ I 
do, holdyoar- 
.6 fbon as I call: 
will do every thing in 
J that trouble [?].— My 
.s require you : I fhall want 
•lor . courage, nor forces, if I 
. the time. \ have reafon to be 



.th Varro: Pompey talks divine- 
^ow much do I wifli, that you had 



M. LrJeret 

\z ii:;npen 

ulots'of ^^dcm Galliam do opcram, & dabo, ne fit 

^ fk^^<^ l^^y^ioi. MceiTc. AdAtt.2. 20. 

W Tecum ego dcfidcro. 



nefs of 



-*^;. accepit, 



jnox 



the CX J- '% Comacam quo- turn etiam res ad tempus illpd 

fuced /^f/' J'^^'^*'"«» nc fi vocat. Plurimum confilii, a- 

a cr /^^/J^'P^P**'"^ * ^"C nimi, prxfidii deniqae mihi, 

» .,. r /, J'''^''" ■ ^ ^ ■ fi tc ad tempns videro, accef- 

k^^^ ^i7W'^ ^^ ^"'^ ^a»- ^erit. Varro mihi fatisfacit, 

/A^jiifum profeao amas, Pompeius loquitur divinitiis. 

.i^^fKitoutfis; fi in- Ib.zi. 

4iff^ tit accurras. Sed 

'' ftaid 
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A. Urb. 694. was vain ; fo that when Cscfar foon after cjcdared^ 
Cic. 48. a defire to have the Tranfalpine Gaul added to his 

C TulTus ^^^^^ Provinces, they decreed it to him readily them- 
cisAR, /elves 'j to prevent hts recurring afecondtime to the 

JA.CALvvK^pecple, ami eftabUftdng a precedent ^ fo fatal to their 
viv^BiBv^ authority [p]. 

^^'' Clodius began now to threaten Cicero with all 

the terrors of hisTribunate ; to which he was defi- 
ed without any oppofition : and in proportion as 
the danger approached, Cicero's apprehenfioos 
were every day more and more alarmed. The 
abfence of his friend Atticus, who was lately gone 
to Epirus, was an additional mortification to him : 
for Atticus having a great familiarity with all the 
Clodian family, might have been of fervice, dthcr 
in diffuading Clodius from any attempt, or in filh- 
ing out of him at lead what he really intended. 
Cicero preffed him therefore in every letter to come 
back again to Rome ; ** If you love me, fays he, 
" as much as I am perfuaded you do, hold your- 
•* i'elf ready to run hither, as foon as I call : 
" though I am doing, and will do every thing in 
" my power to fave you that trouble [q\ — My 
•^ wifhes and my affairs require you : I fhall want 
*^ neither counfil, nor courage, nor forces, if I 
*' fee you here at the time. 1 have reafon to be 
*< fatisfied with Varro : Pompey talks divine- 
«' ly [r]. — How much do I wilh, that you had 

[p] Initio quidem Galliam do operaixi, & dabo, ne fit 

Ciialpinam, adjefto IlJyrico, necefTe. Ad Att. 2. 20. 
Jege Vatinia accepit, mox [r] Te cum ego defidero, 

per Senatum Comatam quo- turn etiam res ad tempus illud 

que : veritis Patribus, ne ii vocat. Plurimum confilii, a- 

ipfi negaflent, populus & hanc nimi, prxfidii denique mihi, 

daret. Sueton. 22. ii te ad tempus videro, accef- 

[f] Tu, fi me amas tan- ferit. Varro mihi fatisfacit, 

turn, quantum profedo amas, Pompeius loquitur diviniciis. 

expeditus facito ut (is ; ii in- lb. 21. 
clamaro, uc accurras. Sed 

*« ftaid 
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*• ftaid at Rome ; as you furely would have done, A. Urb. 694. 
*« if you had imagined how things would happen : ^^S; 48* 
«• we (hould eafily have managed Clodius, or^ t^lius 
** learnt at leaft for certain what he meant to do. cJesar, 
** At prefent he flies about; raves ; knows notM.CALPUR- 
" what he would be at ; threatens many ; and ^^^^ Bibu- 
•* will take his meafures perhaps at laft from ^^^' 
- •* chance. When he refleds, in what a general 
" cxiium the adminiflration of our aflfairs now is, 
•* he feems difpofed to turn his attacks upon the 
" authors of it; but when he confiders their 
*' power, and their armies, he falls again upon 
*' me ; and threatens me both with violence and 
*' a trial — Many things may be tranfadled by our 
«« friend Varro, which, when urged alfo by you, 
«« would have the greater weight ; many things 
*« may be drawn from Clodius himfelf ; many 
*« difcovered, which cannot be concealed from 
•« you ; but it is abfurd to run into particulars, 
«' when I want you for all things — the whole de- 
*' pends on your coming before he enters into his 
*' Magiftracy [s]. Wherefore, if this finds you 
** afleep, awake yourfelf ; if (landing ftill, come 
«' away ; if coming, run ; if running, fly : it is 
'' incredible, what a fl:r€fs I lay on your counfil 
«« and prudence ; but above all, on your love and 
*' adelity, i^c. [/]." 

C-«sar's whole aim in this aflTair was to fubdue 
Cicero's fpirit, and diftrefs,him fo far, as to force 
him to a dependence upon him : for which end, 
while he was privately encouraging Clodius to pur- 
fue him, he was propofmg expedients to Cicero 

[i] Ibid. 22. non eft, quantum ego in con- 

[/] Qaamobrem, (i dor- filiis & prudentia tua, & quod 

mis, expergifcere ; ii ftas, in- maximum eft, quantum in a- 

^redere j fi ingrederis, curre ; . more & fide ponam. Ad Att. 

£ curris, advola. Credebile 2. 23. 

for 



330 ^be History of the Life 

A. Urb. 694. for his fecurity : he offered to put him into the com- 
Cic. 48. miffwHy for dijtributtng the lands of Campania^ with 
C luLius which twe?ity of the principal Senators were charged: 
Cjesar, ^^^ ^^ '^ ^^-^ ^^ invitation onely into the place of m 
hl.CAhpvK-deceafedj and not an original defignationy Cicero did 
Nius BiDu-;;^/ li^i^k it for his dignity to accept it 5 nor cared ob 
^"*' any account to bear a part in an affair fo odious [«] ; 

lie then offered, in the moft obliging manner^ to make 
him one of his Lieutenants in Gaul, an4 preffed it 
earncftly upon him : which was both a fur e and bm- 
rable way of avoiding the danger^ and what he mgbt 
have made ufe of fo far onely ^ as it Jcrved his pur- 
pofe^ without embarraffmg himfelf with the dutf of 
it [x] ; yet Cicero^ after fome hefitation^ declined this • 
alfo. He was unwilHng to owe the obligation of 
his fafety to any man, and much more to Caefar; 
being defirous, if poffibic, to defend himfelf by 
liis own ftrength ; as he could eafily have done, 
if the Triumvirate would not have a£ted agdnft 
him. But this ftiffnefs fo exafperated Caefar, that 
lie refolved immediately to aflift Clodius, with all 
his power, to opprcfs him, and in excufe for it 
afterwards^ ufed to throw the whole blafne on Cicero 
himfelf^ for flighting fo cbfinately all the friendly of- 
fers -'jchicb he made to him \y\. Pompey all this 

while, 

\ii\ Cofconio mortuo, fum velim. Ibid. 18. 
in ejus locum inviiatus. Id Casfar me fibi vult cffe Icr 

r:ia: vocari in locum mortui. gatum. Honediorhaecdedi- 

Nihil me turpiusapud homi- ratio periculi. Scd ego hoc 

i.cs fuiiiet: neque vcro ad nunc repudio. Quid ergo 

iiiam ipfam o^^aAtiai quic- efl ? Pugnare malo : nihil u- 

<;uim alienius. Sunt tnim nr.en certi. Ibid. 19. 
j!Ii apud bones invidiofi. [ r] Ac fclet, cum fe por- 

Ib.d. 19. eat, in me conrerre omnetn 

[a-] a Caifare valde libera- iilorum temporum culpani: 

jitcr invitor in legationem il- ita ms fibi fuifTe inimicum, 

Jam, fibi ut fim legatUc. hia u: ne hoDorem quidem a fc 

.'V; munitior eft, & non impe- accipere vcllem. Att. 9 2. 
die, quo minus adfim, cum Noa 
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?, to prevent his throwing himfelf perhaps A. Urb. 694. 
Casfar's hands, was giving him fhe ftrongeji q^^ ' 
ances^ confirmed by oaths and vows^ that therec Julius 
no danger, and that he would fooner be killed Cmsar, 
^If, than fuffer him to be hurt *, that both Clodius^'^'^''^^^', 
bis brother Appius had folemnly promifed to aSi ^^^^ 
ng againji him^ but to be wholly at bis difpofal ; 
f they did not keep their word^ that he would let 
be world fee, how much he preferred Ckero^s 
dfhip to all his other engagements. In Cicero's 
unt of this to Atticus, Varro, fays he, gives 
^ull fatisfaEtion. Pompey loves me, and treats 
'iitb great kindnefs. Do you believe him ? youHl 

Tes I do. He convinces tne^ that be is in 
fi. — Tetjince all men of affairs, in their hifto* 

reflections, and even Poets too in their verfes 

mfh us always to be upon cur guard, nor to be^ 

too eajily •, / comply with them in one thing ; to 

\U proper caution, as far as I am able ; but for 

other, find it impofftble for me not to believe 



>n caruerunt fufpicione 
;ffi Ciceronis, Caefar & 
peias. Hoc fibi contra- 
videbatur Cicero, quod 
XX. viros dividendo agro 
pano effe noluiffet. Veil. 
2. 45. 

] Pompeias omnia polli- 
& Csefar : quibus ego 
Tcdo, ut nihil de mea 
>aratione diminuam* Ad 
it. Fr. I. 2. 

>mpeius amat nos, carof- 
babet. Credis ? inquies. 
O : Prorfus mihi perfua- 
Sed quia, ut video, 
matici homines omnibus 
ricis praeceptisi vcrfibus 



deniquc cavere jubent, tc ve- 
tant credere ; alteram facio, 
ut caveam : alterum, ut non 
credam, facere non pofTum, 
Clodius adhuc mihi denun- 
ciat periculum ; Pompeius 
afHrmat non e/Te pericu- 
lum ; adjurat, addit etiam^ 
fe prius occifum iri ab eo, 
quam me^violatum iri. Ad 
Att. 2. 20. 

Fidem recepifle fibi & Clo- 
dium & Appium de me : hanc 
fi ille non fervaret, ita latu- 
rum, ut omnes intelligerent, 
nihil antiquius amicitia noRra 
fuifle, &c. Ibid. 22. 

But 



] 
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A. Urb. 694. But whatever really pafled between Clodius 
Cic. 48. and Pompey ; Cicero perceiving that Clodius 

C TuLius ^^l^^^d in a different ftrain to every body elfe, and 
C^sAR, denounced nothing but war and ruin to him, be- 

M.CALPUR.gan to be very lufpicious of Pompey, andpre- 
HiusBiBu- pared to defend himfclf by his gcnuin forces, the 
^^*' Senate and the Knights, with the honeft of all 

ranks, who were ready to fly to his afliftance, 
from all parts of Italy \a\ This was the fitua- 
tion of affairs, when Clodius entered upon tht 
tribunate \ where his firft aft was, to put the 
fame affront on Bibulus, which had been offered 
before to Cicero, on laying down that office, by 
not fuffering him to /peak to the people^ but onelj to 
take the accufiomed oath. 

Q^ Metellus Celer, an excellent Citizen 
and Patriot, who from his Confulfhip obtained 
the Government of Gaul, to which Casfar now 
fucceded, died fuddenly this fummer at Rome, in 
the vigor of his health and flower of his age, not 
without fufpicion of violence.' His wife, the Jijier 
of Clodius^ 2i lewd, intriguing woman, was com- 
monly thought to have poyfoned him ; as well to 
revenge his oppofition to all the attempts of her 
brother, as to gain the greater liberty of purfuing 
her own amours. Cicero does not fcruple to 
charge her with it in his fpeech for Caslius, where 
he gives a moving account of the death of her 
hufband, whom he vifited in his lafl: moments; 
when in broken^ faultering accents he foretold tht 

[tf] Clodius eft inimicus Si diem Clodius dixerit, 

jiobis. Poir.peius confirmat tota Italia concurret-^fin au- 

cum nihil fafturum efFe con- tern vi agere conabitur — ora- 

tra me. Mihi periculofum nes fe Zc fuos liberos, amicos, 

eft credere: ad refiftendum clientes, libertos, fervos, pe- 

me paro. Studia fpero me cunias denique faas poUicen- 

fumma habiturum omnium tur. Ad Quint. Fr. 1. 2. 
. ordinam. Ibid. zi. 

fiorm^ 



LUS, 
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ftormj which was ready to break, both upon Cicero A. Vrh^Gg^. 
and the Republic ; and in the midjl of his agonies ^^S: 48. 
ftgnijiedit to be his omly concern in dying that ^'^c. Julius 
friend and his country fhould be deprived of his help Cjesar, 
at fo critical a conjunSiure [b]. M.Calpur- 

By Metellus's death a place became vacant in ^^^^^Bibu- 
the College of Augurs : and though Cicero was fo 
(hy of accepting any favor from the Triumvirate^ 
yet he feems inclined to have accepted this, if it 
had been offered to him, as he intimates in a letter 
to Atticus. Tell me^ fays he, e^ery tittle of news 
that is fiirring ; and Jince Nepos is leaving Rome^ 
who is to have his brother^ s Augurate: it is the 
onely thing with which they could tempt me. Obferve 
my weaknefs ! But what have I to do withfuch things^ 
to which I long to bid adieu^ and turn myfelf intirely 
to Philofophy ? I am now in earneft to do it ^ and 
wifb that I had been fo from the beginning \c\ But 

his 



^F^ Cum ille — tertio die 
poit quam in caria, quam in 
roflris, quam in Repub. flo- 
ruiiTec, integerrima astate, Op- 
timo habitu, maximis viribus, 
eriperetur bonis omnibus at- 
que univerfae civitati. — Cum 
meincuens flentem iigniiicabac 
interruptis atque morientibus 
vocibus, quanta impenderet 
procella urbi> quanta tempef- 
tas civitati — ut non fe emori^ 
quam fpoliari fuo prsefidiO 
cum patriam, turn etiam me 
doleret. — Ex hac igitur domo 
progrefTa ilia mulier de vene- 
ni celeritate dicere audebit ? 
Pro Caslio, 24. , 

[r] Et numquid novi om- 
nino : &quoniam Nepos pro- 
ficifcitur, cuinam Auguratus 
jdeferatur^ quo quidem uno 



ego ab iftis capi pofTum. Vide 
levitatem meam f Sed quid 
ego haec, quse cupio deponere« 
& toto animo atque omnicu- 
ra 9(^o7o^f^v ? Sjc, inquam, in 
animo ell ; vellem ab initio. 
Ad Att. 2. 5. 

An ingenious French wri- 
ter, and an Englilh one alfo, 
not lefs ingenious, have taken 
occafion from this pafTage to 
form a heavy charge againft 
Cicero both in his civil and 
moral character. The French- 
man defcants with great gra- 
vity on the foible of human nw 
ture^ and the aftonijhing iveak' 
nefs of our Orator ^ in fuffering 
a thought to drop from him^ 
njchich mujl for e*ver ruin his 
credit nvifh pofterityj and de- 
Jiroy that high opinion of his 
virtue. 
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A. Urb. 694- his inclination to the Augurate, at this time, was 

^r* ir^* nothing elfe, we fee, but a fudden ftatt of an un- 

C. Julius weighed thought ; no fooner thrown out, than 

C/ESAR, retraced; and dropt onely to Atticus, to whom 

M.CALPUR-he ufed to open all his thoughts with the fame free- 

NiusBiBv-^^^^ with which they offered them/elves to bis em 

mind [^] ; for it is certain, that he might have 

had this very Augurate^ if he had thought it worth 

afking for ; nay, in a letter to Cato, who could 

not be ignorant of the faft, he fays, that he had 

a£lually flighted it ; which fcems indeed to hsiWt 

been the cafe [^] : for though he was within 

twenty miles of Rome, yet he never ftirred from 

his retreat to foHicit or offer himfelf for it, which 

ne muft neceffarily have done, if he had any real 

defire to obtain it. 

Cicero's fortunes fcemcd now to be in a tot- 
tering condition : his enemies were gaining ground 
upon him, and ,any addition of help from the 
new Magiftrates might turn the fcale to his ruin. 
Catulus ufed to tell him, that he had no caufe to fear 

^virtue, ixhich be labors e'very his thoughts, but to accept 

nvhere to inculcate. But a any thing from them, or faffer 

proper attention to the gene- himfelf to be obliged to tbem. 

lal tenor of his condmfl would See Hift. de TExil deCiceron. 

eafily have convinced him of p. 42. Conliderations on the 

the abfurdity^of fo fevere an Life of Cic. p. 27. 
interpretation ; and the fafts [^] Ego tecum, tanqnam 

produced in this hiftory abun- mecum loquor. Ad. Att. 8.14. 
dantly (hew, that the naffage [/?] Sacerdotium dcnique, 

itfelf cannot admit any other cum,quemadmodum te exifti- 

fenfe, than what I have given mare arbitror, non difficilli- 

to it, as it is rendered alfo by me confequi polTem, nonap- 

Mr. Mongault, the judicious pedvi, — Idem poft injuriam 

Tranflator of the Epidles to acceptam — ftuduiquamorna- 

Atticus, viz. that the Augu- tifiima Senatus populiqiie Ro- 

rate 'was the o?iely bait, that mani de me judicia interce* 

could tempt him ; not to go into dere. Itaque & Augur poftea 

the meafurcs of the Triumi'it fieri volui, quod antea ne- 

rate, for that was never in glc^eram. Ep. fam. 15. 4* 

any 
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afry thing ; for that one good Conful was fufficient to 
froteSl him ; and Rome bad never known two bad 
ones in office together^ except in Gnna^s tyranny [/]. 
But that day was now come ; and Rome faw in 
this year, what it had never feen before in peacefull 
times fince it's foundation, two profligate men ad- 
vanced to that high dignity. 

These were L. Calpurnius Pifo and A. Gabi-A. Urb. 695. 
nius ; the one, the father-in-law of defar ; the ^i* ^ 
other, the creature of Pompey. Before their en-L, Calpur- 
trance into office, Cicero had conceived great hopes nius Pr so, 
of themy and not without reafon : for, by the mar- A. Gabini- 
^iage of his daughter, he was allied to Pifo ; who ^** 
continued to give him all the marks of his confi- 
dence, and had employed him, in his late elefti- 
on, topreftde over the votes of the leading Century ; 
and when he entered into his office, on the firft of 
January, alked his opinion the third in the Se- 
ftatCy or the next after Pompey and CrafTus [g] : 
and he might flatter himfclf alfo probably, that, 
on account of the influence which they were under, 
they would not be very forward to declare them- 
felves againfl him [h]. But he prefently found 

himfelf ^ 

[/] Audieram ex fapicn- Tu mifericors me affinem 

tiffimo homine — Q^ Catalo^ tuum, quern tuis comitiis pra:- 

lion fsepeun urn Confulem im- rogativas primum cuflodem 

probam, duos vero nunquam pra^feceras ; quem kalendis 

poll Romam conditam, ex- Januariis tertio loco fententi- 

ccpto illo Cinnano tempore, am rogaras, conftriftum ini- 

fuilTe. Quare meam caufam micisReipub.tradidifli. Pod 

femper fore firmiffimam di- red. in Sen. 7. In Pif. 5, 6. 

cere folebat, dum vel unus in [h] The Author of the 

Repub. Conful efTet. Poft Exit of Cicero ^ to aggravate 

red. in Sen. 4. the perfidy of Gabinius, tells 

\g\ Confules fe optime us, that Cicero had defended 

oHendunt. Ad Quint. Fr* him in a capital caufe, and 

1,2. " produces a fragment of the 

Oration ; 
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A. Urb. 695. himfelf deceived : for Clodius had already fecured 
Cic. 49. them to his meafures, by a private contrail to pro^ 

L CALFuti'^^^ ^^^ ^*^^* by a grata of the people^ two of tU 
mv^? 110^^0 Governments of the Empire \ for Pifo^ Mau- 

A. GABifii'donia^ with Greece and Tbejaly i for Gabinius, Cir 
V** licia : and when this laft was not thought good 

enough, and Gabinius feemed to be difpleafed 
with his bargain, 1/ was exchanged foon after f$r 
Syria^ with a power of making war upon the Par- 
ihians [/']. For this price they agreed to fcrvc 
him in all his dedgns, and particularly in the op- 
preffions of Cicero ; who, on that account, often 
calls them, not Confuls^ but brokers of Provinces^ 
and fellers of their Country [k]. 

They were, both of them, equally corrupt in 
their morals yet very different in their tempers. 
Pifo had been accufed the year before by P. Clo- 
dius, of plundering and opprefTing the allies: 
when by throwing himfcjf at the feet of his judges 
in the moft abjeft manner, and in the midft of a 
violent rain, he is faid to have moved the compaf- 
fion of the bench, who thought it puniflimcnt 
enough for a man of his birth, to be reduced to 
the neceffity of proftrating himfelf fo miferably, 
and rifing lb deformed and befmeared with dirt [/]. 

But 

Oration : but be miftakes tbe Cui quidem cam Ciliciam 

time of the fad ; for that de- dediiTes, matafti padionem 

fence was not made till feve- Sc — Gabinio, pretio amplifi* 

ral years after this Conful- cato, Syriam nominacim dc- 

fhip ; as we fhall fee hereafter difti. Pro Dom. 9. 

in it's proper place. Hiil. de [/f] Non Confutes, fed Mer- 

TExile de Cic. p. 11^. catores pro vinci arum, ac ven- 

[/] Foedus fecerunt cum dicores veftrae dignitatis. Pofl 

Tnbuno pleb. palam, ut ab red. in Sen. 4. 

CO provincia^ acciperent, quas . [/] L. Pifo, a P. Clodio 

vellent — id autem foedus meo acculatus, quod graves & ia- 

fanguine idlum fanciri poflc tolerabiles inj arias fociisintu- 

diccbant. Pro Sex. 10, liiTet, haud dubiae ruinsemc* 

torn 
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It tii truth, it was Ciefar's authority that faved A. tJrb. 6gji 
m ind ttcbncilfed him at the fame time to CIp- ^^'i^' 
js. in, his oilt^ard carriage, he affefted thcL q^^j^^v^, 
ieh.and garb oF 4 Phirofbphef i and his afpcft SiusPiao,' 
eatly contributed to gi\^e him the credit of that A. Gabimi^ 
araaer : he was jevere in Ms looks \ fiuoHd in bis ^'* 
p ; flow in his Jpeed? ; morofe iA ms inanners j 
f very piiiure bf dntiqm^^ and a^ pattern of tkk 
"nieni Republic ; ambitious to be tJbot^t a Pdtfiot^^ 
d a reviver if the old difcipline. But tKi^ garb 
rigid virtue covered a moft le\^d and vicioui 
hd : he was Airrounded always with Greeks^ 
in^rint a notion of his teaming : but while others 
iertaingd .th(?m for the improvenknt of tbeit^ 
Aifled^ei he^ for the gratification of bis tufts \ as 
cooks^ iispw^Sj or bis drunken toinpanions. Ih 
jrt, he tfras a dirty, fbttifti, ftupid Epicurean j 
illowihg in all the low and filthy pleafures bf 
; ; //// n falfe opinion of his wifdofH^ thefplendoir 
his great family y and the fmoaky images of ancef 
's whom he refembted in notbi^ ibt bis coin^ 
icion^ recommended him to the Confulfhip •, which 
pofed the genuin temper and (alents of the 
iiitJ*]. .. 

(I ferhiitd austilid vitavit— pere, obflra hac purpura pic* 

itjaiilfktiiigrareseaih|>Ge- beia> &r )>efie fafca: Capillo 

I fociift dedifie arbicriici fuht ita horridd, ilt— Untl erat 

^ dtdaftam nfeceffltatis, dt gr^vlcas in ocnlb, tanta con- 

iiceftefetamfop^licitiir, aat tra£liq frontis, iit illo fuper- 

ollere.taind^forfiiicercbg6- ^illb Refpiib. tan^uam At* 

or.. Val. M. 8. t. lante ctelutn, nitt videretnr. 

E*i C^tn t^ttr.incedtbkt ? [Pro Sext. 8;] Quia triileixi 

cm trdculfcntas ? ^uatA ter- femt)er, quia cacicurnuni, quii 

ilh ftfpe^iu ? Ali^iienf ce fdbhorridoxh atque ihcolcuni 

bkrbatii iili^, exiihplQm vid^biinc, J6^ quod erat eo no* 

ifeHa impiBriiy iinagin^m tnine, Ut^n^nfcrati famllisc 

d^uitatis, columen Reipub. frugalitai videretur ; fave* 

:ere8 intneri. VeftitUs atf- bant«-CteDitn animas ejus 
Vot. I. Z vulttt. 
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A. Urb. 69$. His Collegue Gabinius was no hypocriU but a 

^r * i9* profcflcd rake from the beginning ; gof^ f^ff^fi^ 

L. Calfur.^^*''^^^' ^^^^-^ curled^ and perfumed\ ondBoai 

NIU5 Piso» in aperpetual debauch of gaming^ wine^ and woma\ 

A. Gabini. void of every principle of virtue, honor, and pro* 

^'* bity ; and fo defperate in his fortunes through the 

extravagance of his pleafures, that he had no other 

refource, or hopes of fubfiftence, but from the 

plunder of the Republic. In his Tribunate, to 

pay his court to Pompey, he expofed to the mob tie 

plan of Lucullus^s houfe^ to (hew what an expenlive 

fabric one of the greateft fubjeAs of Rome was 

building, as he would intimate, oui of tbt fjinU of 

the Treafury : yet this vain man, opprelied with 

debts, and fcarce able to (hew his head, foand 

means, from the perquifttes of bis Confulfhip^ to M2i 

a much more magnificent palace^ than Ltintlbis huh 

felf had done [»]. No wonder then, that twoJoA 

Conftdsy ready to facrifice the Empire idelf to 

their lufts and pleafures, (hould barter away Ae 

fafecy and fortunes of a private Senator, whofe 

virtue was a (landing reproof to them, and whofe 



vulta, flagitia paitetibus tege- 
baotor — laudabat homo doc- 
tus Philofophot nefclo quos 
•—9. Jacebac in fuo Grasco- 
rum foetore k vino-— Grzci 
ilipati, quini in ledulis, fxpe 
piures. Tn Pif, 10. 27. 

His utitur qaafi praefeflis 
libidinum faarum : hi volup- 
tates omnes veftigant atque 
odorantar : hi funt conditorei 
inftraAorefque convivii, &c. 
Poft. red. in Sen. 6. 

Obrepiili ad honores erro- 
re hominum, commendatione 
fusnofaram imagintiiDi qua* 



ram fimile nihil habes prs- 
ter colorem. In Pif. i. 

[ri] Alter angaendsaffloent, 
calamiftrata coma, defpdens 
confcios fidprorum — fefeUit 
neminem — homincffl cmv- 
fam fubito ex dio^Qraii vm^ 
bris Inilrorani ac finpronUB ' 
—vino, ganeis, lenodniisi 
adulteriifqae confcAom. Flto 
Sexc. 9, 

Cur ille gorges, heloatos 
tecnm fimal Rcipub, faogoi- 
nem^ad coelum tamen extraxit 
villamin Tofcnlano Tifceri* 
bus vrariL Pro Dom. 47* 
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very prefence gave fome check to the free indul-A. Urb. 695. 
gence of their vices. ^l^ ^9- 

Clod I us having gained the Confuls, made hisj[^^ Calpuk- 
next attempt upon the people, by obliging them niusPiso, 
.with feveral new laws, contrived chiefly for theirA. Gabini- 
advantage, which he now promulgated. Firft, "•• 
tha^ cornjhould be diftributed gratis to the Citizens, 
Socondiy, that no Magiftrates Jhould take the Au- 
fpiceSj or obferve the heavens , when the people were 
ailually ajfetnbled on public bujinefs. Thirdly, thai 
the old Companies or Fraternities of the City^ which 
the Senate had abolijhed^ Jhould he revived^ and new 
mes inftituted. Fourthly, to pleafe thofe alfo of 
higher rank, that the Cenfors Jloould not expell from 
the Senate^ or infliSi any mark of infamy on atry man^ 
tvho was notfirji openly accufed and conviSed of fome 
crime by their joint fentence [0]. Thefe laws, though 
generally agreeable, were highly unfeafonablc ; 
tending to relax the public difcipline, at a time 
when it wanted moft to be reinforced: Cicero took 
them all to be levelled at himfelf, and contrjved 
to* pave the way to his ruin ; fo that he provided • 
his friend. L. Ninnius, one of the Tribuns, to put 
his negative upon them ; efpecially on the law ofFra- 
fermties'y which, under color of incorporating 
thofe focieties, gave Clodius an opportunity of ga- 
tbering an army^ and enlifting into his fervice all the 
(cu^m and dregs of the City [p]. Dion Caffius fays, 
thai Clodius fearing, left this oppofition fhould retard 
the effe£f of his other projects, perlbaded Cicero, in 
m amicable conference, to withdraw his *Tribun, 
md give no interruption to his laws^ upon a promife 

[tf] Vid. Orat. in Pifon. reftituta, fed innumcrabilia 

\. 8c notas Afconii. Dio. 1. qaaedam nova ex omni fsece 

^8. p. 67. urbis ac fervicio coDcitata. 

If] Collegia, non ea fo- In Pifpn. 4. 
UDi; quae Senacus faftulcrat, 

Z 2 and 
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A-Urb. 69;.j«i ccrJiticKy tia! he 'xould not mdke mf alimfi 
^*^: p- ctgr.ijijl him [j] : but \\c find from Cicero's acomuti 

L cTLPUf.-^'^^^ *- ^^^ ^'^^ advice of his friends, which m- 
KiuiPiso, duced him to be quiet againft his own judge* 

A. GABiM-ment; iecaufe the Icts tbemjik'ts were pipidtr^ 
*''• and did nat fafcndly affeB bim : though he blamed 

himfcrif foon afterwards for his indolence, and 
expoflulatcd with Atticus for adviGng hioi toit; 
when he felt to his cod the advantage which Clo- 
dius had gained by it [r]. 

Fon the true defign of all thcfe lam was^ tt 
introduce onely with better grace, the grand plot 
of the pi ay ; the banijbment of Cicero : wluch was 
now directly attempted by a fpecial law, ifflpoit- 
ing, that who ever had taken the life sfa GK^Jzoin* 
condemned and without a trials fiomli be frMM 
from fire and tvat^r [s]. Though Cicero was not 
named, yet he was marked out by the law : U) 
crime was, the putting Catiline*s accott^ces to JeeA\ 
' which though not done by his (ingle authority, 

but by a general vote of the Senate^ and after o fi* 
Icmn hearing and debate^ was alledg^d co be iflSsa4 
and contrary to the liberties of the people. Cicero, 
finding himfclf thus reduced to the condition of a 
criminal, changed his habit upon itj as it was ufual 
in the cafe of a public impeachment 5 and appeared 
about the ftreets in a fordid or mourning govsih ^ 
excite the compaffion of his Citizens : whilftCIo^ 
dius, at the head of his mob^ contrived to meet etd 
infult him at eveiy turn ; reproaching inm fer bb 
cowardice and dejeSlion^ and throwing diri and ft<M 
at him [/]. but Cicero foon gathered fricwb 

[q] Did, 1. 38. p. 67. ^ [./] Qui circa RomiiWB| 
[;-J Nunquam efles paiTus indcmDacam perimiflcti ^ 
xnihi perfuaderi, utile nobis aq4]a & igni interdicefetlTi 
ciFe legem de Collegiis per- Veil. Pat. 2. 45. 
fcffi. Ad Act. 3. 15. [fi Plutaroh. Cicero. 

onougb 
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mough about him to fecure him frpm fuch in-A. Urb. 695. 
kilts \ *' the whole body of the Knights and the ^[^•49- 

* young Nobility, to the number of twenty j^ Calpur- 
« thoufand [«], with young Craflus at their head; niusPiso, 
^ who all changed their habit, and perpetually A. Gabin|« 

* attended him about the City, to implore the ^^• 

* proteftion ^nd affiftance of the people. 

. The City was now in great agitation, and every 
part of it engaged on one fide or the other. The 
Senate niet in the Temple of Concord ; while Cicero's 
Friends aflembled in the Capitol^ whence all the 
ICnights and the young Nobles went in their habit 
bli mourning to throw themfelves at the feet of the 
ponfuis, and beg their interpofition in Cicero's 
fijivon Pifo kept his houfe that day on purpofe 
B9 avoid them ; but Gabinius received them with 
ihtolerable rudenefs, though their peticion was 
feconded by. the intreaties and tears of the whole 
Senate : be treated Cicero^ s charaSler and Confuljhip 
with the utmoji derijion^ and repulfed the whole 
iM>mpany with threats and infults for their fruitlefs ' 
wns tp fupport a Jinking caufe. This raifed great 
indignation in the aflembly ; where the Tribun 
ffinmuSy inftead of being difcouraged by the vio- 
lence of the Conful, made a motion, that the Se- 
Mtf alfojhould change their habit with the rejh of th& 
Vitf i which was agreed to injlantfy by an unanimous 
xioU* Gabinius, enraged at this, flew out of the 
Senate into the Forum ; where he declared to the 
pieople from the Roftra, " that men were miftaken 
^« to imagine, that the Senate had any power in 
« the Republic ; that the I^nights Ibovjld pay dear 
•* for that day's work ; when, in Cicerp's Conr 
** fulfhip, they kept guard \x\ the Capitol with 

[u\ Pro me praefente Se« niillia veftem mataverunt. 
patna, hominun^aue yiginti Poft. red. ad C^ir. 3. 

Z 3 ^* their 
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A. Urb. 695." their drawn fwords : and that the hour was 
Cic. 49. »c jiQ^ come, when thofe, who lived at that 

L Cal^ur-" ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ fliould revenge thcmfelves on 
KiusPiso," their enemies: and to confirm the truth of 

A. Gabimi-<' what he faid, he baniflied L. Lamia, a Ro- 
u»' " man Knight, two hundred miles from the 

" City, for his- diftinguilhed zeal and aftivity in 
*' Cicero's fervice [x] ;" an aft of power, which 
no Conful before him had ever prefumed to ex- 
ert on any Citizen ; which was followed prefent- 
ly " by an edift from both the Confuls; for- 
** bidding the Senate to put their late vote in 
** execution, and enjoining them to refume their 
•* ordinary drefs [y]. And where is there, lays 
" Cicero, in all hiftory, a more illuftrious tcfti- 
** mony to the honor of any man, than, that all 
** thehoneft by private inclination, and theSe- 
" nate by a public decree, (hould change their 



[x] Hie fubito cum incre- 
dibilis in Capitolium multi- 
tudo ex tota urbe, cundaque 
Italia conveniflet, veilem mu- 
tandam omnes, xneque etiam 
omni rationc, privaro confi- 
]io» quoniam publicis ducibus 
Refpub. careret^defendmdum 
putarunt. Erat codcro tem- 
pore Senatus in aede Concor- 
diae, — cum flcns univerfusor- 
do cincinnatum Confu^em ora- 
bat, nam alter ille horridus 
^ feveras domi fe confulco 
tenebac. Qua turn fuperbia 
ccenum illad ac labcs amplif- 
fimi ordinis preces 6c clarifli- 
morum civium lacrymas re- 
pudiavit ? Mc ipfum ut con- 
tcmfit helluo patriae F^i— Veftris 
precibus a latrone ifto repu* 
diatis, vir incredibili fide—* 



L. Ninnius ad Senatam de 
Repub. retulit. ScDacufqae 
frequens veflem pro mea fa- 
luce mutandam cenfuic^Ex- 
aniinacus evolat e Senata— 
advocac coDcionexn — ernre 
homines, (1 etiam torn Sena- 
turn aliquid in Rep. poffe jV- 
bitrarentur. — VenifTe tempos 
lis, qui in timore fuiflent, q1- 
cifcendi fe. — L. Lamiam— in 
concione relegavit. edixitqae 
ut ab urbe abeiTet millia ptf- 
fuum ducenta — [Pro Sext. 
II, 12, 13. it. poft red. in 
Sen. 5.] Quod ante id tern- 
pus civi Romano contigit nc- 
mini. Epiii. fam. 11. 16. 

[y] Cum fubito cdicont 
duo Confulesy ut ad fuom 
veHitum Senatores redirent* 
Ep. fam. II. 14. 

«« habit 
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*• habit for the fake of a fingle Citizen ? [2]." A. Urb. 695. 

But the refolution of changing ins gown was too ^'^- 94- 
hafty and inconfidcrate, and helped to precipitate^^ Calpwr- 
his ruin. He was not named in the law, nor per- mivs Piio, 
(bnally afFefted by it : the terms of it were general A. Gabimi- 
and feemingly juft, reached onely to thofe, who ^'* 
bad taken the life of a Citizen ilkgaUy. Whether 
this was his cafe, or not, was not yet the point in 
iflue, but to be the fubjeA of another trial : fo that 
by making himfelf a criminal before his time, he 
{hortened the trouble of his enemies, difcouraged 
his friends, and made his cafe more defperate than 
he needed to have done : whereas, if he had taken 
the part of commending pr flighting the law^ as being 
wholly unconcerned in it ; and when he came to be- 
a^flually attacked by a fecond law, and brought to 
a trial upon it, had flood refolutely upon his de- 
fence, he might have baffled the malice of his pro- 
fecutors. He was fenfible of his error, when it was 
too late ; and oft reproaches Atticus^ that being a 
Jtanderby, and kfs heated in the game than himfelf^ be 
vmdd fuffer him to mnke fuch blunders [tf]. 

As the other Confute Pifo, had not yet explicitely 
declared himfelf, fo Cicero, accompanied by his 
Jon^in-law^ who was his near kinfman, took occa* 
iion to make him a vifit, in hopes to move him 

[«} Quid enim qaifquam primom meam confiliam de« 

potett ex omai memoria fu- fuit ; fed etiam obfait. Cae* 

mere illuflrias, qaam pro u- ci, caeci, inquaniy fuimas ia 

no cive & bones omnes pri- veftitu mucando, in populo 

▼ato confenfo, U ODiverurm rogando. Qaod, nifi nomi« 

Senatom publico confilio mu- natim mecum agi coeptum 

ufleveftem? Ibid. 12. eflet, perniciofum fuit — Me, 

[«] Nam prior lex nos ni- meoi meis tradidi ioimicis, 

hil Isedebat : quam fi» at eft infpef^ante & tacente te ; qui, 

promnlgata, laudare voluiile* fi non plus ingenio valebas 

mus, ant, ut erat negligenda, quam ego, certe timebas mi- 

fiegligere, nocere omninono- nnt« Ad Au. 3.. 15* 
bis non potaiflec. Hie mihi 

Z 4 ta 
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A.Urb. 69s* to efpoufe his caufc, and fuppon (he auchqr^ts qf 

^C ff^ ^^^ Senate. They went to him about eleven in 
L. Calpur-^'I^ mdrning, and foupd him, as Cicero afterwardi 

viusPiso, told the Senate, '^ coming put iFro(p a little, dirtf 
A. Gaiiipi-" hovel frelh f rom thp laft night*$ debauch, wit^ 

'^* ' f * his flippers on, his head m\iffled, and his bf^ath 
** fo (trong of wipe, that they could hs^rc^y bea^ 

V the (cent of it : he excufcd his diref^i wd fineij 
^* of wine, on the account of (lis ill health ; £q( 
U which he wa$ obliged, he f^d, to t^e ibmo 

V vinoys (nedipnes; but he kept them landing 
** all the while in that filthy place, till tticy haq 

V finiflied their bufinefs. As foqn as Cknp cn-r 
f^ tered into the affair, he frankly told them* that 
** Gfabinius was fo miferably poor, as not to bfi 
** able to (hew his head \ and muft ht Utterly 
•• ruined, if he could not procur; fopfie riciii prp^ 
** vince ; that he had hopes of one from Clp- 
•* dius, but dcfpaired of any thing from the S&» 
^* nate ; that for his own part, it was hi$ bulinda 
** to humor him on this occahpn, a$ Cicero had 
♦* humored his Collegue in his Cbnfullhipj andl 

V that there was no reafon to implore the help 
•• of the Confuls, (ince it was every plan's duty 
•* to look to himfelf [^J :" which was aU that 
they could get from him. 

Clodius, all the while, was not idle, but 
pufhed on his law with great vigor ; and calling 
the people into the Flaminian Circus^ fummoihed 
thither alfo the young Nobles and the Kmghts^ wh(^ 
'iyerc fo bufy in Cicero*s ca\ife, to give an accowU 

[h"] Egere— Gabirtiaro ; Collegtqieo: nihil efTeqaqd 

fine provincia dare non pbfle : pradidiom CoofiilaBi implq* 

(pem'f^abf re a Tribuno pleb. rarem ; iibi qoemqae confa- 

a Senatu qaideioa detpe- lere oportere, &€••*«— In ^i- 



rafle : hojus ie cqpiditati qb- fan. 6, 
fcqui, iicjii " tgp lcciff€xn ia 
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ef t^eir cpndufi to (ht ajfemily : but ^s foon a^ theyA. Url[>. 695* 
j^ppeared, be ordered his fiaves and mercm(iries to q^^' 
f{dl upon them with drawn fwords^ and vollies ^l. Caipvr- 
Jtones^^ in fo rude z/ fiianner, that fiorthifiu^ was ^nv« Puo» 
'fUnoJl killed^ and yibienusy another Senator ^ fo ^-A. Ga^ih^*: 
Iperatffy kfrtj that he Sedfoon^ter of^ wounds [c]. V»r 
Here he produced the two CoHfuk^ to deliver their 
fcntimcnts to the people on the merit of Cicero*^ 
Ccnfulfibip ; when G^bimus declared with great gra^ 
vity that be utterly condemned the putting Qti^nanf 
fc death without a trial: Pifo onely faid, that h 
padalwffjfs hfen on the merciful Jide^ and bad a great 
{poerfion to cruelty [d]. The reafon of holding thi$ 
afi^mbly in the Flaminian Circus^ without the gate| 
pf Rome, was to give C^far an opportunity of 
fMEfting at it, who, being now inv^ed with 4^ miH^ 
fary command^ could not appear within tb^ waUu 
Caefar therefore being called upon, after the Con- 
fuls, to deliver his mind on the fame queflion, 4e- 
frlared, ^* that the procedings againft Lentulus and 
f ^ the reil were irregular and illegal ; but that he 
^^ could not approve the defign of puniQiing any 
!< body for them : that all the world knew hi« 
f* fenfe of the master, and that he had given hi$ 
;f* vote againft taking away their lives ; yet he did 

. [r] Qui adefle nobiliffimo) amiferit* Pro Mil* 14. 
aid61efceotes» hoAeiliiEinQs E- {d^ Prefik voce ^ tema- 

fg[uites Romanos deprecatores Icnta, qood in civcs indem* 

|xieaB falutia juflerit; eofqae natos eflet aniinadverfuiDy 

opc^rarafn fi^trMm gladiis d? id iibi dixit gravis ao6lor v?-^ 

Upidibus objeceric. Pro Sext. kementiffime difplicere, Poft 

I'z. ^ red. in Sen. 6. 

VxiXhmc ipfam Horten' Cum cRe^ intenrogatos qmd 

iium, luinen & omamex^tum fendres de Confuiata meo, 

|Leipnb. papne interiici fervb*- refpondeiy crndelitatem tibi 

rum niani^f— qua in turba C. non plaeere. In Pif. 6; Te 

yihienusy Senator, vir opti- Temper mifericordem faifle* 

^us, cum hoc cum efict una* Poft red. in Sen, 7. 
iqi eft mol^tas, uc vitam 

? "^ Jf not 
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A. Urb. 695." not think it right to propound a law at this 
Cic. 49. ci tijne, about things that were fo long paft [eY 
L Calpur-'^'^'^ ^"^^^'' ^^^ ^'^"'» and agreeable to the part 
ifius Pi8D» which he was then aifting; for while it conBrmed 
A. GABiNi-thc foundation of Oodius's law^ it carried a fhew 
^^' of moderation towards Cicero j or, as an ingeni- 

ous writer expreffes it, left appearances onefy to the 
one^ but did realfervice to the other [/]. 

In this fame aflembly, Clodius got a new lam 
like wife enafted, that made a great alteration in 
the conftitution of the Republic ; viz. ibe repeal 
of the jElian and Fufian laws : by which the people 
were left at liberty to tranfadb all public bufioefs, 
even on the days called Fafiiy without being liahk H 
be obftruSled by the Magijirates on any pretence vohait^ 
foever [^]. The two laws, now repealed^ had 
been in force about a hundred years [h"] ; and made 
it unlawfull to a£l afry thing with the people^ while 
the Augurs or Confuls were obferving the heavens and 
taking the aujpices. This wife conftitution was the 
main fupport of the ariftocratical intereft, and a 
perpetual curb to the petulance of faftious Tri- 
buns, whofe chief opportunity of doing mifchief 
Jay in their power of obtruding dangerous laws 

[e] Dio, 1. 38. p. 69. tares. Dc Harufp. refp. 27. 

[/] Exil. de Cic. p. 133. The Dies Fafti were ihc 
. \g\ lifdem Confulibus fe- days on which the coarts of 
denribus acque inrpedtantibas law were open, and the Prs- 
lata lex ell, ne aufpicia vale- tors fat to hear caafes, which 
rent, nequis obnanciaret, ne were marked for that par- 
quisle^ intercederet ; utom- pofe in the Calendars: bat 
ni bus failisdiebus legem ferre before this Clodian law it 
liceret : ut lex ^lia, lex Fa- was not allowed to tranfafl 
fia ne valeret. Qua una ro- any bufinefs upon them with 
gatione quis non intelligat, the people, 
univerfam Rempublicam elfe \h'\ Centum prope annos 
dcletam ? [ProSext. i5.]Suf- legem ^liam & Fufiam tc- 
tulit duas leges, ^liam& Fu- nueramus. In Pit 5. 



iiaQy maxime Reipub. falu- 
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«pon the City, by their credit with the populace. A. Urb. 695. 
•' Cicero therefore frequently laments the lofs of ^^- 49« 
*« thefe two laws, as fatal to the Republic ;*' he^ c^lpur- 
calls them " the moft facred and falutarylaws of niusPiso, 
*• the State ; the fences, of their civil peace and A. Gabimi- 
** quiet ; the very walls and bulwarks of the Re- ^^' 
•' public 5 which had held out againft the fierce- 
*' nefs of the Gracchi ; the audacioufnefs of Satur- 
** ninus ; the mobs of Drufus ; the bloodfhed of 
** Cirina ; the arms of Sylla [t],'* to be abolifhed 
at laft by the violence of this worthlefs Tribun. 

PoMPEY, who had hitherto been giving Cicero 
the ftrongeft affurances of his friendfhip, and been 
frequent and open in his vidts to him, began now, 
as the plot ripened towards a crifis, to grow cool 
and referved ; while the Clodian faSion, fearing left 
he might be induced at laft to protedl him, were 
employing all'their arts ** to infufe jealoufies and 
•* fufpicions into him of a defign againft him from 
^* Cicero. They pofted fome of their confidents 
** at Cicero's houfe, to watch his coming thither, 
** and to admonifh him by whifpers and billets put 
«' into his hands, to be cautious of venturing hrm- 
** felf there, and to take better care of his life ; 
*« which was inculcated to him likewife fo ftrongly 
*' at home by perpetual letters and meflages from 
** pretended friends, that he thought fit to with- 
** draw himfelf from the City, to his houfe on the 
V Alban hill [ky* It cannot be imagined, that 

he 

[t] Deinde randlifliinas le- In Vatin. 9. Propugnacala 

ges» ^liam & Fufiam, quae murique tranquillitatis & odi. 

in Gracchorum ferocitate, & In Pifon. 4. 
in audacia Saturnini, & in [i] Cum iidem ilium, ut 

coUuvione Drufi, & in cruore me metnerec, me caveret, mo- 

Cinnano, etiam inter Syllana nuernnt ; iidem me, mibi il- 

arma vixerunt, folns concul- Inm uni tSt- inimiciffimum« 

ciris a( pro jiibilo pvtarii. dicercntt«-Pr. Ooxti. XL 

Qucm 
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« Uri>. 695. he could entertain any real apprehenfion of Cicero 1 
Cic. 49. both Cicero's charafter and his own make that in- 

L ^Lpua-^'^^^'^^^ • '^"^ *^ ^^ '^^^ conceived any, it was not, 
KiusPiso/^ Cicero fays, agaiffihim^ but ^gaifffi fhe ccmmm 

A. Ga^ivi' eMcmes of tbem botb^ left fbey mgbi pcffibhf aiiempi 
^'» fimewbai in Cicero's name i and, by the opportunity 

of charging it upon Cicero, hope to get rid c^ 
them both at the fame time. But the moft proba- 
ble conjeAure is, that being obliged, by his enr 
gagements with Ca&far, fo defert Gcero^ and fufler 
im to be driven out of the City, he was willing 
to humor thefe infmuations, as giving the mofl: 
plaufible pretext pf excufing his perfidy. 

BvT Cicero had dill with him not onely all the 
beft, but much the greateft part of the City ; ie- 
tarmined to run aU bazards^ and expofe tbdr Bves 
for bisfafety [/] ; and was more than a match fox 
all the ftrength of Clodius and the Confuls^ if the 
Triumvirate onely would (land neuter. Before 
things came therefore to extremity, he thought 
ft advifeable to prefs Pompey in fuch a manner, as 
to know for certain, what he h^ to expefl from 
him : fome of his chief friends undertook this 
talk; Lucullus, Torquatus, Lentulus, &c. who, 
with a numerous attendance of Citizens, went to 
find him at his yilban Villa^ and to intercede with 
him, not to defert the fortunes of bis old friend. 
He received them ciyilly, though coldly ^ rc- 

Quem-— domi inese certi illis, ne quid meo oofDinc 

homines ad earn rem compo- inolirentur, cavendom pota* 

fici monuerunty ut efTet cau- ret. ProSe^t. 18. 
tior : ejufqae vitae a me infi* [/] Si ego in caafa taa 

dias apud^me domi pofitas efTe bona, tanto flf|dio SeBatas, 

dixerunt : atque banc ei fuf- confenfu tarn iticredibili fc^o* 

picionem alii litteris mitten- norum omniquiy tafn paraco, 

dis, alii nonciis, alii coram tota deniqoe Italia ad ow^ 

ipfi excitaveront, ut ille^ cum nem contentionem expcdita. 

a me certe nihil timeret, ab lb, i6« 

5 f^nvig 
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ferring them wholly to the Confuls, and declar- A. Vrh. 69$i 
ing, " that he, being onely a private man, could ^^'J9' 
** not pretend to take the field againft an armed l^ Calpur-^ 
** Tribun, without a public authority; but if iiu«tiio/ 
*^ the Confuls, by a decree of the Senate, would A. Gabimi* 
** enter into the affair, he would prefently arm ^** 
** himfcif in their defence [w]*" With this an- 
f^er they addrefied themfelves again to the Con^ 
fuls : but with no better fuccefs than before : Ga- 
binius treated them rudely ; but Pifo calmly told 
them, tbal he was noi foftout a Confide as ToTqua* 
ius and Cicero bad been ; that there was no need of 
^xrms^ or fighting ; that Cicero might fave tie Re^ ' 
puhiic a fecond time^ if he pleafed^ hy withdrawir^ 
i^fMfi f^ if ^ fiaid, it wofdd cofi an it^nUe 

* quantity of civil blood \ and in Jbort^ that neither 
be nor his collegue, nor his fon^in-^law^ Oefar^ would 
relinqttifib the party of the Tribun [»]* 

After this repulie, Cicero refolded to make 
his laft efibrt on Pompey, by throwing bimfe^ in 
ferfon at bis feet. Pluurch tells us, that Pompej 

Jlipt out a back door^ and would not fie bim : but 
ic is certain from Cicero's account^ that he was 
admitted to an audience 1 *^ and when he began 
*^ to profs, aiKi even fupplicate him« in a manner 
*' the moft afFeAing, that Pompey flatly refuied 

^trii] Nonire ad te L. Len- In Pifon^ 31. 

ttllui, L. 'iTorqaato*, M. La* * [n] Quid, infelur, fdTpoli^ 

callas vemt ? Qai omnes ad deris ? — ^Te nott efle taltf f<i^-< 

caniy miildqcre moftales ora- tern, qaam ipfe Toitquaciu is 

tumin.Albanam obfecracumr confolattt fuifict, ant ego^ 

qae veqerant, ne meas forta- nihil opvs e& armis, nihil 

nai defareret, com Reipub. eontentione: me pe& iterain 

fortaftiB eoBJundaj.-^e con- feemptfb. fervare, fice^em ; 

era arftiatum Tribunum pleb^ infinitam csbdem fore, fi Tt&U 

fine eonfrlio pdbtico deceitare tiflem. Dein^^ adettremnm, 

nolle : Confalibas ex Soiitai aeqne fe, neqae generiim, ne- 

confulto Rempnb. defipndea- que colleeam fuiim TribaaOf 

vbvs, fe arma fumptnrum. pleb. dcfutoram. Ibid. 

it xo 



3^o 7be HiSTOJtY of tbe Life 

A. Urb. 695.'* to help him ; alledging in excufe to himfelf, 
Cic. 49. " the neccflity, which he was under, of ading 

li I ulVi so, experiment convinced Cicero that he had a much 
A. Gabini- greater power to contend with, than what bad 

vi. yet appeared in fight: he called therefore a 

council of his friends, with intent to take bis 
final refolution, agreeably to their advice. The 
qucftion was, ff^etber it was beft tofiaj^ and de- 
fend bimfelf by force ; or to fave the ejfufion qf 
bloody by retreating J till tbe Jlormjbould bUnv aver: 
Lucullus advifed tbe firft ; but Cato, and above 
all Hortcnfius, warmly urged tbe laft^ which con- 
curring alfo ^\\h Atticus's adnnce^ as well as the 
fears and entreaties of all bis own family, made 
him refolve to quit the field to his enemies, aod 
fubmit to a voluntary exil [p]. 

A LITTLE before his retreat he took afmdU 
fiatue of Minerva^ which had long been reverenced 
in his family, as a kind of Tutelar Deity, and 
carrying it to tbe Capitol^ placed it in tbe Temple of 
Jupiter under tbe title of Mnerva^ the guardian 
of the City [q]. His view might pofllbly be to 
fignify, that after he had done all, which hu- 
man prudence could contrive, for the defence of 
the Republic, he was now forced to give it up 
to the prqteftion of the Gods -, fince nothing Icfs 
than the intcrpofition of fome Deity could pre- 
fcrve it from ruin; or rather, as he himfelf 

[0] Is, qui DOS iibi quon- Ibid. 4. Plutar. in Cic. 

dam ad pedes ftratos ne fob- [q] Nos» qui illam cufio* 

levabac quidem, qui fe nihil dem orbis omnibus ereptis 

contra hujus voluncatem fa- noftris rebus ac perditis, vio- 

cere pofTe aiebat. Ad Att, Jari ab impiis paifi non Aimas, 

10. 4. eamque ex noflra domo in 

[p] Lacrymae meorum me ipfius patris domum dctali- 

ad mortem ire prohibuerunc, mus. De Leg. z. 1 7. 

fcems 
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icems to intimate, in the uncertain iffue of his A. Urb. 695 • 
flight, and the plunder of his goods, which was ^^- 49- 
likely to cnfue, he had a mind io preferve thisj^^ Cai^pur- 
facredimage^ in the moft confpicuous part of the niusPiso/ 
City, as a monument of his fervices, whichA. Gabini- 
would naturally excite an afFeftionate remem- ^*- 
brance of him in the people, by letting them 
fee, that his heart was ftill there, where be had 
depofited his Gods. After this aft he withdrew 
himfelf * in the night, efcorted by a numerous 
guard of friends, who, after a day's journey or 
two, left him, with great expreflions of tender- 
nefs, to purfue his way towards Sicily; which 
he propofed for the place of his refidence, and 
where, for his eminent fervices to the ifland, 
he afTured himfelf of a kind reception and fafe 
retreat. 



SECT. 
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SECT. V. 

A. tJrb. 695./TpHE wretched alternative to Which CiccW 
Cit. 49. I was reduced^ of lofing either his countrj^ 

L C^^ u ^^*^ ^*^^» ^ fufficienc to confute all the cavils itt 
^,^5^Pj,o^thofe, whOj from a hint or two in his writings^ 

A. GABim-obfcurely thrown out^ and not well Underftowlj 
.^1* are fo forward to charge him with the levity of 

temporizing, or felling hirhfelf for any bribej 
which Could feed his vanity : for nothing is More 
(evident, than that he might not ohely have avoid- 
ed this ftorm, but obtained whatever horrtirshe 
pleafed, by entering into the meafures of /i&r9Vf- 
wmArute^ and lending his authoHty to thfe fupport 
of their power ; and that the onely thing whicR 
provoked Csefar to bring this cHlamity upon hint 
Was, tb fee all bis tffersjligbted, and bis fiiendlbip 
uiterfy rejeSed by bim [a]. " This he etpr^fily de- 
clares to the Senate, who were confcious' of tM 
truth of it 5 " That Caefar had tried all meani td 
*' induce him to take part in the a£ts of his Con- 
** fulfhip ; had offered him Commiflions and 
*< Lieutenancies of what kind, and with ti^h&t 
*' privileges he fhotild deflre ; to make him cveri 
' " a fourth in the alliance of the Three, ahd td 
«< hold him in the fathe rank of friendlhip with 
*' Pompey himfclf — All which I refufed, fevS hc^ 
** not out of flight to Cjefar, but conftancy 
*f to my principles ; attd becatife 1 thbught the 
*« acceptance of them unbecoming the charaftcr; 
•* which I fuftained ; how wifely, I will not dif- 
V pute 5 but I am fure, that it was firmly and 

^* bravely 

[tf] Hoc fibi eontraxifle Campano efie noldiflet. Veil; 
iridebator Cicero, qaod inter Paterc. 2, 45. ad Act. 9 2. 
sx, viroi divldendo agro 
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** bravely; when inftcad of baffling the maliceA. Urb. 695* 
** of my enemies, as I could eafily have done ^^^9* 
*' by that help, I chofe to fuffer any violence, l, Calpvr* 
^^ rather than to defertyour intereft, and defcend nivsPiso, 
«' from my own rank [*].*• A. Gabimx- 

C^ffiSAR continued at Rome, till he faw Cicero ^•' 
driven out of it ; but had no fooner laid down 
his ConAilihip, than he began to be attacked and 
affronted himfclf, by iwo of the new Prsetors^ 
L. Domitius and C. Memmius ; who called in 
queftion the validity of bis aSs^ and made feveral 
efforts in the Senate to get them annulled by public 
autbmty. But the Senate had no ftomach to 
meddle with an affair fo delicate: fo^that the 
whole ended in fome fruitlefs debates and alter-, 
cations; and Casfar, to prevent all attempts tsi 
that kind in his abfence, took care always, by 
force of bribes^ to fecwre the leading Magifirates 
to bis interefts ; and fo went off to his province 
of Gaul [cl. But as this unexpected oppofition 
gave fome little rufflle to the Triumvirate^ ta ic 
lerved them as an additional excufe for their 
behaviour towards Cicero; alledging, that tbeir^ 

H] CoBral egit eas res, aAis referentibasy cognicio- 

qoaraiii mc pardcipem efle nem Seiiatai demlit : nee ilia 

volait.— Me Ule ttt Qainqae- fufcipiente, liiuoqueper ir- 

viratmn «eciperein rogavit: ricas afcercationes abfompto^ 

meia u^bos fibi conjundir- in provinciam abiit— — »ad 

finit Confalaribus e^e^ vo- fecaritatem igitar poderi 

lait ; inihi legationem, qaam temporis in magno negotio 

velleniy quanto cum honore habaic obligare femper an* 

▼ellem, detalit. Qux ego nuos magiftratus, ^ & e peti- 

flon ingrato animo, fed ob* toribus non alios adjnvare, 

fiinatiooe qnada^ fentencise ant ad honorem^ pati per* 

repudiavi, Sec. De Prov. venire, quam qui fibi rece- 

Conf. 17. piflent propugnaturos abfen- 

[r] Pon^ins ConfoJata, C, tiam fuam.— — ^u^ton. ' J. 

Memmio, L. Domitio Prz- Cxf. 23. 
toribns, de fopcrioris aoftL 

VpL. I. Az oum 
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A yrh. 6qi.cwn dangers were nearer to tbem^ than 0b€r peo- 
Cic. 49- pl^s 5 and that they were obliged for tbdr own 
L. Qhhf^fi'fi^^^^ ^^ '^ irritate fo popular a tribim as Qo- 
MIV8 Piso, dius [d]. 

A. Gabimi- As foon as it was known thdt Cicero was 
''•• gone, Clodius filled the Forum with his band erf 

flaves and incendiaries, and publilhed a fecond 
law, to the Roman People^ as he called them^ tbongi 
there was not one boneft Citizen^ or man of credU 
amongft them [e]. The law, as we may gather 
from the fcattered paffages of it, was conceived io 
the following terms. 

Whereas M. T. Cicero has put Roman Citizens to 
death unheard and uncondemned \ and for that end 
forged the authority and decree of the Senate : nut/H 
pleafeyou to ordain^ that he be interdiSed from f^re 
and water : that no body prefume to harbour or rectm 
him onpain of death: and that whoever fball num^ 
fpeak^ votCy or take any ftcp towards recalling him^ 
hefhould be treated as a public enemy \ unUfs tbefe 
fhould firft be recalled to Ufcy whom Cicero ufdawftdfy 
put to death [/]. 

The law was drawn by Sext. Clodius^ the 
kinfman and prime minifter of the Tribun; 
though Vatinius alfo laid fome claim to it, and 
was the onely one of Senatorian rank who operdj 
approved it [^], It was cflcntially null and in- 
valid, 

[^] nil autena aliquo tnm [^] Non denlqae fuffragii 
timore perterrici, quod adta iatorciD in lAa tua profcrip- 
illa, atque omnes res anni tione qaenquam, Diii fureat 
fuperioris labefadlari a Prse- ac iicarium reperire potuifii. 
toribus, infirmari a Senacu» Pro Oom. i8. 
atque principibuscivitatispu- [/] Vid. Pro Dom. i8, 
. ' tabanc> Tribunum popularem , 19, 20. Foft red. in Sea. 
a fe ahenare nolebant^ fua- 2. x. 

que fibi propiora pericula [g] Hanc tibi legem S. 
effe, quam mea loquebantur. Glodias fcripfit — homini e- 
Pro Sexc. 18. gentlflimo ac facinorofifliino 

S. Qodioi 
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[id, both for the matter and the form :• for in A. Urb, 695; 
I firft place, it was not properly a law but ^[.'i'' 
lat they called aprivil^^% or an a£l^ to inflUlj^ Calpur- 
lahies on a particular Citizen by name, without miusPiso,* 
f previous trials which was exprefsly prohibited ^^ GABiMff 

the moft facred and fundamental conjiitutions of ^** 
' Republic [/&]. Secondly, the terms of it were 

abfurd, that they annulled themfelvesy for it 
'hSled^ not that Cicero may or Jhould be^ but thai 

be interdi£ied\ which was impoffible\ Jince no 
wer on earthy fays Cicero, can make a thing to 
doncy before it be done [/J. Thirdly, the penal 
\ufe being grounded on a fuggefiicn notmeufy 
^, that Cicero had forged the decrees of the 
fate-, it could not pojfibly ftand^ for want of a 
mdation \k\ Laftly, though it promded that 
bodyfhould harbour him, yet it had not ordered 
n to be expelled^ or injoined him to quit tho 



Clodio, fodo tui fangainis. 
Hoc tu fcriptore, hoc con- 
ario, hoc miniilro — Rem- 
b. perdidifti. Pro Dom. 2. 
18. Ille onos ordinis noftri 
ceflii meo-^palam exfulta- 
, — Pro Sext. 64. 
[i&] Vetant l«ges facratas, 
taht XII. tabulae, leges pri- 
ds hominibus irrogari. Id 

ehim Privilegiam. Pro 
>m. 17. 

{i\ Non tulit at mterdica- 
r fed ut interdiAum fit— « 
xte nofter, bona venia, 
loniam jam dialedlicus es— - 
lod fadum non eft, ut fit 
flam, ferri ad popaium, 
t verbis ullis fanciri, aut 
IFragiis confirmari poteft ? 

- 18. Quid fi lis verbis 



fcripta eft ifta .profcripdo« nC 
fe ipfa dafiblvat ? ib. 19. 

N. B. The diftinaionhere 
intimated between interdiea^ 
ttfTg and hitrdiBum fit^ de« 
ferves (be attention of ail 
Grammarians. They are 
commonly ufed indifferently, 
as terms wholly eqaivalent ; 
yet according to Cicero's en* 
ticifm, the one» we fee, 
makes the fenfe abfard, 
where the other is jaft and 
proper. 

[i] Eft enim, qaod M« 
Tallins falfum Senatas con* 
fultam retulerity fi igitur re* 
talit falfum Senatus conful* 
tarn, turn eft rogatio : fi non 
retulit, nalla eft. Pro Dom. 
«9* 



A a 2 
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A. Urb. 695. Ciiy [/]. It was the cuftonH in all laws made bf 
Cic. 49. the Tribes, to infert the name of the Tribe^ wlnA 

NiTjs Piso, voted in it for the law\ that he might be tranf- 
A. GABiNi-mitted down with the law itfelf, as the principd 

v»- cfpoufcr and promotor of it [m\. This hoBor 

was given to one Sedulius, a mean, obfcure fel- 
low, without any fettled habitation^ who yet af- 
terwards declared, that he was not in Rome at the 
time^ and knew nothing at all of the matter : which 
gave Cicero occafion to obferve, when he was 
reproaching Clodius with this a£t, that SeduUus 
might eaftly be the firft voter ^ who for want of a 
lodging J ufed to lie all night in the Forum ^ hut it 
wasftrange^ that when he was driven to the neceffiiy 
of forging a leader^ he fhould not be able to find a more 
reputable one [»]. 

With this law againft Cicero, there was an- 
other publilhed at the fame time, which accord- 
ing to the ftipulation already mentioned, was to 
be the pay and price for it ; to grant to the two 
Confuls the provinces above fpecifiedy with a prow* 
fiQn of whatever troops and money they tbei^bt 

[/] Tulifti de ine ne rtA- [«] Sedulio principe, qai 

. percr, non ut exirem — poena fe illo die confirmat Rome 

eA, qoi receperit: qaam om- non foiflc. Qpod fi non fvitj 

nesneglexerunt; ejedio nulla quid ce aadacins, qui incjas 

eft. Id. ao. nomen incideris ^ Quid dc- 

[m] Tribns Sergia princi- fperatius, qui ne emcndeado 

pium fuit : pro Tribu, Sextnt quidem potneris aadoren 

L. F. Varro primus fcivic. adumbrare xneliorem ? Sin 

This was the form, as ap- autem is primus fcivit, qood 

pears from fragments of the facile potuit, piopter inopitca 

old laws. Vid. Frontin. de tedi in foro perno^lans. Pro 

jAquaed. — Fragment. Legit Dom. 30. Qoain SeduHuifc 



Thoriae. apud rei agrad negat fcivifle. lb. 31. 
Scriptores. Liv. 9. 38, 



//. 
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fit [o\ Both the laws paflTed withoiut oppofition ; A. Urb. 69?; 
jlnd Clodius loft no time in putting the firft of ^'^* 49* 
them in execution •, but fell to work immediately ^ c^lpur. 
in plundering, burning and demolifhing Cicero's nius Piso, 
boufes^ both in the City and the country. The^* Gauni- 
heji part of his goods was divided between the two ^*' 
Confuls ; the marble columns of his Palatin houfe 
were carried publicly to Pifd's father-in-law ; and 
the rich furniture of his Tufculan Villa to his neigh- 
bour Gabinius j who removed even the trees of his 
plantations into his own grounds [pl : and to make 
chft lofs of his houfe in Rome irretrievable, Clo- 
dius confecratei the Ared^ on which it floods to the 
perpetual fervice of religion^ and built a temple upon 
it to the Goddefs Liberty [j]. 

While Ctcero*s houle was in flames, the two 
Confuls, with all their feditious crew round 
them, were publicly feafting and congratulating each 
other for their victory ^ and for having revtnged the 
death of their old friends on the head of Cicero : 
where, in the gaiety of their hearts, Gabinius 
openfy bragged^ that he had alwojfs been the favorite 
iff Catiline 5 and Pifo^ that be was coufin to Ce* 

: [0] Ut provincias accipe- villa in ,Tafcolatto» altera ad 

ifntt quas ipfi vellent : esrer- alteram Confulem tr^Q f<pre- 

ciCQin & peconiam qaantanr batar, colamnae marmorese 

wllent. Pro Sex. x. in Pifon. ex [^edibos mois, infpedlante 

iS* Uloipfodid — mibiRei-' popi^lo Romano, ad focerum 

que pub. perniciest Gabinid' Confulis portabaatar : in fun- 

Ir Piioni provincia rogata eft. dum aaCem vicini Confulis 

Pro Sext 24. non inftrumeatam, aut orna- 

[/] Uno eodemqne tem- menca villse, fed eciam ar- 

pore domus mea diripiebatur, bores transferebantur. Pro 

ardebat : . bona ad vicinum Dom. 24. 
Confulem dePalatio; deTuf- [f] Cum fuit dicat fe ma- 

eulano ad item alterum vici- nibus domum civis optimi 

Aum Confulem deferebantur. cvertiiTe, & eam iifden^ ma- " 

Pod red. in Sen. 7. nibus confecraflet^«-?Ib, 40. 

Cun domus ia Palatio, 

A a 3 thegus. 
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A.Urb. 69;./i^^«J [r]. Clodius in the mean while, not 
Cic. 49. content with exerting his vengeance oncly on Ci- 
c^^ ccro*s i'^o/?/, purfucd his wife and children with 
wiusPisoV^^^ '^"^^ ^*^*7 : and made feveral attempts to ;^ 
A. Gabini-j^^v^^ Gcero^ thefon^ into his hands^ then about fa 
vs. years oldj with an intent to kill him [j] : but the 

child was carefully guarded by the friends of the 
family and removed from the reach of his .ma- 
lice. Terentia had taken fanSuaty in the temple ef 
Vefia^ but was dragged out of it forcibly y by his orders^ 
to the public Office or Tribunal^ where he was fitting, 
to be examined, about the concealment of her 
hufband's efFeds : but being a woman of lingular 
fpirit and refolution, fhe bore all his infults with 
a mafculine courage [/j. 

But while Clodius feemed to aim at nothing 
in this affair, but the gratification of his revenge, 
he was carrying on a private intereft at the fame 
time, which he had much at heart. The houfc, 
in which he himfelf lived, was contiguous to a 

{>art of Cicero's ground -, which, being now 
aid open, made that fide of the Palatin bill the 
mofl airy and defirable fituation in Rome : his 
intention therefore was, by the purchafe of an- 
other houfe which flood next to him, to make the 

[r] Domus ardebat in Pa- — Q^'d parvus filias ? -f 

latio-— ConTules epalabantur, Quid fecerat, quod eum totiei 

& in conjaratorium gratala- par infidias ioterficere voloif- 

f ionc vcrftbantur ; cum alter lis? — Pro Dom. 23. 
fe Catilins delicias, alter Ce- [/] A te quidem omnia 

tbcgi confobrinum faifle di- £eri fortiiliine, atqoe aman- 

ceret. — Pro Dom. 24. in Pi- tillimc video : ncc miror ,—• 

fon. XI. Pro Sext. 24. nam ad me P. Valerioa-^ 

[j] Vexabatur uxor mea : fcripfit id quod ego maxixno 

libcri ad cecem quaerebantur. com fletu legi, quemadmo* 

Pro Sexc. 24. dum a Veftae ad tabniam Va- 

Quid vos uxor mea mifera leriam dufU efles. £p. Fam. 

violarat? Qaam vcxaviftis, 14. 2. 
rapcaviHis — quid mea Alia? 

5 wlc\ 
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n^boU jfteains own^ with the benefit of ibe Jhteh,\Jth. 695. 
Portico and T^mpk annexed : fo that he had no ^^^ 49- 
foofier demoliflhied Cicero's houfe, than he began £ Q^^^^pJ^^^ 
to treat with the owner of the next, Q^ Seius niusPjso, 
PoftjJmas, a Roman Knight^ who abfolutely refufed^- Gabinn 
to fell ilj and declared^ that Clodius^ of all men^ ^*' 
fl^auld never ha^e it^ while he lived ; Clodius threat- 
Med td obftruS' his windows \ but finding that 
neither his threats, nor offers availed any thing, 
ht contrived, to get the Knight poyfoned ; and fo 
boi^ht the houfe^ after his death, at the fale of his 
effeSs^ by outbidding all who offered for it. His 
next ftep was, to fecure the .remaining part of 
Gicero*s area^ which was not included in the com^ 
fecrdtiony and was now alfo expofed by his direc- 
tion to a public auction ; but as it was not eafy 
«0 find any Citizin who would bid for it ; and he 
did not care to buy it in his own name^ he was 
footed to provide an obfcure needy fellow, called 
Sea to, to pur chafe it for him^ and by that means 
becaofie m after of the moft fpacious habitation, in aU 
the City [u]. 

This 

[«] Ipfe cum loci illius, nonquam faturam. Acacm 

cum £Bdiain capiditate iiagra- adolcfceos ex iftius fermone 

ret. — Pro Dom. 41. intellexit, qirid fieri oportereC. 

Monamentam ifle, nun- Hominem veneno apertiilimo 

qnam aat religionem allam faftulit. Emit domam, licita-^ 

excogitavit : habitare laxe & toribas defatigacis — in Pailatio 

magnifice volait : daafque & pulcherrimo profpedlu porti* 

jDignas & nobiles domos cum .cum conclavibus pavi- 

coDJungere. Eodem pundo mentatam trecencum pedum 

temporis quo meus difcefTus concupierat ; ampliiSimum pe- 

iiii caufam casdis eripuit, a riftylum, facile ut omnium 

Q^ Seio contendit, nt domum domo& & laxitate Sc dignitate 

fibi venderet. Cum ille id fuperaret : Sc homo jeligiOfr 

negaret, primo fe luminibos fus, cam asdes meai idem 

ejus eife obQrndlarom mina- emeret & venderet, tamen 

batur. Affirmabat Poftamus, illis tantis tenebris, non aufus 

{oviytOf domam f jam iftlus eft fuam nomen empcioni 

A a 4 aicribere. 
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A. Urb. 69$. Tbis defolation of Cicero's fortunes at home; 
*Cic. 49- tad the mifery, which he fufiered abroad, ia 
5^ being deprived of every thing that was dear to 
wiuiPito,'him, foon luade him repent of the refolution of 
^ GAsmi-bis flight; which he afcribes ip the emy md 
v<< treacbaj of bis counfeUorSj who taking the ad* 

vanuge of his /ears, and the perplexity, which 
he was under, puflied him to an a& both ruinovs 
and inglorious. This he chiefly charges on Hoc- 
tenlius : and though he forbears to name him to 
Atticus, on account of the ftrift friendfhip be- 
tween them, yet he accufes him very freely to 
his brother Quintps, of coming every day iifidi^ 
wjlj to bis boufiy and with tbe greateft profeffions 
ef zeal and affeSion^ perpetuaihf in/hmaiing to bis 
topes and fears j that ly giving wof to tbe prefeni 
rage^ be could not fail of beit^ readied with ghrj 
in three days titne [oc]. Hortenfius was particu- 
larly intimate at this time with Pompey ; and 
might poflibly be employed to urge Cicero to 
thi3 ftep, in order to fave Pompey the diforace 
of being forced to aft againft him with a nigh 
hand. But let that be as it will, it was Pom- 
pey's conduft, which (hocked Cicero the moft : 
not for it's being contrary to bis oatbs, which 
the ambitious can eafily difpenfe with, but to 
lis interejly which they never negleA, but 
through weaknefs. The conlideration of what 

afcribere. Pofuit fcilicet Sea- fime, infidiofiffimeqae trada* 

tonem ilium. Tro Dom. 44. vit, adjandlo etiam Arrio, 

At in lis aedibus, quas tu quorum ego confiiiis, pro- 

Q. Seio Equite Romano— miilis, praeceptis deflitutus, ia 

per te apertifiime incerfedo, banc calamitatem inoidi. Ad 

tenes. De Harufp. -refpon. Quint. Frat. 1.3. , 

14' Saepe triduo fuitama cam 

[at] Me fumma fimulati- gloria dicebar efle redicurns. 



one amoris, fumroaque affi- lb. 4. 
dsitate quotidiana fceleratif- 



was 
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was ufeful to Pompey^ made him Sepend on his A. Urb 695. 
affiftance [y^ : he could have guarded againft ^Jf ' 49- . 
his treachery, but could not fufpecl him of the l Ca^lpur- 
folly, of giving himfelf intirely up to Caelar, niusPiso, 
who was the principal mover and direftor of the A. Gabimi- 
whole affair. ^*' 

In this ruffled and querulous date of his mind, 
ftung with the recoHedtion of his own miftakes, 
^nd the perfidy of his friends, he frequently la- 
ments, thai be bad not tried the fate cf arms^ 
and refolved either to conquer bravely^ or fall ho- 
norably : which he dwells fo much upon in his 
letters, as to feem perfuaded, that it would have 
been his wifefl courfe. But this is a problem, not 
eafy to be folved : it is certain, that his enemies 
were ufing all arts, to urge him to the refolution 
of retreating ; as if they apprehended the con- 
iequences of his day ^ and that the real aim of 
the Triumvirate was, not to deftroy, but to hum- 
ble him : yet it is no lefs certain, that all refifl:* 
ance mud have been vain, if they had found it 
necefTary to exert their (trength againft him ; 
and that they had already proceded too far, to 
fufFer him to remain in the City, in defiance of 
them : and if their power had been a£tually em- 
ployed to drive him away, his return muft have 
been the more defperate, and they the more in- 
terefted to keep him out; fo that it feems to 
have been his moft prudent part, and the nioft 

[y] Sed ii quirqaam fuif- . Frat. i , 4. 
fet, qui me Poxnpeti minos Nallnm efl: meam pecca- 
liberali refponfo, perterritum, turn, niii qaod lis credidi^ a 
a turpiffimo confilio revoca- qui bus nems putaram eSc me 
ret.-«-At Att. 3. 15. decipi, auc etiam quibns ne 

Miilta, quae ihentem ex- id expedire qaidem arbitra- 
tarbarenc meam: fabita de- bar,— 'Ibid , ■ ■ 
feflio Pompeii. Ad Quia. 

agreeable 
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A. Urb. 69;. agreeable to his charafter, to yield, as he did, to 
^c. 49. the neceflity of the times. 

L. Calpur- ^^"^ ^^ ^^^^ ^ ^"" account of the motives of 
111V8 Piso'his retreat, in the fpecches, which he made after 

A. GABiMi-his return, both to the Senate and the people. 
VI. •« When I law the Senate, fays he^ deprived of 

" it's leaders : myfclf partly pulhed, and partly 
•* betrayed by the Magiftrates; the flaves en* 
•* rolled by name, under the color of Frater- 
•• nities -, the remains of Catiline's forces brought 
•* again into the field, under their oid Chiefs; 
** the Knights terrified with Profcriptions ; the 
•' Corporate Towns with military execution; 
** and all with death and deftrudkion ; I could 
V ftill have defended my felf by arms ; and was 
** advifed to it by many brave friends, nor did 
. •* I want that fame courage, which you had all 
*• feen me exert on other occafions ; but when 
•• I faw, at the fame time, that, if I conquered 
•* my prefent enemy, there were many more 
** behind, whom I had ftill to conquer; that 
** if I happened to be conquered, many honeft 
•' men would fall both with me and after me ; 
*• that there were people enough ready to re- 
*' venge the Tribunes blood, while the punifli- 
^* ment of mine would be left to the forms of a 
** trial and to pofterity ; I refolved not to em- 
•* ploy force in defending my private fafety, 
** after I had defended that of the public with-^ 
*' out it : and was willing, that honeft men 
*' ftiould rather lament the ruin of my fortunes, 
•' than make their own defperate by adhering to 
•* me : and if after all I had fallen alone, that 
•' would have been dilhonorable to myfelf : if 
** amidft the flaughter of my Citizens, fatal to 
?« the Republic [z]r 

[vc] Poll red. in Sen. 13, 14. 

u 
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In another Ipcech ; " If in fo good a caufe^ A. Urb. 6g§i 
" fays be, fupported with fuch zeal by the Sc- ^^J^* 
«' nate; by the concurrence of all honeft mcn;^ |;;j^j^*y^^^ 
«« by the ready help of all Italy ; I had given nivsPiso/ 
** way to the rage of a defpicable Tribun, or A. Gabiiii« 
•• feared the levity of two contemptible Con- ^^ 
«• fuls, I mull own myfelf to have been a cow- 
«< ard, without heart or head — but there were 
*« other things which moved me. That fury 
«< Clodius was perpetually proclaming in his 
<« harangues, that what he did againft me, waf 
«< done by the authority of Pompey, CraflUs, 
•« and Caefar — that thcfe Three were his coun« 
<< fellors in the cabinet, his leaders in the field; 
«< one of whom had an army already in Italy, and 
«• the other Two could raife one whenever they 

*« pleafcd- What then ? Was it my part to 

*« regard the vain braggs of an enemy, falfly 
«« thrown out againft thofe eminent men ? No ; 
*< it was not his talking, but their fllence, which 
«« Ihocked me; and, though they had other 
*« reafons for holding their tongues, yet to one 
«« in my circumftancies, their faying nothing was 
*« a declaration ; their filence a confeffion : they 
<^ had caufe indeed tp be alarmed on their own 
** account, left their afts of the year before 
<* (hould be annulled by the Praetors and the 

" Senate ^many people alfp were inftilling 

*« jealoufies of me into Pompey, and perpetu*-/ 
«« ally admonifliing him to beware of me 
** and as for Casfar, whom fome imagined to be 
** angry with me, he was at the gates of the 
*< City with an army ; the command of which 
•* he had given to Appius, my enemy's bro- 
<* ther— When I faw all this, which was open 
*' and manifeft to every body; what could I 
j< do ?— -When Clodius declared in a pubKc 

*• fpeechi^ 
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A. Urb. 695." fpoech, that I muft cither conquer twice, or 
Cic 49- " pcrifh— -fo that neither mjr vi^ory, nor my 
JCToff. cc fall would have reftorcd the peace 6f the Re- 

Xtf. V.ALPX7R.- ^^ • ,. r 1 »» 

musPiio. " P"bhc \a\: 
A. Gabini- Clobius, having latiated his revenge upon 

v«. Cicero, propofed another law,* not left violent 

and unjuft, againfi Ptolemy^ King of Vyprus^ to 
deprive him of his kingdom^ and reduce it to a 
Raman province^ and confifcate bis whole ^ate. 
This Prince was brother to the King of jBgypt^ 
and reigning by the fame right of hereditary fuc^ 
ctjfhn ; in full peace and amity with Rome ; ac^ 
tufed of no praSHces^ nor fufpeSted of any defigia 
againft the Republic \ whofe onely crime was to 
l^ rich and covetous ; fo that the law was ah 
tiriparallelicd adt of injuftice, and what Cicero,' 
in a public fpeech, did not fcruple to call a mere 
robbery [b']. But Clodtus had an old grudge to 
the King, for refufing to ranfom him^ when he 
was taken ly the Pirates ; and fending him onely 
the contemptible fumm . of two talents \c\ : and 
wbati frfs Cicero^ muft other Kings think of their 
featrity^ to fee their crowns and fortune^ at iba 
difpofal of a Tribun^ and fix hundred mercems" 
ties [d] ? The law pafled however without any 

oppofidon \ 

[a\ Pr. Seztio. i6>— 18, amicitia foiflfet.-— Pro Dom. 

19. 8. 

\b\ Qui com lege nefaria Rex amicai, nulla injaria 

Ptolemaeum» Regem Cypri» commemorata. nulla repe^ 

fratrem Regis Alexandrini^ titis rebus, cum bonis oxnni- 

eodem jure regnantem, caufa bus publicaretur. Pro Sezt. 

incognita^ publicafTesy popu- 26. De quo nulla unqoam 

lumque Romanum (celere fufpicio durior. lb. zj. 

obligaiTes : cum in ejus reg* [c] Dio. 38. p. 78. Ap« 

num, bona, fortunas, latro- pian. 1. 2. 441. 

cinium hujus imperii immi- [d] En ! cur caeteri Reges 

fiiTes, cQJus cum patre, avb, dabilem e£e fortonam fuam 

majoribus, focietas nobis k arbitrentur^ cam«*— videant, 

per 
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oppoficion; and to fanflify it, as it were, and A. Urb. 695 
give it the better face and color of juftice, Caio ^jlj- 49* 
was charged with the execution of it : which gave^^ Ca^^ur* 
Clodius a double pleafure, by impofing fo nivsPuo/ 
ihameful a tafk upon the graveft man in Rome. A. Gabiki- 
It was a part likewife of the fame law, as well as ^^* 
of Cato's commiflion, to reftore certain exits of 
Byzantiumy whom their city had driven out for 
crimes againft the public peace [e]. The engag* 
ing Cato in fuch dirty work was a mafter-piece, 
and ferved many purpofes of great ufe to Glo- 
dius : firft, to get rid of a troublefome adverfaty 
for the remainder of his magiftracy: fecondly, t0 
fix a hht on Cato himfelf and fhew, that the moft 
rigid pretenders to virtue might be caught by a 
proper bait : thirdly, to fiop his mouth for the 
future y as he openly bragged^ from clamoring, 
againft extraordinary commij/ions : fourthly, to 
oblige himj above all^ to acknowledge the Validity 
4f his a£lSy by his fubmitting to bear a part in 
them (/]. The Tribun had the fatisfadtion to 



per Tribannm aliquem Sc 
Icxcentas operas fe fortunis 
fpoliari, & regno omni poile 
nndari ? Pro Sezt. 27. 

[e] Hojas pecunis depor- 
tandae, &, fi qois faam jas 
defenderety bello gerendo 
Catonem prafccifli,— -Pro 
Oom. 8. 

Ac etiam eo negotio M. 
CatoniB fplendorem macolare 
volaemnt. Pro Sext. 28. 

Tu ana lege tulifti, dt Cy- 
prios Rex — cam bonis omni- 
bas fab prsecone fobjiceretari 
it exnles Byzantiam reduce- 
rentar. Etdem, inqaiti ucra- 
qoe de re negotiam dedi. 
Pro DOBb 2Q« 



[/] Sob honorificentiffimo 
minifterii titulo M. Catonem 
a rep. re]e|avit. [Vel. P. 2. 
4^. J Nonilli omandam M; 
Catonem, fed relegandnm 
pataverant : qui in concione 
palam dixerint, lingaam fe 
evelliiTe Catoni, quae Temper 
contra extraordinarias po- 
teftates libera fuiHet. — Quod 
fi ille repudiafiec, dubitatis 
quin ei vis efiet allata, cum 
omnia a6U illius anni per il- 
ium unum labefafiari vide- 
rentur ? — Pro Sext. 28, 20. 

Gratalari tibi, quod idem 
in pofterom M. Catonem» 
tribunata too remorifies. Pro 
Dom. Q, 

fee 
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A. Urb. 695. fie Cato taken in his trap ; and received a coi^ra- 
<^*49* ttdafory ktter upon 1/ from C^far^ addreffid to 

L. crfpuR-*""^ ^" *^ familiar ftile, of C^far to Clodiusi 
■I vt Pwa/ which A^ read pubUcly to the people^ as a proof of the 

A. Qh%i%ujmgular intimacy between them [g]. King Poolemy, 
**' in the mean while, as foon as he beard of the law^ 

Old of Cato' s approach towards Cyprus^ put an end to 
bis life by ppy/on, undbie to bear the difgrace, of 
Mng at once both his crown and his wealth. 
Cato executed his commifTion widi great fidelity; 
md returned the year following, in a kind of 
triumph to Rome^ with all the King's effcBs reduced 
kHo money ^ amounting to about a ndVion and a half 
JtirVmg i which he delivered with great Pomp into the 
fublic treafury [b]. 

This proceding was feverely condemned by 
Cicero; though he touches it in his public 
fceeches with lome tendernefs for the fake of 
Cm> ; whom he labors to clear from any (hare of 
the iniquity : ** The Commiffion, ftgs he^ was 
^ contrived, not to adorn, but to banifh Cato ; 
^ not offered, but impofed upon him. — Why 
^ did he then obey it ? Jull as he has fworn to 
*• obey other laws which he knew to be unjufl:, 
** that he might not cxpofe himfelf to the fury 
«* of his enemies, and without doing any good, 
«♦ deprive the Republic of fuch a Citizen. — If 
** be had not fubmitted to the law, he could not 
^ ha\'e hindered it, the ftain of it would ftill 
^ have ftuck upon the Republic, and he himfelf 
** fufFered violence for rejefting it ; fince it 
** would have been a precedent for invalidating 

[g\ Llttcras in concione {ignum, cam nominibas tan- 

mciulH, quas tibi a C. Cz- turn uteretur. Ibid. 
het milFas efie diceres. Cae- {h] Plutarch— *Cato« Flor. 

£ur Poichro. Cum eciam es 3. 9, 



flV£itf Aencatus, amoriii eile hoc 



«« all 
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^^ all the other adls of chat year: he cdnJideredA.Urb.69;. 
** therefore, that fince the fcandal of it could ^^'4^' 
** not be avoided, he was the peribn the bcftj^^ Cai^u*. 
^< qualified to draw good out of evil, and to vivfpjm/ 
^ ferve his country well, though in a badA. e^aiMi- 
" caufe [/]/' But howfoever this mayi color, it ^»- 
cannot juftify Cato's conduct: ; who valued him*^ 
felf highly upon bis Cyprian iranfa£fians ; and for 
the fake of that commiflion was drawn in, as 
Clodius expeded, to fupport the authorityi from 
which it flowed, and to maintain the legality of 
Clodius* s Tribunate in fome warm debates, even with 
Cicero bimfelf[k]. 

Among the other laws made- by Clodius^ 
there was one likewife, to give relief to the pri^ 
vote members of Corporate Towns ^ agaitift the pui* 
lie ir^uries of their communities. The purpofe of 
it was fpecious, but the real defign, to ikreen a 
creature of his own, one Merula, of Anagnia, 
who had been punifhed or driven from the City 
ibr fome notorious villainies, and who, in return 
for this fervice, ereftcd a ftatue to his patron, 
on part of the area of Cicero's houfe, and in- 
fcribed it to Clodius, the author of fo excellefU a 
law. But as Cicero told him afterwards in one 
of his fpeeches, the place itfelf where the ftatue 
ftood^ the fcene of fo memorable an injury^ confuted 
both the excellency of the law and the infcrip- 
Hon [/]. 

[1] Pro Sext. 28, 29. locus ipfe in tua tanta in- 

\k\ Plat, in Cato. Dio, juria legem 8c inrcriptionem 

1. 39. 100. Stataze refelleret. Quae res 

- [/J Legemde injuriispub- Anagninis jnulto majori do- 

licii tuliftiy Anagnino nefcio lori fait, quam qus idem ii** 

coi Meruls per gratiam, qai le gladiator icelera Anagnias 

tibi ob cam legem ftatuam fecerat. Pro Dom. 30. 
in meit aedibus pofait; uc 

But 
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A. Urb. 695. But it is time for us to look after Cicero in his 
Cic. 49. flight ; who left Rome about the end of Mardii 

,i,„^'p,3o,*town in the moft fouthern part of Iiaif% what 
A. GABfNi-he fpent feveral days with a friend, named Sia: 

vt. here he received the copy 6f the law made a- 

gainfl: him ; which after fome alteration and cor^ 
re£tion fixed the limits of his ezil io ibe £Jtcm 
cf fQur hundred miles frim Itafy [m]. His 
thoughts had hitherto been wholly bent on Sicily ; 
but when he was arrived within fight of it ibe 
Pnetar C. VirgiUus fent him wardj that be mit^ 
not fet his foot in it. This was a cruel (hock to 
him ; and the firft taft of the mifery of dif* 
grace ; that an old friend^ who bad been b^Uj 
obliged to him [»], of the fame party and prin- 
ciples, (hould refufe him fhelter in a calamity, 
which he had drawn upon himfelf by his fervicct 
to the Republic ; fpeaking of it afterwards, 
when it was not his bufinefs to treat it finreielyi 
" See, fays he, the horror of thefc times ; when 
<* all Sicily was coming out to meet me, the Prae- 
«* tor who had often felt the rage of the fanse Tri- 
<< bun, and in the fame caufe, would not fufier 
«* me to come into the ifland. What fhall I lay ? 
*« That Virgilius, fuch a Citizen, and fuch a man, 
•* had loft all benevolence, all remembrance of 
«« our common fufFerings, all his piety, hums- 
** nity and faith towards me ? No fuch thing : 
f^ he was afraid, how he (hould fingly fuftain 



[«] Allata eft nobis ro- lia liceret efle — ftaiim iter 

gatio de pernicie mea, in Brandifiam verfos contoli-^ 

qua quod corre£tum eft, an- ne & Sica, apud qnem crami 

dieramus efle ejufmodiy ut periret.— Ad Att. 3. 4. 
Qiihi ultra quadhngenta oiil- [«] Plotarch. in ^icero. 

•• die 
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" the weight of that ftorm, which had over-A. Urb. 695. 
" powered our joint forces [^].** ^c ^ ^' 

This unexpedted repulfe from Sicily obliged^ Calpur- 
him to change his rout, and turn back again to- niusPiso, l 
wards Brundifium, in order to pafs into Greece: A. Gabini- 
tie left Vibo therefore, that he might not expofe ^^* 
lis Hoft Sica to any danger, for entertaining 
lim; expeding to find no quiet, till he could 
remove himfelf beyond the bounds, prefcribed 
3y the law. But in this he found himfelf mifta- 
icen ; for all the Towns on his road received him 
with the moft public marks of refped : inviting 
bim to take up his quarters with them; and 
guarding him, as he pafled through their terri- 
lorics, with all imaginable honor and fafety to 
his perfon. He avoided however as much as 
polBble all public places ; and when he came to 
Brundifium J would not enter into the City though it 
ixpreffed the warm^ zeal for his fervicCy and offer- 
fd to run all hazards in his defence [p]. 

In this interval, he was preffing Atticus in 
•very letter^ and in the moft moving terms, to 
:ome to him ; and when he removed from Vibo, 

[0] Siciliam petivi animo, Siciliam venire noluit, &c.— • 

)iis Sc ipfa erat mihi, ficut Pro Cn. Plane. 40. 
iomas una, conjundla ; Sc [p] Com omnia ilia Mu- 

sbtinebatur a Virgilio ; qao- nicipia, qua: funt a Vibonc 

:tiin me uno vel maxime cum Bi-aDdifium, in fide roea ef- 

retufta amicitia, tum mei fent, iter mihi totum, multis 

Fratris collegia,, turn Refpub. minitantibos, magnocamfuo 

fociarat. Vide nunc caligi- meta prxftiterunt. Brundi** 

aem tern porumillorum. Cum fium veni, velpotius ad moe- 

pfa paene infula mihi fefe ob- nia accefTi. Urbem unam 

riam ferre vellet, Praetor ille mihi amiciflimam declinavr, 

sjafdem Tribuni pleb. con- quze fe vel potius exfcindi, 

zionibus propter eandem Rei- qaam e fuo complexu ut eri- 

pub. caufam faepe vexatus, perer facile paceretur. lb. 

aihil amplius dic0| nifi me in 41. 

YoL. L B b gave 
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A. Urb. 695 gave him dayly incelligence of all his fiages, 
^^•49- that he might know ftill where to find him-, 
L. Calpur.^'^'^S *^ ^^^ granted, that be would mi fail to 
iiivi?i5o,followtim[q]. But Atticus feems to have given 
A. GABiMi-him no aniwer on this head, nor to have had 
^'* any thoughts of ftirring from Rome : he was 

perfuaded perhaps, that his company abroad 
could be of no other ufe to him, than to give 
fome little relief to his prefent chagrin ; whereas 
his continuance in the City might be of the greet- 
ed ; not only in relieving, but in removing his 
calamity, and procuring his reftoration : or wc 
may imagin, what his charafter feems to fug- 
gcft, that though he had a greater love for Ci- 
cero, than for any man, yet it was always with 
an exception, of not involving himfelf in the 
diftrcfs of his friend, or difturbing the tranquil- 
lity of his life by taking any (hare of another's^' 
mifery j and that he was following onely the 
didatcs of his temper and principles, in fparing 
himfelf a trouble, which would have made him 
fufFcr more, than his Philofophy could eafily 
bear. But whatever was the caufe, it gave a 
frelh mortification to Cicero ; who, in a letter 
upon it fays, I made no doubt^ but that I Jhould 
fee ycu at Tarentum or Brundifium : it would have 
been convenient for many reajhns ; and above all^ 
for my defign of fpendingfome time with you in Epi» 
rusy and regulating all my mcafures by your advice: 
hut fince it has not happened^ as I wijhedy I JbaU 

[q] Sed te oro, ut ad me Iter Brandifium vcrfus con- 

Viboncm llatim venias. — Si tuli — nunc tu propera, ut 

id non feccris mirabor, fed nos confequare, d inodo re- 

confido te eiTe fadurum. Ad cipiemur. Adhuc invitamur 

A*.t. 3. I. btnigne. lb. 3. 

Nunc, ut ad ce antea fcripH, Nihil roihi optatibs cadere 

fi ad ncs veneris, confiiium pofle, quam ut tu mc quam 

totias rei capiemus. lb. 2. primum confequare. lb. 4. 

add 
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add this alfoy ^to the great number of many other af- A. Urb. 695; 
jfliSions [rj. He was now lodged in the Villa of ^^- 49- 
M. Lenius Flaccus, not far from the walls ofj^^ Calpur- 
Brundifium ; where he arrived on the feventeenth niusPiso, 
of Jprilj and on the laft of the fame Month A. Gabini- 
embarked for Dyrrhachium. In his account of ^** 
himfelf to his wife, Ifpent thirteen days^ fays he^ 
with Flaccus^ who for my fake flighted the rifk of 
his fortunes arid life\ nor was deterred by the pe^ 
nalty of the law from performing towards me all 
the rights of friendfhip and hvfpitality : I wifhy that 
it may ever be in my power to make him a proper 
return \ lam fur e^ that I fhall always think myfelf 
obliged to doit \s\ 

During his ftay with Flaccus, he was in no 
fmall perplexity about the choice of a convenient 
place for his refidence abroad : Atticus offered 
him his houfe in Epirus \ which was a Caftle of 
fome ftrength^ and likely ' to afford him a fecure re^ 
treat. But fmce Atticus could not attend him 
thither in perfon, he dropt all thoughts of that, 
and was inclined to go to Athens ; till he was 
informed, that it would be dangerous for him to 

[r] Non fderat mihi da- dlam tnei capitis dtmittere.-* 

bium, quin ce Tarenti aut ProPlancio. 41. 

Brandifii vifuras efiem : id- Nos Braiidiiii apad M. 

^ue ad multa peniniiic ; in Lenium Flaccum dies Xllf. 

CIS, & ut in Epiro cdnfiile. faimas, viram optimum: qui 

temps, & de reliqais rebus pericalnm fortunarum 8c ca- 

tuo confiliouteremur. Quo- pitis fui pise mea falute ne- 

niam id non contigic, erit glexit : neque legis improbif- 

hoc quoque in roagnonuhiero iixnx pcsna dedut^us eft, quo 

iioilrorum malorum — lb. 6. ixiinus hofpitii $c amicitios 

[j] Jn hortos M. Lenii jas, officidmque praeftaret. 

Flacci me contuli: cui cum Huic utinam gratiam ali- 

omnis metuSf publlcado bd- quando referre poifimus ; ha- 

norum, exilium, mors propo- bebimns quidem Temper.-^ 

iicretur, haec perpeti, li acci- Ep. Fafm^i^. 4. 
iierenr^ malaiCj quam cuflo- 

B b a travel 
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A. Urb. 695. travel into that part of Greece -, where all tbofe^ 

• ^c- 49- who had been banijhed for CatiUne^s conjpiracy^ and 

L Cal'pur.^^^^^^'^ yiutronius^ then rejtded\ who would hanst 

NiusPiso, had fome comfort^ in their exil^ to revenge themfehes 

A. Gabini-^ the author of their miferjy if they could have 

U5. caught him [t]. 

Plutarch tells us, that in failing out of 
Brundifium^ the wind^ which was fair, changed 
of a fuddeny and drove him back again ; and when 
he paffed over to Dyrrhachium in the fecond attempt, 
that there happened an Earthquake and a great 
ftorm immediately after his landing ; from which 
the Soothfayers foretold^ that • his flay abroad would 
not be long. But it is ftrange, that a writer, fo 
fond of prodigies, which no body elfe takes no- 
tice of, Ihould omit the ftory of Cicero's dream^ 
which was more to his purpofe, and is related 
by Cicero himfelf\ ** That in one of the ftages 
" of his flight, being lodged in the Villa of a 
«* friend, after he had lain reftlefs and wakeful! 
*' a great part of the night, he fell into a found 
•^ fleep near break of day, and when he awaked 
•* about eight in the morning, told his dream 
*' to thofe round him : That as he feemed to 
*' be wandering difconfolate in a lonely place, 
*' C. Marius, with his Fafccs wreathed With 
laurel, accofted him, and dertianded why 
he was fo melancholy : and when he anfwer- 
*' ed, that he was driven out of his country by 

[/} Qtiod me rogas & hor- uitum habitanti mihi pro- 

taris, ut apud te in Epiro deflet, tranfeanti non eft ne- 

fim ; voluntas tua mihi valde ceflkrium. Quod fi auderem, 

grata eft. — Sed icineris caufa Achenas peterem : fana ita, 

ut diverterem, primum eft cadebat at vellem. Nunc & 

dcvium; deinde abAutromo noftri hoft«8 ibi funt, & te 

& caeteris quatridui ; deinde non habemds.— -^Ad Ate. 31 

line te. Nam caftellum mu- 7. 

" violence > 
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** violence; Marius took him by the hand,A. Urb 695; 
*« and bidding him be of courage, ordered the ^[^ 49- 
<* next Liftor to condudl him into his monu-^ c^lpur- 
'* ment; telling him, that there he (hould find niusPiso, 
•• fafety : upon this, the company prefentlyA. Gabini- 
" cried out, that he would have a quick and ^'• 
** glorious return [«]." All which was exadly 
f unfilled ; for his reftoration was decreed in a 
certain Temple built by MariuSy and, for that 
reafon, called Marius^s Monuments, where the 
Senate happened to be affembled on that occa- 
fion [x"]. 

This dream was much talked of in the fami- 
ly, and Cicero himfelf, in that feafon of his de- 
jedlion, feemed to be pleafed with it: and on 
the firft news, of the decree's pajftng in Mariu5*s 
^ Monument y declared, that nothing could be more 
divine : yet in difputing afterwards on the nature 
of dreams, he aflerts them all to be vain and 
fantafticaly and nothing elfe^ but the imperfe£l 
traces^ and confufed impreJJionSy which our waking 
thoughts leave upon the mind\ that in his flight 
therefore^ as it was natural for him to think much 
upon his countryman Marius^ who had fuffered the 
fame calamity ; fo that was the cauje of his dream- 
ing^of him ; and that no old woman^. could be fo filly ^ 
as to give any credit to dreams^ if in the infinite 
number and variety of them^ they did not fometimes 
happen to hit right [jy]. 

When 

[«] De Divin. i. 28. Val. [y\ Maximcque reliquiae 

Max. 1 . 7. earum rerum moventar ia 

[;ir] Valerius Maxixnus calls animis, & agicancur, dequi* 

this monument of Marius, bus vigilantes au; cogitavi- 

the Temple of Jupiter i but it mus aut eglmus. Ut mihi 

appears from Cicero's ac- temporibus illis muhum in 

count to have been the Tern- animo Marius verfabatur^ re- 

pie of Honor and Virtue, cordanii, quam ille gravem 

? b 3 fuunx 
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A. Urb. 695. When he came to Dyrrhachium, he found 
^r'a-^' CP'^fi'*"^^^* ^^^^ he had heard before in Italy, 
L. Calpuh-'^^^ ^chaia and the neigbkouring parts of Grace 
Kius Piso, w^^ pojfeffed by tbofe Rebels^ who bad been driven 
A. GhBim^frqm Rome on Catiline's account. This determined 
V»» him to CO into Macedonia^ before they ^uld 

he informed of bis arrival^ where his friend, Cn. 
Plancius, was then Sluaftor : who no fooner beard 
of bis landings tban be cqme to find him at Dyrr 
rhacbium j where, out of regard to his prefent 
circumftances, and the privacy, which he afFcft- 
cd, difmiffing bis officers^ and laying afide all the 
pomp of Magiftracy^ he conduced him with the 
obfervance of a private companion^ to his head 
quarters at Tbejfalonica^ about the Hventy-firfi of 
May. L. Appuleius was the Ptator or chief Go- 
vernor of the Province : but though he was wi 
honeft man and Cicero's friend^ yet he durji not 
venture to ^ant him bis proteSion^ or fbeiv bin 
any public civility^ but contented himfelf with 
conniving onely at what bis Sluaflor fhndus 
4id\7.\ 

fqum cafum magno animo, Planciumque perrexl — nam 

guam conftanti tulilTec. Hanc fimulac me Dyrrhacbiam at- 

credo caufam de illo fomni. tigiffe aadivit. ftatim ad me 

aodi fuilTe. Qe Divin. 2. 67. lidoribus dimiffis^ ioiigmbat 

An tu cepfes qllam Anum abjedis^ veile miitata pro- 

tam deliram futuram fuifTc, fe^us eft, — Thedalonic^^m 

vt fon^niis crederet, nifi ifta me in Quxfloriumque per- 

oafii honnuncjuam forte te- duxit. Pro Plancio. 41. Poft 

mere concurrerent ? lb. 68. red in Sen. 14. 

[2] Qijo cum. vepifrem Hie ego ni^np de Pratore 

cognoviy id quod sudieram, Macedoniae nihil dicam am- 

referteiji efljj Gr2;piam fcele- pliqs, pipeum & civem op- 

Fatiflimoruin hominum ac timum Temper & mihi ami- 

jaefariorum. — Qui antequam cum fuiiFe, fed eadem timu- 

dc mco adventu audire pptu- ifie quae ca;tero9. Pro Plan. 

liTen^, in Macedoniam ^d ib. 
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While Cicero ftaid at Dyrrhachium, he re A. Urb. 695. 
ceived two exprefles from bis Brother ^intus^ ^^n P' 
who was now coming home from Afia, to i^^-L. Calpur. 
form him of his intended rout, and to fettle niusPiso/ 
the place of their meeting: Quintus's defignA. Gabini- 
was, to pafs from Ephefus to Athens, and thence ^^' 
by land through Macedonia^ and to have an in- 
terview with his Brother at Theflalonica : but 
the news, which he met with at Athens, obliged 
him to haften. his journey towards Rome, where 
the fadlion were preparing to receive him with 
an impeachment^ for the male adminiftration of his 
Province: nor had Cicero at laft rcfolution enough 
to fee him ; being unable to bear the tendrrmfs of 
fuch a meetings and much more^ the mifery of part- 
ings and he was apprehenfive befides, that if 
they once met^ they fbould not be able to part at ally 
whilft Quintus's prefence at home was neceflary 
to their common interefts : fo that to avoid one 
affiiSio% he was forced^ he fays, to endure another 
moft cruel cne^ that of fhunning the embraces of a 
Brother [a]. 

L. TuBERO, however, his Kinfman^ and one 
of bis Brother^ s Lieutenants ^ paid him a vifit on 
his return towards Italy, and acquainted him, 
with what he had learnt in pafling through Greece^ 
that the banifhed Conjpirators, who had re/tded there^ 

[^] Qointus Frater cum aoimum indacere nan potulji 

ex Alia veniiTet ante Kalend. ut aut illam amanciiTimumL 

Mai. & Athenas veniifet idib. mei, molliflimo animo tanco 

valde foit ci prpperandum, in moerorc afpiccrem — atque 

oe quid abfens acciperet cala- etiam illod tioiebam, quod 

jnicadsy fi quis forte fuiiTet, profedlo accidiifet, ne a me 

qui contemus noftris maiis digredi non poir<;t. — Hujus 

xion eilet. Icaque eum malui acerbitatis eveotum altera a- 

properare Romara, quam ad cerbitate non videndi fratrU 

me venire : & fimul, dicam vitavi. Ad Att. 3. 9* Ad 

cnim quod vcrum ell,——— Quin. Fra. 1. 3. 

B b 4 %'ere 
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A. Urb. Sg^.were a£lually forming a plot to feize and murther 
^C ff ^ &Vw ; for which reafon^ he advifed him to go into 
L. CALPUR--4^i Wit^^ the zeal and affellion of the Province 
N1U5 ¥i$o,would afford himtbefafeft retreat^ both on his own 
A. Ghzim-and his Brother's account \b]. Cicero was dif- 
^'' pofcd to follow this advice, and leave Macedonia ; 

for the Prator Appuleius, though a friend, gave 
him no encouragement to Hay ; and the Conful 
Pifo, his enemy, was coming to the command 
of it the next winter: but all bis friends at Rome 
diffuadedhis removal to any place more drjlant from 
them ; and Plancius treated him fo afFedlionatcly, 
and contrived to make all things fo eafy to him, 
that he dropt the thoughts of changing his quar- 
ters. Plancius was in hopeSy that Cicero would be 
recalled with the expiration of bis Quajlorfhip^ and 
that he Jhould have the honor of returning with him 
to RomCj to reap the fruit of his fidelity, not 
• onely from Cicero's gratitude, but the favor of 
the Senate and People [c]. The onely inconvc* 
nience, that Cicero found in his prefent fituation, 
was the number of foldiers and concourfc of peo- 
ple, who frequented the place on account of bu- 
iinefs with the ^ejicr. For he was fo (hocked 
and dejefted by his mirfbrtune, that though tie 

[i>] Cum ad me L, Tube- cum & adhac retinet — fperat 

ro» meus neceilarius, qui Fra- poffe fieri, utmecum in Itali- 

tri meo legatus fuilfec, dece- amdecedat. — Ep. Fam. 14.U 
dens ex Ada venifTec, eafque Longius, quum ita vobis 

infidias, quas oiilii paracas placet, non difcedam.-— *• 

ab exulibus conjuratis audi- lb. 2. 

erat, animo amicilfimo decu- Me adbuc Plancius libcra- 

liiTec. In Afiam me ire, prop- litate fua reciner. — fpes homi- 

ter ejus provineiae mecum 8c ni eft injedla, non eadem 

cum fratre meo necefiitudi- quae mihi, poiTe nos una dece- 

nem. — Pro Plane. 41. dere : quam rem fibi magno 

[c] Plancius, homo offi- honori fperat fore. Ad Att. 

cioiiffimus, me cupit cffe fe- 3. 32. 

Cilies 
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Cities of Greece were offering their fervices and A. Urb. 69J. 
compliments J andftriving to do him all imaginable ^J!^- 49- 
honors [d\ yet he rcfufed to fee all company, ^^ Cai^ur- 
and wasfojhy of the public^ that he could hardly en- niusPiso," 
dure the light [e\. A. Gabini- 

For it cannot be denied, that, in this cala- ^•* 
niity of his exil, he did not behave himfelf with 
^hat firmnefs, which might reafonably be expect- 
ed from one, who had born fo glorioys a part in 
the Republic ; confcious of his integrity, and 
ibfFering in the caufe of his country : for his let- 
ters are generally filled with fuch lamentable cx- 
preflSons of grief and defpair, that his beft friends, 
and even his wife was forced to admonifli him 
fometimes, to roufe his courage f/], and remember 
his former character. Atticus was conftantly put- 
ting him in mind of it; and fent him word of a 
report, that was brought to Rome by one of 
Craffus's freedmen, that his affiiSion had difordered 
his fenfeSj to which he anfwered ; that his mind 
was Jltll founds and wifhed onely that it had been always 
fo^ when he placed his confidence on thofe^ whoperfi^ 
dioufly abufed it to his ruin \g\. 

But thefe remonftrances did not pleafe him 5 
he thought them unkind and unfeafonable, as 
he intimates in feveral of his letters, where he 
expreffes himfelf very movingly on this fubjeft. 

td\ Plat, in Cicer. tarn in pericolo faifTet, cam 

«] Odi enim celebricttem, ego iis, qaibns falotem meant 

fdgio homines, lacem afpicere cariflimam t^^ arbitrabar, 

vix poiTum. Ad Att. 3. 7. ioimiciffimis, crudeliffimifque 

[/] Tu quod me hortaris, ufus Aim. Ad Ate. 3. 13. 

at animo fim magno, &c. £p. Accepi quatuor epiftolas a 

Fam. 14. 4. te miflas ; unam, qaa meob- 

\£[ Nam quod fcribis tc jurgas. at fim firmior ; alte- ' 

audire, me etiam mentis erro- ram, qua Craffi libertam ais 

re ex dolore afiici : mihi vero tibi de jnea follicitadine ma« 

mens Integra cft^ atqae utinam cieqae nariaflet. lb. 1 5 . 

« As 
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A, Urb. 695." As to yoiir chiding mc^ fays be^ fo often and 
^c'rJr^' " ^^ fcverely, for being too mu^h dejeftedv 

1 Ca^u*. *' ^^^^ mifcry is thrre, I pray you, fo grievous, 
wius Pt$o, " which I do not feel in my prefent calamity ? 

A. Ga»ini.** Did any man ever fall from, fuch a heigth of 

«*• «* dignity, in lb good a caufe, with the advan- 

•« tage of fuch talents, experience, intereft ; fuch 

** fupport of all honcft men ? Is it poflible for mc 

•* to torget what I was ? or not to feel what I 

•* am ? From what honor,^ what glory I am 

** driven ? From what children ? What for- 

•« tunes ? What a Brother ? Whom though I 

** love an^ have ever loved better than myfelf^ 

•* yet, (that you may perceive, what a new fort 

•* of afflidlion I fufFcr) I refuled to fee v that I 

*< might neither augment my own grief by the 

** fight of his, nor offer myfelf to him thus 

•* ruined^ whom he had left fo florifliing : I o- 

*♦ mJt many other things intolerable to me : for 

*' I am hindred by my tears, tell me then, whe- 

*• ther I am ftill to be reproached for grieving^ 

** or for fuffering myfelf rather to be deprived 

** of what I ought never to have parted with, 

** but with my life ^ which I might eaOIy have 

** prevented, if fome perfidious friends had not 

•* urged me to my ruin within my own walls, 

*^ &c. [i>]." In another letter ^ *< Continue, 

** faj^s he^ to afTift me, as you do, with your en- 

•* deavoura, your advice, and your intereft j but 

♦* {pare yourfelf the pains of comforting, and 

^' much more of chiding me : for when you d6 

•* this 1 cannot help charging it to your want of 

•' love and concern for me ; whom I imagine to 

*^ be fo afflidted with my misfortune, as to be 

'* inconfolable ev^n yourfelf [/].** He " 

[^] Ad Att. 3.10. ra, confilio, gratia java : con- 

[;] Tinnc^ at facis, ope? foJarijam d^fiac : objurgar? 

vera 
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He was now indeed attacked in his weakeftA. Urb. 695. 
part •, the onely place, in which he was vulnera- ^p'^9- 
ble : to have been as great in affliftion, as he was^^ Calpur 
in profperity, would have been a perfeftion, not 'mvs I'iso 
given to man ; yet this very weaknefs flowed from A. Ga^ini 
^ fource, which rendered him the more amiable in ^** 
all the other parts of life; and the fame tender- 
nefs of difpofition, which made him love his 
friends, his children, his country more paflionater 
iy than other men, made him feel the lofs of them 
more fenfibly: " I have twice^ fays he, faved 
the Republic ; once, with glory ; a fecond 
time with mifery : for I will never deny my- 
felf to be a man ; or brag of bearing the lofs 
of a brother, children, wife, country, without 
forrow.— -For what thanks had been due to me 
for quitting what I did not value [k] ?** In an- 
other fpeech ; ^* I own my grief to have been ex- 
tremely great ; nor do I pretend to that wifdom, 
which thofe expefted from me, who gave out, 
that I was too much broken by my afflidtion : 
for fuch a hardnefs of mind, as of body, which 
does not fed pain, is a ilupidity, rather than a 
virtue. — I am not one of thofe, to whom all 
things are indifferent ; but love myfelf and my 
friends, as our common humanity requires ; 
ijnd he, wjio, for the public good, parts with 

vero noH : quod cam facis, ficiabor nnquam ; ut me op-' 

ego tuum amorem & dolorem timo fratre, cariflimis liberis, 

defidero; qaem ita affedtam iideliflima conjugej veftro 

mea aerumna efTe arbitror, ut confpeflu, patria, hoc bono- 

te ipfutn nemo confol^ri po- ris gradu fine dolore caraiffe 

teft. lb. X[. glorier. Qaod fi feciflem, 

[^] Unus bis Rempub. fer* quod a me beneBcium babe* 

vavi, femel gloria, icerum retis, cum pro vobis ea, quae 

serumna mea. Neque enim mi hi eflent vilia> reliqaifienif 

in hoc me homincm ede in- Pro Sext. 22. 
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A. Urb. 695. <« what he holds the dcareft, gives the highcft 
Ck. 49. 44 proof of love to his country [/]/* 

L Ca^pur. There was another confideration, which add- 
iiiusPiso, ed no fmall fting to hisaffliftion; to refled, as 

A. GABiMi-he often does, not onely on what be had loft, but 
^** how he had loft it, by bis own fault *y in fufFering 

bimfelf to be impofed upon and deluded hyfdfe 
and envious friends. This he frequently touches 
upon in a ftrain, which fhews that it galled him 
very feverely : ** Though my grief, fays he, is 
** incredible, yet I am not difturbed fo much by 
•* the mifcry of what I feel, as the recolle&ion of 
•• my fault — Wherefore when you hear, how 
** much I am afflifted, imagine that I ani fuffer- 
*« ing the puniftiment of my folly, not of the 
•' event j for having trufted too much to one, 
•« whom I did not take to be a Rafcal [»].** It 
muft needs be cruelly mortifying to one of his 
temper; nicely tender of his reputation, and 
paffionately fond of glory; to impute his calamity 
to his own blunders, and fancy himfelf the dupe 
of men not fo wife as himfelf : yet after all, it 
may reafonably be queftioncd, whether his inquic- 

[/] Accept magnom atque quibas fummo cam dolore 

incredibilem dolor em : non divellitor, ei patria cara eH. 

uego : neque iflam mihi af- Pro Dom. 36, 37. 

cifeo fapientiam, quam non- [w] Et fi incredibili cala- 

Bulli in me requirebant» qui mitace afHidtus fum, tamen 

jne animo nimis frado & af- non cam eft ex miferia, qaam 

Aidoefle loquebantur — earn- ex calpx noftrae recordatione 

que animi duriciem, ficut cor- — quare cam me affliflum & 

poris, quod cum oritur non confedum India aadies, exif- 

fentit, iluporem potius, quam timato me ilaltitiae mex pc;- 

▼ircutem pucarem — non cam nam ferre gravius, quam e- 

fapiens quam ii, qui nihil ca- venti ; quod ei crediderim, 

rant, fed tarn amans tuorum quern nefarium tSc non pata- 

ac tui, quam communis hu- rim — Ad Att. 3. 8. vid. 9^ 14) 

manitas poftulac — qui autem 15, 19, &c, 
ea R'linquit Reipub. caufai a 
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tilde of this fort, was not owing rather to the jea- A. Urfa. 69$. 
lous and querulous nature of affliftion itfelf, than ^'^- 49- 
to any real foundation of truth : for Atticus would ^ c^^^y^^ 
never allow hisfufpicions to bejufi^ not even againft ,i,us Piso/ 
Hortenfius, where they feem to lie the heavieft [»]. A. Gabimi^ 
This is the fubftance of what Cicero himfelf fays, ^«- 
to excufe the accefs of bis griefs and the onely ex- 
cufe indeed, which can be made for him ; that he 
did not pretend to be tf Stoic, nor afpire to the cha • 
rafter of a Hero : yet we fee fomc writers laboring 
to defend him even againft himfelf; and endea- 
voring to perfuade us, that all this air of dejeSiion 
and defpair was wholly feigned and affumed^ for the 
fake of moving compaflion, and engaging his 
friends to exert themfelves the more warmly, in 
iblliciting his reftoration ; left his affliftion (hould 
deftroy him, before they could effed it \o\ 

When he had been gone a little more than two ^ 
Months^ his friend Ninnius, the Tribun^ made a 
motion in the Senate to recall him, and repeal the law 
of Clodius: to which the whole houfe readily 
agreed, with eight of the Tribuns, till one of the 
other two, .Sllius Ligus, interpofed his negative: 
they proceded however to a refolution, that no 
other bufinefs fhould be tranfaSed^ till the Confuls bad 
aUualfy prepared a new law for that purpofe [^j. 

About 

[tt] Nam quod piirgas cob, mof, magis commovcrct : & 

quos ego mihi fcripii invidifTe, praefens item fe doluifTe fimu- 

k, in eis Catonem : ego vero lavic, ut vir prudenciffimus, 

tantum ilium puto a icclere fcense, quod aiunt ferviret— 

ifto afuifle, ot maxime dolearm Corradi Queftura, p. 291 . 

plus apud me fimulationem [p] Decrevit Senatus fre- 

ahorum, qaam illius faiQm va- quens de meo reditu Kal Jun. 

luific. Cxceri quos purgas, diiTentiente nuUo, referentc 

debent mihipurgati efle, libi L. Ninnio-jinterceflit Ligai 

£ fane. — lb. 15. iile nefcio qui, additameotum 

[(?] Abfens potiusfe dolcre inimicorum meorum. — Om- 

fiaialavlt, ut iuos^ quod dixl- nia Senatus rejiciebat^ niii de 

me 



i^ 
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'- Urb. 695. About the fame time, Quintus Cicero, who kft 
^^\' 49- Afia on the firft of May, arrived at Rome ; ahd 
Calpur-^^ received with great dcmonftations of refpeft, 
iusPiso, h P^fons of all ranks^ who flocked out to meet 
A. GABiMi-^'m [q]. Cicero fuffered an additional anxiety oit 
^*» his account, left the Clodian Cabal^ By means of 

the impeachment, which they threatried^ Ihbuld 
be able to cxpell him too : efpecially, fince C&- 
dim^s Brother^ Aptnus^ was the Prator^ wbofe lot 
it was to Jit on tbofe trials [r]. But Clodius wai 
now lofing ground apace ; being grown fo info- 
lent, on his latefuccefs, that even his friends could 
not bear him any longer : for having baniflied 
Cicero, and fent Cato out of his way, ht b^gaii 
to fancy himfelf a match for Pompey ; by Whofe 
help, or connivance at lead, he had acquired all 
his power j and, in open defiance of him, fei^ed 
by ftratagem into his hands the fon of King Ti- 
graneSy whom Pompey had brought with him frotft 
the eaft, and kept a prifoner at Rome in th^ 
cuftody of Flavius the Prator ; and inftead of de- 
livering him up, when Pompey demanded him, 
undertook, for a large fumm of money, to give 
him bis liberty and fend him home. This however 
did not pafs without a (harp engagement between 
him and Flavius, ^* who marched out of Rotfie, 
*' with a body of men well armed, to recover Ti- 
•' granes by force : but Clodius proved too ftrong 
*' for him j and killed a great part of his conf>- 

meprimum Confules rctulif- fcrat. Pro 5ext. 31. 

fent. ProScxt. 31. [r] Mihi ciiam outfin de 

Non mulco pod difcefTum tnalis in mecu eft, fracris mi- 

meam me univerfi rcvocavi- feri negotium -^Ad Att. 3. 8. 

flis rcfcrcntc L. Ninnio. Poll De Quinto Fracrc nuncii 

red. in Sen. 2. nobis trittes — ^ranefum inmeO 

[y] Huic ad urbem veni- infinito moerore follicitus, k 

cnci tota obviam civitas cum eo magis, quod Appii (|aa»(lia 

lacrymis, gcmituque proccf* dh — lb. 17. 
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•* pany^ atid among them Papirius, a Roman A. Vih. €9^. 
** Knight of Pompey's intimate acquaintance, ^j^'J?* 
** while Flavius alfo himfeif had feme diifioiltyT ^ '„ 
*« to efcape with life \s\. «,vs Vi^^ 

This afiront roufcd Pompey, to think of re- A. Gamiv^m^ 
calling Cicero ; as Well to correiSt the arrogance of ^*' 
Clodius, as to retrieve his credit, and ingratiate 
himfeif with the Senate and People: he dropt 
Ibme hints of his inclination to Cicero* s friends^ and 
particularly to Atticus, who prefcntly gave him 
part of the agreeaWe news : upon which Cicero, 
though he had no opinion of Pompefsjincerity^ was 
encouraged to write to him 5 andjent a copy of his 
letter to Atticus ^ telling him at the fame time, thai 
if Pompey could digefi the affront^ which he had re- 
ceived in the cafe of Tigranes^ be fhould defpair tf 
his being moved by airy thing [/]. Varro likewife. 



[j] Mc cxpulfo, Catonc 
amandacoy in earn ipfam it 
convercit, quo -audore, quo 
adjatore, in concionibus ea, 
quae gerebat, omnia, qaxque 
gefleraty fc fcciflc & facere 
dicebat. Cn. Pompeium — 
diutius fur ori fuo veniam da- 
turum non arbitrabatur. Qui 
ex ejus cufiodia per iniidias 
Regis amici iiliuni» hofltm 
captivnm funipuiiTet; & ea 
injuria virum foniflimam la- 
ceiClTet. Speravic iifdem fe 
copiis cum illo poiTe confli- 
gere, quibufcum ego noluif- 
fem bonorum periculo dimi- 
care. — Pro Dom. 25. 

Ad quartuin ab urbe lapi- 
dem pugna fafia eft : in qua 
multi ex utraque parte ceci- 
derunt ; plures ramen ex Fla- 
vii, inter quos M. Papirius, 
Equcs Ronucus, publicanus^ 

5 



familiaris Pompeio. Flavius 
line comiteRomam vix perfa- 
gic. Afcon. in Milon« 14. 

[f\ Sermonem tuum ic 
Pompeii cognovi ex tuis litc- 
rii. Mocum in Repub. noa 
tantom impendere video^ 
quantum tu auc vides, anc 
ad me confulandum alFers. — 
Tigrane enim neglcfto fub- 
iata funt omnia. — licerarum 
exemplum, quas ad Pompei- 
um fcripfi, mid tibi — Ad 
Att. 3. 8. 

Pompeium etiam fimulato- 
rem puto. Ad Quint. Fra. 
1. 3. 

Ex literis tuis plenus fum 
expedlatiooe de Pompeio^ 
quid nam de nobrs velit, ant 
oftendat. — Si tibi ftultus eiTe 
videor, qui fperem, facio tuo 
jufla« Ad Att. 3. 14. 

who 
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A. Urb. 695. who had a particular intimacy with Pomp^f, di- 
C*f- 49- fired Atticus to let Cicero knotty that Pompd^ would 
L. Calpur.^^^^*^ enter into his caufe^ as foon as be htari 
HI us Pi8o, from Cafar^ which he expeSed to do every day. This 
A. Gabihi- intelligence from fo good an author, raifed Ci- 
***• ccro's hopes, till finding no eflfcdts of it for a con- 

fiderable time, he began to apprehend, that then 
was either nothing at all in it^ or that Cafar*s as^ 
fwer was averfe^ and bad put an end to it [u]. The 
fad: however fhews, what an extraordinary de- 
ference Pompey paid to Caefar, that he would 
not take a (lep in this affair at Rome^ without 
fending firll: to Gaul, to confult him about it. 

The City was alarmed at the fame time, by the 
rumor of afecond plot againji Fompefs Ufe^ faid to 
be contrived by Clodius \ one of wbofe fiaves was 
feized at the door of the Senate^ with a dagger^ 
which bis mafter bad given him^ as be confejfed, to 
flab Pompey: which, being accompanied with 
many daring attacks on Pompcy*s perfon by Clo» 
dius's mob, made him refolve, to retire from the 
Senate and the Forum^ till Clodius was out of his Tri- 
bunate^ andfhut kimfelf up in his own houfe^ whitbeir 
be was fiill purfued and aSiually hefieged by one of 
Chdius^s freednten, Damio. An outrage fo auda- 
cious could not be overlooked by the MagiftrateS, 
who came out with all their forces, tofeize or drive 
away Damio ; upon which a general engagement 
enfued, where GabiniuSj as Cicero fays, *' was 
** forced to break his league with Clodius, and 
•* fight for Pompey j at firfl: faintly and unwill- 

[«] Expedlationem nobis literae, qaas expe£iaret, re* 

non parvam attaleras, cum mifTas efTent, audlorem etiara 

fcripferas Varronem tibi pro dacaram. Ucraxn id nibii 

amicitia confirmaiTe, caafam fuit^ an advcrfatae funt Caefa- 



npdram Pompeium certe fuf- risliterae? lb. i8. 
cepcurum ; Sc fimul a Caefare 



ingfy, 



iMF 
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** itlgly, but at laft heartily; while Pifo, moreA. Urb. 695* 
** religious, flood firm to his contraft, and fought ^J!^- ^9* 
** on Clodius*s fide, till his Fafces were broken^L Calpuh- 
^' amd he himlelf wounded, and forced to run i^ius Piso, 
*• away [x].'* A. Gabinj^ 

Whether any defign was really formed agaif0 ^^* 
Pompey*s life, or the ftory was contrived to fervd 
his prefent views, it Teems probable at leaft, that 
his fears were feigned^ and the danger too con- 
temptible, to give him any juft apprehenfion ; bu6 
the (hutting hin^felf up at home made an itnpref- 
fion upon the vulgar, and furnifhed a better pre- 
tence for turning fo quick upon Clodius, and quell- 
ing that infolence, which he himfelf had raifed i 
foF this was the conftant tenor of his politics, ta 
give a free courfe to the public difbrders, for thef 
fake of difplaying his own importance to more ad- 
vantage i that when the liorm was at the height, 
he might appear at laft in the Scene, like a Deity 
of the Theater, and reduce all again to order ; 
expeAing ft ill, that the people, tired and harafied 
by thefe perpetual tumults, would be forced to 
create him I)i£lator^ for fettling the quiet of the 
City. 

Th€ Confuls ele<^ were P. Cornelius Ledtulus^ 
and Q. Mecellus Nepos: the firft was Cicerd*s 

[x] Ciim hsec non poi]«nt Cuiritamen— ^GabiniuScol- 

diuciuff jam fufHnere, ioitur legit ipfe fe vix: & contra 

Confiliam de interitu Co. faum Clodium, primum fi- 

Pompeii : quo patefaf^o, fer- xnolatej deinde non libenter; 

roc^ue deprebenfb^ ille inclu- ad excremum tamen pro Cn. 

fus doini tamdiu fait, quam- Poitipeio vere, veherrienterquef 

dia ioimicas meus in Triba- pugnavit. — Tu tamen homa 

Hatu. ProSexttfja. ' relrgrofus & fandius, fcedus 

Deprehenfus deDiqiie ctfm frangere noluidi-^itaque in 

ferro ad Senatum is, qoeoi ad illo tumulta fradi fafces, iAu» 

Cn. Pempeiumintenmendnm ip^e, qootidie tela, lapidesi 

collocatum failTt conllabat."*^ fugse.— Ibid. 
InPifon. 12. 

Vol. I. C c warm 
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A. Urb. 695. warm friend^ the fccond bis old enemy \ the faihc, 
Cic. 49. ^ho put that affront upon him on laying down hii 

L Calpur-^^"^^'^'P' ^^^ promotion therefore was a great 
liius Piso, difcouragement to Cicero, who took it for granted^ 

A. GABiNi-that be would employ all his power to obftnift his 
^^^ return; and refleded, as he tells us, ** that 

*' though it was a great thing to drive him out, 
«* yet as there were many who hated, and more, 
*' who envied him, it would not be difficult to 
** keep him out [^].*' But Metellus, perceiving 
which way Pompey's inclination, and Csefar's alfo 
was turning, found reafon to change his mind, or 
at Icaft to diflemble it ; and promifed, not oncly 
to give his confent, but his afliftancc to Cicero^% re- 
ftoration. His CoUegue, Lentulus, in the mean 
while, was no fooner elcdled, than he revived the 
late motion of Ninnius, and propofed a vote, to 
recall Cicero ; and when Clodius interrupted hinj 
and recited that part of ins law, wbicb made it 
criminal^ to move arry thing about it^ Lentulus de-' 
clared it to be no law, but a mere profcription^ and 
aft of violence [z]. This alarmed Clodius, and 
obliged him to exert all his arts, to fupport the 
validity of the law ; he threatened ruin and de- 
ftrudlion to all, who fliould dare to oppoie it 5 and 
to imprint the greater terror, fixed up on the doors 
of the Senate-houfey that claufe which prohibited all 
men tofpeak or oEl in any mam^ for Cicero'' s return^ 
on pain of being treated as enemies. This gave a 
farther difquict to Cicero, left it (hould difhearten 

^., his active friends, and furnifh an excufe to the in- 

\j\ Inimici funt inalti» pat recitaretary ne qms ad vos 

invidi pacne omnes. Ejicere referret — totam illaxn, at ante 

nos xnagDum fuit, excladere dixi» profcriptionem, nonle- 

facileeft. Bp. fam. 14. 3. gem potavitt-^Poft red. h) 



[^] Cum a Tribune pleb. Sen. 4. 
vetaietur, cum prasclarum ca- 



dotent^ 
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dolcnt, for doing nothing ; he infmuates thereforeA; Urb. 695, 
to Atticus, what might be faid to obviate itj ^p'i^* 
" that all fuch claufes were ondy bugbears, with-r r,^,^,,. 
•' out any real force ; or otherwife, no law could niusPiso, 
** ever be abrogated; and whatever efFeft thisA. Gabini- 
** was intended to have, that it mufl: needs fall ^'* 
** of courfe with the law icfelf [4]/' ^ 

In this anxious, ftate of his mind, jealous of 
every thing that could hurt, and catching at every 
thing that could help him, another little incident 
happened, which gave him a frefli caufe of unea- 
linefs : for fome of his enemies had publilhed an 
inveSHve Oration^ drawn up by him for the enter- 
tainment onely of his intimate friends againft 
ibme eminent Senator, not named, but generally 
fuppofed to be Curio, the Father^ who was now 
difpofed and engaged to ferve him : he was fur^ 
prized and concerned, that the oration was made 
public ; and his infti'uflions upon it to Atticus are 
fbmewhat curious ; and (hew how much he was 
ftruck with the apprehenfion, of lofmg fo power- 
full a friend. ** You have ftunned me, fays he, 
•* with the news of the Oration's being publilhed : 
** heal the wound, as youproraife, if you poflibly 
•* can : I wrote it long ago in anger, after he had 
•* firft written againft me ; but had fupprefled it 
*• fo carefully, that I never dreamt of its getting 
•* abroad, nor can imagine how it flipt out : but 
*' lince, as fortune would have it, I never had a word 
•* with him in perfon, and it is written more neg- 

[a] Tute fcripfifti, quod- gnm, quae abrogarentur. Nam 

dam caput legis Clodium in ft id efl*et, nulla fere abrogari 

Curiae pofte fixifTe, ne referri, poflec : — fed cam lex abroga- 

neve dici liceret. — Ad Att. tur, illud ipfam abrogatur, 

3« i^. quo non earn abrogari opor* 

Sed vides nanqoam tG& ob- teat.-«-Ib. 234 
jbrvacas fan^ion«^ earum le^ 

C c % « ligcntly, * 
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A. Urb. 695." ligcntly, than my other orations ufually a:c; I 
Cic. 49* ** cannot but think that you may difown it, and 

L Calpur. " prove it not to be mine : pray take care of this, 
KiuiPiso, *' if you fee any hopes for me*, if not, there is 

A. Gabini- ** the lefs reafon to trouble myfelf about it [*]." 
V*' His principal Agents and Sollicitors at Rome 

werePhis Brother ^intuSy his fVife Tereniia^ his 
Son-in-law PifOy Aiticus^ and ' Sextius. But the 
Brother and the Wife, being both of them naturally 
peevifh, feem to have given him fome additional dif- 
quiet, by their mutual complaints agatnft each other; 
which obliged him to admonifh them gently in his 
letters, fbat fince their friends were fo few^ they 
ought to live more amicably among themfelves [r]. 

TfRENTiA however bore a very confiderable 
part of the whole affair ; and inftead of being 
daunted by the depreflfion of the family^ and the 
ruin of their fortunes, feems to have been animated 
rather the more to withftand the violences of their 
enemies, and procure her hufband's reftoration. 
But one of Cicero's Letters to her in thefe unhappy 
circumftances will give the cleared view of her 
charaftcr, and the fpirit, with which (he afted. 

*' Cicero to Terentia. 

" Do not imagine, that I write longer Letters 
*' to any one than to you, unlefs it be when I 

[hi] PercufTidi autem me de mihi-^ videtar negligentias, 

Oradone prolata: cui vul. quam caeterae, puto poflt; pro- 

neri. ut fcribis, medere, ft bari non tS^ meam. Id, fi 

quid potes. Scripft equidem pucas me poiTe fanari, cures 

olim iratus, quod ille prior velim : fm plane perii,.miDas 

fcripferat: fed ita comprefTe- laboro. Ad Ate. 3. XII. 
ram, ut nunquana manaturam [c] De quinto fratre nihil 

putarem. QuomodoeiEcide- ego te accuiavi, fed vos, cum 

ric nefcio. Sed qiiia nunquam prxfertim lam paoci eftis, vo* 

accidie, ut cum eo verbo uno Jui eHe quaai conjunAifilmor. 

conccrtarexn i ic quia Tcripta £p. Fam. 14. 1. 

" receive 
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«^ receive a long one from fomebody elfe, which A. Urb. 695* 
*' I find myfelt obliged to anfwer. For I have ^j.^- 49- 

" nothing either to write, nor in my prefenr fitua-L Calpur- 
" tion employ myfelf on any thing that is more ^lusPiso, 
" troublefome to me ; and when it is to you and A. Gabini- 
*« our dear Tulliola, I cannot write without a flood ^*- 
" of tears. For I fee you the moft wretched of 
** women, whom I wifhed always to fee the hap- 
'* pieft, and ought to have made fo ; as I fhould 
•* have done, if I had not been fo great a Cow- 
'* ard. I am extremely fenfible of Pifo's fervices 
.*« to us ; have exhorted him, as well as I could, 
** and thanked him as I ought. Your hopes, I 
" perceive,' are in the new 1 ribuns : that will be 
*' efFeftual, if Fompey concur with them : but I 
'* am afraid ftill of Craffus. You do every thing 
" for me, 1 fee, with the utmoft courage and af- 
** fcdion : nor do I wonder at it -, but lament 
*< our unhappy fate, that my miferies can onely be 
** relieved by your fufFering dill greater : for our 
" good friend, P. Valerius wrote me word, what 
'" I could not read without burfting into tears, 
** how you were dragged from the Temple of 
" Vefta to the Valerian Bank, Alas my light, 
*« my darling, to whom all the world ufcd to fue 
^' for help ! that you, my dear Terentia, fliould 
*' be thus infuited -, thus opprefled with grief and 
** difl:refs ! and that I fhould be the caufe of it ; 
** I, who have preftrved fo many others, that 
*' we ourfelves fliould be undone ! .As to what you 
" write about the houfc, that is, about the area ; 
*« I fliall then take myfelf to be reftored, when 
•* that fliall be refl:ored to us. But thofe things 
'* are not in our power. What afFeds me more 
** nearly is, that when fo great an expence is ne- 
. ** ceflary, it fliould all He upon you, who are fo 
•* miferably ftript and plundered already. If we 
C c 3 ** live 



VI. 
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A. Urb. 69j.<< live to fee an end of thefe troubles, we Ihall 

^cP' " repair all the reft. But if the fame fortune muft 

L.Calpuii-'* ^^^^ dcprefs us, will you throw away the poor 

NIU8 Piso, " remains, that are left for your fubfiftencc? For 

A. Gabini-cc God's fake, my dear life, let others fupply the 

«« money, who are able, if they are willing : and 

*< if you love me, do nothing that can hurt your 

<< health, which is already fo impaired. For you 

" are perpetually in my thoughts both day and 

** night. I fee that you decline no fort of trou- 

*' ble ; but am afraid, how you will fuftain it. 

•* Yet the whole affair depends on you. Pay the 

" firft regard therefore to your health, that we 

** may attain the end of all your wifhes, and your 

** labors. I know not whom to write to, except 

«' to thofe, who write to me, or of whom you 

** fend me fome good account. I will not remove 

** to a greater diftance, fince you are againftit; 

" but would have you write to me as often as f 

*' poflible, efpecially if you have any hopes, that 

" are well grounded. Adieu, my dear lovc^ 

«' adieu. Ihe 5th of Oftober from Theffa- 

** lonica." 

Terentia had a particular eftate of her own, 
nor obnoxious to Clodius*s law, which (he was now 
offering to lale, for a fupply of their prefent necef- 
fities : this is what Cicero refers to, where he en- 
treats her not to throw away the fmall remains of 
her fortunes-, which he prcfTes ftill more warmly in 
another Letter, putting her in mind, ** that if their 
•' friends did not fail in their duty, (he could not 
•* want money ; and if they did, that her own 
^' would do but little towards making them eafy ; 
•^ he implores her therefore not to ruin the boyj 
** who, if there was any thing left to keep him from 
«^ want, would, with a moderate fiure of virtue 

f« and 
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«« and good fortune, cafily recover the reft [i]." A. Urb. 695. 
The fon-in-law, Pifo, was extremely affeclionate ^j^- 49- 
and dutifull in performing all good offices both to^ Calpur- 
his baniOied Father and the Family ; and rejigntd niusPiso/ 
the Siuaftorftnp of Pontus and Bitbyma^ on purpofeA. Gabini- 
to ferve them the more cfFeftually by his prefence ^'' 
in Rome: Cicero makes frequent acknowledgment 
of his kindnefs and generofity ; '* Pifb's huma- 
*^ nity, virtue and love for us all is fo great, fays 
** he, that nothing can excede it; the Gods grant, 
** that it may one day be a pleafure, I am fure, 
•* it will always be an honor to him [e]** 

Atticus likewife fupplied them liberally with 
money : he had already furnilhed Cicero, for the 
exigencies of, his flight, with above 2000 pounds ^ 
md upon fucceding to the great eftate of his uncle 
C^ciHuj^ wbofe name he now ajfumed^ made him a 
frejh offer of bis purfe [/] : yet his condudt did not 

wholly 



\d'\ Tantum fcribo, ii erupt 
in officio amici, pecunia non 
deerity fi non eruot, tu efficere 
taa pecunia non poterls. Per 
Ibftunas miferas noilras, vide 
ne puerum perditum perda- 
Bills : Ctti ii aliquid erit, ne 
eeeat, mediocri virtute opus 
en, 8c mediocri fortuna, uc 
caetera confequatur. Ibid. 

[e] Qui Pontnm & Bithy- 
niam Qoseftor pro mea falute 
aeglexit. — Poft red. in Sen. 

Pifonis humanitas, virtus, 
amor in nos omnes tantus eft, 
Qt nihil fupra tSt poffic. Uti« 
nam ea res ei voluptati fit, 
glorix quidem video fore. £p. 
fam. 14. 1. 

[/] Ciceroni, ex patria 

fbgienti H. S. dttcenta^qQin* 

C 



quaginta millia donavit. 
Corn. Ncp, Vit. Att. 4. 

Quod te in tanta hereditate 
ab omni occupatione expe* 
difli, valde mihi gratum eft. 
Quod faculcaccs tuas ad mean^ 
falutempolliceris, utoitinibua 
rebus a te prastercaeteros juvct, 
id quantum fit praeHdium vi- 
deo — Ad Att. 3. 20. 

This Csecilius, Atticus*8 nn"' 
cle, was a famous churl and 
nfurer, fometimes mentione4 
in Cicero's letters, who a- 
dopted Atticus by his will, 
and left him three fourths of 
his eftate, which amounted to 
above 80000I. fterling. He 
had raifed this great fortune 
by the favor chiefly of LucuU 
lus, whom he flattered to the 
laft with a promife of making ' 
c ^ i^im 



v». 
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A. Urb 695. wholly fatisfy Cicero ; who thought bim t$o i^4 
Cjc. 49. andremifsin bisfervice^ andfancied^ that U flomi 

L CALPUR-A^'*'y^*^y^^^^ refentment^ for having never received 
Nius Pisojrom himj in his florijhing condition^ any ieneficial, 

A. GABini'proofs of his friend/hip : in order therefore to roufo 
his zeal, he took eccafion to promife him, in one 
of his letters, that whatever reafon he had to com- 
plain on that fcore, it (hould all be made up to 
him, if he lived to return : ** If fortune, fays he, 
** ever reftore me to my country •, it (hall be my 
** fpecial care, that you, above all my friends, 
•* have caufc to rejoice at it : and though hitherto; 
" I confefs, you have reaped but little benefit 
** from my kindnefs; I will manage fo for the 
** future, that whenever I am reftored, you (hall 
** find yourfcif as dear to me as my Brother and 
^* my Children : If Ihave been wanting therefore 
♦* in my duty to you, or rather, fincc I have been 
♦* wanting, pray pardon me ; for I have been 
" much more wanting to myfelf[^]." ButAtticus 
begged of him to lay afide all luch fancies, and 



)iim his heir, yet left the bulk 
of his eltate to Acticus, who 
had beep \tTy obfervant of 
his humor : for which fraud, 
added to his notorious avarice 
9.nd extortion, the mcb (ipized 
his dead body, and dragged 
it infamoufly about the Ilreets. 
— Val. Max. 7. 8. Cicero, 
congratulating Atticus upon 
his adoption, addre/Tes his 
letter to Q^ Cjecilius, Q;^ F. 
Fomponianus Acticus. fpr 
in aiFumingthe name of tbe 
Adopter, it \vas ufua! to add 
alio their own family name, 
though changed in its ter- 
mination from Pomponius to 
Pompoiiiftnus, to p refei ve the 



memory of their real extrac- 
tion : to which fome added 
alfo the fur name, as Cicero 
does in the prefent cafe. Ad 
Alt. 3. 20. 

[g\ Ego, fi me aliqaando 
veitri Sc patriae compotem for- 
tuna feceri(, certe efficiam, ut 
niaxime lastere onus ex omni- 
bus amicis : meaque officia ac 
ftodia, quae parum antea luxe- 
runt (fatendum eft enim) fie 
exequar, ot me anjue tibi ac 
fratri & iiberis noftris retUto- 
tum potes. Si quid in te pec- 
cavi, ac potias qiioniam pec- 
cavi, ignofce : in me enim 
ipfum peccavi vehementius. 
Ad Att. 3. 15, 

aflure^ 
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alTured him, that there was not the leaft ground for^- Urb. 695: 
them 5 and that he bad never been difgufted by any ^*^- 49- 
tbif^ which he had either done^ or negleSled to doj^ q^' 
for him '9 entreating him to be pcrfedly cafy on wiusPiso/ 
that head, and to depend always on his beft fer-A. Gabini- 
vices, without giving himfelf the trouble, even of ^'* 
reminding him [/?]. Yet after all, the fufpicion it- 
felf, as it comes from one, who knew Atticus fo 
perfedlly, feems to leave fome little blot upon his 
charadler : but whatever caufe there might be for 
it, it is certain, that Cicero at leaft was as good as 
his word, and by the care which he took after his 
return, to celebrate Atticus*s name in all his writ- 
ings, has left the moil illuftrious teftimony to po- 
fterity of his fincere efteem and aflfedion for him„ 

Sextius was one of the Tribuns eleSl ; and be- 
ing intircly devoted to Cicero, took the trouble of 
a journey into Gaul, to follicit Cafar^s confent to 
his reftoration ; which though he obtained, as well 
by his own interceflion, as by Pompcy's letters, 
yet it feems to have been with certain limitations, 
not agreeable to Cicero : for on Sextius's return to 
Rome, when he drew up the copy of a law^ which 
he intended to propofe, upon his entrance into of- 
fice ; conformable, as we may imagine, to the 
conditions ftipulated with Caefar •, " Cicero greatly 
•^ difliked it ; as being too general, and without 
♦* the mention even of his name, nor providing 
♦* fufficiently cither for his dignity, or the reftitu- 
** tion of his eftate •, fo that he defires Atticus to 
>* uke care to get it amended by Sextius [ij." 

The 

\y\ Quod me vetas qaic« ifta cora. Tibi tamen eo plus 
^uam fafpicari accidifTe ad debeo, quotuainmehumani- 
animum tuum, qood fecus a tas faerie excelfior, qaam ia 
ipe erga te commiiTuiii, auc te inea. lb. 20. 
praecermifTum videretur, ge- [i] Hoc incerim tempore, 
fam tibi morem 6c liberabor P. Sextids, deiignatus iter ad 

C. Caefarem 
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Mk. Urb. 69$. The old Tribuns> in (he mean while, Hgbi ^ 
Cic. 49. fiihwrn Wire Ckere^s friends^ refolved to make one 
L. CMxrvn- ^^"^^^ ^^^^ ^^ obtstto a law in his favor, which - 
MivsPiso, they jointly offered to the people m sJbe iwenty- 
Jk. Gabiki- eighth of OSober : but Cicero was much more dif- 
v^ p)ea(ed with this, Chan with Sextius's : tc confifted 

of three articles ; the firfl of which refiered him 
Mihf io bis firmer rank, kui noi to his efiate : the 
lecond was onely matter of form, to indemmfy the 
fropofers of it: the third enadbed, *' that if there 
*^ was any thing in it, which was prohibited to be 
** promulgated by any former law, particularly by 
*' that of Clodius, or which involved the author 
*' of fuch promulgation in any fine or penalty, 
" that in fuch cafe it (bould have no effect. Cicero 
•' was furprized, that his friends could be induced 
*' to propofe fuch an adl, which feemed to be 
^* againft him, and to confirm that claufe of the 
^ Clodian law, which made it penal to move any 
** thing for him :'* whereas no claufes of that 
kind had ever been regarded, or thought to have 
any fpecial force, but fell of courfc, when the 
laws ihcmfelves were repealed: heobferves, "that 
^' it was an ugly precedent for the fucceding Tri- 
•^ buns, if they (hould happen to have any fcro- 
*' pies ; and that Clodius had already taken the 
*' advantage of it, when in a fpeech to the people, 
*^ on the third of November, he declared, that 
•' this a(fb of the Tribuns was a proper leflbn to 
*^ their fucceffors, to let them fee how far their 
*' power extended. He defires Atticus thcrefi>re 
*' to find out, who W2fe the contriver of it, ancj 

C. Caefarem pro mea falate nitatis fatis habet nee caatio- 

fttfGepic. Qgid cgerit, quan- nis. Nam & i\pminatiin (txtt 

mm profccerlt, nihil adcau* oporret, & de bonis diligen- 

iam. Pro Sexc. 32. tius fcribi : & id animadver- 

Rogatio Sextii nequc dig- tas veliia. Ad Att. 3. ao. 

5 ^t how 
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^* how Ninnius and the reft came to be fo much A. Urb. 695: 
«« overfeen, as not to be aware of theconfcquenccs ^*^- 49- 
Th e moft probable folution of it is, that thefe hiusPibo/ 
Tribuns hoped to carry their point with Icfs dif- A. Gabini. 
ficuky, by paying this deference to Clodius^s iaWj ^'' 
the validity of which was acknowledged ly Catc^ and 
feveral others of the principal Citizens [/] ; and they 
were induced to make this pu(h for it, before they 
quitted their office, from a perfuafion, that tf 
Cicero was once reftored, on any terms, or with 
what reftriftions foevcr, the reft would follow of 
courfe ; and that the recovery of his dignity would 
neceflarily draw after it every thing elfe, that was 
wanted : Cicero feems to have been fenfible of it 
himfelf on fecond thoughts, as be intimates, in 
the conclufion of his letter 5 " I fhould be forry, 
^' fays he, to have the new Tribuns infert fuch a 
*♦ claufe in their law 5 yet let them infert what 
*' they pleafe, if it will but pafs and call me home, 
" I fhall be content with it [w]/' But the onely 
projeft of a law which he approved, was drawn 
by his Couftn C. Vifellius Aculeo^ an eminent lawyer 
of that age,^ for another of the new Tribuns, 
T. Fadius, who had been his ^uaftor^ when he 
was Conful: he advifed his friends therefore, if 

[k] Quo major eft fufpicio um & cxteros fugerit invefti- 

inalitica]icojas,cuinid,qaod ges velim, & quis atCuIerit, 

ad ipfos nihil pertinebat, erat &c. lb. 23. 
autem contra xne, fcripferunt. [/] Video enim quofiiam 

Ut Bovi Tribuni Pleb. ii ef- clariffimos viros, aliquot locis 

fent timidiores, multo magis judicaife, te cum plebe jure 

£bi eo capice utendum puta- agere potailTe. ProDom. 16. 
rent. Neque id a Clodio prae- [m] Id caput fane nolim 

termifTum eft» dixit enim in Dovos Tribunos pleb. ferre: 

concione ad diem III. Non. fed perferant modo quidlibet: 

Novemb. hoc capite defigna- uno capite quo revocabor, 

tis Tribunis pleb. praefcriptum modo res coDficiatur^ ero con- 

t& quid iiceret. U( Ninni- tentus. Ad. Act. 3. 23. 

tbire 
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A. Urb. SgiJbere was anyprojpe^ offuccefs^ to pu/b forwards that 
Cic 49. j^^ wbicb intirefy pleafed him [»]. 

L Calpvr- ^^ ^^'^ fufpcnfe of his affairs at Rome, the 
viusPiKo, troops, which Pilb had provided 'for his govern- 

A. Gabimi- ment of Macedonia, began to arrive in great num- 
^»- bers in Theffalonica [o'\ : This greatly alarmed him, 

and made him refolve to quit the place without delay : 
and as it was not adviiable to move farther from 
Italy, he ventured to come ftill nearer, and turned 
back again to Dyrrhachium : for though this was 
within the didance forbidden to him by law, yet 
he had no reafon to apprehend any danger, in a 
Town particularly devoted to him, and which had 
always been under his /pedal patronage and protec- 
tion. He cante thither on the twe^ity-fifth of No- 
vember^ and gave notice of his removal to his 
friends at Rome, by letters of the fame date, begun 
at Theffalonica and finijhed at Dyrrhachium [/>] : 
which (hews the great haft, which he thought ne- 
cefTary, in making this fudden change of his quar- 
ters. Here he received another piece of news, 
which difpleafcd him •, " that with the confent 
" and affiftance of his managers at Rome, the 
«* Provinces of the Conftls elcd had been furnifli- 
*« ed with money and troops by a decree of the 
** Senate :** but in what manner it afieded him, 

[ti] Sed (i eft aliquid in fpe, me officiofa. £p. Fam. 14 1. 
vide legem, quam T. Fadio Nam ego eo nomine fum 

fcripfic Vifellius: ea mihi Dyrrhacbii, uc quam celer- 

perplacet. — Ibid. rime qaid ag»car, aadiam,& 

[0] Me adhuc Plancius re- fum tuco. Civicas enim haec 

tinet. — Sed jam cum adven- femper a me defenfa ed. lb. 3. 
tare milites dicerentur, faci- Quod mei fludiofos habeo 

endum nobis erit, ut ab eo Dyrrhachinos, ad eos per- 

difcednmus. lb. 22. rexi, com ilia fuperlora l^ef- 

[/>] Dyrrhachium veni quod falonicx rcripfifTem. Ad Ate. 

8c libera civitas c(l| ic in 3. 22. Fam. 14. 1. 

and 
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and what reafon he had to be uneafy at it, willA. Urb. 695* 
be cxplaned by his own Letter upon it to Atticus. ^ic. 49. 

" When you firft ftnt me word, fays b^y thatj^ Calpur. 
" the Confular Provinces had been fettled and wius Piso,' 
" provided for by yourconfent; though I was A. Gabini- 
" afraid, left it might be attended with fome ill ^'^ 
** confequcnce, yet I hoped, that you had fome 
** fpecial reafon for it, which I could not pene- 
•« trate : but having fince been informed, both 
*« by friends and letters, that yqur conduft is 
** univerfally condemned, I am extremely difturb- 
** ed at it ; becaufe the little hopes, that were left, 
•* feem now to be deftroyed : for fhould the new 
** Tribuns quarrel with us upon it, what farther 
«« hopes can there be ? and they have reafon to 
«« do foj fince they were not confulted in it, 
«* though they had undertaken my caufe, and 
•* have loft by our conceflion all that influence, 
*« which they would otherwife have had over it 5 
«' efpecially when they declare, that it was for 
«« my fake onely, that they defired the power of 
•* furniftiing out the Confuls ; not with defign to 
«« hinder them, but to fecure them to my in- 
•« tereft; whereas if the Confuls have a mind to 
•* be pcrverfe, they may now be fo without any 
«« rifle; yet let them be never fo well difpofed, 
«* can do nothing without the confent of the Tri- 
«* buns. As to what you fay, that if you had 
«« not agreed to it, the Confuls would have car- 
«« ried their point with the people ; that could 
** never have been done againft the will of the 
** Tribuns: lam afraid therefore, that we have 
*« loft by it the afFedion of the Tribuns ; or if 
** that ftill remains, have loft at leaft our hold on 
♦« the Confuls. There is another inconvenienqe 
" ftill, not lefs confidcrable ; for that important 
*' declaration, as it was reprefented to me, that 
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A. Urb. 69;. «< tbi Senate would enter into notbingy till mj a^if 

Cic. 49. cc wasfettledy is now at an end ; arid in a ca^ 

L. C^^ " "^^ oncly unncccflary, but new and unprcce- 

mus Piso, " dented 5 for I do not believe, that the Provinces 

A. Gabim/.<« of thc'Confuls had ever before been provided 

v». <« for untill their entrance into office : but having 

<< now broken through chat refolution, which thejr 

<< had taken in my caufe, they are at liberty to 

<* procede to any other bufinefs, as they pleafe. le 

<* is not however to be wondered at, that my 

«« friends, who were applied to, (hould conient to 

<< it; for it was hard for any one, to declare 

<« openly againft a motion, fo beneficial to the 

•• Two Confuls ; it was hard, I fay, to refufeany 

<* thing to Lenculus, who has always been my 

«* true friend •, or to Metcllus, who has given up 

•' his refcntments with fo much humanity ; yet I 

«* am apprehenfive, that we have alienated the 

^< Tribuns, and cannot hold the Confuls : write 

^« me word, I define you, what turn this has 

** taken, and how the whole affair ftands ; and 

•* write with your ufual franknefs \ for 1 love to 

«• know the truth, though it (hould happen to be 

V difagreeable." The tenth of December [y]. 

But Atticus, inftead of anfwering this letter, 
or rather indeed before he received it, having oc- 
cafion to vifit his eftate in Epirus, took his way 
thither through Dyrrhachium, on purpofe to fee 
Cicero, and explane to him in perfon the motives 
of their condudt. Their interview was but fliort j 
and after they parted, Cicero, upon fome new in- 
telligence, which gave him frefh uneafinefs, fcnt 
another letter after him into Epirus, to call him 
back again : " After you left me, fays he, I re- 
*' ceivcd letters from Rome, for which I per- 

[f] Ad Art. 3. 24. 

" ccive, 
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♦* ccive^ that I mu ft end my days in this ca!a- A. ^ifi. 695, 
•* mity ; and to fpeak the truth, (which yon will ^\^ 
•< take in good part) if there had been anjr hopes ^ c*^*- 
•* of my return, you, who lore me fo well, would irivs Pts^f 
•* never have left the City at fuch a conjun6h3rc : A. Guiiii- 
•* but I fay no more j left I be thought either tin- ^^* 
" gratefiill, or defirous to involve my friends too 
** in my ruin : one thing I beg ; that you would 
** not fail, as you have grven your word, to come 
*' to me, wherever I (hall happen to be, before 
<' the firft of January [r]." 

Whilb he was thus perplexing himfelf with 
perpetual fears and fufpicions, his caufe was pro- 
ceding very profperoufly at Rome, and fcemed 
to be in fuch a train, that it could not be ob- 
ftru6led much longer : for the new Magiftrates^ 
who were coming on with the new year, were all, 
except the T?rator Affitis^ fuppofed to be his 
friends ; while his enemy Clodius was ibon to re- 
fign his office, on which the greateft part of his 
power depended : Clodius himfelf was fenfible of 
the dally decay of his credit, through the fupcrior 
influence of Pompey 5 who had drawn Caefar away 
from him, and forced even Gabinius to deiert 
him : fo that, out of rage and defpair, and the de- 
fire of revenging himfelf on thefe new and more 
pov;erfulI enemies, he would willingly have dropt 
the purfuit of Cicero ; or confented even to recall 
hiTi, if he could have perfuaded Cicero's friends 
an i the Senate to join their forced with him againft 
tLe Triumvirate, For this end, ** he produced 
*' Bibulus and the other Augurs in an Aflfembly 
^* of the people, and demanded of them, whether 
" it was not unlawfull to tranfaft any public bufi- 
** nefs, when any of them were taking the Au- 

\f\ Ad Att* 3. 25; 

« fpices ?'• 
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A. Urb. 695. <* fpices ?" To which they all anfwered in the a^ 
^^ 49t firmative. " Then he aflced Bibulus, whethtf 

L C^LPUR- " ^^ ^^ ^^^ aftually obferving the heavens, as 
111US Pito» ^* oft as any bf Csefar's laws were propofed to tho 

A. GABim- << people ? To which he anfwered in the affirma- 
vs. c< tive : but being produced a fecond time by tho 

*^ Praetor Appius, he added, that he took the 
*< Aufpices alfo, in the fame manner, at the 
*^ time when Clodius's a& of adoption was con- 
" firmed by the people :" but Clodius, while he 
gratified his prefent revenge, little regarded how 
much it turned againft himfelf; but infifted, 
** that all Csefar's ad:s ought to be annulled by the 
*' Senate, as being contrary to the Aufpices ; and 
^* on that condition, declared publicly, that he 
** himfelf would bring back Cicero, the guardian 
*• of the City, on his own (houlders [i]/* 

In the fame fit of revenge, he fell upon the 
Conful Gabinius ; and in an allembly of the peo- 
ple, which he called for that purpofe, wiib bis 
bead veiled and a little altar and fire before bim^ con- 
fecrated bis wbole eftate. This had been fometimes 
done againft traiterous Citizens ; and when legally 
performed, had the efFed of a confifcation, by 
making the place and efFefts ever zhtv facred and 
public: bur in the prefent cafe, it was confidered 
onely as an act of madnefs ; and tbe Tribun Nin- 
nius^ in ridicule of it, confecrated Qodius's efiate 
in tbe fame foi'm a?ul manner^ that whatever efficacy 

[/] Tu tuo praccipitante omnis aftio poflcrioribos men- 
jam k dcbilltato Tribunatu, fibus fuit, omnia, qas C. 
aiifpiciorum patro* us fubito Cxfar egrflet, quae cohtra aa- 
rxtitiili. Tu M. Bibulum in fpicia e2eat a£la, perfenatonr 
concione, tu Augures pro- refciudi oportere. Quod i 
duxirti. Te inrerrogante Au- fiexet, dicebas, te tuis hume- 
gurcs rtfponderunt, cum de ris me, cuftodem urbis, in ur- 
I celo fervarum fit, cum populo bcm rela:u:um. Pro Dom* 
a^i non poiic — :ua deniquc 15. 
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was afcribed to the ohe, the other might jujily chaU A. Urb. 695. 
Unge the fame [/]. Cic. 49, . 

But the expefted hour was now come, which t i'®^* 
put an end to his deteftable Tribunate : it had been nius P^scT' 
uniform and of a piece from the firft to the lad 5 A. Gabini'- 
the moft infamous and corrupt that Rome had ever u'- 
feen : there was fcarce an office beftowed at home, 
or any favor granted to a Prince, State, or City 
abroad^ but what he openly fold to the befl: bidder : 
** The Poets, fays Cicero^ could not feign a Cha-i 
«' rybdis, fo voracious as his rapine: he conferred 
** the title of King on thofe who had it not, and 
*' took it away from thofe who had [«] ;'* and fold 
the rich Priejlhoods of AJia^ as the Turks are faid 
to fell the Grecian Bifhopricks, without regarding 
whether they were full or vacant ; of which Cicero 
gives us a remstrkable inftance. *' There was a 
«' celebrated Temple of Cybele, at Peffinuns in 
*' Phrygia, where that Goddefs was worfhipped 
*' with Angular devotion, not onely by all Afia, 
•' but Europe too 5 and where the Roman Gene* 
** rals themfelvcs often ufed to pay their vows 
** and make their offerings." Her prieft was in 
quiet pofleffion, without any rival Pretender, or 
any complaint againft him 5 yet Clodius, by a law 
of the people, granted this Priefthood to one Bro- 
gitarus, a petty Soverein in thofe parts, to whom 

\t\ Tu, tu, inqoam, capita teres. — Pro Dona. 47, 48. 
velato, coDcione advocata, [z/] Reges qui erant, ven- 

foculo poiito bona toi Gabinii didit ; qui non erant, appel- 

confecrafti in— quid ? cxem- lavit — quam denique tarn im- 

plo tuo bona caa nonne L. manem Charybdim poetas fin- 

Ninnias — confecravit? quod gendo exprinaere potuerunt, 

£, quia ad te pertinec, ratam quas tantos exhaurire gurgi- 

cffe negas oportere ; ea jura tes poffet, quantas ifte prae- 

condituifti in praeclaro tribu- das — exforbuit? De Haruf. 

siatu tuo, quibus in te. con- refp. 27. 
verfis, recuiares, alioi ever- 

yoL. L DM hs 
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A. Urb. 695. he had before given the title of King: and I JhaU 

Cic. 49. fbink him a King indeed^ fays Cicero, if ever be k 

T n^^' ^^^ ^^ P^ ^be pur chafe money : but the fpoils of the 

NiusPiso, Temple were • deltined to that ufe; and would 

A. GABiNifoon have been applied to it; if Deiotarus^ Kir^ 

''*• of Galatia^ a Prince of* noble charader^ and a true 

friend to Rome, had not defeated the impious 

bargain^ by taking the Temple into his pcotecH- 

on, and maintaining the lawful! Prieil againft (he 

intruder; not fufFering Brogitarus, /i^^i(fi& his fin- 

in-law^ to pollute or touch any thing belonging to it [x]. 

All the ten new Tri^uns had folemnly'pro- 

mifed to ferve Cicero ; yet Clodius found means 

to corrupt two of them, S. Atilius Serraous»* and 

Numerius Quinftius Gracchus; by whofe help 

he was enabled ftill to make head againft Cicero's 

party, and retard his reftoration fome time longer: 

but Pifo and Gabinius, perceiving the (bene to be^ 

opening apace in his favor, and his return to be 

unavoidable, thought it time to get out of his 

way, and retire to their feveral governments, to 

[at] Qui accepta pecania principem aram Sc in illo^ 

PeliiDuntem ipfuxn, fedem !oc6 Fanoq'ue perfolverent.-^ 

domiciliumque Macris Deo- Puubo regem» fi habeerit 

rum vaflarisy & Brogicaro, unde tibi folvat.— Nam cam 
Gallogr£CO| imparo homini ' multa regia font in Deiotaro, 

acnefario — totumillamlocam torn ilia maxime, quod tibi 

fanumquevendideris. Sacer- nummum niillam dedit. -— 

dotem ab ipfis aris, pulvina- Quod Peffinuntem per (celur 

Tibofque detraxeris. — Quae a te yiblatum, Sc facerdote, 

Reges omnesy qui Aiiam facrifqae fpoliatum recupe- 

Europamque tenoerunt, fern- ravit. — Quod casremonias ab 

per fumma religione colue- oxnnivetudate accepta s aBro« 

rant — Quae Majores noilri gitaro pollui noh iinit, ma- 

tarn fandta du^certmt, ut—- vultque generom fuum mu- 

iioftri Imperatores maximis nere tuo, quam illud Fanum 

Sc periculodfiimis bellis huic antiquitate religion is car ere.— 

Dea: vota facerent, eaqne in Ibid. 13. Pro Sext. 26. 
ipfo Peflinunte ad illamipfaia 

^ cftjoy 
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^njoy the reward of their perfidy : fo that they 
both left Rome, with the expiration of this year, 
and Pifo fet out for Macedonia, Gabinius for 
Syria. 

On tbefirji of January the new Conful Lentu-A. Urb. 696, 
iu3, after the ceremony of his inauguration, and ^p*i^* 
his firft duty paid, as ufual, to religion, entered p^orneli- 
direftly into Cicero's affair, and moved the Senate us Lentu- 
for his reftoration [y] \ while his Collegue Metel- lus Spin- 
Ims declared, with much feeming candor, " that^^"^^' 
** though Cicero and he had been enemies, on ^ s MErlhi 
*' account of their different fentiments in politics, lusNepos. 
*' yet he would give up his refentments to the au- 
** thority of the Fathers, and the interefts of the 
*« Republic [2]." Upon which L. Gotta, a per- 
ibn of Confular and Cenforian rank, being alked his 
opinion the firft, (aid, '* that nothing had been 
** done againft Cicero agreeably to right or law, 
*« or the cuftom of their anceftors : that no Citi- 
<* zen could be driven out of the City without a 
«* trial ; and that the people would not condemn, 
<' nor even try a man- capitally, but in an aflem- 
** bly of their Centuries,: that the whole was the 
*' effeft of violence, turbulent times, and an op- 
** prefled Republic : that in fo ftrange a revolu- 
^' tion and confufion of all things, Cicero had 
** onely ftept afide, to provide for his future tran- 
•* quillity, by declining the impending ftorm ; 
*< and fince he had freed the Republic from no 

[y'[ Kalendis Janoariis. — ejus moderatio de me? Qui 

P.^Lentulus Conful — fimul cum inimicitias Tibi mecum 

ac de folemni religione retu- ex Reipub. difibnfione fufcep- 

lic, nihil humanarum ' rerum tafi tKe dixiiTet, eas fe Pacri* 

fibi prius, qaam de me agen- bas confcriptis dixie Sc tem- 

dum judicavit. Poft red. ad poribus Reipab. permiiTurum 

Quir. 5. ^ — proScxt. 32, 

lz\ Quae ctiam Collegae 

Dd2 «' lefs 
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AUrb. 696." lefs danger by his abfence, than he had d6ne 

^c ¥^' " before by his prefcncc, that he ought not oniely 

P Corn eh" ^^ ^^ reftored, but to be adorned with new ho- 

U3 Lentu- " nors : that what his mad enemy had publilhed 

Lus Spin- <« againft him, was drawn fo abfurdly both in 

THER, cc words and fcntiments, that, if it had been 

usaITet'el-*' enaftedin proper form, it could never obtain 

lusNepos." the force of a law: that fince Cicero therefore 

" was expelled by no law, he could not want a 

«' law to reftore him, but ought not to be recalled 

*^ by a vote of the Senate." — Pompey, who fpokc 

next, having highly applauded what Cotta faidi 

added, '' that for the fake of Cicero's future quiet, 

** and to prevent all farther trouble from the fame 

<« quarter, it was his opinion that the peopk 

** fhould have a fhare in conferring that grace, 

*' and their confent be joined alfo to the authority 

•' of the Senate.*' After many others had fpoken 

likewife with great warmth in the defence and 

praife of Cicero, they all came unanimoufly into 

Pompey's opinion, and were proceding to make 

a decree upon it, when Serranus, the Tribun, rofe 

up and put a* ftop to it ; not flatly interpofing his 

negative, for he had not the affurance to do that, 

againft fuch a fpirit and unanimity of the Senate, 

but defiring onely a night's time to confider of it. 

This unexpected interruption incenfed the whole 

siTembly ; ibme reproached, others entreated him j 

and [lis Father-in-law, Oppius, threw himfelf at 

bis feet to move him to defift : but all that they. 

could get from him was a promife to give way to 

the decree the next morning ; upon which they 

broke up. •' But the Tribun, fays Cicero, em- 

*' ployed the night, not as people fancied hcf 

*' would, in giving back the money, which he 

*• had taken, but in making a better bargain, and 

*' doubling his price ; far the next morning, being 

^* grown 
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** grown more hardy, he abfolutely prohibited A. Urb. 696. 
^' the Senate from proccding to any aft [^?].'* ^p\l°* 
This condud: of Serranus furprized Cicero's p ^^°^/^j^j^ 
friends, being not onely perfidious and contrary us Lentu- 
to his engagements, but highly ungratcfull to Ci- lus Spin- 
cero; who, in his Confuljhip^ had been bis fpecial^^^^* 
Encourager and BenefaSior [b], ^ \ MeVe^'l-" 

Th£ Senate however, though hindered at pre- iusNepos. 
fcnt from paffing their decree, were too well 
united, and too ftrongly fupportcd, to be baffled 
much longer by the artifices of a fadtion : they 
refolved therefore, without farther delay, to pro- 
pound a law to the people for Cicero's rejlomtion 5 
and the twenty-fecond of the month was appoii^tfor 
the promulgation of it. When the day came, Fa^ 
bricius, one of Cicero^s Tribuns, marched out with 
a ftrong guard, before it was light, to get pofleflion 
pf the Roftra : but Clodius was too early for him : 



[a"] Tain princeps rogatus 
fententiam L. Cotta, dixit — 
Nihil de me a£tam eife jure, 
nihil more majoram, nihil 
legibas, &c. Quare me, aai 
Djilla lege abelTem, non re- 
flitui lege, fed Senatas auc- 
^oritate oportere, — 

Pod eum rogatus fenten- 
tiam Cn. Pompeius, apprd- 
bata, laudataque Cottx fen- 
tentia, di^^it, iefe otii mei 
^aufa, Qt omni popular! con- 
certatione defongerer, cen- 
fere ; ut ad Senatcrs audlori- 
tatem populi quoqueRomani 
beneficium adjuiigeretur.Cu9i 
9mnes certatim, aliafque alio 

fravius de mea falute dixiiTer, 
ererqoe iine nlla varietate 
^ifceffio : furrexit Atilius ; 
l^fc- 9ufaa eii« cum eiTet 



cmptus, iBtercedere ; no£leni 
iibi ad deliberandum poftula- 
vit. Clamor Senatus,, que- 
relse, prcces, Socer ad pedes 
abjedlus. I!Ie, fe affirmare 
poflero die moram nuHam 
eife fadurum. Creditum eft : 
difccfium eil : illi interea de- 
liberatori merces, interpofita 
Dofte, duplicata eft. — Pro 
Sext. 34. 

Deliberatio non in red;^ 
denda, quemadmodum non- 
nulli arbitrabantur, M, u-c 
patefadum eft, in augenda 
mercede confumpta eft. Poft> 
red. ad Quir. 5. 

[^] Is Trihunus p!eb. 
quern ego maximis beneficiisi 
Quseftorem Conful omavC"* 
ram. Ibid. 



Pd^ 



and 
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A. Urb. 696.and having fcized all the ports and avenues of 
^c fl^° the Forum, was prepared to give him a warm re- 
p Co°^*gj^j_ception: he had purchafed Gladiators^ for tht 
us htvTv-ficws of bis ALdiUfhip^ to which he was now pre^ 
lusSpin- tending; and borrouoed another band of bis brothtt 
Q^Q^* Appi^^s \ and with thefe well armed, at the head 
v% U^TEL-^^ '^'^ flaves and dependents, be attacked Fabric 
hvtl^EposXiuSj killed fevsral cf bis fcllcwers^ wounded nunrj 
riore^ and drove than quite out of tbe place \ and 
happening to fall in at the fame time; with Cifpius, 
another "I'vibun^ who was coming to tbe aid of his 
CcUegue^ be repulfcd him alfo with great flaugbttr. 
Tlie Gladiators, heated with this taft of blood, 
** opened their way on all fides with their fwords, 
** in qucft of Quintus Cicero; whom they ro^t 
*« with at laft, and would certainly have mur- 
^* thered, if by .the advantage of the confufioa 
«* and darknefs he had not hid himfclf under the 
*^ bodies of his flaves and freedmen, who were 
<« killed around him; where he lay concealed, 
«* till the fray was over." The Tribun Sextius 
was treated ftill more roughly; ** for being par- 
*' ticularly purfued and marked out with deftruAi- 
«* on, he was fo defperately wounded, as to be 
«' left for dead upon the fpot; and efcaped death, 
*' onely by feigning it:" but while he lay in that 
condition, fuppofed to be killed, Clodius, refleft- 
Jng, that the murther of a Tribun, whofe perfon 
v/as facred, would raife fuch a ftorm, as might 
occafion his ruin, ** took a fuddcn relblution to 
*' kill one of his own Tribuns, in order to charge 
*« it upon his adverfaries, and fo balance the ac- 
«* count by making both fides equally obnoxious:" 
the vifcim doomed to this facrifice was, Numeriiis 
Quii:v5i:ius, an ^bfcure fellow, raifed to this dig- 
nity by the caprice of the multitude, who, to make 
himfeif the more popular, had affuoied the fur- 
name 
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name of Gracchus : *^ but the crafty clown, fays A. Urb. 696, 
^' Cicero, having got fome hint of the defigp, and ^p* i°' 
•* finding, that his blood was to wipe off the envyp Corneli- 
*« of Sextius*s, difguifed himfelf prefently in the us Lentu- 
♦* habit of a Muleteer, the fame in which he firft lus Spin- 
•* came to Rome, and with a baflcet upon his^"J?^» 
«* head, while fome were calling out for Nume-^gj^^'^^^ 
♦* rius, others for Quindlius, paflcd undifcovered lusNe^os" 
f * by the confufion of the two names ; but he 
.^' continued in this danger, till Sextius was known 
*' to be alive ; and if that difcoyery had not been 
** made fooner than one would have wifhed, 
*« though they could not have fixed the odium of 
•* killing their mercenary where they defigned it ; 
f • yet they would have leflened the infamy of one 
;f ^ villainy, by committing another, whjch all peo- 
** pie would have been pleafed with." Accord- 
ing to the account of this day's Tragedy, ." the 
f * Tiber and all the common fewers were filled 
** with dead bodies, and the blood \yiped up with 
!* fponges in the. Forumj where fuch heaps of 
f' flain had never before been feen, but in the 
!* civil diflcnfions of Cinna an(i Odavius [c].'^ 

Clodius, 

[f] Princeps rogatiopis, Fori partibus fratrem Aieum 

yir xnihi amicifiimus, Q^ oculis quaerebant, v6cc pofce* 

Fabricius tempi um aliquanto bant. Pulfus e Roftris in 

ante lucem accopavit.— Comiiio jacuit, feque fervo- 

Cum Foruni) Comitium, rum Se libertorum corporibus 

Curiam multa de node ar- obtexit — 

' jnatis hominibus, ^c fervis Multis valneribus acceptis 

occupavifTent, impetam fa- ac debilitato cprpore concfu- 

ciunt in Pabricium, manus cidato, Sextus, fe abjecit 

' afferunt, occidan^ nonrhillos, exanimatus; neque ulla slW^ 

vulnerant multos : venien- re ab fe mortem, nifi mortis 

tem in Forum, virum opti- opinione, depulit— At vera 

mumi M. CiCpium vi de- .illi ipfi parncidae.— Adeo vim 

pcllunt ; caedem in Foro facinoris ful perhorruerant, 

mayimam facjunt. Univerfi ut ii pauUo longior opinio, 

^illri^is g^adiis in omnibus mortis Sextii fuiifett <>rac- 

• D d 4 chura^ 



4o8 

A. Urb. 696. 
Cic. 50. 

Coir. 



1^. CORNELI^ 

US Lentu- 

LUS SpiN- 



TBe History of the Life 

Clodius, flu (bed with this viflory, ** kt&fi 

with his own hands to the Temple of the 

Nymphs j where the books of the Cenfors and 

the public regifters of the City were kept, 

^' which were all confumed with the Fabric it- 

THER, ii ic\f[dy' He then attacked the houfti'of'Mlo 

^s Met'el-^'^^ Tr/^^/r, and C^cilius the Pr^lor^ with fire arid 

LusNiPoa.fword •, but was repulfed in both attempts with 

Jofs : Milo took feverkl of Appius^s Gladiators 

** prifoners, who, being brought before the Sc- 

*' nate, made a confeflion of what they knew, 

*' and were fent to jail ; but were prefently releafed 

** by Serranus [e].** Updn thefe outriiges Mib 

impeached Clodius in form^ for the violation of the 

public peace : but the Conful Metellus^ who had not 

yet abandoned him, with the Prator Appius^ and 

the Tribun Serranus^ refolved to prevent atiy pro- 

ccfs upon if; " and by their cdids prohibited, 

•• either the crimiodal himfelf to appear, or any 



clium ilium ruom transfe- 
rendi in nos criminis catifa, 
occidere cogitarint. — Senfic 
RufticuIaSy non incaucus ;— 
mulionicam penalam arri. 
poic, cum qaa primuzn Ro- 
inam ad comitia venerit : 
mcfToria fe corbe concexit: 
cum quasrerent alii Nume- 
rium» alii Quinflium, gemini 
nominis errore fervatus eft, 
atque hoc fcitis omnes ; of- 
que adeo hominem in periculo 
f\i\i(ty quoad fcitum fit, Sex- 
tipnj vivere. Quod nifi effet 
patefadlumpaullocitius, quern 
veJIem, &:c. Meminillis turn, 
Judices, corporibus civium 
Tiberim compleri, cloacas 
referciri, e foro fpongiis ef- 
$ngi fanguinem. -— Lapida- 



tiones peHbpe vidimus ; non 
ita faepe^ fed nimium canien 
faepe gladios ; caedem veM 
tantam, tantos acervos cor- 
porum extrudlosy nifi (oitc 
illo Cinnano atque Odlavjano 
die, qai^ unquam in Foro 
vidit? — Pro Sext. 35,3^* 

37. 38- 

y\ Eum qui .ZEdem Nym- 

pharum incendic, uc memo- 
riam publicam recenfionis, 
tabulis publicis impreffaniy < 
cxtingucret.--Pro Mil. 27. 
Parad. 4. de Harufpic. refp. 
27. .' -^ •,:'•• - 

[^J Gladiatores— compre- 
henii,' in Senatum introdu6ti, 
confedi, in vincuia conjedi 
aMilone, emiffi a Serrano- 
Pro Sext. 39* .. 

■ •« one 
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•f one to cite him [/].** Their pretence wa^, A. Urb. 696; 
** that the Quaeftors were not yet chofen, whofe Cic. co. 
*« ojffice it was to make the allot nficnt of thep co^el - 
*« Judges^, while they thepifelves kept back the uiLentu- 
•* elcftion/' and were pufliing Clodius at the fame lus Spin- 
time into /i&tf y£ir7^i^ ; which would fkrccn him J^"*^* 
of courfe for one year from any profecution-^^^^'^^ 
Milo therefore, finding it impradicable to bring luiNeposI 
him tojuftice in the legal method, rdblved to 
deal with him in his own way, by oppofing force 
to force ; and for this end purchafed a band of 
Gladiators, with which he had daily fkirmiihes 
with him in the ftreets •, and acquired a great re- 
putation of courage and generofity for being the 
firfi of all the Romans^ who bad ever bought Gladi* 
ators^ for the defence of the Republic [^]. 

This obftrudtion given to Cicero's return by an 
obftinate and defperate fadion, made the Senate 
onely the more refolute to efFcft it : they pafled 
a fecond vote ^zxtioxty that no other buftnefsfhouid 
he done^ till it was carried ; and to prevent all far- 
ther tumults, and infults upon the Magiftrates, or- 
dered the Confuls, to fummon all the people of Itafy^ 
who wifhed well to the flat e^ to come to the ajjijlance 
and defence of Cicero ^h]. This gave new fpirits to 

[/] Ecce tibi Conful, Pra- gibas refpondillis. Poft red. 

tor Tribunus pleb. nova in Sen. 3. 
novi generis edidla propo- Quid mihi praeclarios ac» 

liunt : ne reos adlic, ne ci- ddere potait, quam quod illo 

tetur. — ProScxt. 41. - - referente vos decreviftis, at 

[^] Sed honor! furomo Mi- tunGti ex omni Italia, qui 

loni noilro noper fuit, qaod Remp. falvam vellent, ad 

Gladiatoribus tmptis Reipnb. me ODum — reflituendam, Sc 

caafa, qus falute nollra con- defendendum venirent? lb, 9. 
tinebatnr omnes P. Clodii In ona mea caafa fadtam 

conatus farorefqae comprefiit. eft, ut literii confularibus ex 

DeOffic. 2. 17. S. C. canda ex Italia, omnes, 

r [h] Itaqae poflea nihil vos qui Remp. falvam vellenc« 

^m^QSf uitkH fociis, nihil Re- ^onvocarentor. Pro Sext^ 60. 



the 
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A. Urb. 696. the honeft Cicizeos, and drew a vaft concourfe to 

Cic. 50. Rome from all parts of Italy where there was 

^^^*^^j not a corporate Town of apy note, which did not 

v» LENTu'teftify its rcfped to Cicero by fome pablic aft or 

i,u8 Sfin- monument. •* Pompey was at Capua, afting a$ 

THiR, «c chief magiftrate of his new Colony ; where he 

^ vf'^^^'" prefidcd in perfon at their making a decree to 

MtN/Fos." Cicero's honor, and took the trouble likewife 

«< of vifiting all (he other Colonies and chief 

«« Towns in thofe parts," to appoint theiq a day 

of general rendezvous at Rome, to afllft at the 

promulgation of the law [/]. 

Lentulus, at the fame time, was entertain- 
ing the City wubfiews and Jiage pkys, in order to 
* Jctep the people in good humor, whom he had 
called from their private affairs in the country, to 
attend the public bufinefs. The (hews were ex- 
hibited in Pompefs Theater y while the Senate, for 
the convenience of being near them, was held in 
the adjoining Temple of Honor and Virtue^ built by 
Marius out of the Cymbric JpoiUy and called for that 
reafon, Marius' s Monumerit: here, according to 
Cicero's dream ^ a decree now faffed in proper form 
for his rejioration\ when under the joint influence 
of thofe Deities, Honor^ he fays, was done to Vir- 
tue ; end the Monument of Marius^ the preferver 
of the Empire^ gave fafety to his Gountrymany the 
deftiider cf it [k\, 

[r] Qui in colonia nuper que audiit : hie Italise totias 

conliituta, cum ipfa gererec aujcilium imploravit. Pro 

Magidratum, vim & crudeli- dom. 12. 
tatem privilegii auftoritate [/f] Cum in TcmploHo- 

honefliiTimorum hominum, Sc noris & Virtatis, honos habi- 

publicis literis confignavit : tus effet virtuti ; Caiiqoe Ma- 

princepfque luIin»totius prae- rii, confervatorishujus impe- 

£dium ad meam falutem im- rii, monumentum, manicipi 

plorandam putavit. Foil red. ejus & Reipul^ defenfori ie- 

io Sen. 11. dem ad falateia praebiuiTeL 

Hie municipia,J coloniaf* Pro Sext. 54. it 56« • 

5 '' T»a 



The news of this decree no fobner reacKed the A. Urb. 696. 
neighbouring Theater, than the whole aflembly Cic 50. 
expreffed their fatisfaftion hy clap and applaufes^-^ ^^: 
which they renewed upon the entrance of every ^3 LenVuI 
Senator ; but when the Conful Lentulus took his lus Spin- 
place, they all rofe up^ and with acclamations^ ther, 
Jlr etched out hands j and tears of joy ^ publicly tejlify-^ C^cili- 
^d their thanks to him. But when Clodius ven- lvsHzvos. 
tured to (hew himfelf, they were hardly reftrained 
from doing him violence ; throwing out reproaches^ 
threats and curfes upon him : To that in the jhevot 
of Gladiators^ which he could not bear to be de- 
prived of, he durft not go to his feat in the com- 
mon and open manner, but ufed.to ftart up into 
it at once, from fome obfcure paffage under the 
benches, which on that account was jocofely called, 
the Appian way ; where he was no fooner efpied,' 
than fo " general a hifs enfued, that it difturbed 
*' the Gladiators, and frightened their very horfes. 
** From thefe fignifications, fays Cicero, he might 
** learn the difference between the genuin Citi- 
*' zens of Rome, and thofe packed aflcmblies of 
•* the people, where he ufcd to domineer 5 and 
*' that the men, who lord it in fuch aflemblieSj^ 
** are the real averfion of the City ; while thofc 
*' who dare not Ihew their heads in them, are 
^* received with all dcmonftration of honor by the 
** whole people [/]." 

'^ • When 

[/] Audito S. C. ore ipfi, faam erga me benevolentiain 

atqae abfenci fenatui plaufas ^c mifericordiam declararunty 

eft ab univerfis datud : deinde, at cum ille faribundas venif- 

cumSenatoribusfingolisfpec- fet, vix fe populas Romanos 

tatuxhe Sonata redeunribus : tenaic— -Pro Sext. 55. Is, 

cum vero ipfe, qui ludos fa- cum quotidie Gladiatores 

ciebat, Coniul a^dit : ftantesy fpe^aret, nunquam eft con- 

& manibus paifis gradas a- fpedas, cum veniret : tmtr» 

gcntes^ & }acry mantcf gaii^ipy gtbat fubitpi cnm fab tabulas 

,-..*-/ ftbrep- 
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A. Wrb. 696. When the decree paflcd, the famed Trage^atu 
Cic. JO. JBfopus, wbo aSedy as Cicero fays, the fame good 

f C^RNii.1.?^^'*^*^^^^^^'^' ^*^^ *^ ^^^P^ ^^^fi'^Z^^ was 
wsLENxy- performing the part of Telamon, barn/bed from 
1.US SpiH- bis country^ in one of Accius's play's ; where by the 
^^'*» cmphafis of his voice, and the change of a word 
vsR/uVbl*^'' two in fpme of the lines, he contrived to turn 
nriNi»6f!the thoughts of the audience on Cicero. " What 
** he? who always flood up for the Republic! 
•* who in doubtfull times fpared neither life nor 
V fortunes — the greatcft friend in the greateft 
•' danger— of fuch parts and talents — O Father— 
•« 1 faw his houfes and rich furniture all in flames 
** — O ungrateful Greeks, inconftant people ; 
*• forgetfull of fervices ! — to fee fuch a rrian ba- 
•* ni(hed ; driven from his country -, and fufFer 
•• him to continue fo ?** — At each of which fen- 
tcnces there was no end of clapping. — -In another 
Tragedy of the fame Poet, calfed Brutus, when 
ihftead of Brutus he pronounced Tullius who efia- 
hlijhed the liberty of his Citizens -, the people were 
fo afFefted, that they called for it again a thoufand 
ti:nes. This was the conftant praftice through the 
whole time of his exil, there was not a paffage in 
any play, which could polTibly be applied to his 
cafe, but the whole audience prefently catched it 
i>p, and by their claps and applaufes loudly figni- 
fied their zeal and good wiflies for him [m]. 

Though 

fubrepferat — itaqae ilia via nem interfit? Dominos con- 
/acebrofa, qua ille fpedatum cionum omniodio populi no- 
Tcniebat, Appiajam vocaba- tari ? Quibus aucem con- 
tar, qui camen quo tempore duere in operarum concioni- 
confpedlus erat, non roodo bus non liceat, eos omni ])0« 
Gladiatores, fed equi ipii puli Romani fignificatione de- 
Gladiatorum rcpentinis fibi- qorari ? — lb. 59. 
lis cxtimercebant. Videtifne [m] Rccenti nuncio de illo 
igitur, quantum inter popu« S. C. ad lados, fcenamque 
Ittm Romanum, & condo- per]at6 fammus Arcifex> 'Sa 
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Though a decree was regularly obtained forA. Urb. 69 
Cicero's return, Clodius had the courage and ad- ^J^- 5^- 
drefs ftill to hinder its pafling into a law ; he tookp^^^^^j^ 
all occafions of haranguing the people againft it ; is Lewti 
and when he had filled the Forum with his mcrce- lus Spim 
uaries, " ufed 10 demand of them aloud, contrary J^^i^^* . 
'*' to the cuftom of Rome, whether they would^^j j^^*^ 
*' have Cicero reftored or not j upon which his lusNefo 
** emiflaries raifing a fort of a dead cry in the ne- 
•* gatlve, he laid hold of it, as the voice of the 
•' Roman people, and declared the propofal to 
" be rejeded [»]." But the Senate, alhamed to 
fee their authority thus infulted, when the whole 
city was on their fide, refolved to take fuch mea- 
fures in the fuppoit of their decrees, that it Ihould 
not be poflible to defeat them. Lentulus there- 
fore fummoncd them info the Capitol^ on the twenty-:^ 
fifth of May ; where Pompey began the debate, 
and renewed the motion for recalling Cicero ; and ia 
a grave and elaborate fpeech which he had pre- 
pared in writing, and delivered from his notes. 



ineher^ule Temper partium 
in Repub. tamquam in fcena, 
optimatiam, flens Sc recenci 
kecitia & miilo dolore ac de- 
ftderio mei — fummi enim 
poetae ingenium non folum 
arte fua fed etiam dolore ex- 
primebat. ^id enim ? qui 
Remp. certo animo aJjunjerit, 
Jiatueriiy Jleterit cum Achi- 
«vis — re dubia nee duhitarit 
tvitam offerre, nee capiti perper- 
cerit, ' 'fummum ami cum 

fummo in hello — fummo ingenio 
preeditum — O Pater — h^c 
omnia 'v'ldi inflammari — O in- 
gratifici Argiwi^ inanes Graii, 
immemores beneficii / — exulare 
Jinitit^ Jlftis pelii fuljum fa-- 



timinz — quae iignificatio fueriC 
omnium, qaae declaratio vo« 
lancatis ab Univerfo popolo 
Romano ? 

Nominatim fum appellatiu 
in Br Ufa, Tul/ius, qui Jiberta^ 
tern ciijihus ftahiUnjerat . Mi!* 
lies revocatum eft. Pro Sext. 
56. 7> 8. 

[»] Ille Tribanns pleb, 
qui de me 'non majorum 
faorum, fed Gra^culoram in« 
flicuto, concionem interrp* 
gare folebat, velletne mc re- 
el ire : U cum erat reclamatani 
fcmivivis mercenariorum vo* 
cibus : populom Romanum 
negare dicebac. lb. 59. 

gave 
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A. Urb. 696. gave him the honor of having faved bis cotiftiry [o\ 

Cjc- 50- All the leading rneii of die Senate fpoke after hini 

P.CoRVELi-^^^!^^ fame cffcd; but the Conful Meiellus^ not- 

tj% LsNTu-^^'^ft^'^^^'^g his promifes, had been a^ng hitherto 

Lus Spin- a double part ; and was all along the chief encou- 

THBR, ragcr and fupporter of Clodius : when Senrilius 

vsMit'bl-^'*^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^? ^ pcrfon of the firft dignity, 
•x.iisI7ip^,'wh6 had been honored with a triumph and the 
Cenfprfhip, he addrefled himfelf to his kinfman, 
Meteilus ; and ^* calling up from the dead all the 
^* family of the Metelli; laid before him the glo* 
^< rioiis ads of his anceftors, with the condud and 
^ unhappy fate of his Brother^ in a manner fi| 
^* moving, that Meteilus could not hold out any 
•• longer, againft the force of the fpcech, nor 
. •• the authority of the Speaker, but with tears iri 
^ his eyes, gave himfelf up to Servilius, and pro- 
•* feffid all ftinir« fervkes to Cicero :" in which 
lie proved very (incere, and 'from this moment 
aflifted his collegue in promoting C/V^fvVr(^0m- 
Hon: " fo Aat in a very full houfe, of four hun- 
** dred and fevcnteen Senators ; when all the M^- 
•' giftrates were prcfent, the decree pafled with- 
** out one diffcnting voice, but Clodius's [^] :" 

which 

. [0] Idem Hie Conful cam micus & frater inimici per- 
ilia incredibilis muIcitodoRo- f|>e£la veftra volantate, omnia 
mam» Sc pxDc Icalia ipfa ve- privata odia dcpofnit : quem 
niflet, vos frequentiflimos in P. Servilius — & aadoriutis 
Capitoliam convocavit. [Pod tc orationis fuse divina qua- 
red, in Sen. 10.] Cum vir dam gravitate ad fui generis, 
is, qoi tripartias Or bis ter- communifque fangainis faAa, 
raram oras atque regiones virtutefque revocavit, at ha- 
tribos triumphis huic imperio beret in confilio 8c fratrem 
adjandas notavit, de fcripto ab inferis — & omnes Metel- 
fententia dida, mihi uni los» praeftantiflimos cives— « 
teftimoniam pacriz confenra- itaqae extitic non modo fa- 
ts dedit — Pro Sext. 61. lutia defenfor, — ^venim etiam 
[/] Qs« Metellas, ic ini- adfcriptor digoitatia mes. 

0^0 
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\vhich gave occafion to Cicero to write ^particular A. Urb. 6g6* 
letter of thanks to Metellus^ as he had done once ^J^- 5p- 
before, upon bis firft declaration for him [c[\: ^ Corm'eli- 

SoME may be apt to wonder, why the two us L^ntuI 
Tribuns^ who were Cicero's enemies ftill as much lus Spik- 
as ever, did not perfevere to inhibit the decree 5 _^""» 
fince the Negative of a fingle Tribuh had an in-^g j^^^^ll 
difputable force to flop procedings ; bilt when LuslSTiPoil 
that negative was wholly arbitrary anfd fadlrous •, 
contrary to the apparent intereft, and general in- 
clination of the Citizens ; if the Tribun could not 
be prevailed with by gentle means to Recall it, the 
Senate ufed to enter into a Rebate upon the merit of 
it, and proceed to fome extraordinary refolution^ 
of declaring the author of fuch an oppofitlon, an 
enemy to bis country ; and anfwerable for all the mif 
chief that was likely to enfue ; or of ordering the Con- 
fids to take care that the Republic received no detri- 
ment 5 which votes were thought to juftify any 
methods, how violent foever, of removing either 
the obftrudtion or the author of it ; who feldom 
cared to expofe himfelf to the rage 6f an inflamed 
City, headed by the Confuls and the Senate, and 
to affert his prerogative at the peril of his life. 

This in efFedt was the cafe at prefent ; when 
the Conful Lentulus aflembled the Senate again the 
next day, to concert fome efFedlqal method for 
preventing all farther oppofition,- and getting the 
decree enabled into a law : but before they met, 
he called the people likewife to the Rojira j where 

Quo qaidefm die^ cum vos P. Servillo dicenti etiam turn 

417, ex Senattt efTetis, Ma- ttadidic. Neciilam divinam 

gifkratus autem hi omnes ad- gravitatem, plenam antiqui- 

efTent, diiTenfit unus Poll talis, diutius potaic foftine« 

red. in Sen. lo. re. Pro Sext. 62. 

Collacrymavit vir egregius [^j fipift. fam. 5. 5, 
lie vere Metellus^ totui^^ue fc 

u. 
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A. Vth, 696. he, and all the principal Senators in their rjms, 

^r^^' ^P^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^^ fubftance of what they hid 

P CoRMELi-^^ before in the Senate, in order to prepare them 

v% LiNTu-for the reception of the law : Pompej pardcularlf 

LOf Spib- exerted himfelf, in extolling the praifcs ef G- 

^****» €ero\ declaring, ** that the Republic owed it's 

viMit'il-" prefervation to him ; and that their conamoa 

LutNiFot/* fafety was involved in hb ; exhorting tbem to 

<< defend and fupport the decree of the Senate^ 

^< the quiet of the City; and the fortunes of a man, 

<< who had deferved fo well of therti : that this 

<< wad the general voice of the Senate ; of the 

<* Knights of all Italy ; and laftly, that it wai 

<< his own earnefl, and fpecial requeft to them, 

^< which he not onely defired, but implored them 

«« to grant [r]." When the Senate afterwards 

met, they proceded to feveral new and vigorous 

votes, to facilitate the fuccefs of the law : firft, 

** that no magiftrate fhould prefume to take the 

** Aufpices, io as to difturb the aflembly of the 

** people, when Cicero's caufe was to come before 

•* them : and that if any one attempted it, he 

** fhould be treated as a public enemy. 

Secondly, •* Thar, if through any violence or 
«« obftruftion, the law was not fuffered to pafs, 
•* within the five next legal days of aflfembiy, 
«* Cicero fhould then be at liberty to return, with- 
" out any farther authority. 

[r] Qaoraitf princeps ad tunas civis bene meriti defen- 

rogandos 8c ad cohortandos deretis : turn in peroranda 

vos fuit Cn. Pompcius — pri- pofuit, vos rogari a Senatt, 

mum vos docuic, meis confi- rogari ab Bquitibus, rogari 

liis Rempub. efle fervatam, ab Italia cundia: deniqae 

caufamque meam com com- ipfe ab extremum pro met 

xnuni falutc conjunxic; hor- vos falute non rogavit fotum* 

tatufque efl, ut audoritatem verum etiam obfecravit.— * 

Scnatus^ (latum civitacis^ for- Poft red. ad Quir. 7. 

Thirdly^ 
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Thrrdly, " That public thanks (hould be given A. Urb. 696, 
** to all the people of Italy, who came to Rome ^p*i°* 
** for Cicero's defence ; and that they (hould be p Corneli- 
** defined to come again, on the day when the us Lentu- 
*' fufFrages of the people were to be taken. lus Spin- 

Fourthly, " That thanks (hould be given like- T*?^^' 
« wife to all the States and Cities, which had re-^, ^.^?/" 

Us ivJ£T£L- 

** ceivcd and entertained Cicero; and that the lusNepos. 

" care of his perfon (hould be recommended to 

'' all foreign nations in alliance with them •, and 

" that the Roman Generals, and all who had • 

" command abroad, (hould be ordered to protedt 

** his life and fafety [i]." 

One cannot helppaufing a while, to refleft on 
the great idea, which thefe fads imprint of the 
charader and dignity of Cicero -, to fee fo vaft an 
Empire in fuch a ferment on his account, as to 
pojlpone all their concerns and interejls, for man^ 
months fucceffivel)\ to the fafety of a Jingle Senator [/] ; 
who had no other means of exciting the zeal, or 
engaging the afFeftions of his Citizens, but the 

[j] Quod eft poftridie de- cujusonquam propter falutem 

crecum in curia — ne qais de nifi meam, Senatus publice 

coelo fervarec ; ne quis moram Sociis populi Romani gratias 

ollam afFerret ; fi quis aliter egit ? De me uno P. C. decre- 

feciffet, cum plane everforem verunt, ut qui provincias cum 

Reipub. fore.— iroperioobtinerent^ qui Quae • 

Addidic, fi diebus quinque ftores Legatique efTent, falu- 

quibus agi de me pocuifTet, tern & vicam meam cuftodi- 

non efTet aflum, rcdirem in rent. Pro Sext. 60, 61. ^ 
patriam omni audloritate re- [/] Nihil vos civibus, oibil 

cuperata. fociis, nihil Regibus refpon- 

Uc lis, qui ex toca Italia diHis. Nihil Judices fenten-* 

falutis meae caufa convene- tiis, nihil populus fufFragiis, 

rant, agerentur gratis : acque nihil hie Ordo audloritate de- 

iidem ad res redeuntes, ut claravit: mutum Forum, elin- 

venirent, rogarentur. . guem curiam, tacitam & frac- 

Quem enim unquam Sena- tarn civitatem videbaicis.— < 

tus civem, nifi me, nationi- Poft red. in Sen. 3. 
bus exteris commend avit ? 

Vol. L E c geniiln 
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A. lJrb.6r,6.gcnuin force of hispcrfonal virtues, and the merit 
Cic. so. ^f j^jj eminent fervices : as if the Republic itfelf 

p r. »i-T. could not (land without him, but snuft fall into 
r* Len'iu ruins, it he, the main pillar or it, was removed-, 
LU5 SiMN- wliilft tlie greateft Monarchs on earth, who had 

J^"^*^» any affairs with the people of Rome, were looking 
{iiMzTEt '-'* ^^ expt^d the event, unable to procure any an- 
LusNEP0i.y5^**r ^* 'tvard to what they were foliciting^ till this 
aff^:h' zjas decided : Ptoki^\ the King of Egypt ^ was 
pajtijularly r.ftVctcd by it; who, being driven out 
ot ^is Kiijgdofii, came to Rome about this time, 
to beg help :ind proreclion againft his rebellious 
fubjeds ; l)ut though he was lodged in Pompefs 
hcujCy it was not pofllble for him to get an audi- 
ence till Cicero's caui'c was at an end. 

The law, now prepared for his reftoration, was 
to be offered to the Suffrage of the Centuries : this 
was the mod: folemn and honorable way of tranf- 
acting any public bufinefs, where the beft and 
graveft part of the City had the chief influence ; 
and where a decree of the Senate was previoufly ne- 
ceflary to make the aft Valid : but in the prefent 
calc, there ft em to have been four cr five feveral 
decrees^ provided at different times, which had aJI 
been fruftrated by the intrigues of Clodius and his 
friends, till thefe laft voces proved decifive and 
effeftua! [/^]. Cicero's rtiblution upon them was 
** to wait till the law (hould be propofed to the 
*' people ; and, it by the artifices of his enemies, 
** it fhould then be obftrudted, to come, away di- 
" redly upon the authority of the Senate ; and 
** rather hazard his life, than bear the lofs of his 
** country any longer [a:]." But the vigor of the 

[i] V'»d. Pro Sext. 60. & fi cbtreaabitar, utar au6lo- 

NotasManutilad 61. ritatc Scnatus, & potius vita 

[a] Mihi ID animo cfl le- qaam patria carebo. Ad 

gum latioDcm expedarc, & Att. 3. 26. 

late 
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late debates had fo difcouraged the chiefs of theA. Urb. 696. 
faftion, that they left Clodius fingle in the oppo- ^J!^- 5o- 
fition: Metellus dropt him, and his brother Ap-p (^.^^^'^j^^^ 
plus was defirous to be quiet [j] •, yet it was above us L^MTu- 
two months ftill from the laft decree, before lue Spin- 
Cicero's friends could bring the affair to a general '^"^*^' 
vote ; which they effefted at laft on the fourth ^/^g mete"! 
yiuguft. lusNepos. 

There had never been known fo numerous 
and folemn an aflembly of the Roman people as 
this : all Italy was drawn together on the occafion : 
// was reckoned a kind off.n to be abfent ; and neither 
age nor infirmity was thought a ftifficient excufe for 
not lending a helping hand to the refioration of Cicero : 
all the Magiftrates exerted themfelves in recom- 
mending the law, excepting Afpus and the two 
^ribunSj who durft not venture however tooppofe 
it: the meeting was held in the field of AJars^ for 
the more convenient reception of fo great a mul- 
titude ; where the Senators divided among themfelves 
the tafk of preftding in the fever al Centuries^ and fee- ' 

ing the foil fairly taken: the refult was, that Cicero 
was recalled from exily by the unanimous fufrage of 
all the Centuries \ and to the infinite joy of the 
whole City \z'\. 

[y] Redii cum maxima Sext. 52. 
digoitate, fratre tuo alcero De me cum omnes Magi- 

Confule reducente, altero (Iratus promulgaiTenr, praiter 

Praetore petente. Pro dom, unum PraEtorem, a quo non 

33. erat poll ui and um, fratrem 

[z] Qpodie quis civis fuit, inimici mei, prajterque duos 

qui non nefas effe putaret, de lapide emp:os Tribunos 

quacurque aut aetata aut va- plebis nullis cotnitiis un- 

Jctudine elFet, non fe de falute quam muldtudinsm homi- 

mea iententiam ferre ? Poft num tantam, reque fplendi- 

red. in Sen.xi. diorem fuif?'e -vos rogato- 

Nemo fibi nee valetudinis res, \osdi ^ributores, \oscu- 

cxcufationem nee fenedlutis ftodes fuifTe labularum. — In 

fatis jallam patavic. Pro Pifon, 15. 

E e 2 . Clodius 
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A- Urb. 696. Clodius however had the hardinefs, notonely 

Cic. 50. to appear, but to ffeak in this affembly againft the 

P C^° N '^^ ' ^^^ ^'^ ^^^ regarded or beard a word that he 

us LhKTv'./^^^' '^^ "^^^ found the difference mentioned 

Lus Spin- above, between a free convention of the Roman 

THER, people, and thofe mercenary aifcmblies, where a 

^ ^^^'^^'few dcfpcrate Citizens, headed by flavcs and gla- 

lusNepos!^*"^^'"^ urc:d to carry all before them : where now^ 

fays Cicero, zvere tboje Tyrants of the Foruni^ thofe 

haranguers of the tnob^ thofe difpofers of kingdoms ? — 

This was one of the lafl {i;enuin Ads oi free Rome \ 

one of the laft efforts of public liberty, exerting 

itfclf to do honor to its patron and defender : for 

the union of the Triumvirate had already given it 

a dangerous wound ; and their difTcnfion, which 

not long after enfued, entirely dcfcioyed it. 

But it gave fome damp to the joy of this glo- 
rious day, that Cicero's Sen in-kw Pifo happened 
to die not long before it, to the extreme giief of 
the family ; without reaping the fruits of his Piety, 
and (baring the pleafure and benefit of Cicero's re- 
turn. His praifes however will be as immortal as 
Cicero's writings, from whofe repeated character 
of him we learn, " that for parts, probity, virtue, 
modefly : and for every accomplifhm.ent of a 
fincGtTitleman and fine rpeaker,he fcarce left his 
equal behind him, among all the young Nobles 
of that age [^J." 

[a] Pifo ille gener mcus, mentatione domeflica, aut a 

cui pietatis fuse trudtum, ne- fcribendo aut a cogitando. I- 

que ex me, neque a populo . taquc tantos proce/Tus facie- 

Romano fsre Jicuit. Pro bat, ut evolare non cxcurrcrc 

Sexc. 31. videbatur, &c. — alia de illo 

Studio autem nexninem nee majora dici po/Tunt. Nam 

induftria majore cognovi ; nee continentia, nee pietare, 

quanquam ne ingenio quidem nee ullo genere virtuiis, quen- 

qui prsediterit, facile dixerim, quam ejuidem aetatis cum illo 

C. Pifoni,gencromeo. Nul- conferendum puto. Brut. p. 






lumilli tempus vacabat, aut 297,298 
g forenfi didlione, aac a com- 
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Cicero had refolved to come home, in virtue A. Urb. 696- 
of the Senate* s decree^ whether the law had pafled ^'c- 5^. 
or not; but perceiving from the accounts of all p q^^' 
his friends, that it could not be defeated any longer, us LentuI 
he embarked for Italy on the fourth of Auguft\ the lus Spin- 
very day on which it was enacted ; and landed the ther, 
next at Brundifium, where \itio^^vi^i his daughter^^J^^^^^\ 
Tullia already arrived to receive him. The day LusNiporf! 
happened to be the annual Fejiival of the Foundation 
of the Town ; as well as of the Dedication of the 
temple of Safety at Rome ; and the birth-day like- 
wife of Tullia ; as if Providence had thrown all 
thefe circumftances together to enhance the joy and 
folemnity of his landing ; which was celebrated by 
the people with the moft profufe expreflions of 
mirth and gayety. Cicero took up his quarters 
again with his old hoft Lenius Flaccus, who had 
entertained him fo honorably in his diftrefs, a per- 
fon of great learning as well as gcnerofity ; here 
he received the wellcome news in four d^s from 
Rome^ that the law was aSually ratified by the peo- 
ple with an incredible zeal and unanimity of all the 
Centuries \b\ This obliged him to purfue his 
journey in all haft and take leave of the Brundi- 
fians ; who by all the offices of private duty, as 

[^] Pridie Non. Sextil. tris, mirifico dudio omnium 

Dyrrhachio fum profedus, aecatuin atque ordinura, in- 

illo ipfo die lex ell lata de credibili concurfu Italise, le- 

nobis. Brundifium veni No- gem comitiis centuriacis efTe 

nis: ibi mihi Tulliola mea perlatum. Ad Act. 4.1. 
prasilo fuic, natal! fuo ipfo Cumque me domus eadem 

die, qui cafu idem natalis Optimorum & dodiilimorum 

erat Brundifinae colonial : & viroram, Lenii Flacci, & Pa- 

tuae vicinae falutis. Quae res tris & Fratris ejus laetiilima ^ 

animadverfa a multitudine, accepifTet, quae proximo anno 

fumma Brunditinorum gracu- moerens receperat, & fuo pe- 

latione celebrata ell. Ante riculo prsefidioque defenderat, 

diem fextum. Id. Sext. Pro Sext. 63. 
cognovi — ^literis Quinti fra- 

wcll 
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A. tlrb. 6^;6. well as public decrees, endeavoured to teftify their 

^c'ry^' fi«i^-^''e relpect for him. The fame of his landing 

p^^^'. p, J and pro^refs towards the City, drew infinite mul- 

ws LrNTu-titudcs from all parts, to fee him as he pafled, and 

ivsSpjN- congratulate him on his return: " fo that the 

THEE, c& ^vi^Qie road was but one continued ftreet from 

psM'ete^l." Brundifiiim to Rome, lined on both fides with 

lusNepos.*' crowds of mm, women, and children ; nor was 

*' there a pin^feiflure, Town, or Colony through 

** Italy, which did not decree him ftatues or pub- 

** lie honors, and fend a deputation of their prin- 

*•• cipal nicmbcis to pay him their compliments : 

*' that it was rather leis than the truth, as Plu- 

** Mr; Ii fays, what Cicero himfelf tells us, that all 

*' Italy broiJj^ht him back upon it's fhoulders [c\ 

•• But that one day, fays he, was worth an ini- 

•* morciiiiiy -, when, on my approach towards the 

«* City, rht' Senate came out to receive me, fol- 

*' lowed by the whole bjdy of the Citizens ; as if 

•* Rome itfelf had left its foundations, and 

** marched forward to embrace its Preferver [^]." 

As foon as he entered the gates he faw " the 

** fteps of all" the Temples, Porticos, and even 

*• the tops of houfcs covered with people, who 

[c] Mens qu'dem reditus Sen. 15. 

is iuit ut ? Brundifio uique Itinerc toto Urbes Italiae 

Romam ngmen irerpetuum to- feftos dies agere adventus mei 

lios Italict* viiieicm. Neque videbantur. Viae multitudinc 

enim regio fui: u!Ia, neque legatorum undique mifforum 

praefe«J>ura,ntquem-.Miicipium celebrabantur. — ProSext. 63. 

aut coK nia, ox qca non pub- [ti^ Unusillediesmibiqui- 

lice ad me venerint graiula- dcm inflar immortalitatis fuit 

turn. Quid dicdm adventus — cum Senatum egreiTum vi- 

meos ? QuiJ cffufiones homi- di, populumque Romanom 

num ex (jpp'.lis ? Qu.d con- univerfum, cum mihi ipfa 

curfum ex ^igris Pitrum fami- Roma, prope convolfa fedi- 

lias cum c.^njugibus ac libe- bus fuis, ad compleftendam 

lis ? &c. iu Pifon. 22. confervatorem fuum proce- 

Italia cun<^U pacnc fuis hu- dere vifa eft. In Pifon. 22.. 
meris reportavir. Poft red. in 

4 •' faluted 
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** faluted him with an univerfal acclamation, asA. Urb, 696. 
*' he marched forward towards the Capitol, ^^i°" 
" where frelh multitudes were expefting his a^-p.^^^^Eti- 
*' rival : yet in the midft of all this Joy, he could vs LE^Tw. 
** not help grieving, he fays, within hinilelf, to lus S?i3i- 
«* refledl that a City fo gratefull to the defender of J^"^,*' 
** its liberty, had been fo miferably enflaved ^^^js^Me^ei^ 
*' oppreffed [^].'* The Capitol was the proper LusNfiPos. 
feat or throne, as it were, of the Majefty of the 
Empire ; where flood the moft magnificent Fabric 
of Rome, the Temple of Jupiter j or of that God 
whom they ftiled the Great eft and the Beft [/] 9 
to whofe (hrine all, who entered the City in pomp 
or triumph, ufed always to make their firft vifir. 
Cicero therefore, before he had faluted his wife 
and family, was obliged to difcharge himfelf here 
of his vows and thanks for his fafe return -, where, 
in compliance with the popular fuperfiition, he 
paid his devotion alfo to that tutchry Mincr-va^ 
whom, at his quitting Rome, he had placed in 
. the Temple of her Father. From this office of 
religion he was conduced by the fame company, 
and with the fame acclamations to his Brother's 
hpufe, where this great proceflion ended : which, 
from one end of it to the other, was fo fpkndid 
and triumphant, that he had reafon^ he i'ays, to 
fear^ left people Jhould hnagine that he himfelf had 
contrived his late flighty for the fake of fo glorious a 
reft oration [g]. 

[e] Itcra.porta, in Capito- Populus Romanus Optimum, 

lium afcenfus, donium redi- propter vim, Maxiaium, no- 

tus erat ejufmodi, ut fumma minavit. Pro dom. ^j, 

in la:titia illud dolorem, civi- [^] Ut tua oiihi confcele- 

tatexn tarn gratam, tam mi- rata ilia vis non mcdo noa 

feram atque opprefiam fuiiTe. propulfanda, fed etiam eiren- 

—Pro Scxt. 63^. da tuiiTe videacur. Pro dom. 

[/] Quocirca Te, Capito. 28. 
line, qnem propter beneficia 

The End of the First Volume. 
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